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Ms Sarina Tamakin, the incoming Nauru 
Campus Director of The University of the 
South Pacific (USP) is also an alumna of 
the University. She completed her Gradu-
ate Certificate in Tertiary Teaching (2011), 
she then went on to complete a Post-
graduate Certificate in Tertiary Teaching 
(2016), a Postgraduate Diploma in Tertia-
ry Teaching (2017) Postgraduate Diploma 
in Education (2018) and a Master of Arts 
in Education (2020) from USP. She has 
also completed her Bachelors in Teach-
ing (2004) and a Bachelors in Education 
(2008) from Massey University, New Zea-
land.

Ms Tamakin describes her time at USP 
as being enjoyable especially when she 
was able to interact with her peers in 
the Postgraduate labs and was able to 
discuss with them in person. This level 
of interaction provided a better platform 
to effectively build a resourceful support 

network.

While studying for her Postgraduate 
qualifications at the Laucala Campus, she 
recalls how the environment felt familiar 
in terms of the people and surroundings, 
and it made her feel safe, and this gave 
her confidence to focus on her studies. 
“There was something unique and spe-
cial about seeing the faces of other Pacif-
ic Islanders”, she said it made her feel at 
home. She added that this is an import-
ant aspect for students who are studying 
abroad as settling in quicker and not feel-
ing homesick is also essential to being a 
successful scholar.

Ms Tamakin made the transition from the 
Tourism to Education sector when she 
became a mother. She felt that becoming 
an educator encompasses all aspects of 
her life, including raising her children to 
be respectable members of society who 
are able to contribute towards the de-
velopment and well being of others. She 
said that education and being a parent is 
quite complimentary, as teaching should 
not be just left as the sole responsibility 
of teachers.

USP prepared her to better manage her 
time, be resourceful and she believes this 
will be critical for her new role as the USP 
Nauru Campus Director.

As the Nauru Campus Director, Ms Tama-
kin aspires to be a role model and influ-
ence and make a direct impact on the lives 
of the youth in Nauru especially on how 
they can use their knowledge for prog-
ress. “One of my goals is to go back home 
and work more closely with the youth 
population through my role at USP, as I 
firmly believe that they need guidance, 
support and assistance towards training 
and making better life choices,” she added. 

A tip or advice Ms Tamakin would like to 
share with the readers, especially with 
those who are seeking to further their ca-
reers is to complete their education and 
work on gaining experience. Most jobs 

are seeking qualification and experience 
and it is absolutely vital to work on a rec-
ognised tertiary qualification.

In order for me to be successful as a lead-
er, I needed the support of my family. This 
is very important and if conveyed proper-
ly you will receive the much-needed sup-
port. 

She would like to encourage young wom-
en not to be afraid, and to pursue their 
studies, and seek support from their fam-
ilies if they need their help to accomplish 
their career goals.

Ms Sarina Tamakin  
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Tuvalu Prime Minister is USP Alumnus

USP alumnus, Honourable Kausea 
Natano is the thirteenth (13th) Prime 
Minister of Tuvalu and was voted into 
Prime Ministership on 19 Septem-ber, 2019 by ten (10) of the country’s 

16 Members of Parliament to form a 
new government. He also serves as a 
Member of Parliament for Funafuti, 
the capital Tuvalu.
Prime Minister  Kausea Natano is  a 
prestigious alumnus of The Universi-ty of the South Pacifi c (USP); where he 

obtained his Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in Management in 1999.Before entering politics, Natano was 

Director of Customs and also served 
as Assistant Secretary in the Ministry 
of Finance and Economic Planning, 

and has been a high-profi le cham-pion for action on climate change, 
co-chairing the United Nations cli-mate change summit in 2014 and 

has vowed to continue the country’s 
climate change advocacy. He said his 
government will carry on Tuvalu’s 
leadership in the climate arena.“Tuvalu is in the frontline of the cli-mate fi ght, and as a country we have 

contributed the least to global emis-sions, but we still do our part to im-plement Paris Agreement and reduce 
our reliance on fossil fuels,” Prime 
Minister Natano said.
In the current government, Climate 
Change is allocated under the Minis-try of Finance in order to better drive 

capacity building activities, and to 
focus on adaptation and mitigation 
from the effects of Climate Change.Climate Change, and sea water level 

rise in particular is a serious issue for 
Tuvalu as the highest point of eleva-tion on Tuvalu is just 4.50 metres, and 

the average elevation is just 1.80 me-tres above sea level. This makes Tuva-lu vulnerable to rising sea levels.“As we have said often, if we save Tu-valu, we save the world,’’ said Pacifi c 
Islands Forum Chair, Prime Minister 
Natano.
Prime Minister Natano is also Tu-valu’s longest-serving Member of 

Parliament, who also has previous-ly held ministerial appointments 
in Communications, Transport, and 
Public Utilities. He has also served as 
the country’s Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Communications in 
former Prime Minister Willy Telavi’s 
Cabinet.

