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Her Excellency Reteta Rimon is the Kiribati 
High Commissioner to Fiji and well known for 
advocating for climate change for Kiribati and 
the Pacific Islands. 

She came to The University of the South Pacific 
(USP) to do her Diploma in Education in 1978 
on a Fiji government scholarship and later 
completed a Bachelor of Arts in History and 
Politics in 1987. The present Vice-Chancellor 
and President, Professor Rajesh Chandra was 
one of her Lecturers along with Professor Konai 
Thaman, Professor Vijay Naidu, and Professor 
Subramani. 

She states her years at USP as the most 
enjoyable time of her life. During her time at the 
University she was part of the USP choir which 
was similar to the present day Pasifika Voices. It 
had members from different countries and HE 
Rimon remembers travelling to Niue, Tonga, 
Samoa, and American Samoa to sing and dance 
to showcase the multiculturalism and diversity of 
the University. 

She worked as a High School teacher in Fiji for 
thirteen (13) years after her graduation before 

moving to Kiribati as an Assistant Secretary 
in Foreign Affairs. That started her journey in 
International Relations. 

She felt inspired working in Kiribati. “Kiribati is 
a small country and your contribution is more 
valued and you feel you are really making a 
difference.” 

Talking about climate change, HE Rimon says, 
“Climate change is a global issue but affects 
countries with different degrees especially those 
such as Kiribati and Tuvalu that are low lying.” 

This complicates the equation even more since 
the proposal of relocation is on the table for the 
people of Kiribati. She echos what all Pacific 
Islanders would identify with – “We have a 
spiritual connection to the land. It’s part of us.” 
No one would be keen to leave a place they want 
to stay in which is why HE Rimon and the Kiribati 
government are looking at other options. 

“We are trying to maintain our islands by getting 
outside innovations, technical assistance, and 
financial support to help us keep the islands.” 

HE Rimon is working closely with the international 
counterparts exploring all options to tackle 
climate change. “Relocation is the last option. 
We don’t want to be refugees and are upskilling 
our people so they can be easily marketable 
overseas. So that they will not be looked down 
upon as burden – so that they can contribute to 
their adopted country.”

On the University, HE Rimon says, “USP is region’s 
premier institution. USP will continue to be very 
important in addressing the contemporary 
issues as long as it remains relevant in kinds of 
programmes it offers and the quality.” 

Aptly she mentions, “we are young nations but 
we need to catch up very quickly. We don’t want 
to be left behind. We need to assert ourselves as 
masters of our own destiny.” 

She  has spent twelve (12) years as the High 
Commissioner to Fiji. 

HE Reteta Rimon

i-KIRIBATI ALUMNUS ADVOCATES  
FOR CLIMATE CHANGE
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USP ALUMNUS IN SENIOR ROLE

John Sami

A prominent alumnus of The 
University of the South Pacific (USP), 
Mr John Samy (BA 72) continues 
to set his mark as he settles into 
his new role as Senior Advisor on 
Policy to the President of the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank 
(AIIB). 

AIIB is a newly established 
multilateral financing institution, 
similar to the World Bank and the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB). 
Its mandate is to foster economic 
growth in Asia by investing in 
infrastructure and other productive 
areas and promoting regional 
cooperation and partnership.

As part of his duties, Mr Samy will 
brief and inform the President of the 
AIIB on all developments in the areas 
of AIIB including strategy, finance, 
communication and administration. 
He will serve as a focal point in the 
Office of the President for those areas 
of accountability to ensure effective 

cross-functional communication and 
the quality of the Bank’s policies.

Mr Samy possesses extensive 
development and management 
experience in the public sector and 
has worked in 24 countries. 

“This has not been 
an easy call for me, 

especially since leaving 
the ADB in 2006, I 

have refrained from 
looking for paid work. 

In this instance, it is the 
President of the Asian 

Infrastructure Investment 
Bank who wants me to 

take on this role.”

In Fiji, he served the Government of 
Fiji for fifteen (15) years. He was the 
Permanent Secretary for Economic 
Development and Planning 
including Trade, Industry and 
Tourism; and concurrently served 
as Chairman, Prices and Incomes 
Board for seven (7) years. 

Mr Samy later joined ADB and 
held several leadership positions 
including Deputy Director General 
position of the largest operational 
department in ADB. In the ADB’s 
over 40 years of history, this was 
the highest level in staff position 
occupied by someone from the 
South Pacific including New Zealand. 

He is also involved in philanthropic 
work. He founded and is actively 
involved in two charities: Initiative 
for Needy Children in Vietnam and 
Foundation for the Education of 
Needy Children in Fiji (FencFiji). 

In referring to the new role, Mr Samy 
said, “This has not been an easy 
call for me, especially since leaving 
the ADB in 2006, I have refrained 
from looking for paid work. In this 
instance, it is the President of AIIB 
who wants me to take on this role. In 
ADB, I served under him as Deputy 
Director General when he was Vice- 
President there.” 

Mr Samy was appointed to the 
role through a due head-hunting 
process. 

Originally from Fiji, he graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts from USP 
in 1972 majoring in Economics 
and Sociology. He continued his 
studies at the University of Sussex 
and graduated with a Master of 
Philosophy in 1977. 

Mr Samy took up his new role on 8th 
February.
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While most people dream of 
leaving the Pacific and moving to a 
developed country for a better life 
Eric Siegel (PG Dip 14, MA 16) is 
an example of those who move the 
‘other way’. 

