
Dr Hannah Bogiri, has made her mark as the first 
female PhD graduate in Vanuatu. 

An alumnus of The University of the South 
Pacific (USP) and current Lecturer in Language 

and Linguistics at the University’s Emalus Campus, Hannah 
is an inspiration not only to women but also to those who 
have a job and a family along with a passion to study. 

Soft-spoken and kind, few know Hannah made a 
commitment to do her PhD at USP while juggling a full-
time job and a family. 

“I was a mature working student who was lecturing 
Linguistic courses on a full time basis, being a full-time 
mother and studying on a part-time basis.” 

This determined woman from the island of Araki, in Sanma 

Province successfully completed her PhD in Linguistics in 
2011 entitled, ‘Phonology and Morpho-syntax of Raga, 
Vanuatu.’ Although Raga is not her mother-tongue, it 
is her husband’s. Her research in the field of Linguistics 
is significant as Vanuatu is the country with the highest 
linguistic density per capita in the world

In 2000, Hannah started tutoring Linguistic courses at the 
Pacific Languages Unit (PLU) at Emalus campus, upon 
return from completing her Post-Graduate Diploma in 
Linguistics and a Masters in Education (Honours) at James 
Cook University, Australia. 

“At that time I was very privileged to work with Professor 
John Lynch and Dr Robert Early who guided me in my 
professional growth by allowing me to coordinate and 
tutor courses from the Foundation level and gradually 
moved up the ladder by coordinating courses from 100 
level to 200 level then 300 level.”

It was during this process, Hannah felt she needed to 
improve herself academically if she was to lecture in 
higher level in Linguistics. 

 “My situation at that time helped me to see the need 
to improve myself, to empower myself through further 
education so that I could be in a position to empower 
others in the field of Linguistics.”

This realisation saw her embarking on her PhD journey. 
This huge academic and research exercise was not without 
its challenges due to her circumstances. 

 “I was able to overcome challenges due to very good 
moral support from my husband and family members, 
also very good support from my supervisors as well as 
from other visiting Linguists with whom I shared ideas and 
learnt from.”

It was enriching too. Having a job in the same field as 
she was studying provided her with an opportunity to 
incorporate her research with her teaching. 

Hannah persevered and now wears many hats including 
that of an academic, a researcher and a community worker. 

“I had made a commitment and I was focused and 
determined to stick to that commitment to see it to 
fruition.”
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Being a recipient of the Queen’s Young Leaders 
(QYL) award is the first step in an amazing journey 
that has just begun for Ms Alzima Elisha Bano, an 
alumnus and staff of USP.

Elisha (BA 2007, PGD 2012), the current Campus Life 
Officer and former part-time Psychology Tutor was first 
informed of being an award recipient in December 2014.

“I remember it was almost midnight when I received the 
call from London. I was screaming in the house, I am sure 
I woke up the neighbours. It was overwhelming,” she 
shared.

Elisha has been volunteering and working in the area of 
youth and community development since 2010 when she 
enrolled in the Emerging Leaders Forum (ELF), the young 
women’s leadership programme by the Fiji Women’s 
Rights Movement (FWRM).

After graduating she joined the alumni ELF and worked 
with them on a number of projects. She has also worked 
for the Citizens Constitutional Forum (CCF) as its Youth 
Coordinator and has served on the Executive Committee 
for the National Youth Council of Fiji (NYCF). In 2014, she 
founded her own youth group called Advocacy Creative 
Techniques: Fiji (ACT:Fj) which uses creative arts to 
advocate on social issues. 

She said she was very humbled when the QYL programme 
confirmed that they would be flying her over to the UK in 
June 2016 to attend the residential week with the second 
cohort of QYL winners and to receive her award from Her 
Majesty the Queen Elizabeth II.

“I was over the moon with excitement and gratitude,” she 
recalled.

Elisha said the programme in itself is a great one.

During the residential week, the participants received 
media training from Media Trust, had sessions with 
United Kingdom charities namely UpRising, Media Trust, 
Reprezent Radio and Centrepoint.

“We visited Twitter, British Broadcasting Corporation 

(BBC), #10 Downing Street, the Commonwealth 
Secretariat, Standard Charters, Cambridge University (CU) 
and eventually Buckingham Palace for the awards. We 
were hosted for dinner at the Australia House after the 
award ceremony and at the Shard before heading back 
home,” Elisha said.

She added that having completed the leadership training 
from CU, networking with fellow QYL’s from across the 
Commonwealth, hearing from and engaging with experts 
from the around the world and being able to streamline 
the work she’s started has been an amazing journey.

“Now that I am an alumnus of the programme I am even 
more grateful that I have been elected to serve on the 
QYL Alumni Legacy Panel. The journey doesn’t stop here, 
it has just begun,” she stated.

THE QUEEN  
HONORS ELISHA 

Ms Alzima Elisha Bano receiving her award from Her 
Majesty the Queen Elizabeth II at the Buckingham 
Palace.

Siope and Kaho ‘Ofa are proud USP Alumni. “Going to 
USP was expected. It’s in the family. My elder sister and 
mum also completed their undergraduate studies from 
USP,” said Siope, the elder of the two.

