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Dreams of being a social 
worker changed to a career in 
Academia for Prof. Vijay Naidu. 
USP Alumnus and Academic, 

Prof. Naidu was born and educated in Fiji 
and the United Kingdom.
He was one of the fortunate few to study at 
USP when it first started and obtained his 
undergraduate and masters qualifications 
in 1974 and 1980 respectively. Prof. 
Naidu is the Director of Development 
Studies at USP’s School of Government, 
Development and International Affairs 
(SGDIA).
“It would have been highly unlikely that 
I would have attended university if USP 
had not been established two years 
before I completed high school. So I owe 
a lot to USP. The BA degree that I did at 
USP put me on a very firm foundation to 
build a career in academia,” he said.
“My student life was fairly full,” continued 
Prof. Naidu. “I was actively involved 
in sports (soccer both as a player and 
manager), student politics (held position 
of USPSA VP), School of Social and 
Economic Development (SSED) Board 
of Studies and Senate, engaged with the 

Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific 
(NFIP) Movement and socially but I never 
lost sight of my academic work.”
Prof. Naidu started work in 1973 and 
2015 marks his 42th work anniversary, 
much of which has been at USP.
According to Prof. Naidu, his greatest 
achievement as a student was achieving 
excellent grades, and graduating with a 
MA with distinction, being part of the USP 
soccer team who made it into the first 
(premier) division of the Suva Soccer club 
league competition, having a large group 
of friends from throughout the region 
especially from the Solomon Islands, 
Samoa and Tonga, completing his 
doctoral degree (1989) in the Sociology 
of Development at the University of 
Sussex, Falmer, UK where the Doctor of 
Philosophy was entitled State, Class and 
Politics in the South Pacific.
Prof. Naidu lists his achievements after 
graduation as becoming an academic 
and rising from a part-time tutor to 
the rank of Professor and serving the 
University in senior positions as Head 
of School, Dean, Pro-Vice Chancellor 
(Academic) and Acting Vice-Chancellor.  
Working as Professor and Director of 
Development Studies for (2003-2006) at 
the School of Geography, Environment 
and Earth Sciences (SGEES), Faculty of 
Science, Victoria University of Wellington, 
New Zealand. Winning ‘The Victorias’ award 
on being recognized by the postgraduate 
student association of Victoria University 
of Wellington (VUW) as the ‘Best Post-
Graduate Supervisor in the Faculty of 
Science’ in 2006. Having peer esteem in 
areas of specialism such as migration, 
ethnic relations, social development, social 
protection and poverty reduction, the state 
and development, and Pacific Studies.

When asked who / what inspires him, 
Prof Naidu said “my mother who pushed 
me to be a conscientious student; two 
primary school teachers Mrs. Fugiwai 
and Mr. David Blackelock; in secondary 
school, Brother Theophane and Brother 
Lambert and my university mentors, the 
late Dr Ahmed Ali, Professor John Harre, 
Sione Tupouniua, the late Professor 
Ron Crocombe, the late Professor 
Tom Bottomore and Professor David 
Harrison. USP colleagues such as 
Professors Rajesh Chandra and former 
colleagues such as Professor Wadan 
Narsey, Dr Howard van Tease, and Mr 
Ivan Williams as well as some excellent 
students. I am inspired by those scholars 
and personalities who through their 
scholarship and activism (including 
creative work such as songs) speak 
to power and work for social justice. I 
admire the life work of Mahatma Gandhi, 
Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King, Che 
Guevara and Fidel Castro.”
According to Prof. Naidu, “there have 
been many challenges both personal and 
professional, including the coups in Fiji. A 
number of academics and activists were 
rounded up, detained and tortured after 
the second coup of 1987, and I was one 
of them.”
His advice to students “work hard in 
your studies which means reading a lot 
and doing assigned work promptly but 
also use your learning to improve the 
lives of those who are not so privileged. 
Uphold values of honesty, respect, love 
and kindness, eschew being judgmental, 
narcisstic, and arrogant.”
When asked about his future plans, he 
replied, “I hope to continue as a public 
intellectual in and work with human rights 
NGOs in 10 year’s time.”

Prof. Vijay Naidu



A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was 
signed on 17th August between The University 
of the South Pacific (USP) and a leading car 
rental company, AVIS Fiji.

Under the partnership, AVIS Fiji will provide preferential 
rates on rental vehicles to USP alumni as part of the 
alumni benefits programme to members of USP’s 
Alumni Network (USPAN).
This benefit will also be available at AVIS offices in the 
Solomon Islands, Tonga, Samoa and Vanuatu. USP 
Alumni travelling to or living in these countries can also 
take advantage of this partnership.
The signing, which took place at the USP Laucala 
campus in Suva, was attended by the USP Vice-
Chancellor and President, Professor Rajesh Chandra 
and senior staff of the University as well as the Chief 
Executive Officer Toyota Tsusho (South Sea) Ltd trading 
as Asco Motors (Franchisee of Avis), Mr Jai Kumar and 
his team.
Speaking at the signing ceremony, Professor Chandra 
said that USP is pleased to partner with AVIS Fiji and 
looks forward to a productive partnership.
He mentioned that the MOU is a significant one for USP 
because AVIS is the first company to partner with USP 

alumni for the benefits programmeme.
He said that USP has about 44,000 alumni and that the 
University is looking into further improving its alumni 
network, particularly in terms of providing more benefits 
to members of USPAN in future.
“We want to keep in touch with our alumni and keep 
them interested. As we come to our 50th anniversary in 
2018, we want to create a very nice alumni network and 
see what we can all do together to mark the anniversary,” 
he added. 
In his remarks, Mr Jai Kumar said that AVIS Fiji was 
delighted to partner with USP for their rental needs as it 
is a first initiative for the company as a rental business to 
partner with an educational institution.
He stated that AVIS is a trusted and award-winning 
brand with a long history of innovation in car rental 
industry and is one of world’s top brands for customer 
loyalty with a commitment to true convenience and 
exceptional service.
“We will ensure a stress free car rental experience to the 
USPAN by providing superior services that cater to our 
customer’s individual needs, always conveying the ‘We 
Try Harder’ spirit with knowledge, caring and a passion 
for excellence. We are indeed delighted and privileged to 
work in partnership with USP to bring about awareness 
to the USP Alumni out there,” Mr Kumar added.
AVIS commenced operations in Fiji over 40 years ago 
and currently operates in 6 locations. These are: Nadi 
International Airport, Port Denarau, Suva (Ratu Mara 
Road, Nabua), Nausori Airport Terminal, Labasa (Asco 
Motors) and Sigatoka (Olosara).
USP alumni are encouraged to contact the Alumni Office 
to register to be part of USPAN to access preferential 
rates on rental vehicles from AVIS Fiji. Alumni will need 
to present their personalised USP Alumni ID Card to 
claim this benefit. Those who do have the alumni card 
need to register by contacting the Alumni office.
Another new initiative is alumni merchandise, including 
ladies and men’s bula shirts, baseball caps, key tags, 
beanies and coffee mugs which can be purchased from 
the Book Centre here at Laucala Campus or online:
http://uspbookcentre.com/store/merchant.
mv?Screen=CTGY&Store_Code=UBC&Category_
Code=ALU