Eric grew up in The United States 
of America and has extensive 
experience working with 
disadvantaged communities. As an 
Undergraduate student, he worked 
in Ghana, India and Peru.  Later he 
served as a Peace Corps volunteer 
in Honduras.  His last job before 
deciding to pursue further studies 
in Fiji was in Columbia at a Non-
Government Organisation (NGO) 
called Fútbol con Corazón which 
worked on improving the lives of 
children in communities with high 
rates of violence.

Throughout his extensive community 
experiences, Eric questioned 
the forces driving development 
endeavors which fueled his desire to 
investigate development theory and 
research the roots of culture related 
to human behavior. 

His search led him to The Univesity of 
the South Pacific (USP) website. He 
found publications from the School 
of Governance, Development, and 
International Affairs (SGDIA) staff, 

and was inspired to learn more 
about the Pacific. He then applied 
for Rotary Global Grant scholarship 
which he earned. He arrived in Fiji 
to  study Postgraduate Diploma in 
Development in 2013!

Eric describes his first year at the 
University as incredible, “I lived in 
the dorms on campus. Meeting 
people from Kiribati, Vanuatu, Fiji, 
Tuvalu, Micronesia and Tonga was 
the coolest because I had never 
met anyone from these countries. 
In class, I loved the course content 
and I felt privileged to engage in 
conversation with future leaders of 
the Pacific. I found out I had much to 
learn, and everything was new and 
exciting.”

The Masters phase however was 
extremely difficult. He quickly 

learnt that writing a thesis was not 
about exciting discussions and 
contemplating ideas with peers; 
rather, it was an independent 
process. This was a tough change for 
him but the support of the SGDIA 
and his family and friends made it 
possible. 

In November 2015, he moved from 
Fiji to New Zealand to continue 
editing his thesis and find work 
during which he supported himself 
by working at a produce factory, a 
restaurant, and then a grocery store. 
He successfully graduated from USP 
with his Master’s degree in 2016 and 
has since been actively trying to find 
a job that would allow him to return 
to the Pacific! 

As Eric puts it, “The process is long, 
but the lessons are worth it!”

CROSSING NATIONS – From Americas to Oceania

Eric Siegel (standing, 5th from right) with FTA Nausori District Education Officers and Nausori District Teachers, Fiji.

Eric Siegel (second from right) during a stove construction in Honduras. 
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Political Sociologist, Professor 
Steven Ratuva (BAGCED 82, MA 96), 
was recently awarded a Fulbright 
Senior Scholar Fellowship to carry 
out research as Visiting Professor 
at Duke University, University of 
California (LA) and Georgetown 
University. The Fulbright fellowship 
is the most prestigious offered by 
The United States of America and 
one of the most internationally 
competitive. 

Although he was a science student 
at high school (Physics, Chemistry, 
Technical Drawing and Maths 
being his subjects) Professor Ratuva 
changed to Foundation Social 
Science when he enrolled at USP 
as a student and completed a BA 
in Sociology and History/Politics 
as well as a Graduate Certificate in 
Education (1982), before pursuing 
his Post-Graduate studies. He was 
also President of the USP Student 
Association when he was a student. 

With a PhD from the University of 
Sussex, Professor Ratuva has worked 
at USP, Australian National University, 
University of Auckland and University 
of Canterbury and as a visiting 
fellow in a number of international 
universities. He has also been a 

consultant and advisor to a number 
of international organisations such 
as UNDP, International Labour 
Organisation, Asian Development 
Bank, International Institute 
of Democracy and Electoral 
Assistance, British Council, New 
Zealand Health Research Council 
etc. He is also a member or leader 
of a number of international expert 
research teams. As an advocate 
of interdisciplinary research, his 
intellectual interests span across 
disciplines such as sociology, 
anthropology, political science, 
philosophy, development studies, 
economics and even astrophysics 
because of its close association with 
philosophy, sociological theory and 
cosmological discourses. 

Apart from his academic career, 
Professor Ratuva is also an artist and 
musician. He painted the largest 
work of modern art in the Pacific 
in the form of a mural at Marist 
Brothers High School’s Lambert Hall 
stage (when he was a 16 year old 
student), using a deconstructed and 
one-dimensional derivative of Pablo 
Picasso’s cubism, and was also a 
cartoonist for a number of magazines 
and newspapers. As a musician, he 
is an accomplished keyboard player 

and singer and was founder of the 
Spice Boys band which played in 
parties and drinking sessions around 
Suva. He was also President of the 
Fiji Bodybuilding Federation. 

Professor Ratuva is currently Director 
of the Macmillan Brown Centre 
for Pacific Studies and Professor in 
Sociology and Anthropology at the 
University of Canterbury. He is also 
Chair of the International Political 
Science Association research 
committee on democratisation 
and the military as well as former 
President of the Pacific Islands 
Political Studies Association. 

TOP AWARD FOR USP 
ALUMNUS

Professor Steven Ratuva

LOOKING FOR CHAMPIONS FOR  
USP ALUMNI NETWORK  

Alumni Champions are USP graduates who volunteer to help to keep alumni connected and involved with USP. 
They connect with former classmates or USP graduates in their regional location, encourage them to participate 
in alumni activities, and assist the Alumni Office in keeping up-to-date alumni contact information.