Growing up in Tonga, the brothers were involved in the 
family business from an early age where they learnt the 
value of every dollar earned. It’s therefore no surprise that 
they chose Management and Economics as their majors 
at University. 

“Although our dad was an Auditor at the Tonga 
Development Bank, he had many other small business 
interests at home. These included cattle and agricultural 
farming, a neighborhood retail store, making tapa wall-
hanging for the handicraft shop in town, and, producing 
customised Tongan seasonal cards for the Friendly Island 
Bookshop in Nuku’alofa.” 

The brothers say that USP helped them in being mature 

‘OFA BROTHERS: ONE FAMILY; TWO SUCCESS STORIES

■  Continued on Page 3
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“In your life you get an opportunity where everything that 
you have done prepares you for your next step.”

This is the philosophy that Samuela “Sam” Savou lives by 
after graduating with a Master in Business Administration 
(MBA) from USP in 2007. 

For Sam, the primary motivation for doing the MBA was 
to gain qualifications for practical experience. “At that 
time, the MBA was the benchmark qualification for jobs. 
Studying MBA while working a full time job was added 
pressure for me but in the end it was worth it. Through 
the closeness of the groups at the MBA, I made lifelong 
friends.” 

Originally from Matuku in Lau, Sam was appointed as the 
Trade Commissioner for Pacific Islands Trade & Invest in 
Beijing, China soon after completing the MBA programme. 
He held this positon from April 2008 to March 2015.

According to Sam, “Fiji is a melting pot, the hub of the 
pacific People in Fiji have an advantage because of mixed 
cultural backgrounds and because of that people from Fiji 
do well in work environments the world over.” 

As the Trade Commissioner in China, Sam was instrumental 
in having the Confucius Institute set up at USP’s Laucala 
Campus. “China is an expanding market that we should 
tap into and this was my way of giving back to USP,” he 
said. The Institute became operational in 2012. 

The Confucius Institute at USP provides a unique 
avenue to introduce Chinese language and culture 
to the general public, and to carry out China-related 
activities within USP. It not only engages in extending 
development and cooperation in education, but also 
engages in extending the friendly cooperation in Sino-
Fiji cultural communication, economics and technology 
communication and information communication. 

 “I loved the atmosphere at the Statham Campus, 
the closeness of the groups, high pressure from work 
and study and of course leaving the campus at 4am. I 
especially enjoyed the intellectual discussions because 
of the various backgrounds of the students and would 
definitely recommend the programme for anyone looking 
for diversity and a good education,” he concluded. 

Sam now works and resides in China with his family where 

he is the Director for Communications at Beijing City 
International School.

The Master of Business Administration (MBA) was first 
offered in 1995 by USP. It has since then established itself 
as a high quality, internationally recognised programme. 
As well as offering the MBA courses to both full-time 
and part-time students in Suva, the programme is also 
available to part-time students at other USP Centres.

FROM USP TO CHINA

Samuela “Sam” Savou with delegates at the 
Strengthening Friendship and Cooperation between 
China and the Pacific Islands meeting

in how they approached scenarios. ”It is very interesting 
how our views were shaped and groomed after learning 
and experiencing the people, the environment and the 
education at USP.”

“For me it was simple, no USP no career,” said Kaho. 
Majority of the people who are now in government 
departments and private sectors throughout the Pacific 
did their undergraduate studies at USP. So the friendships 
I made in my undergraduate years still help me today,” 
added Siope.

They graduated in 1998 and 2000 respectively and credit 
their success to USP. Both brothers returned to Tonga 
after graduation but their journey did not stop there.

Siope worked for the Government of Tonga for more than 
seven (7) years in the area of international trade policy 

before he decided to pursue further studies and graduated 
with a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) from the Crawford 
School of Economics and Government, at the Australian 
National University in 2010. His PhD research focused on 
the credibility of international trade agreements (World 
Trade Organisation) on telecommunications regulatory 
reforms in Developing Countries.

Kaho, on the other hand, worked for the National Bank of 
Tonga for six (6) years before moving to the Retirement 
Fund Board (RFB). He is currently on a RFB Postgraduate 
Scholarship for a Master of Applied Finance at the Victoria 
University of Wellington, New Zealand. 

Lessons like weighing the opportunity cost of choices is 
a daily reality and core management principals of total 
quality management are still useful for the brothers today. 

■  Continued from Page 2
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Dale Hermanson is proof that 
we live in a Global Village. 
Originally from the United 
States of America (USA), 

he came to Fiji in 1985 to work at the 
Secretariat of the Pacific Community 
(SPC) where he stayed until starting his 
own business in 1994. 

A video and television specialist, 
Dale owns and manages Pasifika 
Communications, the largest and one 
of the most successful advertising 
agency/media production facility in 
the Pacific Island region.

While running his own company, Dale took time out of 
his busy schedule to pursue further studies at USP. He 
graduated with a Master in Arts in Development Studies 
in 2007. 

“I was taking most of my classes and doing a lot of my 
research in the late afternoons and evenings since I was 
running my company at the same time. It was a difficult 
juggling act, but in the end it was worth it.” 