Prime Minister of Tuvalu Kausea Natano 
(Photo Credit: Tuvalu Government)

Tuvalu is the 
frontline of 
the climate 

country we have contributed the 

but we still 
do our part to implement Paris and reduce our reliance on fossil fuels.”
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Alumni speakers at the USP Entrepreniual Fair. From left to right, 
Ms Naziah Ali,  
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Alumnus challenges graduates to make 
tough decisions

The University of the South Pacif-
ic ‘s and also a Graduate School of 
Business (GSB) alumnus, Ariff Ali re-
minded the 2018 Master of Business  
Administration graduates of their re-
sponsibilities during the MBA Alum-
ni Evening.

“It is a calling for us to make a dif-
ference for our people, our respon-
sibility is great,” said Mr. Ariff Ali, 
Governor of the Reserve Bank of Fiji  
(RBF).

The Graduate School of Business cel-
ebrated another milestone as fifty 
(50) MBA students graduated earlier 
this year, in March.

With three (3) graduates, Moreen 
Monika Nanad, Krishneel Ravinesh 
Readdy and Almageer Shar being 

awarded gold medals for attaining 
the highest GPA.

“Over the past two decades, GSB has 
firmly established itself as one of the 

finest business schools in the South 
Pacific Region. It has produced 1700 
bright graduates and this includes 
outstanding senior managers, CEOs, 
high ranking civil servants and lead-
ers”, said the Head of School, Profes-
sor Gurmeet Singh.

Guest speaker, Ariff Ali completed 
his Masters in Business Adminstra-
tion (MBA) in 2010 after graduating 
with a Bachelor of Economics from 
the International Islamic University, 
Malaysia.

Mr Ali who has experience work-
ing in Economics, Financial Markets 
and Financial Institutions, joined the 
RBF’s Research Department in 1992 
and was appointed Governor in Sep-
tember 2017.

Continued on Page 2

The 2018 MBA graduating class with Mr Ariff Ali, Governor of the Reserve Bank of Fiji  
(seated third from left); Professor Gurmeet Singh, Head of School and MBA Programme Director 

(seated, centre) and members of the GSB academic staff.

Leadership 
requires making 
tough decisions, 
it is a deep 
challenge – its 
goal is diversity in 
counsel; unity of 
command.”2

USP ALUMNI NEWS

FOR PREVIOUS 
NEWSLETTERS, 

CHECK OUT

alumni.usp.ac.fj

Success Stories

FijiCare Insurance Limited (FIL) has 
appointed Ms Krishika Narayan as its 
Group Chief Operating Officer (COO). Ms 
Narayan was formerly the Cheif Exec-
utive Officer (CEO) of the South Pacific 
Stock Exchange (SPX).

She holds a Bachelor of Laws Degree 
(2009) and a Post Graduate Certificate in 

Business Administration (2016) from USP.

The announcement was made in a mar-
ket announcement via the SPX, earlier in 
September 2020.

Ms Narayan has extensive experience in 
Fiji’s financial markets, having worked 
at the SPX for more than 11 years, serv-
ing as its CEO for the past three years.

ALUMNUS AS CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FIJICARE GROUP APPOINTS USP 
ALUMNUS AS CHIEF OPERATING 
OFFICE

Ms Natalina Hong 

Ms Krishika Narayan

USP Alumnus, Ms Natalina Hong, a 
Bachelor of Arts (2006) graduate has 
been appointed as Solomon Islands 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s 
(SICCI) new Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO).

Ms Hong is an economic, governance 
and human development specialist 
with more than five years of experience 
in aid programme management and 
seven years of experience in public ad-
ministration with the Solomon Islands 
Government.

She also graduated with a Masters of 
Public Policy in Development policy at 
the Crawford School of Public Policy, 
Australian National University in 2014. 

After her studies at USP, she worked 
with various Solomon Islands-based 
Government ministries; for the Provin-
cial Government, the National Planning 

Office from, and for the National Par-
liament from 2012. She then joined the 
Australian High Commission in 2015 
and up until her SICCI appointment, 
she managed programmes within the 
health, education and democratic gov-
ernance sectors.

Over the past 10 years, she focused 
and built her skills in areas targetted 
towards contributing as much as she 
could to improve the development out-
comes of the Solomon Islands, and she 
applied this to any of the sectors she 
worked with.

