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A ‘70’s alumnus of The University of the 
South Pacific (USP), and USP’s current 
Head of School of Management and 
Public Administration, Professor Anand 
Chand graduated with a Foundation 
Science in 1972, from USP. He went 
for further studies abroad and gained 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Tasmania, 
Australia, a Post-Graduate Diploma 
from USP, a Diploma in Business Studies 
in Canterbury, New Zealand, a Masters in 
Industrial Relations from USP, a Masters 
in Research Methods from Manchester, 
United Kingdom, and a PhD from the 
University of Cardiff, Wales, United 
Kingdom.

After receiving his Foundation Science 
qualification, Professor Chand changed 
his field of study from Science to 
Management, focusing on Human 
Resource Management, Industrial 
Relations, Employment Relations, 
Global Supply Chains and other areas of 
general management.  

While studying in Tasmania as a private 
student, Professor Chand worked late 
hours, and had to juggle student life in 

an unfamiliar country while working to 
pay for his expenses. He attended to his 
studies from 8am to 5pm, after which 
he worked till midnight often clocking 
only 3 hours of sleep. He recalls working 
very hard as a student and attributes 
his success to this as it became his 
foundation for success. Studying in 
Australia was a culture shock to a shy 
19-year-old but living and studying and 
working part-time in Australia helped him 
become more outspoken and confident, 
enabling him to be more able to share 
his opinions and ideas effectively.

“Hard work is the motto for success.” 
“Hard work and always learning is vital 
for growth”, Professor Chand added that 
he reads and researches extensively and 
appreciates the value of continuously 
learning and helping people. Professor 
Chand loves to research, teach and 
publishes his work to share knowledge. 

Professor Chand had good experiences 
at the University as a student, and 
during that time, he met with and 
was inspired by many individuals, but 
would like to mention the following: 
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Dear Alumnus,
Welcome to the seventh issue of the Alumni 
News for 2018.
In July, 2018, we celebrated Moments to 
Shine on three (3) of our campuses, which 
were the Lautoka Campus, on the 11th of 
July themed their celebration as “Festival of 
Learning”, the Labasa Campus launching 
their celebrations on the 1st of June during 
a cocktail event and Laucala Campus 
finishing off with an outstanding Open Day 
event on the 27th of July. We are glad to see 
alumni turning up to these events to make 
them both memorable and successful.
I invite you, our Alumnus, to be even more 
involved with USP by taking initiatives in 
forming networks and giving back to the 
University. This level of collaboration will 
strengthen us and will also help boost our 
corporate and strategic partnerships. 
In August, we are having a series of events, 
which includes the continued celebration 
of the Kiribati Campuses Moment to 
Shine, and the start of Vanuatu and Niue 
Campus’s Moments to Shine. I would like to 
encourage each one of you to attend these 
events, and proudly celebrate 50 years of 
academic leadership in the Pacific.
All 50th Anniversary events that will be held 
throughout the year can be found on our 
50th Anniversary website http://50.usp.
ac.fj which also contains a calendar of 
events. We would like you to be part of its 
journey by actively engaging with your Alma 
Mater.
Jaindra Karan

MESSAGE FROM 

DIRECTOR, STRATEGIC 
PARTNERSHIPS, ADVANCEMENT 

& COMMUNICATIONS



Professor Rajesh Chandra, Professor 
Vijay Naidu, Professor Randy Thaman, 
Professor  Konai Helu Thaman and the 
late Professor Epeli Hau’ofa. He recalls 
that there has been a lot of upgrades to 
facilities and that it is good to note the 
improvements, and will add great value 
to student life. 

Professor Chand has been teaching, 
conducting research, doing 
consultations, and publishing for over 
30 years. He teaches Undergraduate, 
Postgraduate and Masters level courses, 
and supervisors Masters of Commerce 
and Doctor of Philosophy students; he 
helps them develop research skills by 
mentoring and coaching them. 

