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The Solomon Islands High Commissioner to 
Fiji and Non-Resident High Commissioner to 
Vanuatu, His Excellency Patteson J. Oti, is a 
common sight at regional and international 
meetings, events and gatherings.  Although he 
was appointed the High Commissioner some 
five (5) years ago, HE Oti has had a long standing 
relationship with Fiji and the Pacific.    

He first came to Fiji in 1978 to do Foundation 
studies after which he continued onto a 
Bachelor of Arts degree.  He got interested 
in International Relations, History-Politics 
and Public Administration policies during his 
Undergraduate years.  These later formed the 
basis of the work he did in Public Administration.  

HE Oti was part of the first of many: He was the 
first group of students to do 6th Form in the 
Solomon Islands in 1977 and cohort of the first 
lot of Solomon Island students to do Foundation 
at USP in 1978. HE Oti completed his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1982 but graduated during the 
first USP graduation ceremony outside of Suva 
held at King George VI Secondary School in 
Honiara in 1983. 

HE Oti remembers his time at USP fondly.  He 

was the Vice-President of the Solomon Islands 
Students Association (SISA) in 1980 when it 
was still a small organisation of just under 100 
members.  

“Until 1982 all student accommodation was on 
campus so it was easy to know what students 
were up to.  The dining hall provided all meals 
during the weekdays under the watchful eye of 
Bisun, the meal supervisor who stamped the 
meal card.”  

After his graduation from USP, he held various 
public service positions, including being a 
Member of Parliament from 1997 to 2010, 
during which time he held Ministerial and other 
Parliamentary appointments. HE Oti returned to 
Fiji as the Solomons Islands High Commissioner 
to Fiji in 2012.  

“I am here in the interest of the Solomon Islands 
Government and everyone else.  I represent, 
look after, and promote the interest of Solomon 
Islands and its affairs in the bilateral diplomatic 
representation in all aspects of political, 
economic, trade, social, and, cultural areas.”

When it comes to the distinction between family 
and work life, HE Oti believes that nowadays 
it’s difficult to leave work at the office when one 
leaves at 5pm largely because of ICT.  

“Before, when I joined public service, you left 
your tools behind when you left the office.  Now 
the tools are always with us.”  

Having graduated more than three (3) decades 
ago, HE Oti strongly believes that there are no 
shortcuts in life and one must think outside the 
box to progress intellectually.  

“Look to the future but know where you come 
from.  The value of what you do now will be 
realised later, after decades,” he said.

HE Patteson J. Oti
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A VISION FOR SUCCESS 

Raghwa Gopal

Raghwa took a gamble on studying 
Computer Science at The University 
of the South Pacific (USP) in the 
1970s and it paid off.

“Computer Science was totally 
unheard of then and everyone 
thought I was crazy to be taking such 
a course, but I was good at Maths 
and Physics and I thought this new 
computer stuff would be a good way 
for me to utilise that knowledge,” he 
said. 

Originally from Nausori, Fiji, Raghwa 
graduated in 1977 with a Bachelor of 
Science.  

Soon after graduating, he migrated 
to Kelowna in Canada to join his 
brother who had moved there earlier.    

“There were many challenges when 
I migrated to Canada in 1978 and 
trying to do business at a young age 
was totally foreign to me. Connecting 
with the right kind of people and 
asking (sometimes pleading) for 
help was one of the ways I was able 

to gain considerable knowledge on 
how business is done here.”

“I enjoy helping my local 
community and this is 
something I know will 

continue to do.”

That same year, Gopal founded 
Vadium Software, Kelowna’s first 
high-technology company which 
made integrated financial and billing 
software for municipalities to keep 
track of everything from taxes and 
building permits to parking tickets 
and facility management.

Gopal built and worked at the 
company for almost three decades 
before selling it in 2006 and retiring.

But he soon realised that retirement 
was not for him. 

In retirement, Gopal volunteered with 
the Okanagan Science & Technology 
Council and the Okanagan Research 
Centre, which merged to become 
Accelerate Okanagan. He became 
an entrepreneur-in-residence with 
Accelerate Okanagan to mentor 
even more start-up companies 
and was also an entrepreneur-in-
residence at Okanagan College. He 
is now the Chief Executive Officer for 
Accelerate Okanagan.

“I enjoy helping my local community 
and this is something I know will 
continue to do. Personally, I love to 
travel and spend time with my family 
so I see myself doing more of that. 
The world is a big and interesting 
place, inhabited by fascinating 
people and I would like to get to 
know more about it,” he remarked.

Gopal has enjoyed success in 
business and the community by 
being honored as Entrepreneur 
of the Year 1999 and Kelowna’s 
Man of the Year 2016.  He was also 
presented the very distinguished 
British Columbia Community 
Achievement Award 2016 and most 
recently was nominated for the Top 
Forty over 40 list.

