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The University of the South Pacific (USP) alumnus 
from the Cook Islands, Mrs Elizabeth Iro has 
recently been appointed as the Chief Nursing 
Officer of World Health Organisation (WHO). 

Mrs Iro has a Master of Business Administration 
(MBA 2011) from USP and describes her 
university days as an excellent experience with 
lecturers from diverse backgrounds.

“I had excellent time with excellent lecturers of 
diverse background and expertise in the MBA 
program and also an excellent cohort of students 
in my class for MBA,” recalls Mrs Iro.

Having experienced the benefits of studying at 
USP, the Cook Islands alumnus now encourages 
her staff to pursue further studies at the University. 
“I have been encouraging and supporting my 
staff to undertake studies at USP,” says Mrs Iro.

Mrs Iro chose to pursue her MBA studies at 
USP, not only because she was able to do it as a 
cohort student but also because she believed it 
would help in her work. 

“It was available in country and was also a 
management study that added value to the work 
I was involved in at the time,” said Mrs Iro. A 
go-getter, Mrs Iro was the team leader during 
a semester in her MBA programme and also 
passed her MBA and a Civil Certificate in Law.

Mrs Iro is currently the Cook Islands Secretary 
of Health and has been part of major key 
developments for the Cook Islands Health 
Workforce.

“As the Secretary of Health I am responsible 
for providing policy advice to the Minister of 

Health on all health-related matters. It is also 
my responsibility to ensure that the Ministry is 
strategically focused in meeting the health needs 
of the Cook Islands people, both now and in the 
future,” she said.

She did not only initiate training programmes 
for Public health Inspectors and pharmacy 
technicians within the country, but also 
established the Cook Islands Fellowship for 
General Practitioners programme which involved 
partnership with NZ University of Otago, The 
Royal College of NZ GPs and the Division of Rural 
Hospital Medicine which focused on specialist 
generalist qualification for doctors working in 
the Cook Islands.

“Implementing legislative reforms to strengthen 
the health system, workforce professional 
competencies and service delivery and policy 
reviews and changes was enlightening as it also 
allows me to gauge the strengths and weakness 
of personnel within the Ministry of Health,” says 
Mrs Iro.

The Cook Island alumnus aims and enjoys 
delivering service and best care to people in the 
Cook Islands.

“Critical parts of my work include dealing with 
different people at different levels on policy 
matters, regulatory compliance and service 
delivery. This means strengthening planning and 
workforce capacity to ensure patients receive 
the best care,” explains Mrs Iro.

She will be moving soon to Geneva to work for 
WHO as its Chief Nursing Officer. “This role will 
have a global focus on nursing and midwifery 
and will involve working with some key nursing 
and midwifery organisations that will support the 
priorities of WHO,” says Mrs Iro.

Apart from her busy work schedule, Mrs Iro is also 
involved in community work. “I have affiliation 
to the Cook Islands Nurses Association, Cook 
Islands National Council of Women and have 
been a past President of the Cook Islands Netball 
Association,” says Mrs Iro.

Mrs Iro advises recent graduates in the workfield 
to be patient and respectful of the people and 
the work that has already been put in place 
and make necessary changes to improve the 
outcome and impact. 
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ALUMNUS: VALUE TRADITION AND STRIVE 
FOR EXCELLENCE
Tongan alumnus, Honourable 
Penisimani ‘Epenisa Fifita 
graduated from The University of 
the South Pacific (USP) in 1987 
with a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in 
History, Geography and Politics and 
is a firm believer in valuing tradition 
and striving for excellence.

He joined USP after completing his 
Teacher’s Certificate at Teachers 
Training College in Tonga. “I studied 
at USP because the scholarship 
by Government of Tonga made it 
possible and I also knew that USP 
was Pacific oriented. The research 
and study is focused on Pacific 
regional matters,” he said.

Hon Fifita was an active student 
during his time at the University 
and participated in many activities. 
“In my final year I was elected by 
students as a BA rep to the Student 
Council body. Also I was assigned to 
look after USP Student Association 
newspaper where I worked together 
with a journalist from the Cook 
Islands,” said Hon Fifita.