“We will ensure a 
stress free car rental 

experience to the 
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USP & AVIS Fiji sign MOU to benefit Alumni
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With his dad as his inspiration, Joe 
Natuman Junior always aspired to be 
a Lawyer.
“Growing up I have always aspired 

to become a lawyer as I have noticed that many 
people often look to lawyers when faced with any 
controversial issues in their life and surprisingly 
lawyers often have the solutions for their problems. 
Furthermore, lawyers always seem to have this 
calm and collective characteristic about them that I 
admire and respect” he said.

Graduating with a double degree in Commerce and 
Law in 2012, Joe now works as State Counsel for 
the State Law Office in Vanuatu.

A recent graduate Joe says “I do not think I have 
reached by peek in terms of my career however 
some career highlights so far is being appointed as 
a Legislative Drafter for the State Law Office where I 
am responsible for drafting all the laws of Vanuatu. In 
this role, I utilise both my legal skills and economics 
analytical skills in scrutinising policy and drafting the 
laws of Vanuatu.”

USP is proud to have graduated close to 44,000 
Alumni in Fiji, the region and beyond who are able 
to enter the work force career ready because of the 
relevant education that our graduates receive.

According to Joe “USP has not only helped me in my 
career in terms of providing me with the necessary 
academic tools to be in the real world but it has also 
helped me develop other aspects of my life which 
has helped me in my career. For example USP has 
developed my analytical skill which has empowered 
me in my career to be very critical and analyse in 
detail every matter that is brought before me. I want 
to be a fair and just lawyer who can help the people 
of Vanuatu.”

“Apart from the relevant education that USP has 
provided me, it also exposed me to different areas 
of social life - from the social functions at the Halls 
of Residence to Open Day and the Inter-Tertiary 
Games.”

However, Joe shares “my greatest achievement 
as a student would probably have to be when I 
was selected to be the valedictorian for the USP 
graduation at Emalus campus in 2012. It was extra 
special for me because I graduated in my home 
country.”

With his parents and God as his inspiration, Joe 
strives to work hard and knows that the key to 
success is his willpower to achieve something not 
for himself but for the benefit of someone else.

“I learnt from my Mom who showed me in her 
own way as a hardworking mother that the key to 
success to your willpower to achieve something not 
for yourself but for the benefit of someone else. This 
is what has inspired to both during my education 
and my working career to study and work hard for 
the benefit of not myself but for my family and the 
people of Vanuatu.”

In 10 years’ time, Joe hopes to be a professional 
in the field of legislative drafting, go for further 
education, become unconditionally admitted into 
the Courts of Vanuatu and build a house for his 
family.

 

Joe Natuman Junior 

USP has not only helped me in my 
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the necessary academic tools to be in 
the real world but it has also helped me 
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A lawyer for the People
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What do you do when you stumble upon 
the ‘holy grail’ of wisdom?
This was the dilemma Dr. Mukesh 
Prasad faced shortly after he started 

his teaching career at Naleba College in Labasa, 
Vanua Levu, twenty-three years ago. He provided 
his response in a presentation (of the same title) at 
the Golden Key 2015 International Summit at Gold 
Coast, Australia, on 17 July. USP profiled Mukesh in 
the Alumni News (September, 2014).

Mukesh was assigned to teach English Language 
skills to Years 10-12 students. It was a daunting task 
because the College was anything but resourceful 
and he was 22 years old and in his first job. 

“My Bachelor’s degree in linguistics and literature 
from USP saved me,” Mukesh said.

Mukesh’s situation was complicated because the 
college was located in a farming community, so 
everything was seasonal. There were too many days 
when at least half of his classrooms was empty 
because the children were out on the farms helping 
their parents. Needless to say, learning took a 
backseat on these days.

All this while, Mukesh was also being assessed as 
a teacher by the school administration and only 
one performance benchmark mattered to them. It 
was the exam result and Mukesh fell dramatically 
short of it, despite his strenuous regime of lesson 
preparation, careful delivery and test rehearsals.

“I can’t remember how many times I wished if 
only my difficulties would somehow disappear but 
nothing happened,” Mukesh recalled. “Nothing 
happened because I was waiting for the solution, 
rather than going after it,” he added.

Mukesh quotes Will Rogers, artist, commentator 
and journalist, to explain his predicament as follows: 
“Even if you’re on the right track, you’ll get run over 
if you just sit there.”

So Mukesh inadvertently learnt the most important 
lesson of his life. It is that no matter how dire his 
situation is, he can always do something about it. 
He did: he developed an educational chart. Mukesh 
called it The Essay Flowchart for the strategic reason 
that it was “an essay in a flowchart.”

The Essay Flowchart resonated with his students 
because it was not traditional textbook learning. 
There weren’t hundreds of pages to read and 
understand but just two A3 pages, printed back to 
back, and stuck together. The Essay Flowchart broke 
the enormous task of learning into manageable 
components (akin to stages of farming) for his 
students.

For Mukesh, The Essay Flowchart represented a 
complete learning package because he could take 
his students from vocabulary to parts of speech, to 
sentence construction, to paragraph development 
and ultimately to structured writing. He could 
complete these stages systematically and visually.

‘It was an unorthodox experiment but the results 
were spectacular,” Mukesh said. 

The pass rate in Mukesh’s class jumped from 50% 
to 92%, which was another 17 students in a class of 
40 students. Astonishingly, one of his students was 
also awarded the Bayly Trust Prize for scoring the 
highest mark in English in the national Year 12 Fiji 
School Leaving Certificate. 

“But The Essay Flowchart went further than its 
academic purpose,” Mukesh explained. 

 Mukesh sold The Essay Flowchart for $1 each, with 
the provision that it was available free to any student 
who cannot afford it, thus financially supporting his 
poor students and the school. 

“I built The Essay Flowchart on a simple premise: 
that you don’t ‘make’ things happen; you ‘let’ things 
happen,” Mukesh explained. 
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Transformative 
Hope: The Gift 
of Relevance

Dr.  Mukesh Prasad is an alumnus of USP having graduated with his 

undergraduate and master’s degrees in 1991 and 1995 respectively. He is 

the Policy and Research Manager at Clubs Queensland in Australia
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By that, Mukesh meant that when you create the 
right circumstances, anything can happen. He 
found that the more his students got organised in 
their thoughts and skills, the more they became 
better thinkers who could understand and analyse 
information; better writers who could structure and 
organise information; and better speakers who 
could tailor and present information. This was not 
only became evident in English but in the other 
subjects too.

