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He went back to school 
after 24 years to attain his 
undergraduate degree with 
the aim of becoming more 

competitive in the employment sector. It 
had never crossed his mind that one day 
the same University would bestow on 
him the honor to be their 21st Chancellor.

 The Governor-General of Tuvalu, His 
Excellency, Sir Iakoba Taeia Italeli is the 
21st Chancellor of The University of the 
South Pacific and a very proud alumnus. 
His Excellency, Sir Italeli was amongst 
the first batch of students who graduated 
with a degree in Law from USP’s Emalus 
Campus.

 “It was very challenging when I came 
back to school in 1994 with my family. 
Adjusting to the life in Suva was difficult 
but I spent two years at the Laucala 
Campus before moving to Emalus 
campus,” HE Sir Italeli said.

 What can you do to adjust in the 
school environment after more than two 
decades? “Time is of essence and you 
cannot afford to waste the opportunity 
that is given to you. Success will come 

if you are ready to sacrifice,” he added.
 The Chancellor vividly remembers 

the days when they moved to Emalus 
Campus. Making new friends, exciting 
study groups and learning each other’s 
way of life was all part of the learning 
environment that USP is renowned for.

 “We had a lot of fun with each other 
while keeping in mind that studies 
are important and eventually we all 
graduated, and headed back home with 
greater pride and accomplishment.”

His Excellency Sir Italeli went home 
and started working in the Attorney 
General’s office and after years of hard 
work he found himself leading the same 
office in 2002.

 However, with the vision of helping his 
community and the region as a whole, 
he continued to learn and completed 
his Masters in International Maritime 
Law after which he joined Parliament in 
2006. Four years later, His Excellency Sir 
Italeli was appointed the Head of State of 
Tuvalu; the Governor-General.

 His Excellency Sir Italeli how do you 
make those tough decisions? And his 

quick answer: “When I am faced with 
a situation I think and I pray hard then 
I tend to see things as a calling. I believe 
in the existence of God in our lives and I 
ask him for advice.”

 He also had a message to all the 
students:

“There is time for everything and you 
have to programme yourself to do things 
and to do those things well. Time is of 
essence and you have to make the most 
of the opportunity that is given to you.”

 When asked about his future plans. 
H.E Sir Italeli said “I am in my second 
term as the Governor-General of Tuvalu 
and I will try to accomplish the term with 
success.”

He takes one step at a time and says 
he has not thought of anything else yet.

 “Maybe I will go home and try fishing,” 
he joked.

 The Governor-General of Tuvalu, 
His Excellency, Sir Iakoba Taeia Italeli’s 
appointment as the 21st Chancellor of 
The University of the South Pacific will 
conclude next year.

USP Chancellor Proud Alumnus

USP’s 21st Chancellor 
and Governor-General of 
Tuvalu, His Excellency, Sir 
Iakoba Taeia Italeli (left) 

with USP’s Vice-Chancellor 
and President Professor 

Rajesh Chandra.
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USP Alumnus and successful 
choreographer, Allan Alo was 
one of 650 applicants selected 
to attend the Emerging 

Pacific Leaders’ Dialogue (EPLD) 2014 
in Noumea, New Caledonia starting on 
October 15. 

EPLD 2014 is an event of national 
and regional significance with the aim 
of strengthening the capacity of the 
Pacific region’s future leaders to manage 
challenges collaboratively, positively and 
creatively.

Mr Alo said he is honored to be a 
recipient of this award as it signifies the 
inclusion of leadership in the Arts and 
the importance that contribution is to 
the development of our Small Island 
Developing States.

He said he was excited not only to 
attend under the banner of The University 
of the South Pacific but to also represent 
Samoa would be an honour.

“Core to my position as the USP’s 
Outreach Coordinator for Polynesia, 
based at the Alafua Campus, is to promote 
Arts and Culture and its usefulness not 
only in the lives of our people but also the 
benefits it brings to our communities,” Mr 
Alo said.

“In this changing global economy, the 
Arts and Cultures of the Pacific are now 
seen to be one of the economic engines 
of small island developing nations and 
more and more evidence shows that our 
education system is highlighting Arts and 
Culture as a useful tool to engage children 
in meaningful learning,” he added.

“I am honored with this great 
opportunity to be part of a team that 
looks at ways forward in our decision 
making processes and I hope that what I 

learn from EPLD will help tremendously 
in my work throughout the USP region,” 
he noted.

USP’s Alafua Campus Director 
Ruby Va’a said to be selected for this 
prestigious award is an achievement in 
itself.

“Alafua Campus is proud of this 
as Mr Alo’s work and commitment to 
Pacific Arts and Culture speaks for 
itself. The outstanding performances, 
school productions, dance and writing 
workshops have been due to his energetic 
drive and standards demanding quality at 
all times,” Ms Va’a said.

“His work is making a mark in 
Samoa and other countries. This is the 
expectation we have of our alumni and 
Allan demonstrates a fine example of the 
attributes we expect of our graduates,” 
she noted.

She added that Mr Alo’s creative 
productions and community engagement 
has raised USP’s profile tremendously. 

“This is what we strive for in the 
Strategic Plan (2013-2018). This is 
what USP is about. In his work as 
the Coordinator of Pacific Outreach 
Programme for Polynesia, Mr Alo has 
taken the lead in developing the Arts in 
Samoa and has started to extend this to 
other Polynesian countries,” she added.

“We wish him all the best in EPLD 
2014. Allan will take the programme in 
his stride, coming through with flying 
colours,” she said.