Professor Chand has published two (2) 
books, two (2) monographs, six (6) book 
chapters, and thirty-nine (39) articles. 
He has also presented around forty (40) 
papers at international conferences 
and events. Having extensively travelled 
and taught in several South Pacific 
Islands countries he is well versed 
and passionate about the South 
Pacific country cultures. He also has 
substantial experience in conducting 
research and consultancy, some of the 
organizations he has worked with are 
the International Labour Organisation 
(ILO), the United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP), United Nations Fund 
for Population Activities (UNFPA), 
Japanese International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA), Fiji National Provident 

Fund (FNPF), Training and Productivity 
Authority of Fiji (TPAF) and Australian 
Council of International Agricultural 
Research (ACIAR) and Pacific Agri-
business Research for Development 
Initiative (PARDI).  

In 2014, Professor Chand was involved 
in a project to train rural a community in 
Ba to make jewellery from the “Mother of 
Pearl” shells to help people, particularly 
women in villages earn a living, and to 
ensure tourists purchased genuine Fiji 
made items. This initiative was brought 
about after a joint USP, James Cook, and 
Adelaide University study uncovering, 
that most of what is being sold to tourists 
in Fiji is imported from Asia but is falsely 
being branded and sold as a product 
that is made in Fiji. For this initaiatiave, 
the Ba Women’s Forum had selected 
ten (10) women and two (2) men to be 
part of the pilot project, with funds from 
a previous research project used to buy 
machinery to transform the shells into 
earrings and pendants. The finished 
products carried the “Fiji Made” label, 
with the assurance that the products 
were genuinely made in Fiji.  

A regional project that Professor Chand 
was involved in was based on the 
critical role of e-health or Telemedicine 
technology, and the role it plays in 
ensuring adequate and efficient health 
care within the Pacific Island region 
particularly isolated and difficult to 
access locations. This was highlighted in 

an award-winning impact research paper 
by Professor Chand and Dr Suwastika 
Naidu of USP. 

Professor Chand said the rise in non-
communicable diseases including 
stroke, heart disease, diabetes and high 
blood pressure in Fiji and the Pacific was 
a notable finding in the paper titled Does 
Central Government Health Expenditure 
and Medical Technology Advancement 
Determine Economic Growth Rates in 
the Pacific Island Countries? The paper 
which was completed in 2013 was 
awarded the Best Paper for 2014 by the 
UK-based Emerald Journal.

 “We found that when we made people 
aware of diabetes, we found that there 
was a decreased level of sugar in 
people’s systems.” Professor Chand 
added that “Completing this paper was 
immensely fulfilling as we could see that 
people’s lives were being improved”. 

Professor Chand remains grateful to 
USP for providing him the opportunity 
to further his studies (local and 
international), and a highly motivated 
Professor Chand added that after 
retirement, he would like to give back 
to the University by being involved in 
by participating in seminars and public 
lectures. And he would like to help with 
adding to the knowledge base of the 
students and library by donating some 
books from his personal collection.

Professor Anand Chand receives recognition from International Journal Publisher
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Ronald Prasad, Vodafone’s Chief 
Operating Officer is an alumnus of The 
University of the South Pacific (USP). 
In 2002, he graduated with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Information Systems, 
Management & Public Administration, 
then a Postgraduate Certificate in 
Financial Management in 2004, 
and later with a Master of Business 
Administration in 2006.

At Vodafone, Ronald is responsible for 
overall operations, heading Technology, 
Frontline, Sales and Marketing. He says, 
“The part I enjoy most is the breadth of 
the role, which spans from customer 
service to innovation. The industry is 
dynamic and learning never stops. I 
learn new things every day and connect 
with customers to find solutions that 
help them transform their business and 
lives.”

