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USP HRAA NETWORK LAUNCHED

VICE-CHANCELOR & PRESIDENT VIDEO LOG LINK AND SUMMARY | https://youtu.be/wDq2fdoR-YU
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Alumni of The University of the South Pa-
cific’s (USP) Diploma in Leadership Gov-
ernance and Human Rights Alumni have 
formed a Human Rights alumni body and 
had a launch event on the 4 December 
2020 at the Faculty of Business and Eco-
nomics Post Graduate Lecture Theatre, 
Laucala Campus. 

The newly formed USP Human Rights 
Alumni Association (USP HRAA) will fa-
cilitate and serve as the pillar of human 
rights coordinating mechanism with the 
aim to advocate, educate and disseminate 
human rights, governance and leadership 
information.

The USP HRAA will focus on enhancing the 
capacity of regional students to advocate 
on these issues in the Pasifika context.

The USP HRAA leadership team comprises 
of the following USP alumni:

President Ms Asilika Masikolikoli, who 
completed her Undergraduate studies at 
USP in 2015, and her Postgraduate studies 
in 2019; Vice-President Mr Josaia Gone-
wai, who completed his Undergraduate 
studies at USP in 2016, his Postgraduate 
studies in 2018 & 2020 and his Masters 
in 2019; Secretary Selai Toganivalu, who 

completed his Undergraduate and Post-
graduate studies at USP in 2020; and 
Treasurer Vilisoni Inia, who completed his 
Undergraduate studies at USP in 2018, 
and his Masters in 2020.

USP Vice-Chancellor and President, Pro-
fessor Pal Ahluwalia, the chief guest 
at the launch event, congratulated the 
group for having the foresight to form 
an association that will empower USP 
students to become agents of positive 
change in their various communities.

“The launch is a testament of the dedica-
tion of staff, students and alumni of the 
School of Governance, Development and 
International Affairs,” he said.

“It reflects the great relationship be-
tween staff and students of the School, 
living beyond the classroom context, in-

spiring actors of change infused with the 
vision of advocating for human rights is-
sues that are affecting our Pacific.”

He added that the initiative was also an 
opportunity to reflect on the learning and 
achievements of the University.

“Most leaders at the helm of governments 
and NGOs in our region are alumni of this 
University and as your Association grows, 
you must realise that amongst you, you 
are networking with future leaders of the 
Pacific.

“Do build cohesive, constructive dialogue 
and relationships amongst yourselves 
and your Association to secure our Pacific 
now for the future,” he added.

Association President, Ms Masikolikoli 
said since its inception, the USP HRAA has 
been active in raising awareness and ad-
vocacy on issues relating to West Papua, 
and partnering with NGOs to advocate on 
human rights issues affecting the region.

The Association plans to begin its mem-
bership drive in January next year, and is 
encouraging everyone who is interested in 
Human Rights to join.

The USP HRRA is being supported in its ad-
vocacy work in the region by the Pacific Is-
lands Association Non-Governmental Or-
ganisation (PIANGO), the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights Pacific 
Region and members of the Youngsolwara 
Pacific.

We are looking forward to new members 
joining and contributing to the USP HRAA, 
and also for starting their own USP alumni 
groups. And we would like to wish you all 
a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New 
Year.

USP HRAA President Ms Asilika  
Masikolikoli
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Mr Charles Goundar, the Chief Executive Officer of Telecom Fiji is an alumnus of The University of the South Pacific (USP); where he obtained his Bachelor of Tech-nology Degree in 1998. 
Before entering the Telecommunications industry, Mr Goundar began his career as a Physics teacher at Natabua High School, a position he maintained for one academic year. As a Teacher, Mr Goundar learned patience and the value of impart-ing knowledge. Then in 1999 he joined Telecom Fiji’s Lautoka office as a gradu-ate trainee.

A firm believer in continuous growth and development, Charles applied him-self to many technical and non-tech-nical training programmes as well as programmes in leadership, strategy and  change management.
In 2003, he moved to Telecom Fiji Suva branch where he gained a tremendous amount of experience taking on various critical roles in technical, commercial, product management and business de-velopment, strategic, wholesale and in-ternational areas. 

He became Group Product Manager after three (3) years and was ultimately re-warded with the role of General Manager for Business, Sales and Retail, a role he made his own for seven years.

After over 20 years of experience in the Telecommunications field, in September 2018, Mr Goundar was appointed CEO of Telecom Fiji.