Prospective leaders expected to 
participate in EPLD 2014 will be from 

American Samoa, Australia, Cook 
Islands, East Timor, Federated States of 
Micronesia, Fiji, French Polynesia, Guam, 
Kiribati, Nauru, New Caledonia, New 
Zealand, Niue, Northern Marianas, Palau, 
Papua New Guinea, Republic of Marshall 
Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islanders, 
Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu and Wallis and 
Futuna.

EPLD 2014 will be the third Pacific 
leadership development initiative 
staged for mid-career high calibre 
men and women under the auspices 
of Commonwealth Study Conferences 
(Australia) Inc, in partnership with 
Commonwealth Study Conferences (New 
Zealand).

This intensive, exciting and 
intellectually demanding programme will 
bring together more than 120 individuals 
to examine, discuss and report on current 
strategic issues across the Pacific region.

EDLP 2014 is committed to inspire and 
uplift outstanding individuals with proven 
leadership experience or high leadership 
potential so that they may contribute to:
•  Leadership and governance in the 

Pacific region;
•  The long term development and 

stability of the region; and
• Promotion of the regional understanding 

and co-operation through an improved 
network of key relationships across 
sectors and nations/territories.
To be part of EDLP 2014 is a great 

opprtunity for Mr Alo and no doubt others 
will benefit from this.

USP’s Outreach Coordinator 
for Polynesia to attend 
Pacific Leaders Dialogue
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Graduating in 2005 with 
a Bachelor in Business 
Administration & Management 
with Information Systems from 

USP, Courtney Nicole Kruse decided 
that being her own boss was the job she 
wanted.

“I had worked part time while at USP 
but by the time I graduated I had decided 
I didn’t want to work for anyone for much 
longer other than just a means to an end 
and decided I wanted to start my own 
business”, she said. 

While working at the Uprising Resort, 
Kruse seized the opportunity to open 
two [2] boutiques at the Arts Village in 
Pacific Harbour and at Palm Court in 
Suva in 2009 and 2010 respectively. The 
boutiques sold original Courtney Nicole 
designs together with imported dresses 
and accessories. Drawing on her 
knowledge of management, marketing, 
sales and finance from her studies at 
USP, “the opportunity to open my own 
business allowed me to fulfil my dream 
of being my own boss and of source my 
love of fashion” commented Kruse.

For Courtney, growing up in Samoa 
her grandmother was her fashion icon. 
“Once a month grandmom and her 
friends would dress up for their golden 
gals club and all the ladies would look 
absolutely wonderful in their fashionable 
“puletasi” (our version of the jaba) 
accessorised with island-crafted jewelry, 
flower leis in their hair and of course 
imported heels to complete the outfit. I 
loved the way that fashion in the islands 

was somewhat conservative yet still 
elegant at the same time”, Kruse tells 
Alumni News.

“However competition grew fast. I had 
to expand my knowledge in the apparel 
industry and research more into what 
could grow my business. I had to find 
my specialty area, a truly unique selling 
point with a demographic always ready 
to buy. As the industry grew I decided to 
grow right alongside it. This experience 
made me recall my marketing lectures 
when my lecturer Dr. Ben Waqailiti 
would talk about competitive advantage 
and niche markets”, commented Kruse.

Joining like-minded business 
executives in professional associations 
like the International Women’s 
Association, American Women’s 
Association, Women in Business, 
Women Entrepreneurs & Business 
Council [WEBC], Fiji Association of 
Women Graduates [FAWG] and Corona 
have helped to build Courtney’s 
Business Portfolio and opened up new 
doors for sales.

Courtney is the owner and Managing 
Director of Applied Print Design [APD] 
formerly Shoreline Designs which 
according to Kruse is “strategically based 
in the Fiji Islands where the garment 
industry is thriving and is the hub for 
the manufacturing industry. After all, the 
number one rule of business is location”.

APD has found its competitive edge 
offering complimentary one on one 
creative design consultancy to all of its 
customers and because the company is 

eco-friendly and supports a sustainable 
business model, it provides a range of 
environmentally friendly products such 
as eco-banners and backdrops.

But that’s not all says Kruse “watch 
out for us because we will soon launch 
organic cotton and bamboo printed 
t-shirts”.

APD’s most recent campaign was to 
print and produce t-shirts and banners 
for the WOWS Kids Campaign who 
partnered with Uto ni Yalo trust to bring 
the Laughing Samoans over.

 “My success has come through a lot 
of hard work with help and support from 
family, friends and business associations 
and I thank USP for instilling in me the 
desire to want to be my own boss. I hope 
to remain in business for a long time” 
concluded Kruse.
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Hot Court-ture

Innovating for 
Success
For Rajnesh Prasad (far left), the 
highlight of his career was being the “brains” behind M-Paisa, 
Vodafone Fiji’s Mobile Money Transfer service.

An alumnus of The University of the South Pacific, Rajnesh 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science majoring in Computer 
Science and Information Systems in 2004.

He started his career as an IT Cadet at Vodafone in December 
of 2003 after completing his studies and waiting for graduation 
in April of 2004.

“I decided to study IT because the industry was growing at 
the time and I am glad I made that choice”. 

Having been at Vodafone for 11 years now, the man from 
Siberia, Labasa is modest about his achievements.

“I like to use technology for innovation and spent about 3 
months designing the M-Paisa programme” Rajnesh reveals.

He added that M-Paisa was 
Vodafone’s response to customer 
demand for more innovative services 
and its introduction has added to 
the range of products available on 
Vodafone’s m-commerce platform.

A first for Fiji and Vodafone, the 
company launched the M-Paisa mobile transfer money service 
in 2010 and has over 325,000 customers.

