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When you dream big...
Dr Mukesh Prasad obtained his Bachelor 
of Arts (BA) from The University of the 
South Pacific (USP) in 1991. He chose En-
glish and History as majors because he 
always wanted to become a teacher. The 
dream came true when he was posted to 
teach at his former high school.

"My experience as a teacher was trans-
formative because I was able to use my 
newly acquired knowledge to impact 
lives,” Mukesh said. “In turn, this shaped 
what I wanted to do further in my career.” 

Hence, Mukesh returned to USP In 1994 
on the prestigious Sasakawa Young 
Leaders Fellowship to pursue postgrad-
uate studies. He graduated with a Mas-
ter of Arts (MA) in Development Studies 
in 1995 and was noted for completing his 
thesis in ‘record time’. 

“I wanted to make a difference in the wid-
er world and my subsequent experience 
as a policy officer in a foreign govern-
ment embassy was another dream come 
true,” Mukesh said.

Mukesh migrated to Australia in 2000 
and joined the private sector as a social 
policy researcher. This opened another 
door of opportunity and he graduated 
with a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in ap-
plied economics from the University of 
Southern Queensland (USQ) in 2012.

“My research skills were honed at USP,” 
Mukesh explained. “Those formative 
years built my research capacity and I’m 
profoundly grateful for the quality edu-
cation I received at USP.”

In Mukesh’s case, good research skills 
have also enabled him to become a 
writer. His short stories draw upon the 
changing scenery of life with minimalist 
language. It is a creative style that has 
maximum reader effect.

Mukesh left the private sector in 2016 
to pursue another frontier of his career: 
data and analytics. Currently, he is work-
ing for the Australian federal government 
and also teaching in the Master of Busi-
ness Administration (MBA) programme 
at the University of the People (UoPeo-
ple). While inherently different, both 
roles give him the scope and space to 
make some amazing contributions, given 
his knowledge, skills and life experience.

Talking about life experience, Mukesh re-
vealed that he was born almost blind and 
cannot remember what the world looked 
like, until complex surgeries restored his 
vision when he was eight years old.

“The surgeries were phenomenally suc-
cessful but my corrective ‘coke bottle’ 
glasses presented a challenge because 
I was labelled as the ‘boy who couldn’t 
see’,” Mukesh recalled.

It took years for Mukesh to overcome this 
label and when he finally did, he cele-
brated by slipping a little note into his su-
pervisor’s hand after his PhD graduation. 

The note simply read ‘I shall not remain 
insignificant’.

“It is fascinating what you can achieve if 
only you decide to take a chance,” Mukesh 
stressed, “for I can truly say the limita-
tions that others tried to place on me 
were theirs, not mine.” 

Mukesh is a testimony that life is rela-
tively simple: do your part with a sense of 
gratitude and the universe has an uncan-
ny way to make the rest happen.

Dr Mukesh Prasad
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Success Stories

Before Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) gained 
her independence from the United King-
dom the late Dr James Maraj, the then 
USP Vice-Chancellor, negotiated with the 
British Government through the Com-
monwealth Fund for Technical Co-oper-
ation to bring 8 students (including my 
wife, Eve) from Zimbabwe to study at 
USP. Eve and I remain thankful to USP for 
the good education and great exposure 
to diverse but very skilled lecturers and 
to the Prime Minister of Fiji, the late Sir 
Ratu Kamisese Mara, whose government 
agreed to host the African students.

My stay in Fiji
In 1978, I arrived at USP two months after 
other students had already commenced 
their degree programmes. The author-
ities directed that I should go through 
the foundation programme and I never 
looked back at that decision. That pro-
gramme gave me a rare opportunity for a 
deep appreciation of the Pacific Regional 
Islanders and their cultures which were 
and remain very much different in many 
ways from African countries particularly 
Zimbabwe. First and foremost popula-
tion numbers and land masses are com-
paratively huge in Africa.