Being a firm believer of innovation, Charles took on the role at a time when the Telecommunications industry was rapidly changing and the market was fo-cusing more on digital phones and data rather than traditional services like voice  based services.
Mr Goundar thought he had left teaching behind when he made the switch from education to the Telecommunications in-dustry but under his leadership, Telecom is collaborating with Fijian tertiary insti-tutions by providing their guidance on in-dustry requirements so that institutions can tailor-make their courses to better suit the industry and arm future employ-ees with the right skills.

One thing that Mr Goundar has learnt in his career is that in order for any business venture to be successful, the people in-volved must be adequately trained, de-veloped and invested in.
“Getting people with the right expertise is probably one of the biggest challenge  right now,” says Charles.

Giving back to Fiji is one of the core principles that drives Mr Goundar who 

worked his way up the ranks in Telecom Fiji. “Our telecommunication services al-low people in remote areas to connect to Fiji and the rest of the world and this en-ables students to do research and study. This bridges the digital divide I believe, is the best investment anyone can make,” says Mr Goundar. “They also allow Fiji-ans to do business and remain in contact with loved ones around the world.” This is an example of a successful and inno-vative local company giving back to the people and an example for many others  to follow.
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The new Acting Director-General (DG) of 

the Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG) 

Secretariat based in Port Vila, Vanuatu is 

The University of the South Pacific (USP) 

alumnus George Hoa'au. He completed 

his Bachelor of Arts (History and Politics) 

in 2003, Postgraduate Diploma in Gov-

ernance in 2004, and is a PhD candidate. 

He was also a recipient of the USP Pacific 

Excellence Scholarship (Diplomacy and 

International Affairs).

Mr Hoa'au went on to complete Masters 

of International Law, at the Australian 

National University (on Australian Lead-

ership Award,2009), Advanced Securi-

ty Studies, at the Asia Pacific Centre for 

Security Studies, Hawaii, 2009; Graduate 

Diploma in Trade policy and World Trade 

Organisation (WTO) negotiation at the 

WTO Institute for Technical Cooperation, 

Geneva, Switzerland.

He joined the MSG in March 2020 as the 

Deputy Secretary-General and is excited 

by what the MSG can offer to its mem-

bers and the Pacific region. He will be in 

this acting capacity until leaders of the 

MSG members (Fiji, Solomon Islands, 

Vanuatu, Papua New Guinea and Front de 

Libération Nationale Kanak et Socialiste 

(FLNKS) - New Caledonia) appoint a new 

DG after the current COVID-19 travel re-

strictions are eased.

His current responsibilities include pro-

viding strategic leadership, thinking, 

management and planning, to include 

a few. "I have always wanted to work at 

the MSG as I want to contribute to this 

sub-region. So, I am blessed to be here 

and I enjoy the current work very much", 

Mr Hoa'au says. Mr Hoa’au said that he is 

blessed to be at the MSG and that he en-

joys the current work very much. He said 

some of the reasons he enjoys his current 

role is because firstly he has a fantastic 

team of very talented women and men, 

secondly that the outgoing DG, Ambassa-

dor Amena Yauvoli (from Fiji) has led the 

MSG to a position where its management 

and finances are very stable and finally, 

the commitment of Vanuatu as the host 

and MSG members to the MSG secretar-

iat, and the foundational goals for which 

it was established remains very strong.

Subsequently, he said that Port Vila with 

its beauty, nice people and its Melane-

sian culture make it a very good place 

for a job that requires deep thinking amid 

this current challenge as he enjoysas he 

resorts to deep thinking for solutions in 

times of uncertainty.

Mr Hoa'au also has advice for students 

and alumnus of USP, "Life makes or 

breaks you because of the way you think. 

You must work on your thinking every day. 

Love life and life will love you back. Com-

George Hoa'au

 I have 
always 

wanted to work 

at the MSG 

as I want to 

contribute to this 

sub-region."
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Success Stories

Alumna Pamela Augustine Rofeta from 
Malaita, Solomon Islands strived to fulfil 
both her and her grandfather’s dream by 
becoming a lawyer. 

Ms Rofeta graduated with a Bachelor 
of Law (LLB) from The University of the 
South Pacific (USP) in November this 
year. Before completing high school, she 
was not interested in becoming a lawyer, 
however, after finishing her high school 
studies she changed her mind and per-
severed to work hard in her Form Seven 
exams to secure an Australian Awards 
Scholarship to do Law at USP. Which she 
achieved.

Rofeta completed part of her prima-
ry school studies in Honiara and later 

transferred to Randwick Primary School 
in Lower Hutt, Wellington, New Zealand.