There is a no doubt that employees like Rajnesh are an asset 
to Vodafone. Rajnesh Prasad is the current General Manager for 
Sales and Marketing and credits his success to the knowledge 
gained during his undergraduate years. 

“The knowledge you get at USP lays the foundation for 
starting a career, because if your foundation is firm you have a 
good starting point”.

With the support of family and his employer, Rajnesh has 
graduated with a Master in Information Systems from the 
University of Central Queensland and a Master of Business 
Administration from Warwick University in the United Kingdom.

I definitely see myself leading an IT based company in Fiji or 
abroad in 10 years’ time, concluded Prasad.



For Annemarie Dunbar and her daughter Linnea’, 
moving from Denmark to Fiji was an opportunity not 
to be missed. 

“I’ve always been deeply passionate and 
fascinated by the all-encompassing reach, nature 

and importance of the tourism industry. And because tourism 
impacts on all our lives in one way or another, and a small, 
but fabulous, island nation such as Fiji depends on the income 
generated, it was important to me to learn and understand 
much more about the industry so there was no doubt about 
what I wanted to study, Tourism”, she tells Alumni News.

However studying, working and being a full-time mom was 
a balancing act for this Danish native, who lived and worked in 
Vuda Lautoka but studied at USP’s Laucala Campus in Suva. 

“I commuted to Suva every week and because my daughter 
was very young at the time and was happiest with our Vanua in 
Vuda and at the FSC kindy in Lautoka. 

My student life was very expensive, but it was also the 
most stimulating time in my life. Not simply due to the formal 
education, but also the informal learning about the many 
students and cultures from the wide range of Pacific Islands 
was absolutely inspiring”, continued Dunbar. 

Graduating in 2007 with a Bachelor of Arts in Tourism 
and Sociology, Ms. Dunbar lists the following as her career 
highlights since graduation - working as Resort Operations 
Manager at First Landing Resort in Vuda during 2006 and 
her current position as Personal Assistant to the British 
Ambassador in Copenhagen, Denmark.

“In both positions coming to work was the best adrenalin 
high imaginable and I very much felt comfortable in my skin – 
the only 2 times I’ve felt that” shared Dunbar. 

Her advice to students - Do what you are passionate 
about, be passionate about what you do, Being told “No” 
is a challenge to prove someone wrong and have no fear of 
creating and engaging your network both as a student and 
along the path of your career.

Annemarie adds moving back to Europe in 2011 “was 
undoubtedly the biggest challenge – not a choice that I made 
willingly or happily. Fiji changed both me and my daughter, 
and we still struggle to adapt to European ways, attitudes and 
values”.

“It goes without saying that I miss Fiji very much. It also 
goes without saying that I am very happy to be contacted by 
students and fellow alumni if they feel that I can be of help 
either in terms of their academic or their professional lives” 
concluded Dunbar. 

Interested Alumni can contact Annemarie Dunbar through 
email at Annemarie.dunbar2@fco.gov.uk or search for her on 
LinkedIn. 
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I am very happy to 
be contacted by 
students and fellow 
alumni if they feel 
that I can be of help 
either in terms of 
their academic or 
professional lives

Annemarie Dunbar is an alumna of USP, 
having graduated in 2007 with a bachelor 
of Arts in Tourism and Sociology. She now 
works as the PA to Vivienne Life, British 
Ambassador in Copenhagen, Denmark.
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I shall not 
remain 
insignificant

Dr. Mukesh Prasad is an alumnus of USP having 
graduated with his undergraduate and master’s degrees 

in 1991 and 1995 respectively. He is from Boca, Labasa 
Vanualevu. Dr. Prasad is the Policy and Research 

Manager at Clubs Queensland. 

In 2012, Mukesh Prasad completed his PhD in Social Economics 
from the University of Southern Queensland. After the graduation 
ceremony, he slipped a little note into his supervisor’s hand. The 
note read “I shall not remain insignificant”.

Thanks to an Australian Government bursary, his graduation had 
come two years earlier than planned, which was to complete a PhD 
by the age of 45 years. However, the quest to become significant had 
started many years ago. As Mukesh explained, he was born almost 
blind and cannot remember what the world looked like until complex 
eye surgeries restored his sight when he was eight years old. 

“The surgeries restored my vision but my corrective “coke bottle” 
glasses presented a challenge,” Mukesh recalled. “Sadly, many 
people who could make a difference in my life turned their backs 
on me because they didn’t want to have anything to do with the boy 
who couldn’t see!”

The irony was not lost on Mukesh and it took years - and the 
unwavering support of many beautiful people, as he described 
them - to realise that he had got it all wrong. Mukesh was brutally 
honest about the awareness: “it was like finding out that fire burns 
my finger when I understood the limitations were theirs and not 
mine”. 

There was no turning back after this realisation. Mukesh 
secured one of only three public service scholarships on offer and 
completed his Bachelor of Arts in English and History from USP 
in 1991. The choice of majors was determined by his desire to 
become a teacher and make a difference in the lives of physically 
and mentally disadvantaged students; something that he could not 

get himself. In a strange twist of fate, the dream came true when he 
was posted to his former high school.

In 1994, Mukesh returned to USP on a Sasakawa Young Leaders 
Fellowship to pursue postgraduate studies. He graduated with a 
Master of Arts in 1995 and became the first Development Studies 
student to complete his thesis in “record time”. The choice of 
majors, this time around, was motivated by a desire to make a 
difference in the wider world and Mukesh ended up working for a 
major foreign mission in Suva.

“The diplomatic experience was surreal,” Mukesh explained, 
“because it was all about power and strategic interests. It gave me 
a glimpse of human nature at its best – and worst”.