After graduating, Hon Fifita worked 
as a civil servant at the Ministry of 
Education and Training for thirty-
eight (38) years. “After I gained 
my Bachelor’s degree I returned to 
Tonga and started teaching. I have 
taught Geography/History in all the 
islands in Tonga,” Hon Fifita said.

His political career began in 2014 
when he was elected to Parliament 
as the People’s Representative for 
the Tongatapu 9 constituency. “I 
was the Senior Lecturer, Deputy 
Principal, and also Principal. Then 
I retired in 2013 to campaign in 
2014,”said Hon Fifita. 

Hon Fifita was elected as the 
Chairman of the Whole House 
Committee of the Tonga Legislature 
and was the Minister of Internal 
Affairs in 2016 until he was 
reassigned to his current position 

as the Minister of Education and 
Training in January 2017. “As the 
Minister I work closely with the CEO 
and Deputy Directors of Education 
because I have always emphasised 
to them that creating a happy, 
harmonious working environment 
will push us to work hard and also 
to strive for excellence,” he said.

Hon Fifita is married with four 
children and he attributes his 
success to his wife. “My son is at 
USP, graduating with BA Economics 
and Management. That was my 
vision and I attribute my success to 
my wife, my closest helper,” Hon 
Fifita said. 

Hon Fifita remembers his days as a 
student and appreciates his learning 
experience at USP. 

“We often had parties, songs, 
dances and went to night clubs. 
I enjoyed all this but it was in my 
mind to finish my course,” he said.

However, he also remembered the 
challenges he faced during his days 
at the University.

He urged Tongan scholarship 
students to pass with good grades 
when they graduate. “Tonga 
scholarship students should study 
hard and receive their programmes 

of study with distinction and not 
simply pass,” he said

Hon Fifita also emphasised the 
importance of keeping the Christian 
principles and cultural values. He 
said that graduates should never 
forget their roots and always 
practice what they have learnt in 
their family and culture while giving 
back and striving for the betterment 
of their home countries.

“They should go back to work 
hard to upgrade their country. This 
does not mean they should misuse 
authority or embezzle money. They 
were trained to do good work and 
not corruption,” said Hon Fifita.

He added that they should combine 
as leaders and work together as a 
team. “Leaders of the Pacific should 
get it into their hearts to love and 
work for the country, be patriotic, 
and don’t try to have more. We 
have to work as a team”. 

He is looking forward to the 
University upcoming 50th 
anniversary next year and wishes 
that the University of the South 
Pacific would sustain its strive for 
excellence in all facets of its role.

Honourable Penisimani ‘Epenisa Fifita 
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The University of the South Pacific 
(USP) alumnus, Hon John Deane 
Kuku describes his decision to join 
USP as a fitting choice. 

The Solomon Islands alumnus and 
politician Hon Kuku graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in 
Management with History/Politics 
in 1989 and is currently the Minister 
of Education and Human Resources 
Development for the Solomon 
Islands.

Hon Kuku recollects his University 
days and the friendships he made 
with other students from around the 
region. 

“It was an opportunity to share 
experiences; not only with students 
from Melanesian countries but 
also from countries in Micronesia 
and in Polynesia as well as in the 
Maldives. “There were students 
from the Maldives when I was at 
USP so there was a lot of social and 
cultural experiences gained,” says 
Hon Kuku.

Hon Kuku appreciates his 
experience with the University as 
he believes that it has given him lot 
and also exposed him to people of 
different cultures and countries.

However the alumnus was not 
stirred with the independent life 
and focused only on his goals while 
completing his studies.

“I decided to discipline myself and 
do my studies rather than to do 
other things that is not really helpful 
because I intended to have my 
programme completed during that 
time and so I made up my mind and 
I stuck to it,” says Hon Kuku.

After graduating with his degree, 
Hon Kuku was offered an 
opportunity to continue his studies 
but the alumnus decided to return 
home to his people.

“After going through USP, I had 

gained some knowledge but that 
to me was western constructed 
knowledge so I decided to go 
home and learn what the locally 
constructed knowledge was so that 
I could fit the two together. The 
source of the locally constructed 
knowledge is wisdom. I believe 
knowledge must be harnessed 
by wisdom. Knowledge is gained 
from numerous sources but wisdom 
is acquired at home from church 
teachings and from our worthy 
customs and cultures. It worked and 
it has helped me to be where I am 
now,” says Hon Kuku.