He felt it was appropriate to enrol in Development Studies 
because of the work he did with regional and international 
organisations on development issues. His company 
produces a large number of video documentaries and 
publications on development topics. “I needed a better 
foundation for understanding the issues as well as the 
social, cultural and economic considerations,” he said. 
Dale didn’t just want a qualification. He also wanted to be 
a father setting an example for his children. “I wanted to 
be a good role model for my two daughters, to hopefully 

inspire them to also pursue university 
degrees.” 

Researching, conducting individual 
surveys, working with a group of graduate 
student researchers were just some of 
the challenges he went through. “The 
discipline required for doing the research 
wasn’t easy. As part of the research 
required for my thesis, for example, 
I conducted a number of individual 
surveys in communities throughout Viti 
Levu. I worked with a great team of 
graduate student researchers from the 

Development Studies department. I was also guided and 
challenged a great deal by my advisor, Dr Mili Kaitani.” 

“I think my time at USP has improved my ability to produce 
more insightful and better informed documentaries and 
publications,” he shared. 

Speaking from experience, Dale advises students to: not 
let their degrees, “give them an attitude to people without 
degrees,” learn to translate their academic experiences to 
real job situations as they’re not the same, and, the first 
job they get may not be in the same field that they’ve 
studied but one can make all work experiences good work 
experiences if they are focused on where they want to be.

While Dale enjoys his work and running his own company, 
long term he would like to move into an advisory role, 
using his experience and qualifications to assist his 
company and clients become more successful in what they 
do.

DEVELOPING FILM FOR A WIDE AUDIENCE 

A L U M N I  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S
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Dale Hermanson

Vicky Ram had settled into married life, raising her children 
and looking after her family but that all changed the day 
she took her son to kindergarten.

“I remember going to drop off my son at kindy on his first 
day and it was amazing for me to watch the little children 
learning and the teacher using her skills to interact with 
the children,” she said.

Vicky decided to find out more about Early Childhood 
Education (ECE) and learnt that it was a programme that 
USP offered. She enrolled at USP in 2008, studying part 
time and with the support of God, her family, lecturers 
and course coordinators, she graduated with a Diploma 
in Early Childhood at the second Laucala graduation on 
August 26, 2016.

“I always thought I was a failure after failing my form 6 
but USP and the Early Childhood programme has given 
me hope. I am studying towards a Bachelor’s degree 
in Early Childhood and hope to open my own inclusive 
Kindergarten in 10 years time,” she shared. 

“I thank USP for giving me that chance to study. I went 
from being a housewife to an Early Childhood teacher.”

Vicky is proof that “it takes a big heart to help shape little 
minds.” During her studies she had to overcome family 
issues, financial setbacks, lack of access to internet and 

slow internet connection especially when uploading 
assignments but she did not give up.

“I faced many challenges to get where I am today but 
USP helped me, especially financially through the bursary 
scheme which helped to pay my school fees.” 

Vicky is a teacher at the Young Women’s Christian 
Association (YWCA) Kindergarten at Desvouex Road in 
Suva.

FROM HOUSEWIFE TO ECE TEACHER 

Vicky Ram surrounded by her pre-school class.
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“Alumni who have professional work experience can 
always add more value to students lives by sharing their 
experiences.” 

This is the belief Ms Tima Tuvuki, a Psychology Assistant 
Lecturer at USP practices. 

For the past few years Tima has been inviting alumni 
to give guest lectures to her students. This semester 
she invited Titilia Lagilagi who is currently working as a 
Counsellor at the Family Court of Fiji. 

“It allows the alumni a chance to take platform and share 
their experiences and shows the students that there are 
successful people out there who studied the same courses 
that they are doing at present.” 

Titilia’s story is a fascinating one. She is an example of 
someone who changed careers. It is never easy to change 
professions but for Titilia Lagilagi, the switch from teacher 
to counsellor was the right decision.

After teaching for seven (7) years, Titilia decided it was 
time for a change.

While she enjoyed teaching, it was the counselling aspect 
of teaching that interested her the most. “I enjoyed talking 
to the students, finding out their problems and helping 
them in difficult situations. Sometimes, they just needed 
someone to listen and talk to them,” she said.

Titilia graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and 
Social Work from USP in 2009.

Titilia chose to study Psychology as it was a new 

programme and also focused on human behavior, which is 
an area of interest to her. She was also fortunate to get an 
AusAID Scholarship in her second semester at USP.

According to Titilia, life at USP was a bit challenging at 
first but she quickly settled into a routine. “As a mature 
student, I needed help especially with technology to 
check emails, upload assignments.”

Another challenge that she faced while at USP was the 
death of her dad. “I honestly wanted to give up and not 
study anymore but as a Psychology student, I had learnt 
coping mechanisms to deal with grief so I had to look 
within myself for the strength to carry on. I thought I was 
learning the mechanisms for work and when I graduate, I 
didn’t for once think I would need it myself,” she shared.

Since graduating in 2009, Titilia has found joy in her work 
as a Counsellor at the Family Court of Fiji.

Such collaborations that Tima and Titilia are part of are 
beneficial for both the university and the alumni.

A L U M N I  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S
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USP Alumnus and Assistant Lecturer in Psychology at the 
School of Social Sciences (SOSS), USP, Ms Shazna Buksh, 
was awarded the inaugural Higher Education Research 
and Development Society of Australasia (HERDSA) Roger 
Landbeck Professional Development Fund Award during 
the HERDSA Conference 2016 held in Fremantle, Western 
Australia.