Mukesh migrated to Australia in 2000 and now works as the 
Policy and Research Manager for a peak industry body. He 
provides expert policy advice, including director training to over 
1,000 community sporting, surf life saving, returned services 
leagues and cultural and ethnic clubs.

“The best part of my job is that I’m still making a difference,” 
Mukesh said. “Community clubs are grassroots organisations and 
my work impacts the lives of millions of people who visit these 
venues to connect with friends or to play a sport, have a drink, 
make a bet or two or enjoy musical entertainment.”

Unsurprisingly, Mukesh’s PhD dissertation focused on 
community clubs and it was driven by the desire to address a 
populist perception that community clubs are just liquor and 
gaming venues. In the spirit of making a difference, Mukesh 
investigated this claim and found community clubs are one of the 
few organisations with an innate ability to enrich the social capital 
of their members. As a study participant summarised it, “people 
come to clubs as strangers but often leave as friends”.

The comprehensive study ensured Mukesh’s admission into the 
oldest and most prestigious honour society, Golden Key, which 
admits members by invitation only, based on research excellence 
at the postgraduate level.

“My research skills were honed at USP,” Mukesh explained. “It 
was in those formative years that I built my capacity as a researcher. 
I just fell in love with what I was doing and decided it would make 
a good career.”

Good research skills have led to other exciting endeavours, 
including publication of ten short stories. Mukesh draws inspiration 
from the rapidly changing scenery of life to make his readers 
laugh, cry and, most importantly, enjoy the stories. In Mukesh’s 
writing, the language is simple and direct. It is a minimalist style 
that has had maximum reader effect.

“When I look at my two little boys, I often wonder what more 
life has in store for me,” Mukesh said, “but I know that tomorrow 
is another chance to let go of what I can’t control and make a 
difference in the little ways that I can.” 
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For Ralph Regenvanu, the 
ambition to be a more effective 
agent of policy change was 
the driving force behind him 
studying Law at The University 

of the South Pacific.
As an Alumnus of USP, Ralph 

graduated with a Law Degree in 2011 
from our Emalus campus and also 
received the Gold Medal for the same 
year.

As the current Minister for Lands and 
Natural Resources, Minister Regenvanu 
is leading the way for change by 
initiating the Land Reform in Vanuatu.

“This reform is important because 
since independence in 1980, a lot 
of leases have been signed over 
customary land often without the 
consent of custom owner groups” said 
Minister Regenvanu.

“The new Land Act consists of 
four key changes: they alter the 
Constitution to include recognition of 
customary institutions and a role for 
the Malvatumauri (National Council 
of Chiefs) in providing advice to 
Parliament on changes to land law; 
allowing customary institutions to 
make final determinations of who the 
custom owners of an area of land are; 
removing the power of the Minister over 
customary land; and, it is hoped make 
land dealings fairer”.

“The changes are what the people of 
Vanuatu have asked the government 
to do. They take away the power of 
the Minister to sign leases on behalf 
of custom owners, unless the custom 
owners give their consent. The law 
creates a new fair process for leasing 
customary land, and require that all 
custom owners understand and consent 
to leases on their land” commented 

Minister Regenvanu.
However, the reform was not done in 

isolation.
Minister Regenvanu led a nationwide 

consultation tour, to seek advice on 
the changes needed to the land law in 
Vanuatu. The tour built on the previous 
20 recommendations of the National 
Land Summit held in 2006.

According to Siobhan McDowell, 
Legal Advisor to Minister Regenvanu “a 
High Level Working Group was formed 
of key government, non-government, 
women, youth, business and investor 
representatives to meet regularly 
and provide advice on the drafting. 
A workshop was held in 2013 that 
was chaired by Minister Regenvanu 
and attended by a number of expert 
Australian National University academics 
to provide advice on the package of 
legislation. This work culminated in 
a National Land Law Summit held in 
Port Vila from 16-17 October 2013 and 
attended by the Acting Prime Minister 
and other Ministers, the Malvatumauri 
(National Council of Chiefs), the Director 
of the Vanuatu Cultural Centre and 
Vanuatu Cultural Centre field workers 
from across the island, representatives 
from key government departments 
and non-government organisations, 
and representative Chiefs, women and 
youth chosen during the nationwide 
consultation tour”.

“With the National Land Law Summit 
and Malvatumauri supporting the 
new land law package, the latter and 
the Constitutional amendments were 
passed by the Vanuatu Parliament in 
December 2013 and finally gazetted 
and made law on Thursday February 
30, 2014”.

The new land reform is a historic 
achievement not only for Minister 
Regenvanu but for the people as it gives 
them back the power of their land. 

“I acknowledge that some of the new 
processes for creating new leases on 
customary land are taking longer to set 
up than I would have liked. However, 
this is a transition phase, and we expect 
that once the processes are properly 
put in place, with appropriate resources 
and capacity, new leases will start to be 
issued.

That is the government’s vision for 
the future and I am proud that almost 
all of the Members of Paliament 
looked beyond their own self-interest 
and supported this vision and voted 
for these new land reforms and the 
changes to the Constitution”, Minister 
Regenvanu concluded.

We encourage engagement with 
our Alumni and Minister Regenvanu 
gives back to USP and his community 
through his involvement with the Emalus 
Advisory Committee, supporting 
scholarships for Foundation Students 
and engaging with staff and students 
through forums.