Being an Alumni Champion is a great way to remain involved after graduation and you can be as active as your 
schedule will allow. If you’re interested, please email Artila Devi: artila.devi@usp.ac.fj or call (679) 3232675 for 
more information.
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A popular name in Climate Change 
and Meteorology, Dr Savin Chand 
(BSc 2000, MSc 05), an alumnus of 
The University of the South Pacific 
(USP), is a lad from the sugarcane 
village of Lagalaga, Fiji which is 
about 50kms away from the nearest 
township of Labasa.    

Dr Chand is currently a Lecturer in 
Statistics at Federation University 
Australia and is leading a Climate 
Informatics Research Group where 
his research focus is primarily in 
the areas of mathematical and 
statistical modelling of climate 
extremes in changing climate, and 
understanding their impacts and 
threats on environment and society 
in Australia and the Asia-Pacific 
regions.

In 1997, after completing his high 
school education at one of the most 
prestigious schools in the Northern 
Division, Dr Chand decided to join 
another prestigious institution – USP 
– to further his interest in Maths and 
Physics.  This decision brought him 
to Suva and the Laucala Campus of 
the University.  

He completed his Bachelor of 
Science (BSc) in Maths and Physics 
(2000) with flying colors which 
resulted in him securing a highly 
competitive scholarship to complete 
Masters in Physics (2005).  

In between he also worked at 
USP at the School of Engineering 
and Physics (SEP) as a Graduate 
Research Assistant and later as the 
Foundation Physics Coordinator at 
College of Foundation Studies. As 
he puts it – ‘after this, opportunities 
kept coming’.  

After his Masters, he got a 
chance to go international having 
being awarded the Endeavour 
Postgraduate Award to do his PhD 

from the University of Melbourne in 
2011 in Atmospheric and Climate 
Sciences. 

Dr Chand counts meeting his wife 
as one of his biggest achievements 
at USP and has fond memories 
of spending time with, “routine 
social gatherings in the local pubs, 
playing soccer in the afternoon, and 
enjoying few beers by the sea-side.”

Dr Chand has also worked as a 
Research Scientist at the Australian 
Bureau of Meteorology where he 
worked on a number of research 
projects, including the Australian 
Government funded Pacific Climate 
Change Science Project and Pacific 
Australia Climate Change Science 
and Adaptation Project.  

He is currently involved in several 
research projects in collaboration 
with the School of Physics and 
Engineering at USP and believes 
that since, “Pacific island countries 
are now at the risk of several natural 
disasters due to global warming. 
Graduates should use their skills 
and knowledge to think of new 
and innovative ways of tackling and 
adapting to climate change.”

Dr Chand has several research 
projects available (Masters and PhD 
level) in the area of Climate Science.  

Interested students can contact 
him for discussion on email:  
s.chand@federation.edu.au 

ALUMNUS JOINS FIGHT AGAINST CLIMATE 
CHANGE

Dr Savin Chand in his office.

Dr Savin Chand
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Professor Hitendra Pillay may 
have kept a low profile during 
his university days but that is no 
longer possible, given his present 
position as a Professor in the Faculty 
of Education at the Queensland 
University of Technology (QUT). 

He joined The University of the South 
Pacific (USP) as a 14-year-old student 
on a Fiji Government scholarship. 
Being from the western side of Fiji 
meant that Professor Pillay lived 
on campus while he pursued his 
degree.

“Everything, including laundry 
was catered for. Since food was 
provided, the dining room used to 
be a place of high activity, often with 
long queues to get in but that did 
not deter anyone,” Professor Pillay 
said.

According to Professor Pillay, unlike 
the Campus now that has multiple 
sports areas, there were no fields in 
the early days so he and his friends 
played soccer in small spaces 
between Halls of Residence. 

He is amongst the few who remember 
the ‘old’ layout of USP when Science 

labs used to be located at lower 
campus. Professor Pillay remembers 
having to catch the shuttle to get to 
classes. 

“If you missed that, you had to run 
all the way through swamp in middle 
campus down to lower campus,” he 
said.

After graduating from the University, 
Professor Pillay taught at Suva 
Grammar School before returning to 
USP as a Lecturer where he taught 
for four years. He then went on study 
leave to do his PhD at The University of 
New South Wales (UNSW). Professor 
Pillay is accredited with starting the 
Foundation in Technology Subject at 
USP. He returned after study leave to 
Lecture at the University until 1993 
after which he left for QUT. 

Professor Pillay joined QUT as a 
Lecturer and within a short time 
was promoted to full Professor. 
This USP alumnus has won several 
internationally competitive research 
grants, published over 120 academic 
papers and over 100 technical 
reports for the World Bank, Asian 
Development Bank, Australian Aid  
and the European Union.

Having worked in thirty one (31) 
countries as education development 
advisor and as an academic in four 
universities from developed and 
developing economies, Professor 
Pillay is highly sought after as an 
international education advisor/
consultant and researcher.

For those beginning their career he 
advises that, “having a Bachelor’s 
degree is just the beginning. In the 
21st century, it is highly likely that 
you will have multiple careers so it 
is absolutely essential to develop 
life-long learning and self-directed 
learning skills to facilitate continuous 
adjustments to emerging career 
opportunities.”

“Above all, in a world driven by 
information overload, complex 
political economies, increasing 
blurring of evidence and advocacy, 
one has to be honest with themselves 
and focus on foundational principles. 
This is what has helped me achieve 
what I have today,” he added.

Professor Pillay acquired his Bachelor 
of Education in 1982 and completed 
his Masters in 1986 from USP.