Ms Buksh was accorded the award as a result of her work 
on education initiatives in the community and with the 

implementation of the Research Skills Development (RSD) 
Framework in courses at USP.

The HERDSA Roger Landbeck Professional Development 
Award will fund the Assistant Lecturer to undertake an 
online Professional Development Course on Diagnosing, 
Assessing and Managing Eating Disorders offered by the 
University of Sydney.

The award aims to promote higher education teaching and 
learning with a particular focus on equity and social justice. 
It supports early career academics from a disadvantaged 
background or an emerging higher education or academic 
development community to engage in a professional 
development activity that progresses their own careers as 
well as to have an influence in their community.

The award will support Ms Buksh to develop and deliver 
a community outreach programme at USP for supporting 
adoption of better health practices to control obesity in 
Fiji. The programme will be embedded in the first-year 
experience of undergraduate students at USP. 

The award also funded Ms Buksh’s participation in the 
HERDSA Conference 2016 The Shape of Higher Education, 
which was held from 4 -7 July 2016 in Fremantle.

In addition, the award facilitated a meeting for Ms Buksh 
with the Foundation Chair of Mental Health in the School 
of Medicine at the University of Western Sydney, Professor 
Phillipa Hay, to support her PhD programme. 

USP ACADEMIC RECEIVES INTERNATIONAL AWARD

Titilia Lagilagi (left) with Tima Tuvuki.

Ms Shazna Buksh receiving her award.

BEING INVOLVED
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For the Pacific, the threat of 
Climate Change is real and 
no one knows this better than 
the Acting Director Niue Meteorological Service, 

Rossylynn Pulehetoa-Mitiepo. 

Graduating from USP with a Postgraduate Certificate in 
Climate Change in 1999, Rossylynn lists coordinating 
the Niue Second National Communication (SNC) and 
launching the success and completion of the document 
early 2016 as some of her major achievements since taking 
up the Acting Director post. 

“I was appointed Acting Director in November 2015. Prior 
to this I was the Coordinator for the Niue Second National 
Communication (SNC) on climate change. Before that I 
studied meteorology and climatology and worked as a 
Scientific Officer in the Niue Meteorological Service.” 

Niue is one of the smallest island nations in the South 
Pacific Ocean with a land area is 260 square kilometres and 
a population of around 1,200 people. Niue is commonly 
referred to as “The Rock,” a reference to the traditional 
name “Rock of Polynesia.”

According to Rossylynn, “Climate change has impacted 
Niue indirectly and will continue to do so unless developed 
countries pursue the urgency in reducing carbon emissions. 
Some observations on the effects of climate change in 
Niue are the increased intensity of tropical cyclones such 
as that of Cyclone Heta in 2004. There is also anecdotal 
evidence of change in the behaviour of land crabs, fruit 
crops growing out of season and change in fish migration 
patterns. 

By definition, Climate Change refers to “a change in 

global or regional climate patterns, 
in particular a change apparent from 
the mid to late 20th century onwards 
and attributed largely to the increased 
levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide 
produced by the use of fossil fuels.” 

Essentially what that means is a rise 
in sea-level, increase in temperatures 
(more heat waves and droughts), 
warmer oceans, melting glaciers, 
changing rain and snow patterns and 
an increase in ocean acidity to name a 
few. 

Rosslynn like other residents of Niue is 
concerned that the increase in temperature can affect the 
land, staple food crops, and pose potential health risks. 

A member of national committee of the USP-EU Global 
Climate Change Alliance (GCCA) pilot project on Climate 
Change Resilience for communities in Niue, Rossylynn 
said that “USP equipped me with the sound knowledge in 
science and I am able to use it in my career today.”

Education and awareness also plays a big part in enhancing 
climate change knowledge at all levels in Niue. There is a 
climate change policy in place and an Intended National 
Determined Contributions (INDC) strategy in place along 
with political will to support the adaptation plans in 
combating climate change. After Cyclone Heta, most of 
the Government’s central agencies have been relocated 
to higher ground. 

In addition, there are regional and international 
programmes such as the USP-EU-GCCA pilot project and 
the Pacific Adaptation Climate Change (PACC) project that 
have helped Niue address some of the climate change 
issues by assisting village communities in developing their 
climate change adaptation plans and providing some 
households with water storage tanks. These developments 
have built the basis of future potential programmes and 
projects for Niue. 

Humble in her attempts to save her island nation, 
Rossylynn advises students to do their best in the small 
tasks or any tasks given to them, learn from others first, 
take the initiative to contribute where they can, and, to 
always be humble and respect others.

A Bachelor of Law (LLB) 2016 graduate, Anne Dunn added to her achievements this 
year by winning the Miss Hibiscus Crown on Saturday 20 August 2016.“I entered 
Hibiscus mostly for a different experience of the festival. I was used to going to 
hibiscus for the rides and the food so I figured, while I still had the chance, it was 
an opportunity to embrace a different platform and try something I’d never done 
before.”

“USP played a big role in offering the relevant education needed to pursue my 
career choice and it also provided a safe space to communicate and converse about 
relevant ideas.” Anne’s achievements as a student include Law Student Association 
Secretary 2011, School of Law Moot Finalist 2011, 2013, 2015, School of Law Best 
Mooter 2013 and School of Law Moot Participant to QUT Shine Moot Competition 
2015.