Land Reform in Vanuatu
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Welcome to the 
USP Alumni Network
 
Congratulations to the 840 
graduates who received their 
awards on September 5th at the 
USP Laucala graduation.
Amongst the graduates were two 
[2] PhD students, Baljeet Singh and 
Abdul Hassan from the Faculty of 
Business and Economics.
Congratulations and welcome to 
the USP Alumni Network.
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Ralph Regenvanu 

Country: 
Vanuatu Programme: LLB, 2011
Current Occupation: 
Minister of Lands and Natural Resources, Government of Vanuatu
Why did you choose your field of study? To be able to be a 
more effective agent of policy change
Briefly reflect on your student life at USP? I was a mature-
age student, so I enjoyed being able to engage with younger 
people and work together with them and learn together. I felt I 
was privileged to be able to work together and share in learning 
with young people.
Greatest achievement[s] as a student? I was awarded the USP 
gold medal in law in 2011.
Career Highlights since Graduation? Undertaking the historic 
land law reform in vanuatu as minister of lands in 2013-2014
Who/what do you credit your success to? I am inspired by 
the struggles of ordinary people to improve the lives of their 
communities.
What inspires you? I credit my success to the example and 
leadership of my parents. 
How do you think USP helped you in your career? By giving me 
my law degree and the knowledge associated with it; by linking 
me into a network of alumni throughout the pacific who now are 
my contacts and liaisons in my work.
Describe any challenges you face to reach where you are 
today and how you overcame those challenges? 
I feel that I come from a privileged background so my challenges 
are minor compared to others.
Where do you see yourself in 10 years (career and/or personal 
goals)? 
Having served as Prime Minister of Vanuatu and having made 
some fundamental changes which improve the lives of ni-Vanuatu.

What advice would you give to current and future students 
of USP? 
Develop a passion for learning and for doing your best at what 
you set out to do.
Please share top three tips that you think are most important 
for our current students or recent graduates that will help 
them when starting out on their career paths. 
1. Devote yourself to study
2. Always ask questions – never be afraid to ask questions when 

you need to know something
3. Value your identity and culture
What has your involvement been with the University since 
you graduated? (if any). 
I am on the Emalus Campus Advisory Committee; I have a 
scholarship scheme for foundation students ; I regularly engage 
with students and staff in knowledge forums (public talks, 
symposium, speaking to students, etc).

Alumni Profiles

I was a mature-age student, 
so I enjoyed being able to 
engage with younger people 
and work together with them 
and learn together. I felt I 
was privileged to be able to 
work together and share in 
learning with young people.

7



7

Tamahiki Charlene 
Tukiuha 
Country: Niue 
Programme: Bachelor of Arts 
[Majoring in Sociology & Applied 
Psychology] specialising in 
Counselling. Graduated in 2005
Current Occupation: Community 
Development Manager – Women, 
Youth, Sports & Counselling 
Services 
Why did you choose your field 
of study? 
Initially I had wanted to take up Nursing; unfortunately it didn’t 
work out so Sociology and Applied Psychology (specialising 
in Counselling) was my second option. Human behavior and 
personality have always interested me; especially understanding 
the mystery behind internal and external influences, family 
history and how it contributes to shaping a person’s behavior and 
personality over time. 
Briefly reflect on your student life at USP? ‘Awesome’, ‘Culture 
Shock’, ‘Overwhelmed’, ‘Excited’, ‘Forced to be responsible’, 
‘Independent’, ‘Learn the hard way’ and ‘Anxious’ are some 
words that describes my life as a student at USP. An experience 
of a life time, and literally puts meaning to “either you sink or 
swim” - being away from parents and having to take responsibility 
and make decisions, and at the same time trying not to lose sight 
of my mission – “to complete my programme and graduate within 
the allocated timeframe”.
Greatest achievement[s] as a student. Graduating with a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Applied Psychology & Sociology in 
2005 and having great respect and gratitude to my parents for all 
the teaching and discipline whilst growing up, even though I have 
to admit it didn’t make sense at the time, but being away from 
home, sure put things into perspective.
Career Highlights since Graduation. Since graduating, I’ve 
been employed by the Government of Niue for about 9 years 
now. During that time, I have progressed both professionally 
and personally and have learnt and faced many challenges, but 
all in all these experiences have made me a better person that 
appreciates the many things life has to offer. In 2012, I graduated 
with a Diploma in Counseling with the Australian Institute of 
Professional Counselors which have enhanced my knowledge, 
skills and services offered to the residence of Niue. Another 
highlight since graduation for me would be my appointment in 2010 
as the Chairperson of the Board of Directors for the Broadcasting 
Corporation of Niue for one and a half term. Unfortunately, due to 
personal reasons I resigned in 2013, but confident that under my 
leadership, the Corporation achieved many objectives. 
Who/what do you credit your success to? What inspires you? 
I give credit to my heavenly father for blessing me with great, 
humble and supportive parents; families; USP families, friends, 
Lecturers and Tutors who were my support hub, my strength 
during my years of study, which provided me with an enabling 
environment to successfully complete my programme and 
graduate. I would like to think that my experience and success 
will inspire others to follow their dreams and in turn inspire others 

How do you think USP helped you in your career? USP is unique 
in itself, with its structure and programmes tailored specifically 
for the people of the Pacific. One can really appreciate that 
regardless of which USP one studies in, it will feel just like home – 
“a home away from home”, which also contributes to an enabling 
environment to successfully complete one’s programme. 
Describe any challenges you face to reach where you are 
today and how you overcame those challenges? There were 
so many challenges but a few come to mind. 