According to Gopal, “USP was 
thinking ahead when they offered a 
Computer Science degree and that 
kind of progressive thought allowed 
me to take up a field of study that 
now dominates much of the world. 
It gave me a professional edge early 
on.” 

It takes support from outstanding 
people throughout life to become 
a success and for Raghwa those 
people are his mother, Mr. P. R. Patel, 
Mr. Lionel Yee, his wife Sarita and 
children Amy and Ron.    

“It would be difficult to single 
out one individual to attribute my 
success to as per the saying - it takes 
a village to raise a child.”
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The University of the South Pacific 
(USP) hosted its Samoa Alumni to a 
reception at its Alafua Campus on 
23 November 2016. The event was 
attended by prominent Samoan 
Alumni including the Members of 
Parliament, Chief Executive Officers 
of private and public enterprises, 
heads of educational institutions, 
community leaders and members of 
the Samoan Judiciary.   

In his address, Professor Rajesh 
Chandra, USP Vice-Chancellor and 
President welcomed everyone to the 
event, saying such gatherings are 
occasions to meet old friends and 
acquaintances; and an opportunity 
to reconnect, reminisce and rekindle 
relationships. 

“It is wonderful to see so many of 
you present here this evening and 
this clearly shows how strongly you 
feel connected to the University and 
your interest in its achievements and 
progress,” he commented.

According to Professor Chandra, 
USP has over 46,000 alumni and by 
its 50th Anniversary it will be well in 
access of 50,000. 

He told the alumni, they were an 
example of what USP students can 
achieve with dedication and hard 
work, adding that he often reminded 

students that they have the capability 
to excel and achieve anything in the 
world.

“Today you are part of the human 
resource capital of Samoa, 
contributing immensely to its 
economy as well as to the region as 
a whole,” he remarked. 

Professor Chandra said USP 
recognised the important role its 
graduates play in the region and 
as such, the University would like to 
stay in contact with them. He urged 
them to join and register with the 
University’s Alumni Network.

Samoa, he noted, has produced 
many prominent alumni in academia, 
government and other areas and a 
number of USP alumni can be found 
working for Ministries, Educational 
Institutions, Commercial Banks, 
Community Organisations, Judiciary 
and other fields in Samoa and 
beyond.  

The alumni were further told that 
the University will celebrate its 50th 
Anniversary in 2018 and USP wants 
them to play an integral role in this 
milestone.  

Alumni speaker, Ms Afioga 
Aliimalemanu Alofa Tuuau said she 
is always proud to be called a USP 
graduate.

“I feel I am an example of the kind of 
graduates USP produces. I worked 
hard to get to this stage so I would 
like to encourage all graduates to 
always aim higher. We can all make a 
difference in our societies,” she said.

For 81-year old Anna Betham, 
who was part of the first cohort of 
Samoan graduates in 1973, studying 
at USP allowed her to experience 
and mingle with students from other 
cultures and backgrounds.

Ms Rosita Matalavea, the Assistant 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
Central Bank of Samoa, said her 
time at USP as a Master of Business 
Administration (MBA) student 
was demanding but worth it. Ms 
Matalavea was part of the first cohort 
of Samoan MBA graduates in 2007.

Ms Ruby Va’a, USP Campus Director 
said, “I am so happy that the alumni 
have turned out in large numbers to 
support this event and in particular I 
am happy that we have some from 
the 70s and 80s era.”

In his vote of thanks, Prof Umar 
Mohammed thanked the alumni for 
coming and reminded them that a 
great university is only great because 
of its students and that USP students 
are a fine example of that.  

USP’s ALAFUA CAMPUS REACHES OUT TO ALUMNI 

(From L – R): Ms Afioga Aliimalemanu Alofa Tuuau, Professor Rajesh Chandra, Vice-Chancellor and President with 
USP Alafua Campus Director, Dr Ruby Va’a during the Samoa Alumni Reception.

FULL ARTICLE: www.usp.ac.fj/news/story.php?id=2289#.WD9Yn5ISNLc
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Shamima Ali, an alumnus of USP, is 
a household name in the Pacific as 
an advocate for women.  Shamima 
graduated with a Diploma in 
Education in 1974. 

“I chose to study Education because 
that’s what was available at the time. 
Scholarships were available with the 
Fiji Government based on merit and 
young women like me were lucky to 
get the opportunity to study at USP,” 
she said.

From Nawaka in Nadi, Fiji, Shamima 
became a strong activist for change.