With links to Nadroga, Anne grew up in the United States but returned to Fiji in 2011. “As Miss Hibiscus 2016, I will be 
definitely be incorporating skills of advocacy and diplomacy learned during my LLB career into the position. I will also try 
and incorporate the legal principles of gender equality as I continue to encourage at least conversations around the topic 
to begin at a grassroots levels,” she said.

Anne will represent Suva in the Miss Fiji pageant in November.

A L U M N I  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S
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FIGHTING 
THE EFFECTS 
OF CLIMATE 

CHANGE 
Rossylynn Pulehetoa-Mitiepo

A BEAUTIFUL MIND
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ALUMNI GIVE BACK TO USP
While on holiday in Fiji recently, Nilesh Wati and her husband Ravinesh Prasad, visited the Alumni 
Office to contribute to the Alumni Fund. Nilesh graduated with a Bachelor of Arts (2008) and 
Master in Commerce (2016) while Ravinesh graduated with a Bachelor of Science (2007) and a 
Postgraduate Diploma in Science (2015). The couple now live and work in New Zealand. 

Nilesh and her husband are USP Alumni and said that their contribution was a way of giving back 
to USP.

The Alumni Fund is an initiative of the Alumni Office that gives a chance for the Alumni to give 
back and make a difference in the lives and experiences of current students of USP. To ensure that 
the Alumni can contribute to causes they feel strongly about, the Fund has six priority areas that 
include Disability Support, Unrestricted Donation, Enhancing Student Experience, Academic/
Department Support and Scholarships. 

Contributors to the Fund receive proper acknowledgement and can ask for information at 
any time in relation to how their money was spent. The Fund is audited as per USP’s audit 
arrangements. 

To make a contribution to the Alumni Fund, go to www.usp.ac.fj/onlinepayment or contact the 
Alumni Office for more information.

 

A L U M N I  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S

USP Journalism students heard first-hand from a panel 
of three alumni what it takes to succeed as a journalism 
student and as a professional in the workplace.

The alumni included Dawn Gibson, Ravai Vafo’ou and 
Tevita Vuibau. All three have built successful careers and 
stand out as USP alumni who are making a contribution 
both in Fiji and the region.

Gibson worked as a reporter for the Fiji Times, then as 
a co-editor with Niuwave magazine. She later joined the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as a 
communications and research officer.

Vafo’ou worked as a reporter with Fijilive, a leading local 
news portal, and later spent two years as a television 
journalist with Fiji TV, before joining the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) this year.

Vuibau works at The Fiji Times as the deputy chief-of-staff.

Their presentation was part of the Wansolwara Toks 
series, which is organised by the journalism programme to 
expose students to leading speakers and practioners from 
the professional fields to broaden student learning. This 
latest talk was the seventh in the 2015 series.

The speakers reflected on the challenges faced as USP 
journalism students; what they learnt in their various 
editorial capacities on the student newspaper, Wansolwara; 
and the reactions to some of the articles they wrote.

They also focussed on their six-week professional 
work attachments in their final year of study, and how 
the experience helped their transition into full-time 
professional employees.

The speakers also discussed their current roles, in what 
respect the journalism course prepared them, or did not 
prepare them fully them for their full-time jobs, as well 
what it takes to succeed in the workplace. 

All three indicated that they enjoyed their time as USP 
students and what they learnt helped them secure good 
jobs and advance their careers. They said it was always a 
pleasure to return to USP to give back to the institution 
where they were educated. 

The talk was followed by a lively question/answer session. 

The head of USP journalism, Dr Shailendra Singh, said 
Wansolwara Toks serves many purposes: It is designed to 
expose the students to USP journalism’s leading alumni 
and it serves to maintain contacts with the communications 
sector in mainstream media, civil society, government and 
the corporate sector, which employ graduates.

Final year USP journalism student, Sonal Shalveer Singh 
said he always found the Toks useful. He said the latest 
session was very relevant as he is currently on attachment 
with Communications Fiji Ltd. “It was a good session 
and I was inspired by how much our three speakers have 
achieved,” said Singh. 

The convener of Wansolwara Toks, Irene Manarae, said 
that the sessions also aim to give students a deeper 
understanding about the role and function of journalism 
by bringing speakers to talk about critical issues in the 
region.

She said that few more talks would be held before the 
semester comes to a close. 

WANSOLWARA TOKS: LEARNING FROM ALUMNI

Nilesh and Ravi with 
their son Irav.

Journalists and USP Alumni - Tevita Vuibau, Ravai Vafo’ou and Dawn Gibson. 
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I N  B R I E F

East Melanesian Islands 
Biodiversity Hotspot

USP Alumnus David Boseto (BSc 2000, MSc 2006) 
is honoured as one of 15 “Hotspot Heroes” for 
outstanding conservation efforts. 

David Boseto was born in the Solomon Islands. 
He attended USP, Laucala Campus, where he earned a 
Bachelor’s degree, a Postgraduate Diploma and later a 
Master’s degree in Marine Science. He then completed 
another Master’s degree – this time in Environmental 
Science – from Texas A&M University. His specialty is 
Ichthyology - the study of fish. 