Hon Kuku returned to the Solomon 
Islands after graduating and 
pursued a career as a teacher at 
his former high school. “I taught at 
Goldie College for five (5) years and 
was the Deputy Principal for two (2) 
of those years,” says Hon Kuku.

He later worked for Ministry of 
Education and Human Resources 
Development for another five 
years but because of the ethnically 
constrained activities happening in 
Honiara Hon Kuku had to move his 
family to the Western Province.

While home, Hon Kuku did voluntary 
work. 

“When I was home, I did 
voluntary work for the faith-based 
organisations. I assisted in looking 
after their schools, and assisted 

them in implementing community 
programmes. During the same 
time I was given the opportunity 
to become a Director and the 
Chairman of the North New Georgia 
Timber Corporation - a government 
statutory body.”

He joined politics in 2014 as 
Minister of Public Service and was 
later shifted into his current position 
as Minister of Education and Human 
Resources.

Talking about USP, Hon Kuku 
states, “A good number of the 
leaders in the various sectors of our 
community: government, churches, 
NGO’s or private sectors, have 
graduated from the University of 
the South Pacific so that is one of 
the main important impacts USP has 
on the region.”

Hon Kuku believes that the 
University has impacted most of the 
regions leadership’s role and also 
played a vital role in nation building 
in the Pacific. 

“Future leaders of the Pacific 
States have interacted, shared 
experiences, create friendships, 
while at the University of the South 
Pacific. On assuming the roles and 
responsibilities as leaders of their 
nations, they easily bind Pacific 
nations together. USP has created a 
foundation for nation building.”

COMBINING WESTERN AND TRADITIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE 

Honourable John Deane Kuku 
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The University of the South Pacific 
(USP) Fijian alumnus and an eminent 
researcher in the field of Marine 
Studies, Dr Antoine De Ramon 
N’Yeurt graduated from USP with 
a Bachelor of Science, majoring in 
Marine Biology and Physics in 1989 
and did not stop until he received 
his Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 
nine (9) years later in 1998. In the 
course, Dr N’Yeurt completed his 
Post Graduate studies in 1991 and 
his Master in Science in 1994.

The alumnus said that his days at 
the University was dedicated to 
school work and he appreciates 
the opportunities that it has given 
him. “My student life was mostly 
concentrated on studies and USP 
enabled me to earn a good and 
internationally recognised higher 
degree in my field,” says Dr N’Yeurt.

“If you are lucky to be able to 
pursue higher studies, please make 
the most of it and strive to leave a 
good legacy – that is what you will 
be remembered by,” advises Dr 
N’Yeurt.

He mentioned that receiving the 
Gold Medal for Best Thesis in Science 
obtained for his PhD dissertation 
was his greatest achievement as a 
student.

“Having a good education is most 

important in life, not only for financial 
security but also to enable you to 
contribute positively to society and 
pass your knowledge and wisdom 
on to the next generation,” says Dr 
N’Yeurt.

His determined spirit was not 
dampened after having difficulty 
in finding work with regards to his 
fields of studies.

“The most difficult challenge was 
to find work in Fiji in my specialised 
field (Marine Plant Taxonomy /
Marine Botany) so I had to diversify 
and took up work in areas as diverse 
as climate change, administration 
and French language teaching,” 
says Dr N’Yeurt.

Dr N’Yeurt continued striving and 
successfully landed roles not only 
on major research projects but also 
at teaching institutions.

“Despite the general lack of funding 
in my particular field of research, 
Marine Botany has offered me a 
few professional contracts over the 
years,” says Dr N’Yeurt.

The single father of two is passionate 
about research work and dedicated 
his success to hard work however 
he believes in the importance of a 
balance life.

“Success is earned; hard work and 

dedication to research always pay 
off. Also, in order to be a complete 
human being make sure to balance 
work, family life and leisure activities, 
take up good hobbies,” says Dr 
N’Yeurt, who is also a passionate 
radio-amateur operator.

He is involved in a number of 
organisations and universities, not 
only around the region but also 
internationally. 