STRONG 
FOUNDATIONAL 
PRINCIPLES FOR 
SUCCESS 

Professor Hitendra Pillay 
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Leala-Gale with her family. 
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Ms Christina Leala-Gale with her family in Fiji. 

Ms Christina Leala-Gale (BA 02) 
is the new Manager Sustainable 
Tourism Development for The South 
Pacific Tourism Organisation (SPTO). 

A mother of five (5), Ms Leala-Gale 
comes from a family of nine (9) 
siblings from Lepea, Tulaele, Vaitele 
and Solosolo villages outside Apia, 
Samoa. As part of her new job she 
will promote the development of 
sustainable tourism in the region. 

For Ms Leala-Gale, attending The 
University of teh South Pacific (USP) 
was more than an academic platform 
as it gave her the exposure to the 
rich and diverse cultures of the 
Pacific islands. “I grew to appreciate 
our similarities and differences as 
Pacific people. It taught me to be 
strong and independent.”

“I also had the opportunity to study 
with fellow Pacific islanders – most 
of whom are now holding prominent 
roles in their respective countries, in 
the region and abroad.”

She came to USP on a scholarship 

offered by the Government of 
Samoa with funding support from 
the New Zealand Government. 

After completing her Bachelor of 
Arts in Economics and Information 
Systems, Ms Leala-Gale worked as a 
Tourism Planning and Development 
Officer at the Samoa Tourism 
Authority and eventually worked 
her way up to the Secretariat of 
the Pacific Regional Environment 
Programme in Apia before being 
selected for the job in Fiji. 

Sadly, Ms Leala-Gale lost her 
inspiration, her mother, in a little less 
than two (2) years after graduation 
but it did not deter her focus. Being 
determined Ms Leala-Gale said that, 
“losing my mother has motivated 
me to be independent and to put 
others before me.”

Ms Leala-Gale points out that the 
journey of her career has not been 
easy as she has faced numerous 
challenges along the way. “There 
are deadlines to meet, expectations 
to fulfil, and you should be prepared 

to rise to the occasion, so don’t 
be surprised if half the time you 
are questioning your own ability! 
Working with others is never easy 
so you have to make sacrifices and 
keep an open mind.” 

She managed to stay positive and 
weather the storm by continuing 
to work hard, having patience and 
moving on. As she says, “at the end 
of the day, you are working because 
you have to put food on the table, 
support your family and others. 
The challenges we face give us the 
opportunity to grow so think positive 
and be kind.”

Ms Leala-Gale advises young 
graduates to extend their vision 
as, “there is a big world out there, 
a world full of opportunities and 
challenges.” 

“Let God guide your journey and 
remember success is not always 
about excelling - how you excel is 
more important - so be a person of 
excellence and integrity.”

SAMOAN ALUMNUS PROMOTES TOURISM
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Having completed my studies 
up to Master in Education (MED) 
at Tonga Campus is one of the 
greatest joys of my life. There were 
difficulties of being a teacher and 
a student along with having other 
responsibilities at home, but The 
University of the South Pacific (USP) 
Tonga and Laucala campus staff 
made things possible for me. For all 
these I am so grateful. I am thankful 
for the generosity, the smiles and 
hospitality of staff members. I have 
enjoyed all my years of study at USP, 
our very own University, and I met 
many new friends from other Pacific 
Islands which is very enriching and 
educational. 

Teaching our children is very 
important either it be in formal, 
non-formal and informal Education. 
Globalisation has its impact on our 

development, and I believe that 
education of our young people, 
youth, parents and other community 
leaders are very crucial, in terms of 
sustainability and maintenance of 
our values, culture and traditions. 

Now-a-days, it seems that parents 
and other stakeholders point to 
the teachers to shoulder all the 
responsibilities of educating their 
children. They are not aware of 

the fact that they are neglecting 
their important roles towards the 
education of their children. Parent’s  
support and encouragement is 
important. If everyone plays their 
role well, I am sure there is great 
hope for the future development 
of our families, school, village 
and the country. I also believe 
that development is everyone’s 
responsibility not just a few. Also, 
investing in education is a great help 
if we teachers commit ourselves 
wholeheartedly to our vocation as 
teachers, and have the support of 
parents and other stakeholders.

I wish that everyone in the Pacific, 
especially here in Tonga would make 
the most of the opportunities given 
to us, value and appreciate what 
USP is offering us here in Tonga to 
make our region a better place. 

TAKING CHARGE OF YOUR FUTURE

Sister Kilisitina’s graduation.

Ms Frances Kurulo

From selling biscuits in her high 
school to becoming the Director of 
Lifeway Business Centre, Ms Frances 
Kurulo (BCom 14, MBA 16), has come 
a very long way at the age of 24. 

Ms Kurulo started her journey of 
entrepreneurship at 16 when she 
started selling packets of biscuits 
to her fellow classmates in school. 
Later she enrolled for a Bachelor of 

Commerce in Business Studies at 
The University of the South Pacific 
(USP). 

Whilst doing her undergraduate 
degree at the University, Frances 
decided to venture into the world 
of entrepreneurship and started 
Frans’s Boutique in 2011, a pre-
loved clothing boutique situated in 
Kinoya, Nasinu. Ms Kurulo strongly 
believes in identifying the needs of 
a market and fulfilling them through 
effective business operations. “It’s 
not just about the money, it’s about 
how you change people’s lives for 
the better,” she adds. At that time 
there was a shortage of affordable 
plus size clothing for women and 
Frances met this need through her 
entrepreneurial venture. After three 
(3) years managerial experience,  
she joined the Master of Business 
Administration (MBA) programme at 
USP. 