Mr. Boseto co-founded Ecological Solutions Solomon 
Islands (ESSI) with Patrick Pikacha in 2012, and the two 
men continue to lead the organisation. Mr. Boseto and 
ESSI, with support from Critical Ecosystem Partnership 
Fund (CEPF), have set the foundation for a long-term, 
community-owned conservation initiative on Choiseul 
Island by working with local communities to map 
customary ownership of land and natural resources, and 
develop land-use plans that reflect cultural and biological 
values. 

Mr. Boseto has also played a leading role in other CEPF-
supported initiatives in the Solomon Islands, including 
promoting ridges-to-reef conservation in Western 

Province and undertaking baseline biological surveys of 
the highlands of Guadalcanal as a basis for community-
based conservation initiatives.

With more than 13 years of experience as a Field Biologist, 
Mr. Boseto has conducted research in the Solomon 
Islands, Fiji, Kosrae, Australia, New Caledonia, Japan and 
the United States. He is currently a sitting member of the 
IUCN Red List–Oceana Freshwater Fish Specialist Group. 

Read more: www.cepf.net/news/press_releases/Pages/
Critical-Ecosystem-Partnership-Fund-recognizes-15-
Hotspot-Heroes.aspx

David Boseto, Co-Director, Ecological Solutions 
Solomon Islands (ESSI), Solomon Islands

HOTSPOT HERO

Mr Tevita Kuruvakadua – is the General Manager of the iTaukei Land Trust Board. Mr Kuruvakadua 
has extensive knowledge and experience in Finance and Accounting, Auditing, Corporate 
Governance and Risk Management. He holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Accounting and Financial 
Management from USP. He is a member of the Fiji Institute of Internal Auditors, Fiji Institute of 
Accountants and member of the Australian Institute of Company Directors.

Ms Makereta Konrote – is the Acting Permanent Secretary of Finance. Ms Konrote has worked 
as a senior civil servant for many years and as senior advisor to the Executive Director of the 
World Bank. She has extensive experience and knowledge in Economic Policy Formulation, 
Financial Management and Public Sector Reforms. She holds a Master of Environmental and 
Resource Economics degree from the Australian National University and Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Economics and Public Administration from USP. Ms Konrote is a member of the Australian Institute 
of Company Directors.

Ms Bhavna Narayan – is a Partner at the law firm Lateef & Lateef. Ms Narayan holds a Bachelor 
of Law from USP and Diploma in Legal Practice from USP’s Institute of Justice & Applied Legal 
Studies. She has extensive experience in General/Commercial litigation and advice including Debt 
Recovery.

Source: www.myfnpf.com.fj

USP ALUMNI ON FIJI NATIONAL PROVIDENT FUND BOARD
On 23 January 2016, the Fiji National Provident Fund (FNPF) appointed new board members for the next four (4) years. 
We are proud to acknowledge the following Alumni who are on the board: 
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Leaving the secondary school system and more so a 
boarding school like Adi Cakobau School (ACS) to 
attend USP was a daunting experience but livable 
because I had my class mates from school there 

with me. We supported each other a lot at USP with study 
and social life.

Having spent seven years in a boarding school with its 
restrictions and straight-and-narrow path, the sudden 
freedom in USP was overwhelming. We had no idea how 
to handle boys and the social challenges that came with it. 
But somehow we realised that in such institutions, with all 
these challenges, it’s either you swim or you sink. Luckily, I 
didn’t sink. Not only did I graduate in 1981, I did so with a 

readymade family in tow.

It was a real privilege and honour to return to USP after a 
little over two decades, in 2007. I came back this time as 
a Lecturer and fitted in perfectly with the university family 
and community. I loved the nature and challenge of my 
work as a Lecturer. My experience reaffirmed what I always 
knew - it is the students that are the life line of this great 
institution.

It was a joy to watch Pacific Island students grow and 
develop from their shy and low self-esteem nature into 
mature adults having acquired the confidence and maturity, 
the knowledge and skills to rejoin their communities back 
home and become useful and meaningful agents of 
appropriate change and progress for their families and 
communities at large.

I loved the three (3)-day field trips that I took with my 
students to the rural and remote parts of Fiji and like 
Science students in their labs, these fieldtrips were our 
labs as Geographers. It gave students a chance to be out 
there in the real world engaging with real people with real 
issues and challenges. I am sure that real solutions for 
progress and development are out there with our people 
and their communities. 

I wish to acknowledge and record my appreciation for 
USP’s vision, it’s leadership and management, as well as 
the tremendous contribution of all staff and students thus 
far.

May God continue to favour and bless USP as a premier 
provider for excellent education in our Pacific region and 
its people.

Tamarisi Yabaki (Fiji), Consultant

MY TIME AT USP

A L U M N I  D I A R Y

64% 
of all graduates 
were females

223 
graduates from 
Pacific TAFE

47% 
graduated in 

Undergraduate 
programmes

30% 
graduated in 

Postgraduate 
programmes

3 
PhD graduates

QUICK FACTS: AUGUST 2016 LAUCALA CAMPUS GRADUATION
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Country: Solomon Islands 

Programme: Bachelor of Education (2004), Doctor of 
Philosophy (2016) 

Occupation: Lecturer, School of Education, USP Laucala 
Campus 

Why did you choose your field of study?
My PhD is in the area of Citizenship Education.  It is an 
area that requires a lot of research considering the social, 
political and leadership challenges common in Solomon 
Islands society.