“Because there weren’t a lot of 
students at USP at the time, we all 
knew each other so activism was 
strong amongst us as we rallied 
together for worthy causes. We 
used to protest about anything and 
everything. From nuclear fallout and 
reduced allowances to cold food in 
the dining hall,” recalls Shamima.

According to Shamima, apart from 
the education she got at USP, she 
made life-long friends and credits 
lecturers such as Professor Satendra 
Nandan and Dr Tupeni Baba with 
making her learning experience a 
memorable one.

“When I graduated, my first posting 
was to Gau Secondary School in the 

Lomaiviti Group. It was fitting for 
me because I have maternal links 
to Gau but it was also challenging 
at the same time. I taught Physics 
and explaining the subject in terms 
of nature and energy was foreign to 
students who had never seen a car 
or aeroplane,” she shared.

From teaching, Shamima moved to 
radio then onto the Fiji Women’s 
Crisis Centre (FWCC) where she 
has been at the helm for the last 30 
years.

Inspired by the women she 
advocates for, Shamima has been 
the voice of change for women in 
Fiji and the Pacific, championing the 
cause to stop domestic violence. 

“It’s the women that inspire me to 
do the work that I do. How they 
became stronger after what they 
went through, their resilience is 
amazing.”

From a successful professional 
career to personal tragedy, Shamima 
is a great example of a strong 
independent woman. 

In 2008, Shamima was diagnosed 
with colon cancer which she 
successfully beat and most recently 
she lost a confidant in the late Ratu 
Joni Madraiwiwi.

“Ratu Joni’s passing is a huge loss 
for Fiji and the wider Pacific. I was 
honoured to serve with him on the 
Fiji Human Rights Commission 
as a fellow commissioner in 2004. 
Despite his own personal travails, 
Ratu Joni taught me that flexibility is 
sometimes necessary in the work that 
we do and in some circumstances a 
concession on principles is necessary 
if doing so will get things done. Ratu 
Joni always had time for the Fiji 
Women’s Crisis Centre (FWCC) and 
maintained an abiding interest in 
our work,” she said. 

Shamima continues her work on 
behalf of women and conducts 
training in Fiji and the Pacific and 
hopes that as a Non-Governmental 
Organisation (NGO) the FWCC is an 
example of a best practice model. 

“The Pacific Island friends I made 
when I was at USP are invaluable 
to me as I work in the Pacific,” she 
continued. Shamima also conducts 
training workshops as part of 
community outreach and even gives 
talks on human rights, domestic 
violence and gender equality at USP. 

“USP gave me the foundation for 
the work that I do today and for that 
I am forever grateful,” she remarked.

Shamima Ali outside the Fiji Women’s Crisis Centre in Suva. 

ADVOCATING FOR 
PACIFIC WOMEN   
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In the last week of September, a 
group of artists comprising USP 
alumni put up a theatre production, 
ReBirth: A Mother’s Call to Renewal 
to highlight two (2) issues currently 
facing Pacific Islanders – Climate 
Change and Freedom for West 
Papua.

The show was held at the Civic 
Centre, Suva, from the 25 to 28 
September 2016.  

The production was born out of a 
series of workshops conducted by 
some members of the creative team 
in the Solomon Islands earlier this 
year.  The production essentially 
encompassed issues faced by 
West Papuans and all other Pacific 
island nations and aimed to create 
awareness about how climate change 
is affecting the Pacific and to lead a 
helping hand towards assisting West 
Papua gain her freedom.

“Arts in the Pacific can be 
promoted by producing 

shows like ReBirth.”

Despite having only three weeks to 
put the show together, the team put 
in a lot of late night rehearsals and 
worked with no budget to produce 
a quality show as the team believes 
that it is their responsibility as artists 
to speak about issues that others 
can’t or won’t talk about, and being 
part of Oceania urges them to stand 
in solidarity.

One of the USP Alumni, Sadrishan 
Velaidan, who was also the 
Production Manager, has a long 
association with theatre and arts.  
He received training from theatre 
extraordinaire Professor Ian Gaskell, 
Larry Thomas and Allan Alo to name 
a few.  As a student at USP he was 
a common participant in Poetry 
Slam and a member of the Oceania 
Dance Theatre.  He is inspired by the 
late professor Epeli Hau’Ofa.

According to Sadrishan, the show 
was well received, “There were some 
West Papuans in the audience on 

opening night who came backstage 
after the show and were emotional.  
They congratulated and thanked 
us,” he said. 

Sadrishan remembers his time at 
USP fondly and in fact is still around 
on the campus most days as he 
continues to be associated with 
the Oceania Centre.  He believes 
students should push more for Arts 
subjects.

“Arts at USP has been stunted over 
the years and if students are serious 
about bringing programmes like 
Theatre and Music back into the 
curriculum they must work hard and 
get to a position where they can 
propose such changes,” he said. 