CHALLENGE APPROACH

Understanding 
and following 
protocol at all 
levels

As frustrating it may seem, but it 
helps to understand that protocols 
at any level are put in place for a 
reason

Not been taken 
seriously as 
someone that 
can effectively 
contribute to 
society

As much as one tries to prove that 
he/she can (just as much as another/ 
older person) effectively contribute 
to society, the perspective would 
always be “one must prove one’s 
worth” especially if one is young. To 
overcome this, it helps to participate 
in community dos, be ready to take 
up challenges, learn from others and 
try to be diplomatic at all times – it’s 
hard but overtime one can benefit 
from it.

Thinking that one 
knows everything 
just because he/
she is a graduate

It is easy to get it into one’s head 
that we know everything, but it is 
important to understand that one 
can learn from others and vise –
versa 

 
Where do you see yourself in 10 years (career and/or personal 
goals)? Eventually I would like to move to the private sector, but 
for now I am happy where I am both professionally and personally. 
What advice would you give to current and future students of 
USP? I would encourage current and future students to enjoy and 
absorb as much as you can during your years of study, because it 
is an experience of a life time but never lose sight of why you are 
there. Do yourself, your family and nation proud! 
Please share top three tips that you think are most important 
for our current students or recent graduates that will help 
them when starting out on their career paths. 
1.  Don’t assume/ think you know everything just because you 

are a graduate as you can learn a lot from others, and it will 
help with your personal and personally growth; 

2.  A person never stops learning – take up short or long term 
courses; contribute to the community, do some voluntary 
work it helps keep the mind active. 

3.  Remember to give back the praise and glory to the Heavenly  
Father for everything, yes both the good/bad; as everything 
happens for a reason. 

What has your involvement been with the University since you 
graduated? (if any). I was one of the Local Tutors for Sociology 
at our local USP Campus, a member of the Niue USP Advisory 
Board and was appointed Niue’s Team Supervisor on the Kizuna 
Bond of Friendship Tour to Japan and now one of the USP Alumni. 

Alumni Profiles
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JOVILISI QOROYA 
(Fiji) graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts in 
1998 and a Master of 
Commerce in 2011. 
With his children as 
his inspiration, the sky 
was the limit for Jovilisi 
Qoroya in pursuing 

further studies at The University of the South 
Pacific. “This decision was a good career 
move for me as after my Masters graduation 
I got promoted to a senior level position at 
work” commented Jovilisi. He is now a Senior 
Administrative Officer with the Fiji Government. 

LENSLEY LIVU BANI 
KWIRI [Vanuatu] 
Because of his interest 
in Geography from his 
school days, Lensley 
did not have trouble 
picking a major for his 
studies. He graduated 
with a Bachelor of 

Arts (Geography/Population Studies & 
Demography) in 1998 and now works as 
a Social Science Teacher Trainer with the 
Vanuatu Institute of Teacher Education.

PRIESTLY HABRU 
[Solomon Islands] 
Graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts in 
Journalism and Literature 
and Language in 2002. 
Being an outgoing person 
who loves travelling, 
visiting new places and 

meeting people he chose to study Journalism 
to fine-tune his interest in writing and 
communication. Priestly now owns and works 
as the Editor for the Island Sun Newspaper in 
the Solomon Islands.

UMESH NAND [Fiji] 
graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts Majoring 
in Accounting and 
Computing Science in 
2002. He completed 
his Master in Business 
Administration in 2011 
and also won the Gold 

Medal. He now works at Datec Fiji Ltd as the 
Manager Professional Services and Projects 
Professional Services 

AKKA RIMON [Kiribati] 
graduated in 2003 with a 
Bachelor of Arts double 
majoring in Journalism 
and History Politics. 
She has worked at five 
ministries in Kiribati since 
her career began in the 
Government in 2004.

FALETOESE ASAUA 
[Samoa] graduated 
with a MBA from USP 
in 2004 and received a 
gold medal as well. He 
has worked in Financial 
Management role in a 
local financial institution, 
a telecommunication 
company and currently 
working as an 
Accountant for Alafua 
Campus in Samoa.

MERESEINI 
TUIVUNIWAI [Fiji] is from 
Sigatoka and graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts 
in Management & Public 
Administration and 
Literature & Language in 
2005. For Mereseini, the 

opportunity to travel the world and the Pacific 
were great career highlights. She now works 
as the Communications Officer at the Pacific 
Islands Forum Secretariat.

VANESSA MARSH [Niue] 
has been appointed to 
the position of Director 
of Tourism Niue. Vanessa 
is an Alumna of The 
University of the South 
Pacific having graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts 
with majors in Tourism 

and Fisheries in 2006. Vanessa was also Miss 
Niue and Miss South Pacific 2008 -2009.

JOSEPH IROGA 
[Solomon Islands] 
graduated with a LLB 
in 2006 and a Post 
Graduate Diploma 
in Legal Practice in 
2007. He is working 
as a successful legal 
practitioner (Barrister and 
Solicitor) in the Solomon 
Islands.

JUNIOR NGATOKORUA 
[Cook Islands] was 
inspired by Law Professor 
Donald Paterson, Junior 
chose to study Law as it 
also related to his work. 
Through hard work and 
determination he was 
able to complete the LLB 
and PDLP programme in 

2006. He now works as the Senior Maritime 
Officer/Legal for the Ministry of Transport in 
the Cook Islands.

NITESH CHAND 
[Fiji] graduated with a 
Bachelor in Accounting/
Financial Management & 
Banking/Finance in 2007. 
Being comfortable with 
numbers, Accounting 
and Finance was an 
obvious choice for his 
studies. Nitesh says that 
“USP Definitely helped 

build a stepping stone towards my carrier in 
accounting”. He is now the Head of Corporate 
at Fiji Television Ltd. 