“Of course, they were not as polished as I wanted 
them to be, but it was a great start from nothing,” 
Mukesh stressed. “For once, they meant what they 
said and said what they meant.” 

Like everyone else, Mukesh was astounded at the 
dramatic difference the Essay Flowchart made, so 
he investigated it a few years later. He found three 
factors made the critical difference. The first was 
vision: you must be able to foresee the desired results 
with clarity and conviction. The second was variety: 
you must be willing to do something different to get 
the desired results. The third was value: you must 
make it worthwhile to pursue the desired results. 

“The ingenious thing about these three factors is that 
they loosely correlate to problem-method-solution,” 
Mukesh said, “but they needed a fourth component 
to harness their full potential.”

The fourth component is what Mukesh labels the 
holy grail of wisdom. It is “gratitude,” or the joy of 
being grateful for wherever you are in your life. When 
you focus on gratitude, you focus on what you have, 
rather than what you lack. 

As Mukesh explained, numerous research have 
found that when you are grateful, your perspective 
of life changes: you want to help, rather than hinder; 
you want give, rather than just take; and you want 
to heal, rather than hurt. This is not pseudoscience 

but an area of research called neuroplasticity, or 
how the brain rewires itself as a result of changes in 
behaviour, thinking and emotion.

“What I’m saying is that when you fuse gratitude 
with vision, variety and value, you develop a new 
paradigm where you want to be good and to do 
good. That’s exactly what happened to me with The 
Essay Flowchart, because gratitude helped me to 
harness my three years of learning at USP for a great 
cause.” 

Mukesh is the first one to admit that gratitude is a 
potent emotion, so it is hard to cultivate because it 
scares away a lot of people. This is not surprising 
because gratitude means opening yourself to a range 
of emotions such as the ability to appreciate what 
you have; to let go, forgive or give a second chance; 
and to help and share. In a fiercely competitive 
world, anything that is not decisive is considered 
a weakness and you don’t want to appear weak 
because it can damage your career, your reputation 
and even your relationships.

So Mukesh stressed that he had no magic formula as 
to how to cultivate gratitude but he found it worked 
well if it becomes a habit because it then becomes 
an integral behaviour like saying “thank you.” If a 
situation arises where you can make a difference, 
you are then positively inclined to taking concrete 
steps.

“The challenge is not that there aren’t opportunities 
waiting in our daily paths to change the world,” 
Mukesh emphasised, “it is that we need to become 
good at whatever we want to be and then strive to 
be meaningful, not just significant.” 

On this note, Mukesh’s takeaway message was that 
you shine and help others to shine too and if you can 
do both, you can redefine the world in and around 
you. You step on holy ground. 

5

The challenge is not that there aren’t 
opportunities waiting in our daily paths to 

change the world - it is that we need to become 
good at whatever we want to be and then strive 

to be meaningful, not just significant
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USP Alumnus Mereia Carling was a 
presenter at the annual USP Vice-
Chancellors Student Panel on 9th 
September 2015. 

“With the theme “Nurturing Talent for Today and 
Tomorrow; It will take everyone,” Mereia presented 
on the principle of participation and how it related to 
the theme.

With over 15 years experience in children and youth 
development, Mereia focused on the role of youth 
participation in nurturing talent for active citizenship. 

“My presentation will look at the relationship 
between participation and the development of 
talent and how it is important to citizenship and 
national development; which is loosely based on 
my Master’s thesis which I completed here at USP 
which explored how the principle of participation 
could be used to maximise the potential of young 
people in Fiji,” Mereia said. 

“Essentially my topic was based on the fact that the 
2006 labor market survey indicated that more than 

35,000 young people were unemployed,” Carling 
continued. 

According to Mereia, “the Principle of participation is 
well embedded in the human rights framework such 
as the UN declaration on the right to development, 
Article 25 of the Millennium Declaration, article 12 
of the Convention on the rights of the child and 
freedom of expression.” 

Participation when looked at in the context of Human 
and child development empowers responsibility to 
be active citizens.

“Participation needs to be meaningful, needs to 
influence the agenda and contribute to capacity 
building in the following ways; 

1. Representation through democratic structures 
and processes where youth can present their 
issues

2. Equity 

3. Potential for sustainability through student 
unions, youth organisations 

4. Meaningful Participation 

5. Capacity Building 

“So it will take everyone, children, parents, 
institutions, governemnet to nurture talent ,” Carling 
concluded.

Mereia graduated with a Postgraduste Diploma 
in Development Studies in 2007 and a Master’s in 
Development  Studies in 2010. She currently works 
for the Secretariat of the Pacific Communications as 
their Social Development Advisor.

Talent 
through 

participation

Participation needs to 
be meaningful, needs 

to influence the agenda 
and contribute to 
capacity building

Mereia Carling at the USP Vice-
Chancellor’s Student Panel
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While the internet gives us the world at 
our finger tips, we have to exercise 
caution.
Meet Jeff Garae, a PhD cyber Security 

student at the University of Waikato in New 
Zealand. Originally from Vanuatu, Jeff completed his 
undergraduate degree with USP in 2010 majoring in 
Computer Science and Information Science.
“USP has helped me in many ways and areas but 
most importantly USP has exposed me to the outside 
world, allowing me to think ‘outside-the-box’, which 
made me believe in myself, think positive and work 
hard to reach my goals,” Garae explains.
Since graduating from USP, Garae worked as a 
Network administrator and later as a Technical 
Manager in a Private IT firm in Vanuatu. His career 
highlights to date include co-founding two different 
ICT Start-ups and being a member of the Small-
Holder Business Advisory Group with the Vanuatu 
Telecommunications and Radio-communications 
Regulator (TRR) Office. 
However, Garae’s interest lies in cyber security. 
“My interest in cyber security started while being 
in the ICT industry and seeing first-hand the large 
number of users being lured into phishing attacks 
just because of a lack of knowledge, unsecured 
network systems, and most of all just being careless 
and handing over their credentials to attackers. I 
started reading up on cyber security and cyber-
crime related issues and realised that there is a need 
in the ICT industry and especially in Vanuatu and 
the Pacific for cyber security, so I decided to pursue 
further studies in this field,” he said.
Thanks to a scholarship from the New Zealand and 
Pacific Aid (NZAid), Garae was able to complete a 
postgraduate diploma in Computer Science in 2013 
and a Master of Cyber Security (MCS) in 2015 from 
the University of Waikato. Garae in now working on 
his PhD at the University of Waikato.
A quick interest search will show that cyber security 
is important to everyone. We use the internet 