Arts in the Pacific can be promoted 
by producing shows like ReBirth and 
finding sponsors to take it around the 
Pacific and the world, and getting 
different groups to get together, to 
talanoa and address issues affecting 
Pacific Islanders.

ALUMNI WORK TOGETHER FOR REBIRTH:  
A Theatre Production

Sadrishan (standing, second from right) with some cast and production 
members of Rebirth.
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USP Alumnus Neelu Nand is 
passionate about using his martial 
arts skills to make a difference in the 
community.

An Engineer by profession, Neelu 
is the current Secretary for the Fiji 
Taekwondo Association. Taekwondo 
is a Korean Martial Art, characterised 
by its emphasis on head-height 
kicks, jumping, spinning kicks and 
fast kicking techniques.

His interest in taekwondo started 
from primary school when his mom 
got him involved in the sport.  He 
hasn’t looked back since.  While 
Neelu now mostly does behind 
the scenes work for Fiji Taekwondo 
Association, he used to represent 
Fiji from 1994 to 1999 at various local 
and international competitions. 
He moved from being an athlete 
to coach in 2003 when he started 
coaching the national team for the 
South Pacific Games.

“I have helped set up clubs around 
the country and have assisted 
with the national team training. At 
one point in time we also set up 
taekwondo in schools around Suva 
as well. The interest in kids is really 
building up and I use my own kids 

as examples of how taekwondo can 
benefit young people. It’s not just 
the involvement with competition 
but more so the discipline and 
fitness that taekwondo helps bring 
out amongst kids and this is what 
I emphasise during my training 
sessions,” he said. 

“I chose to do the MBA 
programme as I was 

inspired from work to 
upgrade myself.”

Graduating with a Master of Business 
Administration (MBA) from USP in 
September 2016, Neelu chose the 
programme for two (2) reasons.

“I chose to do the MBA programme 
as I was inspired from work to 
upgrade myself and the other was 
a personal aspiration to achieve 
something prestigious such as an 
MBA. My dad who passed away 
three (3) years ago had an MBA 
so I was inspired to follow in his 
footsteps,” he said. 

Neelu credits his mom with helping 
him to find the perfect balance 
between work, university studies, 
sports and family.  “My mum supports 
me and helps me get things done at 
home so that I could concentrate on 
my studies. Being a single dad and 
looking after two boys can become 
really tough at times.” 

“It was a very interesting student 
life. Especially the networking that 
you create while going through 
the programme. Trying to juggle 
work, family and school can at times 
become a challenge. However, 
having good comradery amongst 
other students really helps you get 
through with things,” he added.

Neelu emphasises that coming from 
a technical background the MBA 
programme opened his mind and 
helped him to see things from a 
different perspective. Lessons from 
the MBA programme not only assist 
him at work but also in managing 
the affairs of the Fiji Taekwondo 
Association a lot better as well.

The MBA programme is for  
professionals who are looking to 
upskill themselves.

Neelu Nand (middle) with Taekwondo medalists at the South Pacific Games.

USING SPORTS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE  
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Getting into movies is a natural 
progression and the ambition of all 
musicians. 

For USP Alumnus and Solomon 
Island singer, songwriter and 
producer David Bogese, that 
progression is now a reality.

Young Davie as he is commonly 
known caught a break in his musical 
career when his hit song Noqu Lewa 
was chosen by the producers of the 
movie “Feeling Lucky”.

Graduating in 2014 with a Bachelor 
of Commerce, Young Davie works 
in Sales and Marketing for South 
Pacific Oil Limited in the Solomon 
Islands. 

“But that’s my day job, he said. My 
passion is music.”

Young Davie met the movie’s 
producer Dr. Rachel Singh while he 
was in Fiji earlier this year to help 
raise funds for the victims of Tropical 
Cyclone Winston at the “Rise Up” 
Fiji concert.

“I think I have managed 
quite nicely to balance 

my study, work and 
my music. As a USP 

management student / 
graduate, I have been 

able to manage my time, 
resources and life.”

“After I came back from doing the 
concert, I was approached by the 
producer Dr. Rachel Singh to send 
her some of my songs for the movie. 
She chose Noqu Lewa,” he said.

The song was composed by Fiji-
Solomon Islander siblings Ropate 
and Soko Ene.

“Feeling Lucky” is produced by New 
Zealand based film and television 
company, Dreamz Production. The 
movie was shot in Fiji and New 
Zealand and stars a combination of 

Fijian and New Zealand actors.

The movie was featured at the 
Festival of Globe in San Jose, USA 
in August and was released in Fiji on 
September 1st. 