MORIANA PHILLIP 
[Marshall Islands] is 
originally from the 
Marshall Islands but 
currently residing in 
Australia. She graduated 
from USP with a 
Bachelor in Science 
[BSc] in Environment 

Science in 2008. She 
later completed her Master in Science [MSc] 
in Integrated Water Management from the 
University of Queensland, Australia.

KIRTIKA DEO [Fiji] 
Intrigued by the field of 
management, Kirtika 
is now pursuing PhD 
studies at the University 
of Western Sydney. 
She completed her 
undergraduate and MBA 
studies in 2008 and 2013 
respectively with The 
Uniiversity of the South 
Pacific.

SAIASI FULI [Fiji] started 
with a rugby career 
representing Fiji with 
the Flying Fijians after 
completing high school. 
Already a civil servant 
he decided to enrol with 
USP and graduated with 
a Bachelor in Commerce 
in 2008. He now 
works as Development 
Manager, Cricket Fiji, 
International Cricket 
Council.
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After graduating with a Diploma in Education in 1982 
from the USP, I was posted to Dreketi High School in 
Vanua Levu at the beginning of 1983 as a Mathematics 
and Science teacher. Being originally from Dreketi, it 
gave me an opportunity to teach at my old school. 

At the beginning of 1984, I was appointed as the Acting Head 
of Science Department at the school. I was confirmed in the 
position at the beginning of 1988. 

In 1989, I was awarded an in-service scholarship by the Fiji 
Government to complete my Bachelor in Science (BSc) degree at 
USP. This I successfully completed at the end of 1991 majoring 
in Chemistry, Biology and Mathematics. After this, I was posted 
to Laucala Bay Secondary School in Suva as the Head of the 
Science Department. During 1992 and 1993, I completed my 
Post-Graduate Diploma in Chemistry from USP. In October 1994, 
I joined The Curriculum Development Unit at The Ministry of 
Education as the Senior Education Officer (Health Science). 

In October 1996, I was awarded a scholarship to do my 
Masters in Science (MSc) at the University of Leeds in the UK. 
Unfortunately, I could not complete this due to personal reasons. 
At the beginning of 1997, 

I was appointed as the Senior Education Officer in charge of 
Chemistry at the Curriculum Development Unit. In 1999 I was 
awarded another scholarship to do my Master in Science (MSc) 
in Chemistry at USP, which I successfully completed in 2000. 

In October 2003, I moved to Hamilton in New Zealand and have 
remained in Hamilton since, as a student and a secondary school 
teacher. 

I completed an MPhil degree in Chemistry from the University 
of Waikato in 2010. Currently, I am studying for my PhD in 
Science Education at the University of Wailkato. The topic of my 
research is “Public understanding of the Nature of Science and 
engagement with socio-scientific debates”.

The University of the South Pacific has largely been responsible 
for almost everything I have achieved in my life. The USP has not 
only provided me with the knowledge and skills to enable me to 
serve in different positions in my career but it also gave me the 
skills to deal with everyday life issues. 

 USP is very aware of the needs of the Pacific students and 
understands them well. Apart from setting me up for real life, USP 
has given me my most precious memories. 

The current and future students at the USP should make the 
best of their time there.

I wish to most sincerely thank all my former lecturers and staff 
of USP for making me who I am today. I would also love to hear 
from former and current USP students, especially those I studied 
with in regards to what they are up to now. 

My e-mail is njp10@waikato.ac.nz.

Alumni Diary

The University of the South Pacific has not only 
provided me with the knowledge and skills to 
enable me to serve in different positions in my 
career but it also gave me the skills to deal 
with everyday life issues. 

Narendra Jai Prasad [MSc, 2000, PGD (Chem), 1993, BSc, 1991, Dip. Ed. 
(1982) (USP), MPhil (2010), PhD (Science Education, In progress) (University of 
Waikato)]

Rennier Gadabu (left) and Ilisapeci Vakacegu (right) are 
from Nauru and Fiji respectively. These young graduates 
are championing the cause for Climate Change as they 
work under the Alliance of Small Islands States [AOSIS] 
Fellowship Programme. 

Advocating for their respective countries, Rennier and 
Ilisapeci are now based in New York and will complete 
their fellowship in February 2015.

Negotiating for  
Climate Change
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As an alumnus of The University of the South Pacific, 
I’m proud to have been a product of its journalism 
programme. I completed my Bachelor of Arts (BA) 
with double majors in Journalism, Language and 
Literature in July 2002.

After graduating from USP, I worked as a reporter for the 
Solomon Star Newspaper which is based in Honiara, until I left 
in 2006 to start my own newspaper. 

A couple of colleagues and I from the Solomon Star, decided 
to start our own newspaper and am proud to say we launched 
the Island Sun Newspaper on October 6, 2006.

One of my colleagues at USP journalism class Mr Evan 
Wasuka was also instrumental in assisting us produce the 
Island Sun Newspaper on a weekly basis. However he was also 
venturing into television and was one of the people along with 
veteran radio journalist Dorothy Wickham who started One TV 
around the same time that we started Island Sun.

The determination to start a newspaper business was driven 
through my small experience with Solomon Star and my big 
dreams. However I’m largely indebted to my colleagues Mr 
Mathias Loji and Mr Richard Toke whose experience and 
knowledge of the local media industry, have contributed to the 
success of the Island Sun. My gratitude also goes out to another 
colleague Mr Donaldson Rusa who was with us when the Islands 
Sun started but has since left. 

Starting with a weekly publication that came out every Friday, 
the Island Sun was just another paper trying to survive in a small 
media market which was dominated by the Solomon Star who 
published a newspaper each day for 7 days. 