Ronald started off his career in 1995 as 
a Court Clerk working for the Judiciary. 
He then took on the role of Executive 
Officer in 1998 to help establish the 
Legal Aid Commission in Fiji and was 
later promoted to the role of Office 
Manager. He then took a change in 
career and joined the private sector 
as Territory Manager (Wholesale & 
Retail) for Exxon Mobil, Fiji. In 2007, 
Ronald joined Vodafone Fiji as Manager 
Business Markets and worked his way 
up to Director Corporate & Business 
Marketing, then to Chief Commercial 
Officer and now Chief Operating Officer.”

In 2017, Ronald undertook a 2 
weeks intensive Executive Education 
Programme in Strategy & Organization at 
the world-famous Stanford University’s 
Graduate School of Business in Silicon 
Valley, USA.

Ronald recalls that he spent some of 
the best years of his life at USP, while he 
was a student doing his undergraduate 
degree. He studied part time and that 
was quite beneficial as it gave him a good 
platform to apply what he was learning at 
the University to his daily work activities. 
He said, “It gave me a great sense of 
satisfaction to apply concepts and 
theories learnt in the classroom and see 
tangible results.”

Ronald always had a desire to excel and 
succeed. The University environment 
and atmosphere encouraged him to do 
his best to go the extra mile in search 
for perfection. Throughout his studies, 
he picked my many accolades for 
excellence, especially in projects and 
marketing plans, the most notable one 
of all was receiving Professor Nowak’s 
prize for academic excellence in the MBA 
Programme.

Ronald says that one of the most 
valuable aspects of his student life 
was networking. He said, “This has 
helped immensely after my graduation 
especially in the work environment as 
the network has become invaluable. It is 
so much easier to work with people once 
you know them and is easier to get things 
done.”

Reasons why Ronald chose to do his 
studies at USP at that time include 
getting a quality education at a 
reasonable cost and the ability to 
work and study at the same time. He 
selected his study path as he was keen 
to develop his skills and contribute in 
the ICT, Business Development, Sales 
& Marketing area, with an intention to 
grow into leadership roles along his 
career path. This combination seemed 
best at the time. He said, “USP learning 
has provided me with the foundation 

of knowledge and a unique experience 
that has shaped my persona. It has 
contributed to the development of my 
capabilities and along the way helped 
me create a framework that I use to 
analyze any situation, be it professional 
or personal.”  

Ronald faced many challenges, however 
the most significant was trying to change 
existing mindsets, culture or status 
quo in the work environment. “This can 
be an uphill battle if an organization is 
not equipped to deal with change and 
tolerate mistakes”, he said. I was able 
to overcome this to a large extend by 
lobbying and taking different approaches 
with different people to convince them 
and make them part of the decision and/
or a significant contributor to successful 
outcomes.” He also added that “I was 
lucky to have joined a company like 
Vodafone, where the culture is designed 
to foster innovation and embrace change 
for the better.”

As part of giving back to USP, Ronald 
is happy to be involved in any alumni 
related activities and be a part of review 
committees for assessing curriculums 
and providing input on industry 
requirements as well as mentoring 
students.

Alumnus is Vodafone Fiji’s Chief Operating Officer

Mr Ronald Ritesh Ugendra Prasad

a l u m n i  n e w s  &  h i g h l i g h t s
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A L U M N I  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S

50th Anniversary events in August
The 50th Anniversary Celebrations have 
seen a range of Alumni events occurring 
across many campuses, and we have 
many more planned. In August we would 
like to invite you to the following:

• Kiribati Campus Moment to Shine
(30 July – 3 August)

• Vanuatu Campus Moment to Shine
(6 August – 10 August)

• Niue Campus Moment to Shine
(20 August – 24 August)

• Mana Voyaging Oceania Performance 
- Laucala
(15 August – 17 August)

• Research Week - Laucala
(27 August - 31 August) to be opened 
by the Chairman of the Pacific Islands 
Forum Secretariate as his last official 
function as Chairman

Please email Ms Carolyn Toro: 
carolyn.toro@usp.ac.fj for more 
information

USP alumnus, Joseph Hing’s art 
exhibition titled The Shadow Lines and 
Silhouettes Photography Exhibition was 
hosted by the Oceania Centre gallery at 
the University of the South Pacific from 
the 5th - 12th July, 2018.