According to Young Davie, USP not 
only gave him an environment for 
learning but for pursuing his passion 
for music as well. “When I was not 
studying, I was able to meet and 
make friends with students from 
other Pacific Islands who also had a 
passion for music.”

“USP is the backbone to my success 
today. I have a job now because 
of the degree I got from USP. My 
music is something I did on the side 
while I was studying. I think I have 
managed quite nicely to balance my 
study, work and my music. As a USP 
management student/graduate, I 
have been able to manage my time, 
resources and life,” he said. 

Young Davie’s success is testament 
to the talent in Solomon Islands and 
USP is proud to have its alumni as 
ambassadors in the arts. 

Young Davie (2nd from right) Live at the Rise Up Fiji Concert.

YOUNG DAVIE “FEELING LUCKY” WITH  
NOQU LEWA 
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A SPECIAL VISIT BY A 
FORMER STAFF

Former USP staff member and Mathematics and 
Computing Lecturer Jeremy Fox visited USP’s Laucala 
Campus with his children, Brigid and Jonathan in early 
October 2016. This was Jeremy’s first visit back to USP 
since he left in 1974. He is pictured outside the School of 
Education where his office used to be in the 70s.

Jeremy Fox (middle) 

NEW KIRIBATI PRESIDENT’S 
COURTESY VISIT TO USP
The newly elected President of Kiribati His Excellency Mr 
Taneti Maamau paid a courtesy visit to Professor Rajesh 
Chandra, Vice-Chancellor and President of The University 
of the South Pacific (USP) at the Laucala Campus in Suva 
on 4 October, 2016. 

An alumnus of USP (BA 1982), HE Maamau said that he 
returned to USP after almost thirty (30) years and was 
excited to see that the campus had grown rapidly.

HE Maamau is the fifth president of Kiribati since the 
country gained independence in 1979.

LIGA BECOMES BUSINESS 
CONSULTANT FOR LIMITED 
EDITION

Liga Gukisuva (MBA 2015) is the new business consultant 
for Limited Edition (LE). LE is an Australian owned and 
operated Sportswear Company. A statement from LE in 
late September said that Liga would look after its business 
interests in Fiji and the Pacific. Before joining LE, Liga 
worked for Kriz Corporation and Vodafone. 

DR. MOHIT RELEASES  
“A FOR APPLE”

USP Alumnus Dr. Mo-
hit Prasad screened his 
movie “A for Apple” 
in September 2016 as 
part of celebrations of 
World Hindi Day.  The 
movie features the story 
of the transactional and 
exploitative nature of 
relationships between 
an indentured nanny, 
Appellamma and an 
old overseer - Ashton. 
The film is an extended 
version of a short film 
that was debuted at the 
2014 Oceania Interna-
tional Film Festival at 
USP.

President Maamau (middle) with VP Richard Coll and 
VC and President, Professor Rajesh Chandra. 

Liga Gukisuva
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“I am 75 years old and am a living 
example that learning is not 
determined by age.  I was told that 
I created history at the graduation 
ceremony at USP’s Tongatapu 
Campus on 30 September 2016 by 
being the oldest graduate when I 
graduated with a Certificate in Early 
Childhood (ECE).

The event was attended by the 
Chancellor of The University of the 
South Pacific, Honourable Henry 
Puna who is also the Prime Minister 
of the Cook Islands, and, Tonga’s 
Prime Minister, Honourable ‘Akilisi 
Pohiva.

I had been an Elementary School 
Teacher at Pangaimotu, Vava’u for 
31 years before retiring in 1995.  

When I heard about the opportunity 

of the ECE Flexi School being run 
here at Vava’u, I was thrilled and 
overjoyed because I wanted to go 
back to school.  My husband had 
passed away in 1994 and my children 
wanted me to stay home and take 
care of them but my passion for 
teaching never retired with me.   

What I loved about my learning in the 
ECE courses is the “new knowledge” 
I gained, the association with other 
Kindergarten teachers and sharing 
the knowledge that we just found.  It 
was exciting to go back to school at 
this age.  I never missed any of the 
classes because I looked forward to 
the knowledge I would receive each 
day.  Even the rain couldn’t stop me, 
no matter what, I went to class every 
day. 

“What I loved about 
my learning in the ECE 

courses is the “new 
knowledge” I gained, 
the association with 
other Kindergarten 

teachers and sharing the 
knowledge that we just 

found.  It was exciting to 
go back to school at this 
age.  I never missed any 
of the classes because 

I looked forward to 
the knowledge I would 
receive each day.  Even 

the rain couldn’t stop me, 
no matter what, I went to 

class every day. ”

In 2010, I started a Kindy School in 
my Community and called it Avai 
‘o Vuna.  I never gave up.  I trust 
in the Lord and believe that I will 
accomplish all things. Learning is 
delicious to me. 