She then started her secondary stud-
ies in Year 9 in 2008 at the Hutt Valley 
High School in Lower Hutt, Wellington, 
New Zealand before going back to King 
George VI National Secondary School in 
Honiara.

In 2015, Ms Rofeta began her tertiary 
studies for a Bachelor of Law (LLB) in 
2015 at the University of the South Pacific 

in Emalus Campus in Vanuatu. 

She went on maternity leave in the first 
semester of her third year in 2017 and 
resumed studies in the second semester 
the same year. 

While studying in Vanuatu, she made 
sure to gain experience by working on 
internships in Honiara as well as in Port 
Vila. 

One of the challenges of her job is trying 
to balance her professional life with that 
of her personal one. Her advice to girls 
and young women out there is that if you 
have a dream or goal that you would like 
to pursue, you can achieve it because 
nothing is impossible if you commit 
yourself to it. “As long as you put time, 
and effort into it, you can fulfil it."

Rofeta’s future plan is to establish and 
make a name for herself in the legal pro-
fession and she is currently working as 
a Senior Crown Counsel at the Solomon 
Islands Attorney-General's Chambers.

Ms Rofeta was part of the eighteen (18) 
Solomon Islands Lawyers that took their 
oaths of admission before Chief Justice 
Sir Albert Palmer on November 6 2020. 
Seven (7) of the lawyers are working 
with private legal firms while the others 
are working with the Public Solicitor’s 
Office, Attorney General Chambers, Sol-
omon Islands Law Reform Commission, 
and Register General in Solomon Islands.

 The University would like to congratu-
late all those who have graduated and 
we wish you all the best with your future 
endeavours. 

 ALUMNA FULFILS GRANDFATHER'S DREAM

 “As long as you put 
time, and effort into 
it, you can fulfil it."
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Alumni Profile

What memories do you have of your 
University student life and what in-
spired you during your studies at USP? 

During my studies at USP, I appreciated 
every aspect of what USP offered me. I 
resided on campus so this included life, 
education, accommodation, helpful tu-
tors and peer mentors.

Why did you choose USP and your field 
of study? 

Studying at USP had always been my 
dream that came true, and so I was hap-
py to receive the opportunity. I knew that 
I would get the best education at USP. 
At the time, I was teaching at a special 
school with hearing and speech impair-
ment students and I thought of upgrad-
ing myself to a Diploma in Special and 
Inclusive Education so that I can better 
teach my students with new ideas and 
technologies.

How did USP prepare you in your ca-
reer? Describe your present job and 
what you enjoy about it.

USP prepared me well for the real chal-
lenges at my workplace. It gave me 
brighter ideas to identify and overcome 

problems faced in regards to teaching 
and learning for special needs students. 

Currently, I am a teacher at Ba School for 
Special Education and I absolutely love 
teaching my students using the innova-
tive ideas that I have learnt through my 
units at USP.

What literature or subscriptions would 
you recommend for graduates (books/
blogs/magazines)?

My recommendation would be that stu-
dents use online and digital technologies 
and resources to learn whatever they are 
interested in as it is quite accessible. 

Where do you see yourself in five (5) 
years (career and or personal goals)?

I would most definitely like to continue 
pursuing more in the same field, as I am 
passionate about teaching. I would also 
try my best to further my education.

Please share three tips that you think 
would be important for current stu-
dents and recent graduates that will 
help them start out on their career 
paths.

Three tips that I would like to recom-
mend are Hard Work, Determination and 
Commitment. These traits will surely 
bring you success.

What would you tell someone who's 
considering USP?

I would tell them that it is the right choice 
to join USP without any hesitation.

Nazia Shah, who has hearing impairment 
since birth graduated with a Diploma in 
Special and Inclusive Education and was 
a recipient of the USP Regional Disability 
Scholarship. 

She resides in Ba with her husband and 
three kids. She said her dream has al-
ways been to further her studies despite 
her disability from a very young age and 
her parents have always motivated her. 

Ms Shah, who is originally from Nawaka, 
Nadi said that she has faced a lot of ob-
stacles in life due to her disability. 

“Communicating with people was diffi-
cult for me in the beginning but with the 
help of interpreters, I was able to learn a 
lot and prosper in life,” she said. 

“My husband who is also hearing im-
paired has supported me throughout 
and motivated me to further my studies 
and help other children with disability.”