Ms Kurulo considers her MBA 

journey  an extraordinary experience. 
“It was great as I not only got to rub 
shoulders with Lecturers who shared 
their wealth of knowledge, but I also 
got to sit alongside classmates who 
carried a wealth of experience in the 
work force,” said Ms Kurulo. 

She felt that as a young entrepreneur 
who was barely making a name for 
herself, being in the same room with 
esteemed Lecturers and colleagues 
was a great honour. During an 
interview, Ms Kurulo  mentioned that 
it is very important to know one’s 
passion and identify the challenges 
while you are pursuing that passion. 
“The challenges you face should not 
be seen as a setback or something 
negative, but it should be seen as 
an opportunity that will push you 
forward.” 

“Invest in yourself because you owe 
it to yourself to be happy and to do 
what you love.”

FRANCES KURULO –  Inspiring  Entrepreneur

ALUMNI DIARY
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 Dr Veitayaki (BA 83, MA 90) was part of the 
panel at the recently held 2017 Speaker’s 
Debate at the Grand Pacific Hotel in Suva, 
Fiji.  Dr Veitayaki encouraged the more 
than 300 individuals in attendance to 
safeguard the fishing industry for future 
generations. The USP alumnus and current 
Associate Professor at the University of 
the South Pacific advised stakeholders to 
think carefully about fisheries resources for 
a sustainable future in relation to marine 
resources.

Dr Veitayaki (second from right) at the Parliament Speakers Debate.

 Dr Joseph Veramu with a participant at the forum.

Dr Neelesh Gounder (BA 98, MCom 08) is the first individual from Fiji to have been 
awarded a Greg Taylor Scholarship to undertake research at the Australian National 
University’s (ANU) Crawford School. The scholarship will provide him the opportunity 
to undertake research at the ANU Crawford School as part of the Development Policy 
Centre for a period of up to three (3) months on a topic relating to the economic 
development of PNG and the Pacific. Dr Gounder was previously awarded the 
prestigious Australian Prime Minister’s Pacific-Australia (PMPA) Award in 2012 for 
sustained academic achievement and contribution to university activities in Australia.

Dr Joseph Veramu (PhD 07) was the Chief 
Facilitator at the recently organised youth 
forum in the Western Division of Fiji. The 
forum brought together 80 youths from 
urban as well as rural areas. Discussion 
focused around educational issues, 
employment concerns, climate change, 
volunteerism and gender issues. The 
forum was part of consultations held by 
the Ministry of Youth and Sports, Fiji to 
plan for the 2017-18 fiscal year. The ideas 
proposed at the forum will be compiled 
for consideration in the Government of Fiji 
Youth and Sports  Ministry’s corporate plan. 

SAVING FISHERIES

GREG TAYOR AWARD

CREATING A SPACE FOR YOUTH VOICES

 Dr Neelesh Gounder
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Country: Tonga 

Programme: Master of Business 
Administration (2007)

Occupation: Capacity Development 
Advisor, Melanesian Spearhead 
Group 

Why did you choose your field of 
study? 

I had the time, I needed to access 
professional networks in Fiji, and I 
needed to challenge myself with a 
new field of study from what I did 
for my undergraduate degree in 
Science and Mathematics. 

Briefly reflect on your student life 
at USP? 

It was the best student life of all 
times. I returned to study after five 
(5) years of working experience and 
five (5) years of motherhood, I had 
the maturity to better understand 
how and when to practically apply 
the learning contents to real life 
scenario and problem solving. 

Greatest achievement[s] as a 
student.

Networking. I was in one of the best 
MBA years of USP with the best lot 
of students who became lifelong 
friends. 

Career Highlights since 
Graduation 

Working for the Suva-based 
Delegation of the European Union 
for the Pacific in 2010 - 2012 as 
one of the first local employees to 
work in operations and programme 
alongside the European officials.

Who/what do you credit your 
success to? What inspires you?

My mother Luisa Fuka-Levin (aka 
Leveni) and my mother-in-law Lorine 
Chan-Tevi. They believed in me and 
kept reminding me that as a woman 
I can do anything I wanted to in life 
no matter what. 

How do you think USP helped 
you in your career? 

Provision of a robust regional 
supporting network. The EU job and 
this current job for the Melanesian 
Spearhead Group (MSG) demand 
this regional involvement and I 
depend a lot on my professional 
regional network that was built 
mainly during my MBA years. 

Describe any challenges you face 
to reach where you are today 
and how you overcame those 
challenges? 

Balancing motherhood and student 
life is always a woman’s struggle. I 
started my Post Graduate Diploma 
in General Manager in 2004 but then 
fell pregnant half way into the year. 
My pregnancy with twins demanded 
me to lie down for 9 months so I 
lost a year before returning to finish 
off my Post Graduate Diploma and 
followed by my MBA. I overcame 
this with simply accepting the 

situation with gratefulness that I had 
sacrificed one for the rewarding of 
another beautiful gift and in my case 
gifts of beautiful healthy daughters  
(Luisa & Lorine) who are 11years old 
now. 

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years (career and/or personal 
goals)?

Running my own little business, a 
small scaled boutique of Pacific 
fashion designed line and with a 
café on the side, somewhere quiet 
and slow, if I’m lucky enough.

What advice would you give to 
current and future students of 
USP?