I believe my age will encourage 
our community that when it comes 
to learning – age doesn’t matter. 
I believe that our youth as well as 
retired teachers need to understand 
that the ECE is the foundation block 
to building a child’s education and 
not Primary School. I am a volunteer 
ECE teacher.  I believe it is my duty 
to share this knowledge with our 
young children and develop them 
to love learning. I hope that this 
opportunity will continue in Vava’u 
for our people to learn.  I thank The 
University of the South Pacific for 
allowing this programme to be held 
here in Vava’u so that we can be a 
part of it.”

AGE DOESN’T MATTER

Lea’aetoa Fatai (Tonga), ECE graduate. 
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Country: Fiji

Programme: BCom (2013)

Occupation: Manager Global On-
line Marketing, Fiji Airways

Why did you choose your field of 
study? 

I chose to study Management and 
Accounting because I knew I would 
need to understand a wide range 
of topics that Management and 
Accounting courses allowed us to 
explore. I feel Accounting should be 
part of every Programme  and not just 
at a basic level  but an in-depth one 
because having an understanding 
of the numbers and finances makes 
you look at business situations in a 
different light and gives you so much 
more confidence in making the right 
decisions.

Briefly reflect on your student life 
at USP? 

The library is the first thing that 
comes to mind when I look back. I 
was very distracted in my first year 
at University and a bit in the second 
year too but when push came to 
shove, the library became my best 
friend.  I loved the fact that I made 
new friends almost every day. I 
cherish a lot of those friendships to 
this day. 

Greatest achievement[s] as a 
student. 

My greatest achievement was the 
day I got my final results and found 
out I was eligible for graduation.

Career Highlights since 
Graduation

Becoming a Manager for everything 
Global Online and Digital Marketing. 
Being in a relatively new area of 
marketing in Fiji and the Pacific 
means that most times I do not have 
a base to work from for solutions that 
fit the country and industry here. But 
what’s life without challenges!

Who/what do you credit your 
success to? What inspires you? 

I credit all my success to God who 
I believe has helped me throughout 
the journey to get here. 

How do you think USP helped 
you in your career? 

USP helped set the foundation for all 
the roles I have had up to this point. 
Being at USP brought me out of my 
shell.  I gained confidence through 
interactions and collaborations with 
lecturers and my peers.

Describe any challenges you face 
to reach where you are today 
and how you overcame those 
challenges? 

As I mentioned earlier - being in a 
relatively new area of marketing in 
Fiji and the Pacific means that most 
times I do not have a base to work 
from for solutions that fit the country 
and industry here. Marketing has 
moved to time where the bulk of 
spending is now on advertising and 
marketing in the digital space but 

Fiji and the Pacific are still years 
behind this. The challenge is making 
sure that whichever organisation 
I am in, we do not fall behind the 
global pack and are right up there 
with them.

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years? 

I see myself as a consultant for the 
Tourism Industry in Fiji and the Pacific 
to help formulate and implement 
strategic plans for marketing online 
and digitally. I believe that the 
industry is being left behind by the 
bigger players like Expedia and 
Bookings.com who pump millions of 
dollars each year into a digital plan 
and strategy. With the right tools 
and direction, we can close the gap.

What advice would you give to 
current and future students of 
USP? 

Keep pursuing perfection in 
everything you do and do not 
let other people’s limitations and 
negativity stop you from reaching 
new heights. 

Please share top three tips that 
you think are most important for 
our current students or recent 
graduates that will help them 
when starting out on their career 
paths. 

1.  You never stop learning – the 
moment you believe you know it 
all is the moment you’ve lost the 
plot.

2.  Keep asking questions – do not 
let insecurities stop you from 
always asking questions. Use it 
to learn and move on. 

3.  Rejection is not the end – do 
not allow rejection to dictate 
how you live your life. If you do 
not get the job because you 
were not good enough, use it 
as a learning experience and 
something to motivate you.

AKUILA BATIWETI 
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Country: Fiji

Programme: BA (1996), PGD 
Development Studies (1997), MA 
(2016).

Occupation: Disaster Risk 
Management Officer North Pacific, 
SPC

Why did you choose your field of 
study? 

I had completed a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Development Studies 
way back in 1997 and had always 
had the urgency to complete the 
MA program since it was relevant to 
my work area.

Briefly reflect on your student life 
at USP? 

I have witnessed a lot of changes at 
USP in the two (2) decades I have 
been associated with it as a student.  
There has been progress made in 
areas of Student Support.  During 
my study, MA Student Support was 
excellent. The faculty knowledge 
and guidance has always been 
excellent at USP and even upon 
my return to USP in the later years, 
the commitment of staff and their 
guidance helped me greatly to get 
through my studies.