In my first year at USP, I stayed at Lau-
cala Campus (because my wife and son, 
Nigel, were still in Africa) and shared 
accommodation with Indian and Fijian 
students from Lautoka and Kadavu re-
spectively. To my pleasant surprise the 
students created an engaging environ-
ment which left enriching experienc-
es in my thought processes. In January 
1979, my family joined me in Suva and we 
moved to a garden flat at St Luke’s An-
glican Church in Laucala Bay. At the time 
Father Winston Halapua, a Tongan, was 
the resident priest. He and his wife (Sue) 
were very pleasant to us and our spiritu-
al life grew immensely.

 It is a memorable fact that during our 
stay in Fiji we met the best people (prob-
ably in the world) and at USP we got ex-
posed to different cultures that impact-
ed positively and shaped our perceptions 
and attitudes towards family life. We 
also built strong relationships with ex-
patriate families from New Zealand, 
Australia, India, Canada, USA, UK and the 
Pacific region, some of whom visited us 
in Zimbabwe.

From the teaching side, in 1980 the In-
stitute of Pacific Studies under the di-
rectorship of Professor Ron Crocombe 
selected me as a Senior Student Tutor for 
the Foundation Course in Pacific Stud-
ies which was an introductory course 
for students in the pre-degree year. The 
course was taught by academic staff to 
a large class, which was then broken up 
into tutorial groups each of which was 
handled by a selected high quality stu-
dent. In his reference letter that I still 
have, Professor Crocombe wrote:

“It is greatly to Elliot Mugamu’s credit 
that he was selected for this task, as this 
is the first time we have ever employed 
a non-Pacific Islander to tutor the Pacific 
Island Course’’

My present work 
commitments
In Zimbabwe I love many aspects about 
my work commitments in three areas. 
The first involves occasionally listening 
to customers whose inputs and patron-
age are the life blood of our two retail 
businesses. The second is about lectur-
ing to and supervising dissertations of 
EMBA, GMBA, SMBA and MBL and MCGL 
students at three universities. This is 
probably my absolute best job-spend-
ing time mentoring and seeing how the 
mentees develop and become more con-
fident and empowered to lead organisa-

tions. I also take the front seat in sup-
porting and participating in research and 
development at the universities. Finally, 
in my role as a board chair and board 
member of companies in the private sec-
tor, I impart knowledge, experience and 
also contribute to the development of 
future leaders in the corporate world.

The power of networking
I have always adopted the idea that net-
working is part of the job and should 
whenever possible allocate time to it. My 
view is that networking isn’t about using 
people to get ahead but building rela-
tionships and developing connections 
and helping others who may in turn want 
to help you when the need arises. I have 
often remarked to colleagues that when 
you are at a different location for work, 
please get to know people there, meet 
as many as possible and find genuine 
points of reference to have a real con-
versation. It has worked for me and (who 
knows) it may work for many! In Fiji some 
of my students and classmates are now 
prominent professionals (accountants, 
professors etc), while others occupy key 
positions in both the private and public 
sectors. Such relationships are good and 
I have nurtured them.

My wish
Since we left Fiji in December 1981, we 
have been back there twice and would 
grab the opportunity, if it came our way, 
to give back in a small way to the island 
communities through a lecturing and re-
search assignment!!

In conclusion, the foundation of all my 
academic and business-related experi-
ences came from USP.

God Bless USP and its stakeholders.

Dr Elliot Mugamu

Dr Elliot Mugamu › Zimbabwe 
[PhD. MBA. BA. FCIS]

Dr Mugamu completed his Bachelor of Arts  
at The University of the South Pacific in 1981.
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Tuvalu Prime Minister is USP Alumnus

Tuvalu Prime Minister is USP Alumnus

Tuvalu Prime Minister is USP Alumnus

USP alumnus, Honourable Kausea 
Natano is the thirteenth (13th) Prime 
Minister of Tuvalu and was voted into 
Prime Ministership on 19 Septem-ber, 2019 by ten (10) of the country’s 