The SICCI CEO designate is excited to 
join the Chamber to be able to reach out 
to the business communities and looks 
forward to hearing from all the SICCI 
members.

USP wishes Ms Hong all the best in her 
future endeavours, and in her new role.
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What memories do you have of your 
University student life and what in-
spired you during your studies at USP? 

Being part of a bigger pacific Islands 
community was extremely amazing. 
Dancing was and is not our tradition, 
nevertheless, being a student at the Uni-
versity of the South Pacific had allowed 
me to later realise I was an enthusiastic 
and energetic dancer. I still remember 
that I would be compelled to join the af-
ternoon dance practice. 

All the dances I participated in remains 
the most poignant memories in my head, 
and dancing is becoming my passion and 
inspiration. 

Why did you choose USP and your field 
of study? 

The University of the South Pacific is one 
of the prestigious institutions within the 
Pacific region that holds a high status 
amongst others. The field of law is one 
of the areas in which Solomon Islanders 
needs to excel in for many reasons, one 
of which is to defend the rights of the 
vulnerable and the needy who encoun-
ters difficulties with legal representa-
tions. And these are the reasons behind 
my choice.

How did USP prepare you in your 
career? 

The sleepless nights of preparing law 
lectures by my law lecturers and USP 
ensuring the students’ wellbeing was 
immense motivator. Through this, USP 
ensured students in general achieve his 
or her dream jobs by equipping all of us 
with the relevant skills and by providing 
us with the knowledge we require.

Describe your present job and what 
you enjoy about it. 

Prior to working at the Solomon Islands 

Law Reform Commission, I worked as a 
junior associate in one of the private law 
firms in Honiara, after completing my 
Professional Diploma in Legal Practice. 
At present, I am working as an Acting 
Principal Legal Officer at the Solomon Is-
lands Law Reform Commission and soon 
to take up the role in looking after one 
of the Public Solicitor’s Office in Malaita 
Province, Solomon Islands. My current 
job involves, legal research, legal analy-
sis drafting, nationwide consultation on 
issues raised in the issues paper, make 
recommendations to the parliament as 
to how the laws should change, repeal 
laws that are obsolete or unnecessary 
and consolidate similar laws. 

What literature or subscriptions would 
you recommend for graduates (books/
blogs/magazines)? 

If graduates wish to become politicians 
in their career in order to ensuring the 
state runs its own affairs effectively, I 
recommend this book entitled “Political 
Order and Political Decay” by Frances 
Fukuyama. This is one of the fascinating 
books in which he reveals how state, law 
and democracy developed after these 
cataclysmic events, the origins of the 
current uneasy tension between liber-
al democracies and dictatorships – and 
how unmistakable signs of decay have 
emerged in developed democracies. 
Therefore, if graduates want to under-
stand the political systems that domi-
nate and order our lives, they must first 
address their origins, and be alert to the 
possibility of decline. 

Where do you see yourself in five (5) 
years (career and or personal goals)?

I would see myself becoming a Judge in 
the Solomon Islands and later a Doctor in 
Philosophy (PhD) in law from the Austra-
lian National University or Canada. 

Please share three tips that you think 
would be important for current students 
and recent graduates that will help them 
start out on their career paths. 

• Discover your learning style
• Stay motivated and focused
• Always avoid procrastination 

What has your involvement been with 
the University since you graduated? 
(Or how would you like to be involved?)

I have been partially involved with the 
University of the South Pacific through 
being a member of the Solomon Islands 
University’s Christian Fellowship. Apart 
from that, I would love to be part of the 
any of the future programs of the Univer-
sity of the South Pacific. 

Any other information you would like 
to share e.g. community work you are 
involved in. (Include other relevant in-
formation and photographs that you 
would like to share)

After completing my professional Diplo-
ma in Legal Practice in Fiji, I came back 
to the Solomon Islands with other fellow 
Solomon Islanders and have established 
the Solomon Islands University’s Chris-
tian Fellowship group. It is a student 
ministry which established at the Uni-
versity purposely to look after the stu-
dent’s spiritual welfare. Further to that, 
in 2018, I was elected to be the president 
for the Solomon Islands government 
lawyer’s association. 

What would you tell someone who's 
considering USP?

The professionalism of the lecturers is 
something that I often spoken highly of 
after completing my studies from the 
USP. 

Godfrey Male › SOLOMON ISLANDS

Graduation: LLB (2013 ); PDLP (2014), PDLD (2016) 

January 2019 – January 2020 (Master of Laws at the Australian 
National University (ANU) under the Australia Awards 
Scholarships. Specialisation (International Law). Graduated 
on 17 April 2020.