 

Nazia Salma Begum › FIJI

Programmes studied at USP:  
Diploma in Special and Inclusive Education (2020)

Ba School for Special Education

Ministry of Education, Fiji

 

“Communicating with people 
was difficult for me in the 

beginning but with the help of 
interpreters, I was able to learn 

a lot and prosper in life.”



Sabhan 
Shah

Graduation
• Bachelor of Education (1978), USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Retired Primary and Secondary School 
Teacher
Labasa Soccer Representative (1967-
1976)

Dr Claire 
Slatter 

Graduation
• Bachelor of Arts (1973), USP
• Masters, Australian National 

University
• Doctor of Philosophy, Massey 

University
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Founding member and Board Chair of 
Development Alternatives with Women 
(DAWN)
 Founding member of the Pacific Network on 
Understanding Oceania Globalisation (PANG)

Susan 
Sela

Graduation
• Diploma in Education (1980), USP
• Bachelor of Arts (1995), USP
• Postgraduate Diploma in Literature 

(1999), USP
• Master of Arts (2020), USP
• Postgraduate Diploma Arts (2020), 

USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Head-College of Arts, Pacific TAFE Arts & 
Humanities, USP

Dr Apolonia 
Tamata

Graduation
• Bachelor of Arts (1988), USP
• Masters in Linguistics (1994), 

University of Hawai'i
• Doctor of Philosophy (2007), USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Senior Culture and Heritage Specialist at 
iTaukei Trust Fund Board

Ritesh
 Singh

Graduation
• Diploma in Accounting Studies (1994), 

USP
• Bachelor of Arts (2001), USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation 
Managing Director of Pacific Operations 
& Chief Operating Officer ANZ Pacific, Fiji

Viliame 
Veretaki Savou

Graduation
• Diploma in Management Studies 

(2004), USP
• Bachelor of Arts (2005), USP
• Masters of Business Administration 

(2011), USP 
Country: Fiji
Occupation
General Manager Sales and Marketing at 
Fiji Sugar Corporation Limited

Belinda 
Fraser

Graduation 
• Bachelor of Arts (2000), USP
• Postgraduate Certificate (2018), USP
• Postgraduate Diploma (2019), USP
• Masters (2020), USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Communications Officer at the Fiji 
Women's Fund Seumanu 

Douglas Ngau 
Chun

Graduation
• Bachelor of Arts (2008), USP
Country: Samoa 
Occupation
General Manager High Performance at 
Samoa Rugby Union

Kimber 
Rilometo

Graduation
• Bachelor of Commerce (2018), USP
Country: Marshall Islands 
Occupation
Deputy General Manager at RMI 
Environmental Protection Authority

Rusiate 
Naulivou

Graduation
• Bachelor of Arts (2010), USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Resort Manager at Uprising Beach 
Resort
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Stay 
Connected 

to USP, 
your 

Alma 
Mater!

Or into the following Bank account with “Alumni Fund” in the narrative:

Name of Account: The University of the South Pacific
Main Account #: 9801283301
Bank:  Westpac Banking Corporation
Address: Suva Branch1 Thomson Street Suva FIJI
Branch/Swift code: WPACFJFX
BSP or IDN #: 039001

Online cntributions which can be made 
using the following link: 

www.usp.ac.fj/onlinepayment

twitter.com/USPAlumniwww.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin

Our professional network provides opportunities 
make new business contacts, obtain referrals, view 
professional profiles of other alumni and inform 
other USP alumni of your professional endeavours. 

Register Online:  
www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

Contact Details T: +679 3232914 E: alumni@usp.ac.fj 
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If you have any difficulty in ac-
cessing your Moodle shell, or any 
issue at all that may be preventing 
you from continuing your classes, 
please contact us.

Make
Education
Your
Priority

The continuous assessments in your courses are being designed flexibly, 
so it is not too late to resume. 

CALL FREE  
on 1568  

from any Digicel,  
Vodafone or  

Telecom Fiji phone

Email: helpdesk@student.usp.ac.fj;  
moodlehelp@usp.ac.fj  
or evonne.inia@usp.ac.fj

REGIONAL STUDENTS can contact their 
Campus Directors:  
www.usp.ac.fj/campuses for assistance.

Mondays – Fridays from 8am-8pm  
Saturday from 11am-4pm

USP CALL CENTRE

Be READY to fight #COVID19

Your University  
of the future

Tel: 3231000 www.usp.ac.fj 

Offers face-to-face & 
flexible learning and 
teaching, research 

on emerging global, 
regional & national 

issues and opportunity 
to innovate to become 

job creators. 

ENROL NOW  
for Semester 1, 2021
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