16 Members of Parliament to form a 
new government. He also serves as a 
Member of Parliament for Funafuti, 
the capital Tuvalu.
Prime Minister  Kausea Natano is  a 
prestigious alumnus of The Universi-ty of the South Pacifi c (USP); where he 

obtained his Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in Management in 1999.Before entering politics, Natano was 

Director of Customs and also served 
as Assistant Secretary in the Ministry 
of Finance and Economic Planning, 

and has been a high-profi le cham-pion for action on climate change, 
co-chairing the United Nations cli-mate change summit in 2014 and 

has vowed to continue the country’s 
climate change advocacy. He said his 
government will carry on Tuvalu’s 
leadership in the climate arena.“Tuvalu is in the frontline of the cli-mate fi ght, and as a country we have 

contributed the least to global emis-sions, but we still do our part to im-plement Paris Agreement and reduce 
our reliance on fossil fuels,” Prime 
Minister Natano said.
In the current government, Climate 
Change is allocated under the Minis-try of Finance in order to better drive 

capacity building activities, and to 
focus on adaptation and mitigation 
from the effects of Climate Change.Climate Change, and sea water level 

rise in particular is a serious issue for 
Tuvalu as the highest point of eleva-tion on Tuvalu is just 4.50 metres, and 

the average elevation is just 1.80 me-tres above sea level. This makes Tuva-lu vulnerable to rising sea levels.“As we have said often, if we save Tu-valu, we save the world,’’ said Pacifi c 
Islands Forum Chair, Prime Minister 
Natano.
Prime Minister Natano is also Tu-valu’s longest-serving Member of 

Parliament, who also has previous-ly held ministerial appointments 
in Communications, Transport, and 
Public Utilities. He has also served as 
the country’s Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Communications in 
former Prime Minister Willy Telavi’s 
Cabinet.

Prime Minister of Tuvalu Kausea Natano 
(Photo Credit: Tuvalu Government)

Tuvalu is the 
frontline of 
the climate 

country we have contributed the 

but we still 
do our part to implement Paris and reduce our reliance on fossil fuels.”
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Her Excellency Reteta Rimon is the Kiribati 

High Commissioner to Fiji and well known for 

advocating for climate change for Kiribati and 

the Pacific Islands. 

She came to The University of the South Pacific 

(USP) to do her Diploma in Education in 1978 

on a Fiji government scholarship and later 

completed a Bachelor of Arts in History and 

Politics in 1987. The present Vice-Chancellor 

and President, Professor Rajesh Chandra was 

one of her Lecturers along with Professor Konai 

Thaman, Professor Vijay Naidu, and Professor 

Subramani. 

She states her years at USP as the most 

enjoyable time of her life. During her time at the 

University she was part of the USP choir which 

was similar to the present day Pasifika Voices. It 

had members from different countries and HE 

Rimon remembers travelling to Niue, Tonga, 

Samoa, and American Samoa to sing and dance 

to showcase the multiculturalism and diversity of 

the University. 

She worked as a High School teacher in Fiji for 

thirteen (13) years after her graduation before 

moving to Kiribati as an Assistant Secretary 

in Foreign Affairs. That started her journey in 

International Relations. 

She felt inspired working in Kiribati. “Kiribati is 

a small country and your contribution is more 

valued and you feel you are really making a 

difference.” 

Talking about climate change, HE Rimon says, 

“Climate change is a global issue but affects 

countries with different degrees especially those 

such as Kiribati and Tuvalu that are low lying.” 

This complicates the equation even more since 

the proposal of relocation is on the table for the 

people of Kiribati. She echos what all Pacific 

Islanders would identify with – “We have a 

spiritual connection to the land. It’s part of us.” 

No one would be keen to leave a place they want 

to stay in which is why HE Rimon and the Kiribati 

government are looking at other options. 

“We are trying to maintain our islands by getting 

outside innovations, technical assistance, and 

financial support to help us keep the islands.” 

HE Rimon is working closely with the international 

counterparts exploring all options to tackle 

climate change. “Relocation is the last option. 