“I had the opportunity to meet 
eminent researchers in my field of 
study and they have greatly inspired 
me to continue my work despite our 
isolation here in the South Pacific,” 
says Dr N’Yeurt.

Even though Dr N’Yeurt had already 
set an amazing pace with his 
education and career over the past 
decades, the alumnus also has a 
future plans.

“Now being almost half a century 
old, I would like to still see myself 
doing research and teaching and 
working at USP or in Fiji to support 
my two children who are still young,” 
says Dr N’Yeurt.

He advised current USP students to 
take pride in work and be realistic 
about their future careers.

“Take pride in your work and strive 
for excellence; choose a path that 
you enjoy while being realistic about 
your future career prospects; over-
specialisation can be risky so try to 
diversify and gain as many skills as 
possible,” says Dr N’Yeurt.

Not only did he had advise for 
current students, Dr N’Yeurt also 
advised current graduates on 
making the right professional 
connections.

“Find work in an area that you are 
qualified for and are good at, even 
if you start low you will have ample 
potential and opportunities to rise. 
Be dedicated to your work and have 
excellent moral and work ethics,” 
says Dr N’Yeurt.

STRIVING DESPITE ODDS

4

Dr Antoine De Ramon N’Yeurt at his graduation
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As a “Mature” Student I am grateful 
to be given this opportunity to 
reflect upon my years of learning 
Psychology (science that studies 
behaviour and mental processes) at 
USP – a total of nine (9) years whilst 
continuing to work. I began by 
learning to become a counsellor at 
undergraduate level. I spent a year 
doing a Postgraduate Diploma in 
Psychology which really developed 
my interest in the field. Following 
that I did a three year research 
Masters program in community 
health. 

The professional training and 
skills that I acquired from the 
various lecturers, supervisors, 
staff and students have enabled 
me to help people learn to cope 
more effectively with life issues 
and mental health problems. As 
a Psychologist I help by using a 
variety of techniques based on the 
best available research and always 
consider the values, characteristics, 
goals and circumstances that are 
unique to every individual.

With my training, skills, knowledge, 
experience and during my studies 
at USP, I am able to help a wide 
variety of people and can manage 
many kinds of problems. Some 
people may just prefer to talk to me 

because they have felt depressed, 
angry or anxious for a long time. 
Some may want help for a chronic 
condition that is interfering with 
their lives or physical health. Others 
may have short-term problems they 
may want help navigating, such as 
feeling overwhelmed by a new job 
or grieving the death of a family 
member. As a mature qualified 
Psychologist I can help people learn 
to cope with stressful situations, 
overcome addictions, manage 
their chronic illnesses and break 
past barriers that keep them from 
reaching their goals.

As part of my studies I am also 
trained to administer and interpret 
a number of tests and assessments 
that can help diagnose a condition 
or tell more about the way a person 
thinks, feels and behaves. 

Another skill acquired during my 
studies assists with a range of 
health problems and the use of 
an assortment of evidence-based 
treatments to help people improve 
their lives. There are many different 
styles of therapy, and I choose 
the type that best addresses the 
person’s problems and best fits the 
patients/clients characteristics and 
preferences.

In my work I find that for some 

conditions, a combined therapy 
and medication procedure works 
best. For people who benefit from 
medication, I will work with primary 
care physicians, physiotherapists, 
paediatricians, health and fitness 
specialists and psychiatrists on their 
overall treatment. 

Apart from workplace assistance, my 
colleagues and I are often mobilised 
to help during a natural disaster. 
Because of our unique training in 
helping people cope with stress 
and strong emotions, we are able 
to help disaster survivors, volunteers 
and disaster relief operation workers 
understand their emotions, such as 
anger, distress and grief.

As a Community Health Psychologist 
I examine ways in which behaviour 
and mental processes such as 
attitudes & habits are related to 
physical health. I study the effect 
of emotions/feelings of stress on 
health problems e.g. headaches, 
cardiovascular and menopause. I 
assist and empower clients towards 
healthier behaviour patterns e.g. 
diets, meditation, exercising etc. 
I have also tutored third year 
psychology students at USP and it 
was an enjoyable experience. 