“Suva city when not glamourised as a 

tourist island destination is a space that 
resides under the blanket of colonial 
structures”.

Joseph comes from a mixture of Chinese, 
German, Fijian background. He was born 
in Levuka, Ovalau the old capital of Fiji 
in 1984 and grew up in the capital city 

with loving parents, two brothers and 
one sister. “I studied Graphic Design, 
Visual Arts and Animation, and 2 years 
ago I graduated with my Postgraduate 
Diploma in pacific studies” and is 
inspired by “A combination of Art, and 
Culture two things that inspires me 
everyday.  I enjoyed my 5 years at USP, 
it took me on a journey that inspired me 
and made me fall more in love with my 
culture and traditions.” 

His full time job as a Communication 
Associate at UNICEF Pacific allows him 
to be creative and also appreciate the 
cultures and traditions around him. He 
strives to find inspiration wherever he is. 
“I pay attention to what’s around me and 
the situation that I’m in. For me capturing 
the light, mood and atmosphere for other 
people to enjoy, is just an incredible 
feeling.”

Shadow Lines and Silhouettes Photography 
Exhibition Catalogue  

Alumni function at Laucala campus following the closing of the Heritage and Arts 
Festival

Joseph Hing at the Oceania Centre Gallery
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A l u m n i  P r o f i l e 

Briefly reflect on your student 
life at USP. What memories do 
you have? 

I have fond memories of the campus 
itself. There were a lot more plants 
and trees around campus which isn’t 
the case now. I really loved the way the 
campus looked and felt back when I 
studied there as a student. It was so 
spacious and quiet in those days

Why did you choose your field 
of study? 

Tourism was being offered for the first 
time at USP when I enrolled and since 
Fiji relies heavily on this Industry, at 
that time I wanted to be a part of it, 
thus enrolled in that area. My interest 
in learning about society and people 
and the interaction between the two 
influenced me to take up Sociology as 
well. I also took up Sociology because 
I wanted to engage in work that would 
make a positive difference in people’s 
lives.

What were some of your 
achievements as a student? 

I was always a shy person growing up 
and my school report card throughout 
Primary and Secondary school stated 
this. For me personally, one of my 
biggest achievement as a student at 
USP was that I was able to open up and 
question things I did not understand and 
did not accept whatever I was taught 
without researching more on it. It was 
my studies in the area of Sociology and 
having being taught by lecturers such as 
Dr. Nii-K Plange, Ropate Qalo & Steven 
Ratuva that influenced and motivated 
me.

Career highlights since 
graduation.  

I had spent 2 years working at the 
Fiji Mocambo hotel; then later spent 
6 years with Investment Fiji where I 
started as an Export Promotions officer 
and later moved on to be a Senior 
Investment Promotion Officer. After this 

time I worked for 4 years as a Business 
Development Manager with the Accor 
Hotels Fiji and resigned to join the Fiji 
National Provident Fund’s locally owned 
hotel -  Holiday Inn Suva

Describe your present job and 
what you enjoy about it. 

I work as a Business Development 
Manager with Holiday Inn Suva. I enjoy 
working with different types of people 
from various organisations with different 
business needs. I find it interesting to 
see how what is happening at a national 
or international level seems to impact 
our work in terms of our clients; their 
travel patterns and priorities. 

Who/what inspires you? 

Personally, I am inspired by Jesus 
and his teachings. For me, Jesus does 
not represent a religion or a religious 
institution, but rather the teachings of 
Jesus can be used as a manual by any 
person to have a joyful and fulfilled life.

Please give details of any 
community work you are 
involved in.

In my career working in hotels, I have 
participated in replanting trees at the 
Homes of Hope; raising funds contributed 
towards the Cure Kids initiative; working 
with those in the Vatuwaqa squatter 
settlement together with the Korean 

church members in teaching women 
and children on hygiene and sharing the 
word of God

What has your involvement 
been with the University since 
you graduated?