everyday, from communicating via email and instant 
message to traveling, banking and shopping, nearly 
every aspect of our life revolves around the cyber 
world. Because the Internet is so widely used, 
protecting vital information in the cyber world is our 
responsibility.
With the threat of hackers, malicious attacks, virus 
and even identity theft, cyber security is important 
not only for businesses and government but at home 
as well especially for individual users. 
According to Garae, changing your password often, 
applying regular patches, upgrading your anti-virus 
software, logging off social media, and surfing the 
internet smarter by being watchful with which sites 
you are visiting and how much information you are 
revealing about yourself are some of the necessary 
steps you should take that could help reduce 
being a victim of cyber threats/attacks. However 
“Educational Awareness” in the field of Cyber 
Security is a good place to begin. This way, you are 
not only securing your computer but your personal 
information as well.
“In terms of cyber security education, I hope to give 
back to Vanuatu with the resources that are available 
like help existing working group to provide cyber 
security awareness to schools, and communities 
via visitation to schools and the use of social media, 
media, websites, and blogs. With regards to the 
government and industries, I hope to engage with 
international countries and organisations such as the 
INTERPOL will be a good start. I guess in the future, 
Vanuatu and the pacific needs a ‘Cyber Security 
Research and Development Hub’ to address cyber 
security related activities. This  is an area I hope to 
contribute to since the ICT infrastructures would be 
more susceptible to cyber threats and attacks now 
that Pacific Islands Countries are connecting via 
submarine cables.”
Ultimately, Garae hopes to give back to the Vanuatu 
government and community by becoming a cyber 
security expert advising the Vanuatu government 
and the region.

Jeff Garae at Waikato University in New Zealand
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For Edward Soro, being a bank manager 
was a childhood dream. “I always had a 
childhood dream that I was going to be a 
bank manager, perhaps I liked the idea of 

having lots of money,” Soro laughs 
That he was also good at mathematics and 
accounting, didn’t hurt. 
Soro graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Banking 
and Finance and Management in 2009 from USP 
and joined the banking industry.
Juggling work and his passion for dance for almost 
2 years, Soro decided to follow his passion in 2013 
by leaving his banking job to dance / choreograph 
and run the VOU dance studio full time with his wife 
Sachiko.
 “I don’t regret leaving my banking job. In fact, 
my experience in the banking industry and my 
USP Degree has helped me with the business. I 
am now using what I learnt to further the success 
of the business – Human Resources, Finance and 
Accounting, Marketing, Branding, Psychology and 
even Law,” he said.
“Dance and Arts is an emerging industry in Fiji. 
With VOU, “We bring Pacific dance to the world” 
as our slogan states. VOU (meaning new in Fijian), 
is the creative blending of old and new, traditional 
and contemporary. VOU delivers traditional story-
telling through the media of contemporary dance 
and music showcasing VOU’s unique signature,” 
explains Soro.
As well as performing hundreds of shows across Fiji, 
VOU has also performed at events and festivals as 
far and wide as Australia, New Zealand, Indonesia, 
India, Malaysia, USA, Canada and China, including 
representing Fiji in contemporary dance for the 4th 

and 5th Melanesian Festival in New Caledonia and 
Papua New Guinea and the 11th Festival of Pacific 
Arts 2012 in the Solomon Islands.
 “Dancing is different from corporate work, 
continued Soro. I feel alive when I am on stage and 
creatively challenged when I do choreography. I feel 
fulfilled when I teach youth to dance and express 
themselves.”
According to Soro, “the best thing about my job now 
is that I am doing what I am passionate about so I 
love my job. Some people may think that I am doing 
less and just prancing around in the dance studio 
whole day but actually I now work even longer hours 
and weekends too. As a dancer, I train hard and 
work hard but it’s fun work and I get a pay cheque 
for doing what I am passionate about.”
“Growing up, my parents groomed me to study hard 
and get a professional job, you know become a 
teacher, doctor, lawyer, banker. I’m sure others can 
relate to this. At that time, especially in Fiji dance 
or arts was something you did as a hobby like with 
the family dance group. I am thankful now that times 
have changed and you can dance your way to a pay 
cheque,” said Soro.
Soro is currently studying in New Zealand, 
completing a Postgraduate Diploma in Dance with 
the University of Auckland.
“I want to pass on the knowledge that I have gained 
through my studies to my students,” shares Soro.
With paternal links to Lomanikoro - Nakasaleka , 
Kadavu, Soro strongly advocates for the youth of 
Fiji to learn and take pride in their unique individual 
meke because if the younger generation choose not 
to learn and engage with their culture this treasured 
cultural knowledge will become extinct.
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“Being at Home: Poetry, Philosophy 
and Expressions” by Dr. Rohitash 
Chandra was launched on 22 August 
in Suva through Software Foundation 
Press. 

The book was launched by Hon. Jone Usamate, the 
Minister for Health.
“The theme and subject of the book is in general 
about sprituality. It highlights some of the areas in 
humanism, sprituality and meditation with poetry, 
notes and essays. This book was inspired by 
mystical traditions such as Yoga, Vedanta, Zen, 
Taoism, and Sufism which have meditation as the 
common ground.” Hon. Usamate highlighted during 
his speech

“It is certainly remarkable to see how a young 
poet attempts to shed light on some of the most 
delicate and sensitive areas of human existence. His 
philosophical inquiry challenges one to think ‘outside 
of the box’ and question life by at least pondering 
upon one’s beliefs, thoughts and behaviour.” Hon. 
Usamate also highlighted that the research directions 
of Dr. Chandra in the area of Health and Medical 
Informatics will be very helpful to Fiji besides his 
contribution to literature and philosophy.
Dr. Rohitash Chandra in this speech said, “This 
collection is dense with a spiritual fibre. I have been 
studying Indian philosophy for the last few years and 
it has motivated the themes of my poems. I have 
been studying ancient spiritual texts of Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Jainism, Taoism and Sufism where 
meditation is central and the meaning of love is 
deeper and more spiritual. Only half of the book 
is poetry, the other half contains some essays and 
there are short notes which I call “expressions” 
that give my view of a number of subjects that 
include Philosophy behind Science and Technology, 
Hinduism, Spirituality and Meditation, and Love and 
Relationships.”
He further empathised how the title refers to 
something deeper while being simple, “One of the 
goals of this book is to gather science and spirituality 
together as organised religions have given a poor 
notion that they are apart. ‘Being at Home’ refers 
to the meditative state when you are relaxed and 
complete. It refers to peace and freedom from ones 
desires and being with yourself, the home.”
Dr. Chandra is from Nausori, Fiji. He Graduated in 
2006 from USP before pursuing further studies 
overseas. he returned to Fiji in 2012. 