Academic life is not all about just 
getting A grades. It’s about ‘Learning 
to be able to learn’ to use all you 
can gain from the institution to help 
you balance life as a fully equipped 
human being who has done your 
best and achieving all you can learn 
to help yourself, help those you love 
and care for, and those who are less 
fortunate than yourself. 

Please share top three tips that 
you think are most important for 
our current students or recent 
graduates that will help them 
when starting out on their career 
paths. 

1.  Format your CV well and 
customise it according to the 
need of the specific ToR you are 
applying for.

2.  Talk to everybody and anybody. 

3.  Believe in a higher being, a 
divine power for hope and divine 
guidance into the unknown and 
what is out of our control.

What has your involvement been 
with the University since you 
graduated? 

I am the Secretary of the Tongan 
community in Fiji and the President 
of the Tongan community in Vanuatu.

ELENI LEVIN-TEVI
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Country: Fiji

Programme: BSc 2004; MBA 2012

Occupation: General Manager, 
Datec Fiji Ltd

Why did you choose your field of 
study? 

I was a Technical-oriented person 
in Information Technology after 
achieving my Undergraduate 
Degree and made a decision to 
enrol in the MBA Programme to get 
more exposure into understanding 
all business functions and the 
necessary elements to look into in 
becoming successful in running a 
business.

Briefly reflect on your student life 
at USP? 

During MBA it was always a 
challenge managing between 
work, life and study. However I 
adapted and realised that with 
proper time management, planning 
and dedication it is possible to be 
productive in all aspects of work, life 
& study. 

Greatest achievement[s] as a student. 

I believe I did very well in Accounting 
and Finance. - MBA units which I 
expected to underperform in as I 
had very little exposure in this area. 
However this was a giant leap of my 
understanding of the importance 
of numbers in Finance context and 
how this is used to evaluate business 
performance and areas of strategic 
focus.

Career Highlights since 
Graduation

Whilst doing my MBA I was the 
Manager IT & Corporate Security 
at Vodafone Fiji Limited and 
graduated in 2012. After MBA I was 
given more exposure to business 
decision making at my workplace, 
Vodafone Fiji Limited. Just recently 
in February 2016 I took on the 
challenge of leading Vodafone Fiji’s 
newly acquired and Fully Owned 
Subsidiary, Datec Fiji Limited as 
General Manager. 

Who/what do you credit your 
success to? What inspires you? 

I owe my achievements to the 
opportunities my first employer 
Vodafone Fiji give me to develop 
my knowledge and skills and the 
support I received to complete my 
MBA Programme. I also thank my 
family for supporting me.

How do you think USP helped you 
in your career? 

USP has enabled a platform in the 
MBA Programme where industry 
stakeholders, managers, leaders of 
various institutions & sectors share 
ideas of similar context that enables 
knowledge sharing and learning 
ways to make improvements at their 
respective work places.

Describe any challenges you face 
to reach where you are today 
and how you overcame those 
challenges?

I faced situations that I did not have 
a prescribed solution for. What’s 
important was to reason out the 
real problems, the possibilities 
for resolution and analysis of the 
outcomes. It’s important to note 
that not everything will turn out as 
you foresee, however the key is to 
learn from your mistakes and always 

maintain focus on the goals and 
objectives of your organisation or 
company.

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years (career and/or personal goals)? 

I see myself as becoming a better 
leader with mature thoughts, 
knowledge and experiences that 
make me a better decision maker. 

What advice would you give to 
current and future students of USP?

My advice to current and potential 
MBA students is to have a clear goal 
in mind where MBA is the vehicle to 
get there. MBA must not be seen 
as a tick in the box, but rather a 
tool that will enable you to achieve 
your career goals and objectives. 
MBA is a very powerful tool for 
any leader regardless of the role 
or title so don’t be hesitant to take 
on the challenge, to further your 
knowledge on business principles 
which I feel is something important 
for any employee to understand.

Please share top three tips that 
you think are most important for 
our current students or recent 
graduates that will help them when 
starting out on their career paths.

1.  Establish your clear career goal

2.  MBA is a tool for any Leader 
regardless of their job role or 
title

3.  MBA is a commitment and not a 
task

What has your involvement been 
with the University since you 
graduated? (if any)

1.  I have been involved with 
the School of Computing, 
Information & Mathematical 
Sciences as an Industry Supervisor 
for the IEP Programme which 
is now accredited by Australian 
Computer Society (ACS) 

2. In 2015 I was the Course 
Coordinator of the 400 Level 
IS432 IT Project Course.

ATEEN KUMAR 
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HON ʻAKILISI PŌHIVA TONGA
Graduated in 1978 with a Bachelor in Education after 
which he worked as teacher and later became part 
of the Tongan Teacher Training Staff. He then got 
interested in politics and became active in Tonga’s 
pro-democracy movement. Hon Pōhiva is the leader 
of the Democratic Party of the Friendly Islands (DPFI) 
and the current Prime Minister of Tonga. 

RAGHWA GOPAL FIJI
Graduated in 1977 with a Bachelor of 
Science. Soon after his graduation he left 
Fiji for Canada where he joined his brother 
and started an IT business. He founded 
Kelowa’s first high-technology company 
– the Valdium Software. He is retired now 
but is very closely involved with the local 
community. 

APOLONIA TAMATA FIJI
Graduated in 1981 with a Diploma in Education 
followed by a Bachelor of Arts in 1988. She taught 
high school after graduation before returning to USP 
to teach for a few years. She went on to complete a 
PhD in Linguistics in 2007 and is the present Senior 
Language and Culture Specialist at the iTaukei trust 
fund. 