In conclusion my passion in life has 
always been to bring about positive 
and sustainable change in the lives 
of everyone who seeks my help, who 
works with me or is part of my life. 
I have been able to professionally 
help individuals, families and 
groups, work towards a healthy 
and satisfying life by incorporating 
the various knowledge, skills and 
experience that I acquired during 
the years of learning at USP and 
after five years of working as a 
Community Health Psychologist. 

Vinaka vakalevu to everyone who 
played a role in making my learning 
experience a joyful, challenging and 
exciting experience. God bless you 
all.

FOR THE GOOD OF SOCIETY

Ofa Swann
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WARWICK RESORTS 
APPOINTS MARINE 
BIOLOGIST
The University of the South Pacific alumnus, Miss Ruth 
Narawa has been appointed as the Marine Biologist for 
Warwick Resort Fiji. She graduated in 2017 with a Bachelor 
of Science, majoring in Marine Science. Ms Narawa will 
be managing the coastal activities and marine resources 
of the Warwick resort. Her daily responsibility involves 
checking the lagoons near the resort for any crown of 
thorns or pollution and to ensure the coral growth is not 
affected.

BONN FOR COP 23 AND 
COY13
The University of the South Pacific alumni Mr Sivendra 
Micheal (Bachelor of Commerce, 2012) a former Teaching 
Assistant with the Faculty of Business and Economics 
and a current PhD student at the Auckland University 
represented Fiji’s youth delegation to the UN Climate 
Summit (COP23) and the COY13 in Bonn, Germany 
with Mr Kunal Singh (Bachelor of Science, 2017) a 
recent recipient of two gold medals and current Masters 
student at USP. The duo were part of numerous panel 
discussions advocating on climate justice and resilience 
as well as being authors of the final outcomes document 
for COY13.

DEPUTY GOVERNOR FOR 
RESERVE BANK OF FIJI
The University of the South Pacific alumnus, Esala 
Masitabua has recently been appointed as the Reserve 
Bank of Fiji’s (RBF) new Deputy Governor. Mr Masitabua 
graduated in 2005 with a Postgraduate Certificate in 
Human Resource Management, a Postgraduate Diploma 
in Economics in 2007 and later with a Masters of Business 
Administration in 2017. He is officially filling the position 
which was left vacant earlier this year from USP alumnus, 
Ariff Ali who is the current RBF Governor. Having joined 
the Bank in 1997, Mr Masitabua had more than twenty 
(20) years of central banking experience.

Ruth Narawa

Kunal Singh and Sivendra Micheal 

 Esala Masitabua 
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Country: Nauru

Programme: Bachelor of Commerce 
(2011) 

Briefly reflect on your student life 
at USP. What memories do you 
have? 

Student life at USP was the best. I 
made a lot of friends from various 
cultural backgrounds who I would 
not have met if I hadn’t chosen USP. 

I also remember staying up late at 
the campus, studying for exams 
and working on assignments while 
surviving on 2 minute noodle and 
crackers. Those are memories that 
will be cherished forever.

Why did you choose your field of 
study? 

I always wanted to do Law and 
become a lawyer but that choice 
changed when I was in Year 11 in 
1997.

Accounting was a new subject 
introduced at my school at that time 
but I was not interested in it at all. 
My teacher at the time Mr. Rajendra 
gave our class a perception that 
transformed my interest. He 
informed us that if we wanted to see 
our country (Nauru) prosper, then 
we must become Accountants and 
work for Nauru as there is a great 
shortage of Nauruan Accountants. 
He further expressed that the 
expatriate Accountants who work 
for Government can only do so 
much in cases when there are any 
fraudulent activities. This speech 
by my Accounting teacher in 1997 
changed my career interest forever. 

Why did you choose to do your 
studies at USP? 

At first, I chose USP as it was 
convenient and close to where I 
was working but later I realised that 
there were many positive reasons 
to choose USP including excellent 
student support service and facilities 

to support your study.

What were some of your 
achievements as a student?

When I was a student at Laucala, I 
was elected as the Treasurer of the 
USP Student Association (USPSA) in 
2011. During my term, I produced a 
manual for Treasurer which is still in 
use up until now.

What work did you do immediately 
after graduating from USP?

I became the Senior Accountant at 
Government Treasury department 
then later became the Director for 
Financial reporting.