“One of the goals 
of this book is to 

gather science and 
spirituality together 

as organised 
religions have given a 
poor notion that they 

are apart

At Home with 
Dr. Rohitash

Dr. Rohitash is a Lecturer with the School of 

Computing, Information & Mathematical Science  

at The University of the South Pacific
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“I was raised in the rural areas of the 
Solomon Islands and the realisation 

that our livelihood heavily depends on 
the ecosystem started at an early stage 
of my life. So when it was time for me 
to decide which field of study I should 
pursue at The University of the South 
Pacific (USP), I chose Marine Science 

because I strongly believe that an island 
nation like the Solomon Islands, where 
land is limited, depends on the Marine 

Sector to sustain its Economy”

Meet Lindon Havimana, a PhD student at the 
Kagoshima University in Japan. Lindon completed 
his undergraduate degree at USP in 2009 and 
was fortunate to receive a scholarship to pursue 
postgraduate studies in Marine Science. “I was 
fortunate to be awarded a scholarship from the 
Republic of China (Taiwan)-Pacific Islands Forum 
Secretariat to pursue a Bachelor of Science in Marine 
Science at USP. After completing my undergraduate 
degree, I was awarded another scholarship by USP 
– Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research (ACIAR) to pursue a postgraduate diploma 
in Marine Science at USP. The following year I was 
awarded a USP – Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) 
scholarship to pursue a Master’s degree in Fisheries 
Science in Kagoshima University, Japan. Currently, 
I am pursuing a PhD at Kagoshima University in the 
field of Fisheries Biology and Oceanography with 
funding from Japanese Government,” he said.
According to Lindon, “USP provides an avenue 
where you can explore yourself and develop your 
character that suits the growing and the changing 

tides of the modern world, views to harness 
global perceptions are sharpened from the diverse 
environments both from inside and outside lectures. 
It is about identifying your weaknesses, capitalising 
and integrating them with the right ingredients for 
success.”  
 “USP has the required infrastructure and facilities 
where one can explore and streamline oneself to 
an appropriate career path. The stimulating lecture 
delivery has made me think beyond boundaries and 
has significantly helped me attain the necessary 
confidence. Study materials are abundant and 
readily available. Furthermore, the environment 
has always been fantastic, ‘the melting spot of the 
Pacific cultural diversity’ where, different opinions 
are respected and tolerated. The unique qualities 
attained at USP have helped in adapting and 
sustaining my studies in Japan, where medium of 
communication and cultures are too different to my 
rural village in the Solomons, he continued.
Once he completes his PhD, Lindon will return to the 
Solomon Islands and utilise the skills and knowledge 
to serve the region.
“An area of interest that has caught my attention 
is the equation of wealth distribution of natural 
resources by Solomon Islands and its bilateral 
development partners such as Korea, Japan, 
Taiwan and the United States specifically, Access 
Agreement in the Tuna Industry. Solomon Islands 
has been constrained by a process that involves 
compromising on economic outcomes which is 
inimical to a market environment dictated by supply/
demand for days. Economically and ideally, Solomon 
Islands should be benefitting more from its tuna 
resources in its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ); 
however, it is the Distant Water Fishing Nations who 
receive the bulk of the profits,” he concluded.

Sustaining Marine 
Resources for the Future

Lindon Havimana doing his 
research in the lab.
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The Sky is the limit for 2015 Gold Medalist 
Balbir Singh. From a cane farming 
community in Tavua, Fiji Singh defied the 
odds to be where he is today.

Discouraged by teachers at school, Singh admits 
that he could not read and write properly until he 
was 14 but that did not stop him from trying.
To help supplement the family income, Singh took 
up odd jobs selling mangoes and repairing shoes but 
he knew that education was the way out of poverty.
Because his home was small, Singh chose to study 
under a mango tree in the compound. “I watched my 
parents struggling to support us and knew I had to 
study hard so I could help them,” said Singh 

Thanks to a scholarship from Public Service 
Commission (PSC) after Form 7, he graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts in Tourism Studies from USP 
and was also awarded a Gold Medal for being the 
Outstanding Student in Tourism Studies. 

Balbir has two siblings and being the second child 
in the family gave him courage and inspiration. He is 
also the first in the family to attend USP. 
Singh achieved another milestone on Friday 28th 
August, 2015, by launching his book “Battle to 
Success.”
He credits his success and motivation in life to his 
parents.
“My mum never lost hope in me though I didn’t 
know how to read and write by the age of 14. My 
dad used to leave home at 3am to cut cane just to 
bring food on table. I dedicate my first book “Battle 
to Success” in the name of my parents,” Singh said.
“This book contains my struggles from dust into 
becoming a gold medallist at The University of 
the South Pacific. I got inspired since people on 
Facebook read about me through my status and 
messaged that I am their motivation,” he continued.
It took Singh three months to write his book, under 
the same mango tree in Tavua where he used to sit 
and study. 
Speaking at the book launch, Honorable Ashneel 
Sudhakar Member of Parliament commended Singh 
for his achievement saying “this reminds me of the 
story of Surya Putra Karma from the Mahabharat 
who was not given a chance to learn warfare in his 
youth but through his persistence he went on to 
become one of the greatest warriors of his time.”
“Our government recognises hardwork and 
meritocracy and I being a member of Government 
wish Balbir the best of luck with his publication and 
hope he achieves greater success and that he keeps 
writing books to inspire us all” said Hon Sudhakar.
Singh’s book is available at the USP Book Centre at 
Laucala Campus for FJD15.

My mum never lost hope 
in me though I didn’t 

know how to read and 
write by the age of 14. My 
dad used to leave home 
at 3am to cut cane just 
to bring food on table. I 
dedicate my first book 

“Battle to Success” in the 
name of my parents

Sky’s the 
limit for 
Balbir
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Balbir Singh (standing left)  with Hon. Ashneel 
Sudhakar (middle) at the book launch.



Why did you choose your field of study? 
I was trained as a Nursing Administration in NZ and 
Australia. When I returned to Fiji after 8 years of 
study, the Nursing Union in Fiji would not allow me 
to work in the Public Service in Fiji as I would deny 
a position from one locally trained, even though my 
qualifications were higher. 
So as a Nursing Administrator I looked for other 
employment opportunities, when in 1983 I 
established the first Hot Bread Kitchen (HBK) in Fiji. 
The rest is history. Today we have 28 HBK outlets.