FRANCIS BREBNER SAMOA 
Graduated in 1985 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Public Administration. She later completed 
Graduate Certificate in Health Economics 
and Financing from the University of York 
and a Masters of Arts in Public Policy 
from Australian National University. 
She is currently the Registrar for Health 
Professionals at the Ministry of Health in 
Samoa. 

WINIFERETI NAINOCA FIJI
Graduated in 1983 with a Bachelor Science majoring 
in Chemistry and Biology, and, Graduate Certificate 
in Education. She later completed her Masters from 
University of Wollongong in Australia and a PhD 
from Massey University in New Zealand. She is the 
present Environment Team Leader at United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). 

CYNTHIA NAIDU FIJI
Graduated in 1982 with a Bachelor of Arts 
and Graduate Certificate in Education. 
She worked as a High School teacher and 
later as Head of Department Languages 
in various high schools. She completed a 
Postgraduate Diploma in Literature and 
joined USP as the Coordinator of English 
for College of Foundation Studies. She now 
resides in Australia and teaches at University 
of Sydney. 

LUSIA FANGAPULOTU MAFI FATU 
TONGA
Graduated in 1998 with a Bachelor of Science degree 
majoring in Biology with a minor in Education. She 
was a teacher at the ‘Apifo’ou College’ and came 
to study at USP on a Catholic Mission Scholarship. 
She went back to Tonga as a teacher in Ha’apai. She 
completed an MBA from USP in 2015.

SEKOVE DEGEI FIJI
Graduated in 1994 with a Bachelor of 
Arts majoring in Education and Literature 
and Language. He started his career as a 
school teacher before joining the Ministry of 
iTaukei Affairs as Researcher at the Institute 
of Fijian Language and Culture. He spent a 
number of years there before joining USP as 
an Assistant Lecturer in Fijian Studies. 

VINAL SINGH FIJI
Graduated in 1997 with a Bachelor of Arts majoring 
in Accounting and Financial Management. He has 
recently completed his Postgraduate in Accounting in 
Finance from the Institutue of Public Accountants (IPA) 
in Australia. He started his career as an Accounting 
Supervisor and is currently doing Financial Controlling 
for various companies in Sydney, Australia. 

SILIKA MO’UNGA TONGA
Graduated in 1996 with a Bachelor of Arts 
majoring in Home Economics. She began 
her career as a high school teacher and 
taught in various schools in Tonga. She 
served in a number of positions and worked 
her way up to Deputy Principal. She is 
currently the Principal of Tailulu College, 
Ha’apai. 

HON MARK HENRY BROWN COOK 
ISLANDS
Graduated in 2009 with a Masters in Business 
Administration. He also holds a Diploma in Public 
Sector Management from Massey University in 
New Zealand. After graduating with his MBA, Hon. 
Minister Brown became a member of parliament in 
2010 and is the current Minister of Finance. 

MORIANA PHILIPS MARSHALL 
ISLANDS
Graduated in 2008 with a Bachelor of Science 
from USP and later completed a Masters of 
Science in Integrated Water Management 
from the University of Queensland, Australia. 
She is the current Project Manager, GEF 
Laura Demonstration Project under the 
South Pacific Community.

WILLIAM REIHER MARSHALL IS.
Graduated in 2008 with a Master of Business 
Administration. He then became the Assistant 
Director of the Physical Plant at College of the 
Marshall Islands (CMI) in 2010 after which he worked 
his way up to become the current Vice-President of 
Administration of College of Marshall Islands. 

JAMA’L TALAGI VEIDREYAKI 
NIUE
Graduated in 2007 with a Bachelor of Arts 
with a double major in Economics and 
Marine Affairs and a postgraduate Diploma 
in Marine Affairs in 2013. An Agricultural 
Economist by profession, Jamal works for 
the Niue Government in the Department of 
Fisheries and Forestry.

JACKIE CRENSHAW SAMOA
Graduated in 2003 with a Bachelor of Arts in History/
Politics and Journalism. She began her career as the 
Research Officer to Ministry of Cabinet and Prime 
Minister for the Government of Samoa. She then 
began her present job of the Case Manager at the 
Department of Justice and Attorney General of the 
state of Queensland, Australia. 

KENNETH KATAFONO FIJI 
Graduated in 2008 with a Bachelor of Science 
in Computer Science and Information 
Systems and a Postgraduate Diploma in 
2010. He began his career as a Programmer 
at Fiji Development Bank but joined USP 
soon after as Manager HRMIS. He currently 
works as the Manager IT of the Pacific Islands 
Forum Fisheries Agency.

RENNIER GADABU NAURU
Graduated in 2012 with a Bachelor in Agriculture and 
a Postgraduate Diploma in Climate Change in 2014. 
He started his career as the Principal Quarantine 
Officer for the Quarantine Division in the Department 
of Justice & Border Control and is now the First 
Secretary for the Permanent Mission of Nauru to the 
United Nations. 

MIKA KALOLO TOKELAU
Graduated in 2010 with a Bachelor of 
Commerce after having worked in the 
computer industry in New Zealand between 
1990-2000. After graduating from USP, 
worked as the Systems Officer for Tokelau 
Fisheries Department. He was later appointed 
the Chairperson of the Tokelau Parliament 
and is currently one of the seven delegates 
for Atafu to the Tokelau Parliament.