We don’t want to be refugees and are upskilling 

our people so they can be easily marketable 

overseas. So that they will not be looked down 

upon as burden – so that they can contribute to 

their adopted country.”

On the University, HE Rimon says, “USP is region’s 

premier institution. USP will continue to be very 

important in addressing the contemporary 

issues as long as it remains relevant in kinds of 

programmes it offers and the quality.” 

Aptly she mentions, “we are young nations but 

we need to catch up very quickly. We don’t want 

to be left behind. We need to assert ourselves as 

masters of our own destiny.” 

She  has spent twelve (12) years as the High 

Commissioner to Fiji. 

HE Reteta Rimon

i-KIRIBATI ALUMNUS ADVOCATES  

FOR CLIMATE CHANGE
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Alumni Profiles

Simran Nikhat Ali, a 2020 graduate of 
Bachelor of Commerce, from The Uni-
versity of the South Pacific shares her 
journey and experience with the JENESYS 
2019 Programme.

As I anticipate to graduate on 20 March, 
2020 with a Bachelor’s Degree. I take this 
to be a welcoming opportunity for me to 
highlight on the cultural exposure which I 
gained out the JENESYS 2019 Programme.

A trip to Japan had only existed in my 
dreams, however, little did I know that 

this dream could once become a reality.

I was part of Group 4 and the theme was 
Trade, Investment & Tourism thus, we 
visited the Ibaraki Prefecture in Japan.

Ibaraki is located on the northeast of To-
kyo. Ibaraki had a more countryside scen-
ery with lots of green vegetation and was 
completely different from what we had 
seen in Tokyo as Ibaraki was much more 
peaceful.

We got the opportunity to offer our 
prayers at the Naritasan- Shinshoji Tem-

ple which was a Buddhist Temple.

Since the theme was Trade, Investment 
& Tourism, we visited Sunflower Canning 
Factory and Nippon Steel factory where 
we observed the production and manu-
facturing of canned fish and steel.

We interacted with Kose High School stu-
dents who gave us guitar lessons as well 
as met students from Toyo University 
who gave us a tour around their univer-
sity.

We also got the opportunity to spend a 
night with the local Japanese families 
who showed their love and appreciation 
towards us.

While on the tour, we also visited the 120 
meter bronze Buddha Statue known as 
the Ushiku Daibutsu designed by Otani 
Kosho and completed in 1993.

Moreover, we got the opportunity to 
forecast our creativity from the painting 
session which we had.

We also visited JAXA where we learned 
about asteroid exploration and moon 
walk as well as visited Science Square 
Tsukuba where we got to see robots and 
scientific inventions.

We also got to taste many different types 
of savories and cuisines and my favorite 
dish was “Natto” which was a traditional 
food in Japan made by cooking fermented 
soybeans.

I honestly loved my trip to Japan. Not 
only did I bring back wonderful memo-
ries but also made lifelong friends who I 
will cherish for a lifetime. Hence, I would 
highly recommend students from the Pa-
cific to apply for Jenesys as it is an expe-
rience of a lifetime.

FOR PREVIOUS 
NEWSLETTERS, 

CHECK OUT

www.alumni.usp.ac.fj

ALUMNUS SHARES JENESYS JOURNEY

Simran Ali 

“If you never heard opportunity knock, 
maybe you’re never at home” 

- Marilyn Vos Savant.
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Iowane Naiveli
Graduation • Bachelor of Arts in 1978 from 

USP
• Certificate in Diplomacy Training, 

Business Law, Taxation Law 
& Diplomacy in 1980 from the 
University of New South Wales

Country Fiji

Occupation Sole Partner at I. Naiveli & Co, 
Trustee & Director

 

Dr Viliame Waqalevu
Graduation 
• Bachelor of Science in Marine Science in 2009 from 

USP
• Master of Science in 2012 from USP
• Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Fisheries Science 

on Resources and Environments in 2019 from 
Kagoshima University

Country Fiji

Occupation
Postdoctoral Researcher at EPHE (École Pratique des 
Hautes Études) - France