By 2007, the Island Sun added its second publication on 
Wednesdays. By end of the same year, Monday was added, 
increasing our publication days to 3 times a week. 

On July 7, 2008, the Solomon Islands celebrated its 30th 
anniversary of independence and the Island Sun saw this as 
an opportunity to expand its publication days so Tuesday and 
Thursday was added in mid-2008.

From July 2008 until June 2014, Island Sun was a daily paper 
publishing from Monday to Friday. In June 21, 2014, Island Sun 
published its first Saturday issue and is hoping a Sunday issue 
will be added soon. This Saturday issue was published a week 
after I arrived back in Honiara upon completing a semester 
studying at USP.

I took a break from work early in 2014 to do a Postgraduate 
Certificate in Gender Studies, thanks to the Australian Agency 
for International Development (AusAID) for sponsoring my 
studies under its Australian Award Pacific Scholarship (AAPS). 

I’m now looking forward to attend my first ever graduation 
ceremony on 12 September 2014 in Honiara as I have never 
participated in such ceremonies since high school, except for 
covering such events as a reporter.

My USP degree was posted to me and the package containing 
that important paper with the famous USP coconut logo and 
seal was slipped through my door by some unknown people, 

probably a work colleague or a relative and I stumbled on it when 
I arrived home from work. When I opened the package, it was my 
degree paper, I smiled and that was it.

It was good to be back in USP after I left in mid-2002 and 
noticed there were some physical changes especially the new 
Japan-Pacific Information and Communications Technology 
(ICT) building but the Laucala Campus will always remain in my 
heart forever.

I came to USP in 2000 as a second year student having 
attended the University of Papua New Guinea (UPNG)previously 
and opted to come to USP after student protests halted the 
journalism programme there.

I was able to join the Journalism programme at USP thanks to 
my former UPNG lecturer Dr David Robie. 

The 2000 coup in Fiji meant USP was affected, however, it was 
also a blessing in disguise for a budding journalist like myself to 
try the practical side of our journalism theories. I was amongst 
those journalism students who covered the 2000 Coup as it 
happened in Suva. 

The Fiji election in 2001 also put us journalism students to 
work, honing our skills in the field.

I was also a student volunteer during orientation in 2001 
and chairperson of student welfare within the Solomon Islands 
Students Association (SISA). I played soccer and enjoyed my 
optional courses in music and physical education by attending 
aerobics and yoga sessions at the Community Recreation 
Centre (CRC).

A highlight of my student days was participating as the 
“Prime Minister of Solomon Islands” in the South Pacific Islands 
Conference of Leaders (SPICOL) organised by the history/
politics department as it helped to build my confidence in public 
speaking and networking.

Participating in both academic and extra-curricular activities 
within USP helped me to be where I am today. The network of 
friends I established at USP go a long way in forging that trust 
and confidence in each other. 

I still keep in touch with some of my former lecturers and media 
colleagues who have been through USP and to be back at USP 
in 2014 was like a homecoming. If given the chance to continue 
my studies, I will not hesitate to choose USP again.

Looking back, I’m happy and satisfied with both the academic 
and social development USP bestowed upon me. To be one of 
the owners and Editor of the Island Sun Newspaper, perhaps the 
second biggest newspaper in the Solomon Islands right now is 
a huge achievement for me and I’m equally indebted to USP, my 
lecturers, colleagues and friends for bringing me to where I am 
today. 

Finally, USP is a family to both my wife Claudina and I. Claudina 
is also a USP Alumna of the Law School at Emalus Campus 
and we wish to keep our connection with USP and encourage 
young Solomon Islanders to choose USP as a regional hub for 
knowledge, skills and career development.
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Priestly Habru is an Alumnus of The University of 
the South Pacific having graduated in 2002 with 
a BA in Journalism and Literature and Language 
and in 2014 graduated with a postgraduate 
certificate in Gender Studies. He is the owner 
and editor of the Island Sun Newspaper in the 
Solomon Islands.





Stay Connected 
to USP, your 

Alma Mater!

Our professional network provides opportunities make new business 
contacts, obtain referrals, view professional profiles of other alumni and 

inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavors. 

Register Online: alumni.usp.ac.fj

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin

@USPAlumni

Get Library 
Privileges 
when you’re 
an Alumni 
When you join The 
University of the South 
Pacific Alumni Network 
[USPAN], you have access 
to a range of benefits 
including library privileges. 
Borrow the latest business 
journals or sit in and have 
a read, it’s up to you. 
For membership rates log 
onto:
www.usp.ac.fj/
libmembership

Interested in reconnecting 
with classmates, making 
new friends or a casual get 
together for old times’ sake?
In Kiribati 
Contact Tebeio Tamton
E: nambeio@gmail.com 

In New Zealand 
Contact Mr. Vikash Singh 
E: shavik911@yahoo.com or  
vikash@oporto.co.nz  
T: +642 1 631595

In Nauru
Contact Alamanda Lauti
E: Lauti_a@usp.ac.fj
T: +674 5577462

In Tuvalu
Contact Fetagisi Titi
E: fetagisi.titi@usp.ac.fj
T: +688 20704

In the United States of America  
Contact Helen Chandra
E: hchelenchandra@gmail.com

In Vanuatu  
Contact Ms. Joys Kensen 
E: joykensen@gmail.com or  
mkensen@vanuatu.gov.vu 
T: +678 22362 or +678 5657688



T: +679 3232914 
E: alumni@usp.ac.fj 
www.usp.ac.fj/alumni unisouthpacific

www.facebook.com/USP.Team
@UniSouthPacific