Describe your present job and 
what you enjoy about it. 

My present job is as a Part-Time 
Accounting Tutor at USP, Nauru 
campus. I really enjoy it as it’s a 
recap and continuous learning for 
me as well; it’s a win-win situation.

How do you think USP helped you 
in your career?

Through excellent student support 
services and knowledgeable 
lecturers, USP provided me with 

relevant skills and knowledge 
required for my career.

Describe challenges you faced 
to reach where you are today 
and how you overcame those 
challenges? 

I found great difficulty trying to 
focus and cope as a student as I 
was juggling being a mother and 
a student. I realised my issue was 
poor time management. I sat down 
and drew a daily plan/ timetable 
to fulfill both my roles. The use of 
a planner had greatly assisted me 
with my studies and my grades 
gradually improved.

Who/what inspires you? 

The kind of life I wanted for my 
children inspired me to further my 
studies. I wanted to give them a 
good life and also to act as a role 
model for them hoping that they 
too will look at education as the key 
to greater opportunities. 

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years (career and/or personal 
goals)?

I would like to see myself in any role 
that works towards the advancement 
of Nauru as a whole.

Please share three tips that you 
think are important for recent 
graduates that will help them 
when starting out on their career 
paths. 

1. Don’t be arrogant. 

2. Be a role model. 

3. Practice good ethics.

How do you think you could 
contribute/give back to USP? 

As an Alumni, I can contribute to 
USP by being a USP ambassador.

ABIGAIL LIMEN
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Country: Fiji

Programme: Bachelor of Science 
(2012); Master of Science (2017)

Briefly reflect on your student life 
at USP. What memories do you 
have? 

USP’s diverse culture creates a very 
unique learning atmosphere. 

Why did you choose your field of 
study? 

I always wanted to learn about 
food, its chemical properties, how it 
contributes towards our health and 
well-being.

Why did you choose to do your 
studies at USP? 

After completing Diploma in 
Industrial Laboratory Technology 
from Fiji Institute of Technology (now 
known as Fiji National University), I 
was working as a Quality Assurance 
Technician at Coca-Cola Amatil 
(Fiji) Limited. An opportunity came 
about at the USP’s Institute of 
Applied Sciences (IAS) for Assistant 
Laboratory Technician in the 
Analytical Laboratory. Working in 
the food section of the IAS Analytical 
Laboratory, I chose to further my 
studies in Chemistry, Food Science 
and Nutrition. 

What were some of your 
achievements as a student?

Working on projects with academics, 
being an Executive member of the 
Chemical Society of the South Pacific 
and also part of Faculty of Science, 
Technology and Environment (FSTE) 
Research Group Committee. 

What work did you do immediately 
after graduating from USP?

I continued to work at IAS after 
completing my undergraduate 
studies in 2011 after which I enrolled 
in Post-Graduate studies as a part-

time student and submitted my thesis 
in March 2017. After completing my 
MSc thesis, I resigned from IAS and 
came over to New Zealand in search 
of opportunities. 

Describe your present job and 
what you enjoy about it. 

I am an Analyst / Senior Technician 
in the Residues section of Chemistry 
Laboratory at AsureQuality, a 
State owned enterprise in New 
Zealand. The present job realizes 
and rewards any extra effort one 
demonstrates immediately; very fair 
and transparent reward system. 

How do you think USP helped you 
in your career?

The programme and the mode 
of study options offered by USP 
for students who are in full time 
employment; the fee concession for 
staff members and some very good 
staff members who I have worked 
with at USP. I would like to mention 
names of some of these staff 
members of USP at this opportunity 
to thank them for their support in 
my professional development in 
my career: Prof Surendra Prasad, 
Dr. Permal Deo, Professor William 
Aalbersberg, Dr. Romila Gopalan, 
Dr. Sushil Kumar, Dr. Shikha Rathuri 
and Dr. Johann Poinapen. 

Describe challenges you faced 
to reach where you are today 

and how you overcame those 
challenges? 

I had a full time job and I needed to 
ensure that my studies didn’t affect 
my work. Family commitments, 
community services have all been 
part of my life throughout this 
journey. I have always had faith 
in my prayers and have given my 
level best in whatever I engaged 
with. You always need to work out 
solutions to your problems rather 
than avoiding problems in life. 
I found this as one of the tools of 
being successful in life.