Briefly reflect on your student life at USP?
I was 56 years old when I was accepted to the 
USP MBA programme. Before this I had started 
USP management studies and applied for cross 
credits from my Nursing Administration units from 
Queensland Technical College. At that time, I was 
asked by the USP Administration to apply for the 
MBA programme. I jumped at the idea of expanding 
my management skills. 
Meeting professional and doctorate staff was good 
for me theoretically and practically. I found the study 
to memorise was not easy as we had 15 or was it 16 
subjects to master in 15 months. I found the style 
of learning in groups and presenting in groups was 
helpful to “catch up speed” and to think on your feet. 
Coming from a practically orientated profession like 
Nursing, where I learn by feeling, doing, seeing and 
thinking all in one like a “wave”. I applied this within 
a holistic framework and soon caught up with the 
new learning by theory and statistics by linking the 
dots and summarising to make sense of the world 
around me.
It was mandatory for all students to do an extra 
subject when I selected development studies. This 
I found very interesting under Dr. Crosby Walsh. He 
was very helpful and used the “buddy system” to help 
me bridge any gaps from Diploma, baccalaureate to 
Masters level.
In fact the friendships I made during those years of 
study, I still hold very dear to this day.
I found the Professorial staff in the MBA and 
Development Studies very helpful and encouraging. 
I could not have asked for more. 

In summary, to reflect in a few words, I am glad I 
graduated with an MBA. This level only motivated me 
to learn more about human motivation & behavior. 
In 2003, I went onto to apply to and was accepted 
by the University of the Sunshine Coast (USC) as a 
foreign distant learning student. I graduated in April 
2009 with a Doctorate of Business Administration 
(DBA). 

Greatest achievement[s] as a student?
1. As a Manager, mastering learning to see the 

bigger picture from the problem to the issues and 
back again, connecting the dots always in order 
to sustain our humanity. To see what works, what 
does not and why?? The impact has led to my 
interest in Entrepreneurship, Indigenous rights 
and Diversity of markets.

2. Working well with younger students of my 
children’s age and I used their strengths to help 
me manage my weak areas of study. 

Career Highlights since Graduation?
1. I continued to succeed at setting up more new 

HBKs as Franchises in Fiji and now the Pacific.
2.  ANZ Business Woman of the Year – 1983.
3.  BP Award for exporting Franchising Service - 1986
4. The National Millennium Committee and The 

University of the South Pacific Commemorative 
Volume on contribution in shaping our Nation 
–2001.

5.  WestPac Business Woman of the Year – 2005. 
6. I was elected as the Soqosoqo Duavata ni Lewe 

ni Vanua (SDL) Member of Parliament for Lami 
Open Constituency and could have contributed 
more at that level, to improve Indigenous and 
Diverse groups Entrepreneurship in small 
business. 

7.  WestPac/WIB Female Employer of Choice – 2015.

Who/what do you credit your success to? What 
inspires you? 
1. My Christian mother’s values. She is my role 

model to work hard, share the workload, play fair, 
always support “right over wrong and good over 
evil,” empower and always help those in need.

9

Mere Samisoni
Country: Fiji
Programmeme: Master of Business 
Administration (1996)
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2. My mother was very innovative, creative, 
enterprising and loved to sing lullabies. I can 
still hear her singing those to this day. Bless her 
loving soul. 

How do you think USP helped you in your career? 
To answer the questions in my mind why, as a 
Fijian woman I succeeded in business, which is 
culturally not a strong point in my Indigenous group. 
That education is key to economic growth, social 
development, democratic freedom and political 
peace.

Describe any challenges you face to reach where 
you are today and how you overcame those 
challenges? 
In the last 2006 coup I was a Member of Parliament 
led by PM Laisenia Qarase of the Soqosoqo 
Duavata ni Lewe-ni-vanua, Multi Party Cabinet. I 
was a backbencher but could have done more at 
that level to promote entrepreneurial small business 
and facilitate more people to help themselves and 
not depend on the State for their education, health, 
housing, sports, spiritual and aspiration needs.
So if I was not able to bring about desirable changes 
at Parliamentary level I implemented that objective 
at a personal level to set up more HBK shops and at 
least employed more people. 
I believe there is too much dependency on the State 
here in Fiji. The State should only be involved in 
infrastructure and basic legislation for public safety 
and good.
There is too much regulation in Fiji especially in the 
Bread Industry with price control. This leads to a 
dictatorial band of government officers who use the 
“stick rather than the carrot” and negatively impact 
“freedom and innovation” the drivers of more small 
business to grow the GDP.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years (career 
and/or personal goals)? 
Promoting HBK Franchises in Fiji and the Pacific 
region. In a Franchise relationship the Franchisee 
owns the business but leases the Franchisors 
intellectual and legal properties. The model works 
as both the Franchisee and the Franchisor equally 
benefit while taking calculated risks. HBK is 
strategically designed to do this, as we are market 
driven. 
HBK is also positioned to float shares in the Public 
Stock Exchange early next year for Initial Public 
Offering (IPO). This is to encourage the Provinces 
into the private sector.

What advice would you give to current and future 
students of USP? 
Enjoy your study. Find out what you are passionate 
about for your truth and centre in that discovery. 
Always do what you believe is right. Be yourself 
even when others disagree with your principles. 
Do no harm to anyone. Make friends and enjoy the 
simple things in life.

Have some interests. For me these are reading, 
writing, watching a family movie, listening to my 
favorite singers, exercise by walking and enjoying my 
favorite food of fruit and vegetables and sometimes 
white meat.
Today, I still love to cook in the kitchen and make 
a meal that is nutritionally balanced, looks yummy, 
tastes yummy and is yummy.

Please share top three tips that you think are 
most important for our current students or recent 
graduates that will help them when starting out 
on their career paths. 
1. I believe there is a higher purpose for life where 

man needs, Spiritual Intelligence as “humans are 
wired to do good over evil and right over wrong” 
and to love they God and thy neighbor.” But 
this foundation is being eroded with the global 
move away from it and towards secularism or 
separating the Church from the State. You can 
still separate the Church from the State without 
removing that centre in you.

2.  Always be truthful and kind to yourself first before 
you can do that to others. Great relationships will 
follow based on trust. This is earned not bought.