Since I have always been proud to 
graduate from USP, I had consented to 
my daughter featuring in the university’s 
marketing promotional video. As a hotel 
we are now working on a new initiative 
with the university where the hotel and 
the university can collaborate more at 
different levels.

How do you think you could 
contribute/give back to USP? 

I would like to share my knowledge and 
experience with other Tourism students 
currently studying at the USP. I remember 
being a student at the university and 
what my perception of how working in 
hotels would be like. Having worked in 
hotels with different brands for a long 
period of time has taught me a lot more 
than what I imagined as a student; given 
the opportunity I would not mind sharing 
these personal lessons learnt with other 
Tourism students.

Ms Jogina Ali-XianG
Fiji | Business Development Manager | Holiday Inn Suva, Fiji

1998 Tourism/Sociology

Ms Jogina Ali-Xiang
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USP Library Opening - 1972

Solomon Is - Termnal Opening - 
1978

Alafua Campus - Pacific Week - 1980
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Semiti Kaisau (Fiji)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Sociology in 1978. He was the Senior 
Pastor at Christ Embassy, Cuvu Fiji. Mr 
Kaisau is currently the Group Pastor at the 
Christ Embassy in Fiji.

Viliame Lomaloma (Fiji)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Sociology in 1978. He was the First 
Officer/Captain in Samoa.Mr Lomaloma 
is the current Director of Operations at the 
Inter Island Airways (Fiji limited).

Jimmy Andeng (Vanuatu)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Economics and AS in 1987. Mr Andeng 
held various senior positions in the Vanuatu 
Government, particularly in the Ministry 
of Finance and Economic Management. 
He is currently the Operations Officer at 
International Finance Corporation (IFC) 
Country Officer for Vanuatu.

Jone Dakuvula (Fiji)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
History in 1974. In the 1990’s Mr Dakuvula 
served as Chief Assistant Secretary and 
Press Secretary to Prime Minister Sitiveni 
Rabuka. He is currently the Chair of the 
Non Government Organization/Company 
at Pacific Dialogue Ltd.

Dr Ueantabo Mackenzie
(Kiribati)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Sociology  In 1978. Dr Ueantabo Mackenzie 
was formerly the USP Campus Director of 
Nauru and an Academic. Dr Mackenzie 
was a candidate in the 2017 Kiribati By-
Elections.

Michael John Beango 
Mangawai (Vanuatu)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 1988 
in Land Management and development. 
Michael is currently pursuing his Master 
in Business Administration qualification 
and is  Currently holding the position of  
the Acting Director General at  Ministry of 
Lands and Natural Resources.

Bethuel Solomon (Vanuatu)
Graduated with Foundation Social Science 
in 1990, A Postgraduate Certificate in 
Human Resource Management in 2010, 
a Master of Business Administration in 
2010, and a Postgraduate Diploma for 
General Managers in 2011. He is currently 
working at the Office of the President of the 
republic of Vanuatu as a Chief Executive 
Officer.

Aman Chandra (Fiji)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Business Studies in 1998, he then 
completed his Postgraduate Diploma 
in Banking and Finance in 2000. Aman 
completed his Master of Public Policy at 
the Australian National University. Aman is 
currently working as a Senior Analyst at the 
Reserve Bank of Australia.

Katarina Atalifo-Malo (Fiji)

Graduated with Foundation Science in 
1986, and then a Bachelor of Science in 
1992. Katarina was previously a Team 
Leader – Non State Actors at the Pacific 
Islands Forum Secretariat, and is currently 
the Sub-Regional Coordinator at UNDP/
GEF.