Who/what inspires you? 

Honest, ethical, intelligent and 
hardworking people.

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years (career and/or personal 
goals)?

I am currently in a new country 
trying to explore career pathways 
but I would love to retire in ten (10) 
years and do my own business.

Please share three tips that you 
think are important for recent 
graduates that will help them 
when starting out on their career 
paths.

1. Be honest with work and give 
your level best

2. Challenge yourself to perform 
better every day one level better 
than the previous day

3. Have patience and faith. Good 
things will happen.

How do you think you could 
contribute/give back to USP? 

I have gained a lot of knowledge 
and skills from USP as being both, 
a student and staff of the University. 
I would love to serve USP as a staff 
should an appropriate opportunity 
arise.

MOHAMMED RIAZ ALI
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REX HOROI SOLOMON IS. 
Graduated in 1977 with a Diploma in Education. 
Rex later received his Bachelor of Education from 
University of Papua New Guinea and his Master in 
Applied Linguistics from the University of Sydney. He 
has worked with in Education sectors in the Solomon 
Islands and has also been involved in number of 
organisations around the region. He is currently the 
Executive Director for Foundation of the South Pacific 
International.

BABU PRASAD FIJI
Graduated in 1973 with a Bachelor of Arts 
majoring in Economics. Babu began his 
career with Fiji Sugar Corporation. He later 
trained as tax consultant and was hired on a 
management position at Price Waterhouse 
in 1982. He migrated to USA in 1987. Babu 
is currently operating his own Accountant 
and tax consultant business known as Sigma 
Realtors and  E_Z TaxServices. 

MICHAEL MAGAWAI VANUATU
Graduated in 1988 with a Bachelors of Arts, majoring 
in Land Management and Development. He then 
worked as an Executive Officer for Corporate Services 
Unit within the Vanuatu Ministry of Lands and Natural 
Resources Department of Lands. Michael has been 
promoted and is currently the CEO for the Corporate 
Service. 

STANLEY HOUMA SOLOMON IS.  
Graduated in 1986 with a Bachelor of Arts, 
majoring in History and Sociology and a 
Graduate Certificate in Education. He started 
his career as a teacher and later became a 
Lecturer at USP. He then became a Curriculum 
Designer at PNG Urban Youth Employment 
Project (UYEP). Stanley is currently an 
academic at University of Waikato, NZ.

VINOD KUMAR FIJI 
Graduated in 1986 with a Bachelor of Commerce, 
majoring in Accounting. Vinod has worked at a few 
prominent companies in Fiji including Fiji Airways, 
KPMG and Golden Manufacturer Ltd.  He later 
migrated to Australia and currently works as General 
Manager Finance and Administration for Instyle 
Flowers and Hampers Instyle.

JONE USAMATE FIJI
Graduated in 1987 with a Bachelor of Arts 
Administration and Economic. Hon Usamate 
has worked in number of government 
organisations including Fiji National Training 
Council. He is currently Fiji’s Minister for 
Employment, Productivity and Industrial 
Relations. 

MERE TAITO FIJI 
Graduated in 1994 with a Bachelor of Arts majoring 
in History with Language. Mere started her career as 
a high school teacher. She was also a Tutor at USP in 
1996 until 2006. She completed her Masters in Applied 
Linguistics from University of Southern Queensland in 
2007. She is currently the Training Coordinator at the 
Waikato Civil Defense and Emergency Management 
Group, Hamilton, NZ.

MERE SAMISONI  FIJI
Graduated in 1996 with a Masters of Business 
Administration. She later graduated in 2009 with 
her Doctorate of Business Administration from 
the University of Sunshine Coast.  Mere is an 
entrepreneur and owner of Hot Bread Kitchen, 
Fiji and has won a number of prestigious business 
awards over the last decade.

GREGORY STONE USA
Graduated in 1999 with a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 
Marine Science. He is one of the world’s leading 
authorities on marine conservation and former chair 
of the World Economic Forum’s Ocean Council. He 
has received numerous awards including the US Navy 
and National Science Foundation Antarctic Service 
Medal. Dr Stone is the Executive Vice President, Chief 
Scientist for Oceans, Conservation International.