3. Free and empower people to grow.

Any other information you would like to share.
As I come from the Lau group of Islands I am trying 
to work out a business model for the maritime rural 
areas that will create employment, enterprise and 
profit. I established and HBK shop in Lomaloma, 
Vanuabalavu, where I come from in 1983. This was 
trialed out with the Head Baker owning it but did not 
work. I revived this again in 2010 but had to close 
it down early this year because price control, of 
bread and all related products sold by HBK, killed 
the business. Any profit made was consumed by 
shipping and transport in Lomaloma. Transport of 
bakery supplies in Lomaloma from the wharf to our 
HBK shop, which is about 100 meters away, cost 
$100.00. 
The norm for a business is to buy own transport but 
with no profit this is not possible. My question is 
why this transportation monopoly is not under price-
control beats me?? 
I have not given up. This is work-in-progress for the 
rural maritime business model.
Other 
For spiritual intelligence, these are my favorite Bible 
verses.
Mathew: 25: 14-30. This is about Talents and 
Accountability. 
Luke: 16:10. This is about being Faithful in small 
things, rewards will follow in big things and integrity 
meets its match in money matters. 
Luke: 19:17. This is about Talents to account for 
what we do with God’s gifts to us as individuals.
 

13USP ALUMNI NEWS 2015 | ISSUE 3 13

ALUMNI PROFILE



Why did you choose your field of study?
I chose my field of study because I always had a 
strong interest in human geography. I grew up very 
close to history and culture and chose this major 
because I really enjoyed the subject.  I planned on 
becoming an environmentalist practitioner, but then 
I started to get into policy and project management.  
It’s totally different from history and culture but it 
really fascinated me.  Now, instead of looking in the 
past, I’m always looking into the future through my 
current role to strengthen the education system at 
the core in Tuvalu.

Briefly reflect on your student life at USP?
As a Master’s research student at USP, I was lucky to 
hang out with fascinating and fun people who share 
their passion for education and the environment. We 
would attend yaqona sessions, field trips & student 
retreats, free lectures, football games, and trivia 
night. I knew that I’m only a USP PACE-SD graduate 
student once, so I made the most of it.

Greatest achievement[s] as a student
Probably the greatest achievements as a student at 
USP I can think of are not getting perfect grades, but 
having a good social life, good friends, being content 
with myself, getting into a graduate programme that 
I wanted and more importantly, being happy with my 
overall university life experience.

Career Highlights since Graduation
I worked for the government of Tuvalu as an 
Assistant Secretary for 4-5 years before I joined the 
DFAT/UNICEF programme on Achieving Education 
for ALL In Tuvalu (AEfATP) in my current role as a 
Programme Manager.

Who/what do you credit your success to? What 
inspires you?
My immediate family (Wife and children) is the driving 
engine for my success. I left USP not only personally 
rewarded, but with a strong family, a more open 
mind and a more loving heart.

How do you think USP helped you in your career?
I spent one and half year on my research thesis 
project at USP. The graduate programme that I did 
at USP has pushed me out of my comfort zone 
and personally by honing my intercultural skills, 
professionally by pushing myself to learn and 
improve my skill sets and more importantly to learn 
what it takes to turn my ideas into concrete examples 

which I now utilise to improve operational delivery of 
the programme and management functions of the 
Government Ministry that I used to be part of and 
also the current DFAT/UNICEF programme that I am 
working with at the moment.

Describe any challenges you face to reach where 
you are today and how you overcame those 
challenges?
I started with a very humble beginning. I have lots 
of challenges but to overcome those challenges, I 
always made sure that I stayed focused and always 
believe in myself.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years (career 
and/or personal goals)?
I would like to see myself in 10 years to be a torch-
bearer of change advocating for community access 
to better quality and sustainable living for deserving 
families.

What advice would you give to current and future 
students of USP?
DISCPLINE is the vehicle to success in any 
academic institution like USP. Meaning when you are 
disciplined, you are organised, you plan well ahead 
and you can complete your assignments well ahead 
of time but equally have plenty of time for some fun.

Please share top three tips that you think are 
most important for our current students or recent 
graduates that will help them when starting out 
on their career paths.
There is always a saying that the real world is a 
big change, more than you can ever imagine when 
you are sitting in the classroom thinking about the 
outside world. I will advice recent graduates to be  
professional in the workplace – It’s not only about 
your working attire but Professionalism I mean 
here is dealing with dependability and being a self-
starter. There are some things that you just have to 
figure out or experience on your own. That’s called 
personal accountability.

What has your involvement been with the 
University since you graduated? 
As an Assistant Secretary in the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, I have been involved in providing the support 
needed by the USP GGCA project especially in 
facilitating the support from the Island councils for 
the implementation of the pilot projects in Tuvalu 
funded under the USP GCCA projects.

Kilifi O’Brien 
Country: Tuvalu
Programme: BA Environmental Studies (2005), 
PGDip in Climate Change (2011), Master of 
Science 2013
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WHERE ARE  
THEY NOW?

In this edition of the Alumni Newsletter, we 
highlight USP Alumni from 1970 - 1999.
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Ramesh Narsi 
(Fiji) graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
1971 and is one of USP’s first graduates. 
Ramesh now retired in Australia, 
does voluntary work for a non-profit 
organisation Meals on Wheels.

Prof. Vijay Naidu 
(Fiji) graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
(1974) and Masters (1980). Prof. Naidu is the 
Director of Development Studies at USP’s 
School of Government, Development and 
International Affairs (SGDIA).

Oscar Billings
(Fiji) graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
in 1976. He now resides in Australia and 
works as a Shift Manager for BOC Gases.

Dr. Surendra Prasad
(Fiji) graduated from USP in 1977, Dr. 
Prasad credits his humble upbringing as 
the driving force for his success. Dr. Prasad 
has previously worked for USP and is now 
back with USP’s Properties and Facilities 
Department.

Kolinio Meo 
(Fiji) graduated in 1973 and 1977 with 
a Diploma and Bachelor in Education 
respectively. Now retired, Meo works part-
time as the Director for DRAVUCEVUA 
ENTERPRISE.

Elizabeth Fong 
(Fiji) graduated from USP in 1977. She has 
been a member of staff with USP for more 
than 37 years and is the current Deputy 
Librarian.

H.E John Patteson Oti 
(Solomon Is) graduated from USP in 1982 
with a Bachelor of Arts in History and 
Politics and Public Administration. He is 
the currently the Solomon Islands High 
Commissioner to Fiji.

Sikeli Tuinamuana 
(Fiji) graduated in 1983 with a Bachelor 
of Arts majoring in Accounting. Sikeli is 
currently a Partner with Ernst and Young. 

Michael Magawai 
(Vanuatu) graduated in 1988 with a 
Bachelors of Arts majoring in Land 
Management and Development. He is 
currently the CEO for Corporate Services 
Unit at the Vanuatu Department of Lands 
and Natural Resources.

Taniela Matakibau 
(Fiji) graduated in 1988 with a Diploma in 
Education. He is currently employed by the 
Marine Safety Authority of Fiji as Accountant 
– Assets and Projects.