 

Fuatino (Afato) Fatiaki
Graduation 
• Bachelor of Science in Environmental Science in 

2013 from USP
• Postgraduate Diploma in Agriculture in 2015 from 

USP
• Master of Agriculture in 2017 from USP
• Postgraduate Diploma in Science in 2019 from USP

Country Samoa

Occupation
Plant Health Research Assistant at Pacific Community 
(SPC)

 

Hon. Culwick Togamana
Graduation 
• Bachelor of Science in 1990 from USP
• Master of Science in 1995 from USP
• Doctor of Philosophy in Environmental Science 

(PhD), in 1997 from the University of Exeter, United 
Kingdom

Country Solomon Islands

Occupation
SMinister of Environment, Climate Change, Disaster 
Management & Meteorology, Solomon Islands

 

Hon. Sunia Manu Fili
Graduation 
• Bachelor of Arts in 1989 from USP
• Certificate in Legal studies in 1993 from USP
• Postgraduate Certificate in Business Administration 

in 2015 from USP
• Postgraduate Diploma in Business Administration 

in 2016 from USP
• Master of Business Administration in 2017, USP 

Country Tonga

Occupation
Tongan politician and Member of the Legislative 
Assembly. He is a former member of the Human Rights 
and Democracy Movement

 

HE Beniamino Salacakau
Graduation • Bachelor of Arts, and a Graduate 

certificate in Education in 1978 
from USP

Country Fiji

Occupation Former Fijian High Commissioner to 
Pretoria, South Africa

 

Belinda Rose Waokahi
Graduation • Bachelor of Science in 

Environmental Science 2012 from 
USP

• Project Management Practice 
Certificate IV in 2018 from USP

Country Solomon Islands

Occupation Senior Seismological Observer at 
Ministry of Mines, Energy and Rural 
Electrification (Solomon Island 
Government)

 

Dr Ronald Kumar
Graduation 
• Bachelor of Science in 2004 from USP
• Postgraduate Diploma in development Studies in 

2010 from USP
• Master of Commerce in 2011 from USP
• Master in Development Studies in 2012 from USP
• Graduate Certificate in Tertiary Teaching in 2014 

from USP
• Doctor of Philosophy in Development Economics 

and International Development in 2016 from The 
University of Bolton

• Master of Science in Finance in 2019 from the 
University of Leicester

Country Fiji

Occupation
Associate Professor, Advisor – Banking & Finance 
Programme at USP

 

 Louzanne Sahib
Graduation 
• Bachelor of Arts in Land management in 1998 

from USP
• Postgraduate Diploma in Land Management in 

2001 from USP
• International Certificate, Valuation of Special 

Properties in 2008 from INSPEN Malaysia

Country Fiji

Occupation
Former Fijian High Commissioner to Pretoria, South 
Africa

 

Josefa Tuamoto
Graduation • Bachelor of Science and a 

Graduate Certificate in Education 
in 1985 from USP

• Masters in International 
Marketing in 1993 from 
Aberystwyth University

Country Fiji

Occupation CEO for Tourism Solomons
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to USP, 
your 

Alma 
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Or into the following Bank account with “Alumni Fund” in the narrative:

Name of Account: The University of the South Pacific
Main Account #: 9801283301
Bank:  Westpac Banking Corporation
Address: Suva Branch1 Thomson Street Suva FIJI
Branch/Swift code: WPACFJFX
BSP or IDN #: 039001

Online cntributions which can be made 
using the following link: 

www.usp.ac.fj/onlinepayment

twitter.com/USPAlumniwww.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin

Our professional network provides opportunities 
make new business contacts, obtain referrals, view 
professional profiles of other alumni and inform 
other USP alumni of your professional endeavours. 

Register Online:  
www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

Contact Details T: +679 3232914 E: alumni@usp.ac.fj 
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Be READY to fight #COVID19
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