Greatest achievement[s] as a 
student 

My greatest achievement was 
learning practical and practicable 
skills while doing Development 
Studies.  Focusing on community 
resilience was a thrilling and 
rewarding experience since I could 
see how I could assist Pacific Island 
communities better.  I am now better 
equipped to perform my work as the 
Disaster Risk Management Officer 
for the North Pacific

Career Highlights since 
Graduation 

Since graduating with the Bachelor 
of Arts (Management/Public 
Administration) in 1996 and then the 
PGD Development Studies in 1997 
I was able to progress in my work 
career from being a Health Inspector 
to;

• Planning Officer (1998)

• District Officer (1999 -2003), 

• Senior development Officer 
(2004 January – September)

• Lecturer II at the Fiji School of 
Medicine (2004 Sept – 2006), 

• International Training Manager 
in the EU Kiribati Health 
Improvement Project (2007 – 
2008), 

• Lecturer I at the Fiji School 
of Medicine (2009 January – 
August)

• Disaster Management Adviser 
with SOPC (2009 Aug – 2013)

• Disaster Risk Management 
Officer North Pacific (2014 – 
current)

Who/what do you credit your 
success to? What inspires you? 

I would give credit to all Lecturers 
who taught me while at USP from 
Management and Development 
Studies.   

How do you think USP helped 
you in your career? 

USP helped me in moving from 
National to Regional government.  

What has been your involvement 
with USP since you last 
graduated?

Continue to engage in enhancing 
my qualifications at USP.

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years? 

I believe I will continue to serve the 
people of the small Pacific island 
states in the years to come.  

What advice would you give to 
current and future students of 
USP? 

I would encourage all students,  
current and future, to continue 
to enroll in courses that would 
contribute to moving your 
qualifications up a notch.

Please share tips that you 
think are most important for 
our current students or recent 
graduates that will help them 
when starting out on their career 
paths. 

Implement the theory that you had 
gained and do not be content with 
what you may now have.

NOA TOKAVOU 
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SIS ANNA BETHAM SAMOA
Graduated in 1973 with a Bachelor of Arts 
majoring in English and Geography in 1973.  
She returned to Samoa as a High School 
teacher of English at St Mary’s College 
and created history when she became its 
first Samoan Principal. Sis Emanuela is now 
retired.  

VITOLIU LUI SAMOA
Graduated in 1973 with a Bachelor of Arts. 
Having held various positions in his career, 
he worked himself up to Deputy Director-
General, Secretariat of the Pacific Regional 
Environment Programme (SPREP). Retired 
now, Vitolio has provided over 34 years of 
service to the Government of Samoa and 
regional organisations.

DR ANTOINE NYEURT FIJI
Graduated in 1989 with a Bachelor of 
Science. He completed a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Marine Science (1991), Master 
of Science (1994), Doctor of Philosophy 
in Marine Science (1998). Dr. NYeurt 
is a lecturer at USP’s Pacific Centre for 
Environment & Sustainable Development 
(PACE-SD).

LALIT KUMAR FIJI 
Graduated in 1981 with a Diploma in Science 
Education. He also completed a Bachelor of 
Education (1988), Bachelor of Science (1989), 
Postgraduate Diploma in Physics (1990), 
Master of Science (1992) and a PhD (1998) 
from the University of New South Wales. 
He is currently a Professor at the School 
of Environmental and Rural Science at the 
University of New England.

BIKENIBEU PAENIU TUVALU 
Graduated in 1980 with a Bachelor of 
Agriculture. He was the first Tuvaluan to 
work for the South Pacific Commission 
(Pacific Community). He entered the 
political arena in 1989. He is the former  
Prime Minister of Tuvalu and is now a 
freelance consultant.  

DR JOELI VEITAYAKI FIJI 
Graduated in 1983 with a Bachelor of Arts 
in English and Geography. He began his 
career as a Geography teacher at Queen 
Victoria School. He later completed his MA 
in Geography in 1990 and eventually his PhD 
at Australian National University in 2001.  
He is currently an Associate Professor at the 
School of Marine Sciences at USP.

LEMALAMA TAALOGA 
FAASALAINA SAMOA
Graduated in 1990 with a Bachelor of Science, 
and then worked at Extension, (USP-Suva). 
In 2002 he returned home as the Teacher 
Development Officer (Senior) at the Ministry 
of Education. He is now the Assistant CEO, 
Ministry of Women, Community & Social 
Development in Samoa.

LUKE FORAU SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 
Graduated in 1996 with a Bachelor of Arts. 
He completed his Masters degree and 
later his PhD at the Australian National 
University in 2015. Luke returned to the 
Solomon Islands after completing his studies 
and currently works at the Central Bank as 
Advisor to Governor’s Office.