Viliame Qiokata 
(Fiji) graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
in 1990. He currently works for USP as 
subject coordinator with the College of 
Foundation Studies. 

Jai Kumar
(Fiji) graduated in 1993 with a Bachelor 
of Arts. He is the current CEO for Toyota 
Tsusho (South Sea) Ltd trading as Asco 
Motors (Franchisee of Avis).

 Kashmir Kaur 
(Fiji) graduated in 1999 with a Bachelor 
in Education. She now resides in New 
Zealand where he works as a Senior Policy 
Analyst with the Ministry of Education. 

Hugh Anderson 
(New Zealand) graduated in 1999 with a 
Master in Science majoring in Computer 
Science. Hugh is an Associate Professor at 
the National University of Singapore where 
he teaches Computing Science. 

19
70

s
19

80
s

19
90

s



Rajeshwar Singh first graduated from USP with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Accounting and Economics in 
1991. He then completed further studies at USP, 
graduating with a Master of Business Administration 
in 2007 and a Postgraduate Diploma in International 
Affairs and Trade in 2014.
From Luvuluvu Nausori, Rajeshwar is the current 
Chief Financial Officer at the Bank of the South 
Pacific. He credits USP and his accounting degree 
as the stepping stone to his corporate career. “The 
accountancy profession has taken me places and 
I have had the privilege of working in large private 
sector organisations through my knowledge of this 
noble profession,” explains Singh.
Recalling his days as an undergraduate student, 
Singh says I will never forget whilst in my final 
semester before graduation in December 1991, I 
received 2 job offers from reputable companies. 
It was such a feeling of satisfaction, the job offers 
confirmed my capabilities and the quality of the 
education at USP.”
“But I must give credit to my parents, continued 
Singh for their vision to educate me. As a private 
student, I knew I had to try my best and am proud 
that I was able to complete my undergraduate 
degree without failing a unit,” he said.
“Campus life was great, I got to make friends with 
students from other countries and learn about their 
cultures. I would say though that the teaching mode 
compared to then has improved – there was no 
social media, fast-internet or even smart phones 
during my time as a student.”
I am a keen adventurer/seeker of new ideas and 
knowledge hence sharing ideas, developing 
leadership capabilities and fostering excellent 
relationship is important for me. My two children 
are becoming an exciting challenge to manage with 
their level of knowledge and understanding with 
accessibility to technology. So I decided to come to 
study at USP after more than 10 years.
“The MBA programme is widely acknowledged 
for its content and practical teaching method 
with clear dose and touch of modern leadership 
learning within each subject matter. With my level 
of practical experience, I was easily able to adjust 
to the curriculum contents and in most parts, my 
research work was based on real time experience at 
work place.” 
“Without any element of doubt, I was very fortunate 
to study at one of the two regional universities in 
the World. USP provides an excellent platform to 
develop and learn, both theory and practical aspects 
of life and to understand its application in growing 
self-confidence/quality of life and contributing 
towards sustainable growth of our country,” Singh 
concluded.

Rajeshwar 
Singh, BA 1991, 
MBA 2007, PGD 
International Affairs 
and Trade 2014

Emeritus Professor Roger 
Juchau was funded by 
the Commonwealth 
Foundation and worked 
at USP from 1971-1974

ALUMNI DIARY

Reflections on Early USP
In 2016 it will be nearly 45 years since I came  to 
establish Accounting programs at USP as well as at 
the then Derrick Technical Institute. My post, funded 
by the Commonwealth Foundation, also involved 
finance training locally and in various island states 
of the South Pacific. I supported  the development 
of the Fiji Institute of Accountants (formed in 1972). 
Work done in the 1971-74 period yielded a full 
Accounting Degree at USP and an  Accounting 
Diploma at Derrrick .
Outside academic and professional involvements I 
enjoyed a wonderful life on campus with my young 
family where we met academics from across the 
globe. All, together with local staff, were dedicated 
to create a first class university destined to serve  
South Pacific nations. My School benefited from 
the leadership of Murray Wilson as well as the 
scholarship generated by the late Ron Crocombe 
and his team. 
University life benefited from the positive social and 
academic atmosphere on campus and the functions 
held for all staff and students. Memorable were the 
balls held at local hotels and Friday afternoon get 
togethers around the pool.
My lingering impression about my time at USP was 
the immense spirit of goodwill and professionalism 
complemented by the cultural enthusiasm and pride 
generated by students from Micronesia, Polynesia 
and Melanesia. I was blessed to work at a trans-
national university set to serve the interests of 
nations scattered across the Pacific.
My teaching interests include financial accounting, 
financial management and accounting analysis. 
My principal research interests involved private 
wealth management, field studies on valuation 
of specialised assets, professional accounting 
education and financial management.
I officially retired in July 2007 and was honoured to 
become an Emeritus Professor at the University of 
Western Sydney. 
A monograph, Accounting Development in the South 
Pacific (2009), written by Roger, outlines the history 
of Accounting at USP for the period,1971-2007.

My lingering impression about my 
time at USP was the immense spirit 

of goodwill and professionalism 
complemented by the cultural 

enthusiasm and pride generated 
by students from Micronesia, 

Polynesia and Melanesia.

For more information, contact the Alumni Office 
T: (679) 3232914 E: alumni@usp.ac.fj
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Mr. Serupepeli Navuta 
28 March 1966 - 29 August 2015
It is with deep sadness we announce the sudden passing of an 
Alumnus, Mr. Serupepeli Navuta, General Manager Rolle Associates. 
Seru graduated from USP in 1987 with a BA (Land Management & 
Development) and pursued further studies overseas. 
After graduating from USP in 1987, he joined the Native Land Trust 
Board (NLTB) as an Estate Officer where he was involved in lease 
administration, rental assessment and the development of Native Leases. 
In 1992, Seru left NLTB to pursue further studies in Australia and in 1993 
he graduated with a Master of Business in Property from the University of 
South Australia. On his return, Seru rejoined the NLTB in May 1994 and left 
in June 1998 to join Rolle Associates. 
At the time of his passing, Seru was the General Manager for Rolle Associates. 
Our deepest sympathy goes to his family members.The late Mr. Serupepeli 
Navuta was laid to rest in Nakorovou Village, Serua on Friday 4 September 2015. 
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Stay Connected 
to USP, your 

Alma Mater!
Our professional network provides opportunities make new business 

contacts, obtain referrals, view professional profiles of other alumni and 
inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavors. 

Register Online: alumni.usp.ac.fj

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin unisouthpacific

Twitter@USPAlumni

T: +679 3232914 
E: miller_i@usp.ac.fj or alumni@usp.ac.fj 
www.usp.ac.fj/alumni unisouthpacific

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork
@UniSouthPacific / @USPAlumni
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