Briefly reflect on your student life at USP?
I was the first Solomon Islander to consider doing PhD 
here at Laucala Campus, USP. My decision to pursue 
doctoral work here was not so much about USP’s research 
merits but because a scholarship was available at the 
time. However, it did not take me long to appreciate the 
decision I had made. USP is a great place to study if you 
are a Pacific Islander.  Almost everyone I met, worked and 
socialised with were my own people, Islanders.  I knew 
that I was accepted and included, so it wasn’t difficult to 
get over the feeling of being a stranger. It was that feeling 
of acceptance that built my confidence and drove me to 
complete my PhD in record time. 

Greatest achievement[s] as a student. 
Submitting my dissertation before the minimum three 
years requirement for PhD completion at USP.

Career Highlights since Graduation: 

I was considered for work as a Lecturer at USP just two 
weeks after my graduation.

Who/what do you credit your success to? What 
inspires you? 
I was inspired by my early failure from the school system.  
Associating with academics and leaders who cared and 
offered proper mentoring also assisted with my success. 

How do you think USP helped you in your career? 
I was offered a job at USP which indicated that they have 
confidence in their product.

Describe any challenges you faced to reach where you 
are today and how you overcame those challenges?  
I was seen as a failure by many who knew me and that 
remained with me. I overcame that only through changing 
my mindset and remaining faithful, hardworking and 
sincere in my dealings.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years (career and/or 
personal goals)? 
I am now pursuing a career as an academic so I will try to 
exhaust whatever is there to accomplish in the field.

What advice would you give to current and future 
students of USP? 
Have a vision for yourself, set your sight on it and go for it. 

Please share top three tips that you think are most 
important for our current students or recent graduates 
that will help them when starting out on their career paths. 

(a) Have a passion for what you are doing. It has to come 
from your heart and not from what you see others do.

(b)  Be open to advise and have a teachable personality

(c) Work hard, be determined and never lose sight of 
your dreams

What has your involvement been with the University 
since you graduated? 
I now work at USP as Lecturer at the School of Education. 

Dr Billy Fitoo with his nephew George at his graduation.

Dr Billy Fitoo
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Dr Sumesh Narayan

Country: Fiji

Programme: BTech (2003), PGDip in Engineering (2009), 
MSc in Engineering (2011), PhD in Engineering (2016)

Occupation: Assistant Lecturer, School of Engineering & 
Physics, USP

Why did you choose your field of study?
I found Engineering to be interesting, creative, applied 
and challenging. We are always in contact with machines 
and mechanisms around us.

What has your involvement been with the University 
since you graduated? (if any)
Part time teaching and research work before joining the 
university on a full time basis in 2008.

Briefly reflect on your student life at USP?
I was more involved in the studies and less with social 
activities, however, I was greatly involved with the 
Engineering department activities such as USP Open Day 
preparations, demonstrations, robocon activities, etc.

Greatest achievement[s] as a student?
Representing USP in Robocon 2003 competition, 
obtaining gold medal for MSc and completing my PhD in 
Engineering

Career Highlights since Graduation?
Worked in a multinational oil company in Fiji as a Project 
Engineer. Currently working as an Assistant Lecturer at USP.

Who/what do you credit your success to? What 
inspires you?
I consider myself and my family my biggest inspiration as I 
know the hard work I have done to achieve this. Of course 
without the support of my family, this would have been 
impossible.

How do you think USP helped you in your career?
By providing quality undergraduate and higher education.

Describe any challenges you face to reach where you 
are today and how you overcame those challenges?
There will always be challenges in life either personal 
or professional and we should always find ways to solve 
those and progress in life.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years (career and/or 
personal goals)?
Obtaining my Professorial qualification

What advice would you give to current and future 
students of USP?
Education is extremely important; hence, spend quality 
time on studies now. Later you will reap the benefit of this.

Please share top three tips that you think are most 
important for our current students or recent graduates 
that will help them when starting out on their career 
paths.
•  Hard work is essential in all aspects of your 

responsibilities.

•  Do further studies and upgrade knowledge in your 
area of specialty.

•  Teamwork and effective communication is vital for all 
students and graduates.

Assistant Lecturer Sumesh Narayan (third from left) and 
students from the School of Engineering and Physics with 
the robots that were used for the robotics competition.
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Barry Whiteside (Fiji) 
Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 1977. 
He is an Economist by profession and has 
been the Governor of the Reserve Bank 
of Fiji since 2011. He also has a Master 
of Arts degree from the Simon Frazer 
University in Canada. 

Nete Yabaki (Fiji) 
Graduated with a Diploma and Bachelor in 
Education 1977 and 1989 respectively. He 
now works and resides in Canberra where 
he teaches Design and Technology at the 
Daramalan College.

Tamarisi Yabaki (Fiji) 
Graduated with a Bachelor in Education 
and Postgraduate Diploma in Geography 
in 1981 and 1993 respectively. An 
educator by profession, Tamarisi runs her 
own education consultancy business in 
Canberra, Australia. 