CECIL LEGER SAMOA
Graduated in 1998 with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Tourism & Management/Public 
Administration. Cecil was one of the 
pioneering students for the tourism studies 
course. Cecil is currently a Manager for Fiji 
Airways in Samoa.

ADAM SHAH FIJI
Graduated in 1998 with a Bachelor of 
Science majoring in Mathematics and 
Computing Science. Adam eventually 
moved to Australia where he worked for the 
University of Western Sydney until 2012. 
Later he moved to the United States to work 
at Google headquarters where he currently is 
the Work Project Manager. 

1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s
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Computing Science. Adam eventually 
moved to Australia where he worked for the 
University of Western Sydney until 2012. 
Later he moved to the United States to work 
at Google headquarters where he currently is 
the Work Project Manager. 

HE BRIAN KAIO SAMOA
Graduated in 2007 with a Bachelor of Arts 
majoring in History/Politics and Geography. 
An interest in news and international affairs 
was the driving force behind him choosing 
his majors. He is the current Samoa High 
Commissioner in Canberra, Australia.  

ASI FANGALUA HALALEVA-
PISILIO TONGA
Graduated in 2005 with a Bachelor of Arts. 
She also completed a Postgraduate Diploma 
in Management and Public Administration in 
2006. Asi resides and works in Tokelau as the 
Finance Manager with the Government. 

EXSLEY TALOIBURI 
SOLOMONS ISLANDS
Graduated in 2004 with a Bachelor of 
Science, Postgraduate Diploma in Marine 
Science (2006), Master of Science in Marine 
Science (2009). Exsley is the Acting Climate 
Change Finance Advisor for the Pacific 
Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS) since 
November 2013.

TAVAI MATAPO COOK 
ISLANDS
Graduated in 2007 with a Bachelor of Arts. 
He also completed the Master of Business 
Administration programme in 2009. A retired 
policeman, Tavai returned to study to inspire 
young Cook Islanders to study. He is the 
current President of the Cook Island USP 
Campus Advisory Committee. 

TEVITA TONGA TONGA
Graduated in 2009 with a Bachelor of Arts. 
He was working as an Accountant with the 
Ministry of Finance and Planning in Tonga 
before moving to New Zealand to do a 
Masters Degree at the Victoria University of 
Wellington. 

BENEY KELEN MARSHALL 
ISLANDS 
Graduated in 2003 with a Diploma in Early 
Childhood Education, Bachelor of Education 
in 2010 and Master if Education in 2014. A 
kindergarten specialist, Beney often visits 
Early Childhood Centres in Majuro to observe 
what the teachers are doing and to update 
them on new concepts.

EDGAR POLLARD SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 
Graduated in 2010. with a Bachelor of 
Science He also completed a Master in 
Science in 2014. Edgar is currently working 
on his PhD at James Cook University where 
he is researching Malaria, the vector-borne 
disease for this thesis. 

STEVEN LEE FIJI
Graduated in 2013 with a Bachelor of 
Science. He received a Gold medal for being 
the most outstanding graduate in Marine 
Science. He worked at WWF before moving 
to Germany to study for his Masters at 
Universität Bremen and the Leibniz-Zentrum 
für Marine Tropenökologie (ZMT) in Bremen 
which he complete in November 2016.

FLORENCE LAW FIJI 
Graduated in 2013 with a Bachelor 
of Commerce in Hotel Management. 
Florence was an active student during her 
time with School of Tourism, Hospitality 
and Management. She is currently the 
Marketing & E-Commerce Coordinator at 
the Intercontinental Fiji Resort & Spa.

NOELINE BROWNE COOK 
ISLANDS
Graduated in 2016 with a Bachelor of Law 
degree. She created history by being the 
first law graduate from the Cook Island 
campus to complete her degree online. A 
New Zealand citizen, Noeline moved back to 
the Cook Islands in 2002 where she currently 
works and resides.  
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A speaker 
during the 
Solomon 
Islands 4th 
Independence 

Anniversary.

DOWN MEMORY LANE

A speaker 
during the 
Solomon 
Islands 4th 
Independence 

Anniversary.

Solomon Islands 
4th Independence 

Anniversary 
Celebrations at 

Laucala Campus.

Solomon Islands students dancing at the celebration.
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Our professional network provides opportunities make new business 
contacts, obtain referrals, view professional profiles of other alumni and 

inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavors. 

Register Online: www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin unisouthpacific

Twitter@USPAlumni

Contact Details
T: +679 3232914 
E: miller_i@usp.ac.fj or alumni@usp.ac.fj 

Stay Connected 
to USP, your 

Alma Mater!