‘UNALOTO PAHULU TONGA 
Graduated in 2010 with a Bachelor of Arts majoring 
in Biology and English (Literature and Linguistics). 
Before joining USP, she was a teacher at Free 
Welshman Church School in Ha’apai, Tonga. She 
started her studies in Tonga Campus and came to Fiji 
for a year to complete it. She is currently a teacher at 
Taufa’ahau Pilolevu College. 

ANDEW SEMELI TUVALU
Graduated in 2016 with a Bachelor of Arts 
majoring in Law and Human Resource 
Management and Employment Relation. 
He joined USP on an in-service scholarship 
to study full time at the Laucala Campus. He 
has returned to Tuvalu since his graduation 
and returned to his role as an Assistant Clerk 
to the Parliament of Tuvalu. 

1970s 1980s 1990s
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of the Tongan Teacher Training Staff. He then got 
interested in politics and became active in Tonga’s 
pro-democracy movement. Hon Pōhiva is the leader 
of the Democratic Party of the Friendly Islands (DPFI) 
and the current Prime Minister of Tonga. 

RAGHWA GOPAL FIJI
Graduated in 1977 with a Bachelor of 
Science. Soon after his graduation he left 
Fiji for Canada where he joined his brother 
and started an IT business. He founded 
Kelowa’s first high-technology company 
– the Valdium Software. He is retired now 
but is very closely involved with the local 
community. 

APOLONIA TAMATA FIJI
Graduated in 1981 with a Diploma in Education 
followed by a Bachelor of Arts in 1988. She taught 
high school after graduation before returning to USP 
to teach for a few years. She went on to complete a 
PhD in Linguistics in 2007 and is the present Senior 
Language and Culture Specialist at the iTaukei trust 
fund. 

FRANCIS BREBNER SAMOA 
Graduated in 1985 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Public Administration. She later completed 
Graduate Certificate in Health Economics 
and Financing from the University of York 
and a Masters of Arts in Public Policy 
from Australian National University. 
She is currently the Registrar for Health 
Professionals at the Ministry of Health in 
Samoa. 

WINIFERETI NAINOCA FIJI
Graduated in 1983 with a Bachelor Science majoring 
in Chemistry and Biology, and, Graduate Certificate 
in Education. She later completed her Masters from 
University of Wollongong in Australia and a PhD 
from Massey University in New Zealand. She is the 
present Environment Team Leader at United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). 

CYNTHIA NAIDU FIJI
Graduated in 1982 with a Bachelor of Arts 
and Graduate Certificate in Education. 
She worked as a High School teacher and 
later as Head of Department Languages 
in various high schools. She completed a 
Postgraduate Diploma in Literature and 
joined USP as the Coordinator of English 
for College of Foundation Studies. She now 
resides in Australia and teaches at University 
of Sydney. 

LUSIA FANGAPULOTU MAFI FATU 
TONGA
Graduated in 1998 with a Bachelor of Science degree 
majoring in Biology with a minor in Education. She 
was a teacher at the ‘Apifo’ou College’ and came 
to study at USP on a Catholic Mission Scholarship. 
She went back to Tonga as a teacher in Ha’apai. She 
completed an MBA from USP in 2015.

SEKOVE DEGEI FIJI
Graduated in 1994 with a Bachelor of 
Arts majoring in Education and Literature 
and Language. He started his career as a 
school teacher before joining the Ministry of 
iTaukei Affairs as Researcher at the Institute 
of Fijian Language and Culture. He spent a 
number of years there before joining USP as 
an Assistant Lecturer in Fijian Studies. 

VINAL SINGH FIJI
Graduated in 1997 with a Bachelor of Arts majoring 
in Accounting and Financial Management. He has 
recently completed his Postgraduate in Accounting in 
Finance from the Institutue of Public Accountants (IPA) 
in Australia. He started his career as an Accounting 
Supervisor and is currently doing Financial Controlling 
for various companies in Sydney, Australia. 

SILIKA MO’UNGA TONGA
Graduated in 1996 with a Bachelor of Arts 
majoring in Home Economics. She began 
her career as a high school teacher and 
taught in various schools in Tonga. She 
served in a number of positions and worked 
her way up to Deputy Principal. She is 
currently the Principal of Tailulu College, 
Ha’apai. 

HON MARK HENRY BROWN COOK 
ISLANDS
Graduated in 2009 with a Masters in Business 
Administration. He also holds a Diploma in Public 
Sector Management from Massey University in 
New Zealand. After graduating with his MBA, Hon. 
Minister Brown became a member of parliament in 
2010 and is the current Minister of Finance. 

MORIANA PHILIPS MARSHALL 
ISLANDS
Graduated in 2008 with a Bachelor of Science 
from USP and later completed a Masters of 
Science in Integrated Water Management 
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Laura Demonstration Project under the 
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Director of the Physical Plant at College of the 
Marshall Islands (CMI) in 2010 after which he worked 
his way up to become the current Vice-President of 
Administration of College of Marshall Islands. 
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Graduated in 2007 with a Bachelor of Arts 
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has returned to Tuvalu since his graduation 
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Our professional network provides opportunities make new business 
contacts, obtain referrals, view professional profiles of other alumni and 

inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavors. 

Register Online: www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin unisouthpacific

Twitter@USPAlumni

Contact Details
T: +679 3232914 
E: alumni@usp.ac.fj 

Stay Connected 
to USP, your 

Alma Mater!

Woodwork Class 1977