Felise T. Finau (Tonga)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts and 
Geography in 1989, and then a Master of 
Business Administration in 2002. He then 
went for further studies in 1998 at the 
Massey University, completing a Diploma 
in Public Sector Management. Mr Finau is 
currently a Project Consultant in California.
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Tekaribwa Boota Aberaam 
(Kiribati)

Graduated with a Foundation Science in 
1994, a Bachelor of Science majoring in 
Biology and Chemistry in 2000, a Graduate 
Certificate in Tertiary Teaching in 2012, A 
Postgraduate Diploma in Tertiary Teaching 
in 2014, and then a Master of Education in 
2015. Tekaribwa has worked at the Kiribati 
Teachers College as a Science and English 
Lecturer.

Pritesh Chandra (Fiji)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Computing Science and Information 
Systems in 2004, a Postgraduate Diploma 
for General Managers in 2011, a Master 
of Engineering from Waseda University 
(Tokyo), and then a Master of Business 
Administration in 2017 from USP. Pritesh 
is currently the Group Head of IT and 
Infrastructure at TravelBiz PTY Ltd.

David Adeang (Nauru) 

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Economies and politics in 1993. He was 
a former Speaker of the Parliament of 
Nauru and is currently Nauru’s Minister for 
Finance and Justice, in addition he is the 
Minister Assisting the President of Nauru, 
Mr Adeang began his political career as a 
lawyer.

Rodney Philemon (Vanuatu)

Graduated with Double Majors in 
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science 
and Information Systems. Rodney is an 
Executive Member and a Board of Director 
Member of the South Pacific Division of the 
SDA Church and currently working as an 
Information Technology Specialist at Peace 
Corps.

Mikil Kumar (Fiji)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
in Computing Science and Information 
Systems in 2014, a Postgraduate Diploma 
in Information Technology and Computing 
Science in 2017, and then a Master of 
Computing Information Systems in 2018. His 
first work experience was a Web Application 
Developer at Telecom Fiji, and he is now their 
Senior Application Developer.

Archana Priyadarshani (Fiji)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
2010, then a Postgraduate Diploma in 
Information Systems in 2013. Archana 
is pursuing a Postgraduate Certificate 
in Diplomacy & International Affairs and 
is currently employed as International 
Mobility Officer. 

Ralph Regenvanu (Vanuatu)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Anthropology and Development Studies 
from Australian National University in 
1993, and then a Bachelor of Law in 2011, 
from USP. Ralph was previously a State 
Minister and is currently the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, International Cooperation 
and External Trade in the Government of 
Vanuatu.

Augustine Kalorib (Vanuatu)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Laws in 
2015, a Professional Diploma in Legal 
Practice in 2016, and then a Professional 
Diploma in Legislative Drafting in 2017. 
Augustine is currently working at the 
Vanuatu Intellectual Property Office 
(VanIPO) as a Trademark Officer (Officer-in-
charge, Trademarks Division).

Kasanita V ‘Ofa (Tonga)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts, majoring 
in Economics with a minor in Accounting & 
Financial Management in 2009, and then 
a Graduate Certificate in Public Sector 
Management in 2015. Kasanita worked as 
a Financial Analyst at Ministry of Finance 
in Tonga after graduating. She is currently 
work at National Reserve Bank of Tonga as 
the Manager Economics.

Salome (Foliaki) ‘Akau’ola 
(Tonga)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Management in 2008, then a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Advanced Analysis Skills in 
2013, and then a Master of Business 
Administration in 2014. After graduation, 
Salome worked as the Assistant Secretary 
for Ministry of Labour, Commerce & 
Industry in Tonga. She is currently the 
Acting Director for Corporate Service 
Policy & Planning Division of the Ministry 
of Infrastructure in Tonga 

d o w n  m e m o r y  l a n e
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Our professional network provides opportunities make new business 
contacts, obtain referrals, view professional profiles of other alumni and 

inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavours. 

Register Online: www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin www.instagram.com/unisouthpacific

twitter.com/USPAlumni

Contact Details
T: +679 3232914 
E: alumni@usp.ac.fj 

Stay Connected 
to USP, your 

Alma Mater!
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