Umesh Sharma (Fiji) 
Graduated with a Diploma in Education 
in 1985, Bachelor in Education in 1986 
and Master of Arts in 2000. Umesh is an 
Associate Professor with the Department of 
Accounting at the University of Waikato in 
New Zealand

Taniela Matakibau (Fiji) 
Graduated with a Diploma in Education 
in 1988. He then completed a Bachelor 
of Arts in 2010 and Master of Business 
Administration in 2015. He is an 
Accountant at Marine Safety Authority of 
Fiji (MSAF). 

Professor Satish Chand (Fiji) 
Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 1988. 
He now works and resides in Australia where 
he works as a Professor of Finance with the 
University of New South Wales. Prof. Satish 
is also an Adjunct Professor at the Crawford 
School of Economics and Government at 
the Australian National University. 

Uraj Singh (Fiji) 
Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
1990. She taught at the Sanatan Dharam 
Schools in Fiji before moving to Australia. 
She is an Executive Teacher with the ACT 
Department of Education. 

Madhu Prasad Fowler (Fiji) 
Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 1991. 
She now resides and works in Canberra 
Australia as an Accountant with the Private 
Health Insurance Administration Council.

Dr Mukesh Prasad 
Graduated with his undergraduate and 
master’s degrees in 1991 and 1994 
respectively. Dr Prasad is the Policy and 
Research Manager at Clubs Queensland in 
Australia

Samson Verma (Fiji) 
Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 1993. 
Later he completed a postgraduate Diploma 
in International Relations from the London 
School of Economics and Political Science. 
Based in France, Samson teachers English at 
the University of Paris.

1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s
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1990. She taught at the Sanatan Dharam 
Schools in Fiji before moving to Australia. 
She is an Executive Teacher with the ACT 
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Madhu Prasad Fowler (Fiji) 
Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 1991. 
She now resides and works in Canberra 
Australia as an Accountant with the Private 
Health Insurance Administration Council.

Dr Mukesh Prasad 
Graduated with his undergraduate and 
master’s degrees in 1991 and 1994 
respectively. Dr Prasad is the Policy and 
Research Manager at Clubs Queensland in 
Australia

Samson Verma (Fiji) 
Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 1993. 
Later he completed a postgraduate Diploma 
in International Relations from the London 
School of Economics and Political Science. 
Based in France, Samson teachers English at 
the University of Paris.

Dr Siope O’fa (Tonga) 
Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
1998 from USP. He later graduated with a 
Doctor of Philosophy from the Australian 
National University. He is the Economic 
Affairs Officer for the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific in Thailand.

Gregory Stone (USA) 
Graduated with a Doctor of Philosophy 
in 1999. Majoring in Marine Science, Dr 
Stone was one of USP’s first PhD research 
graduates and works for Conservation 
International in the United States.

Siosinamele Lui (Samoa) 
Graduated with a Bachelor in Arts in 
2001. She is currently pursing further 
postgraduate studies at the Australian 
National University (ANU) in Canberra.

Dinesh Naidu (Fiji) 
Graduated with a Bachelor in Education 
in 2002. He also completed a Bachelor of 
Arts in 2010 and a Postgraduate Diploma in 
2012. He is a teacher with Rishikul Sanatan 
College

Simon Tiwok  
(Vanuatu) 
Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 2002. 
He later completed a Masters degree in 
Public Policy from the Victoria University of 
Wellington. He is the Director’s Advisor at 
the Asian Development Bank.

Mereoni Chung (Fiji) 
with a Bachelor of Arts in 2007. She is 
currently pursing further postgraduate 
studies at the Australian National University 
(ANU) in Canberra.

Shiwangni Rao (Fiji) 
Graduated with a Bachelor and Master of 
Science in 2010 and 2012 respectively. An 
Environmental Science major, Shiwangni 
is currently working on her PhD at the 
Charles Sturt University in Australia.

Olivia Halapio- Aholelei (Tonga) 
Graduated with a Bachelor of Commerce in 
2010. She is the Senior Financial Intelligence 
Analyst at the National Reserve Bank of 
Tonga.

Preetina Singh (Fiji) 
Graduated with a Bachelor in Commerce 
in 2013. She works as the Marketing and 
Events Coordinator with the USP in the 
Development, Marketing, Communications 
and Alumni (DMCA) Office.

David Bogese  
(Solomon Islands)
Graduated with a Bachelor of Commerce 
in 2014. Young Davie as he is commonly 
known is a singer, song writer, music 
producer. He works at South Pacific Oil Ltd 
in the Solomon Islands
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Former VC Dr James Maharaj with P.M. Peter Kenilorea.

Dr E. Dharmaraju in classroom with Diploma students 

Wood carver working at USP.
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 Available now at the USP Book Centre Laucala Campus and online at  
www.usp.ac.fj/alumnimerchant

ON SALE 

USP Alumni  
merchandise
Get yours today at USP 
Book Centre!
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Our professional network provides opportunities make new business 
contacts, obtain referrals, view professional profiles of other alumni and 

inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavors. 

Register Online: www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin unisouthpacific

Twitter@USPAlumni

Contact Details
T: +679 3232914 
E: miller_i@usp.ac.fj or alumni@usp.ac.fj 

Stay Connected 
to USP, your 

Alma Mater!

unisouthpacific
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