FEPULEAI ROMA SAMOA
Graduated in 1998 with a Bachelor of Law 
(LLB). Fepulai joined the Sapolu and Lussick 
Barristers and Solicitors firm as a staff solicitor 
in 2001. Later he established his own law firm 
known as Ameperosa T. Roma Law before 
merging with Patrick Fepulea’i to form the 
Fepuleai & Roma Law Firm. He is currently a 
judge and also the youngest judge in Samoa, 
to be appointed at 37 years old.

1970s 1980s 1990s

ALANSO ELBON MARSHALL IS.
Graduated in 2006 with a Bachelor of Laws. 
Alanson started his career teaching Upward Bound 
Counseling at Laura. He later returned to complete 
his PDLP in 2007 and was able to earn a position 
at the Public Defender’s Office after completing 
his studies. Alanson is currently an Attorney in the 
Marshall Islands.

FARZANA GOUNDAR FIJI
Graduated in 2000 with a Bachelor of Arts, 
majoring in Linguistic studies. Farzana also 
received the gold medal award for being 
an outstanding Linguistic student. She later 
completed her PhD in Linguistics from Massey 
University. She currently works as a Researcher 
and Lecturer in Oceanic Linguistics at Institute 
of the Pacific United, New Zealand.

MELVIN CHARLES NARRUHN 
MARSHALL IS.
Graduated in 2006 with a Bachelor of Laws. Melvin 
started his career as the Assistant Attorney General 
and later become the Assistant Public Defender. He 
is currently the Attorney and Counselor at Law in the 
Marshall Islands.

LAURENCE EDWARDS MARSHALL IS.
Graduated in 2007 with a Bachelor of Laws 
while working as an intern. After graduating, 
he worked as a Legal Assistant. He later 
completed his Maters at Australian National 
University. He is currently the Legal Advisor for 
Marshall Islands Marine Resources Authority.

TOMWA TEHUMU KIRIBATI
Graduated in 2008 with a Post graduate Diploma for 
General managements. After graduating, he worked 
for the Government of Kiribati as a Public Service 
Administrator. He has also worked in several other 
positions within the Government such as National 
Director Human Resources and later as the Chief 
Executive Officer. Tomwa is currently working as 
an independent consultant in his own consultancy 
agency.

CASPER SUPA SOLOMON IS.
Graduated in 2008 with a Bachelor of Art, 
majoring in Tourism and Management. Casper 
worked as National Project Coordinator for 
Pacific Adaptation To Climate Change (PACC). 
He deals with environment conservation and 
management practices for the tourism industry. 
He is currently the National Coordinator for 
PACC, Solomon Islands.

SONAL SHIVANGANI FIJI
Graduated in 2017 with a Bachelor of Arts, majoring 
in Journalism with a Minor in Literature and 
Language. A recent graduate, Sonal is currently the 
Media Relation Officer at University of Fiji. 

RICHARD-HYDE MENKE NAURU
Graduated in 2016 with a Bachelor of 
Commerce. Richard worked for the Department 
of Education before he was offered the 
scholarship to study at USP, Laucala Campus. 
After graduating, he returned and continued 
working for the Department of Education as an 
Assets Manager.

JOSATEKI NAILATI FIJI
Graduated in 2017 with a Bachelor of Science, 
majoring in Chemistry and Biology, Josateki was 
offered a Graduate Assistant Scholarship to further 
his studies at USP. He is currently tutoring at USP and 
also completing his Masters in Science.

SANKEY DELUCKNER NAURU
Graduated in 2017 with a Bachelor of Engineer. 
Sankey pursed his studies at Laucala Campus 
and was able to secure a job while awaiting 
graduation. He has started his career with 
Nauru Utility Cooperation where he is now the  
Renewable Energy Assistant. 
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Our professional network provides opportunities make new business 
contacts, obtain referrals, view professional profiles of other alumni and 

inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavors. 

Register Online: www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin www.instagram.com/unisouthpacific

twitter.com/USPAlumni

Contact Details
T: +679 3232914 
E: alumni@usp.ac.fj 

Stay Connected 
to USP, your 

Alma Mater!