Acting Principal Legal Officer, Solomon Islands Law Reform 
Commission



Devendran 
Kumaran

 

Graduation
• Diploma in Education (1972), USP and 

with a Bachelor of Arts in (1977), USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Writer, and was previously the Director 
of Energy and Deputy Director in Ministry 
of Works, Fiji

Maya  
Chand

Graduation 
• Diploma in Education, Maths and 

Science (1978), USP
• Bachelor of Education (1999), USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Teaching Mathematics at Birrong Boys 
High School, Australia

Kitione 
Radrodro

Graduation
• Bachelor of Science in Mathematics 

and Chemistry (1986), USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Senior Human Resources Assistant 
at Secretariat of the Pacific Board for 
Educational Assessment

Anna 
Pasikale

Graduation
• Diploma in Education (1981), USP
• Masters of Development Studies, 

Victoria University of Wellington
Country: Fiji
Occupation 
Unit Manager Human Development 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade, New 
Zealand

Hannaline 
Nalau Ilo

Graduation
• Certificate of Law and Bachelor of Law 

(2005), USP
Country: Vanuatu
Occupation 
Senior Magistrate for the Republic of 
Vanuatu

Tarataake 
Teannaki

Graduation
• Bachelor of Arts (1993), USP
• Postgraduate Diploma in Tourism 

Studies (2004), USP
• Master of Arts (2007), USP
• Postgraduate Diploma in Marine 

Affairs (2007), USP
Country: Kiribati
Occupation
Tourism Planning Analyst at South 
Pacific Tourism Organisation, Fiji

Dahlia  
Loibl

Graduation 
• Bachelor of Science (2004), USP
• Master of Business Administration 

(2011), USP
• Master of Information Systems (2015), 

USP
Country: Samoa
Occupation
Senior Operations Assistant at Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), Samoa Dennis 

Meone

Graduation
• Bachelor of Arts in Economics and 

Public Management (2008), USP
Country: Solomon Islands
Occupation
Labour Mobility Engagement Manager
Pacific Labour Facility, Solomon Islands

 Joseph 
Hing

Graduation
• Postgraduate Diploma in Arts in Pacific 

Studies (2016), USP
• Trade Certificate in Graphic Design 

(2005), Fiji Institute of Technology 
School of Arts Culture and Design

• Foundation Studies, Science (2003), 
USP

Country: Fiji 
Occupation
Digital Communication and Engagement 
Officer at Pacific Community - SPC

Noeline 
Browne

Graduation
• Bachelor of Law (2016), USP
Country: Cook Islands
Occupation
Communications Advisor at the Ministry 
of Infrastructure & Planning
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your 
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Mater!

Or into the following Bank account with “Alumni Fund” in the narrative:

Name of Account: The University of the South Pacific
Main Account #: 9801283301
Bank:  Westpac Banking Corporation
Address: Suva Branch1 Thomson Street Suva FIJI
Branch/Swift code: WPACFJFX
BSP or IDN #: 039001

Online cntributions which can be made 
using the following link: 

www.usp.ac.fj/onlinepayment

twitter.com/USPAlumniwww.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin

Our professional network provides opportunities 
make new business contacts, obtain referrals, view 
professional profiles of other alumni and inform 
other USP alumni of your professional endeavours. 

Register Online:  
www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

Contact Details T: +679 3232914 E: alumni@usp.ac.fj 
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If you have any difficulty in ac-
cessing your Moodle shell, or any 
issue at all that may be preventing 
you from continuing your classes, 
please contact us.

Make
Education
Your
Priority

The continuous assessments in your courses are being designed flexibly, 
so it is not too late to resume. 

CALL FREE  
on 1568  

from any Digicel,  
Vodafone or  

Telecom Fiji phone

Email: helpdesk@student.usp.ac.fj;  
moodlehelp@usp.ac.fj  
or evonne.inia@usp.ac.fj

REGIONAL STUDENTS can contact their 
Campus Directors:  
www.usp.ac.fj/campuses for assistance.

Mondays – Fridays from 8am-8pm  
Saturday from 11am-4pm

USP CALL CENTRE

Be READY to fight #COVID19

ASPIRE
STUDY
ACHIEVE
CONTINUE WITH  
QUALITY TERTIARY 
EDUCATION HERE

USP - SHAPING 
PACIFIC FUTURES

T: 3231000 
E: helpdesk@usp.ac.fj

ENQUIRE NOW 
FOR SEMESTER 1, 2021
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