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Editorial  
  

Not only is this newsletter the last issue for the year but also the last issue to be printed. Starting from 2010 the 
newsletter will be published online only at www.usp.ac.fj/pimris  

The feature article for this issue, “Samoan Tsunami: September 29. 2009”, presents a summary of the post-tsunami 
assessment conducted by an international team which included six scientists from USP. The issue also includes a 
summary of the 14

th
 PIMRIS Steering Committee Meeting, as well as information about a number of international and 

regional training workshops that PIMRIS participants benefitted from. 

Several organizations in the Pacific, in addition to the University of the South Pacific and the Secretariat of the Pacific 
Community, were approved by FAO as eligible to receive free access to Aquatic Science and Fisheries Abstracts 
(ASFA) database (pp 10-11). 

Wishing you all a HAPPY NEW YEAR. 
Maria Kalenchits, PIMRIS Coordinator 
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We kindly request Fisheries Divisions 

in Pacific Island countries to deposit 

hard or soft copies of any of your 

publications (published or unpublished 

– reports, research papers, technical 

papers, etc.) with PIMRIS. The annual 

reports are especially important. The 

items will be added to the PIMRIS 

Library Collection and made available 

online (in full-text) through the 
PIMRIS Regional Repository. 
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Directory 
 

 

PIMRIS is a cooperative network of 
fisheries and marine resources libraries 
and information centres in the Pacific. 
Participants include ministerial libraries 
and the regional agencies listed below.  
For additional information contact the 
Coordination Unit or a specific agency. 
 

Pacific Regional Environmental 
Programme (SPREP) 
 Peter Murgatroyd 

Information Resource Centre Manager 
and PEIN Coordinator 

 peterm@sprep.org  
 www.sprep.org 
  
Secretariat of the Pacific Community 
(SPC) / Secrétariat général de la 
Communauté du Pacifique  

Aymeric Desurmont  
Fisheries Information Officer 
 /Conseiller en information halieutique 
   AymericD@spc.int & 

Eleanor Kleiber  
Librarian / Bibliothècaire 
EleanorK@spc.int 
www.spc.int 
 

Pacific Islands Applied Geoscience 
Commission (SOPAC) 

Dorene Naidu 
 Library Services Officer  
 Dorene@sopac.org 

www.sopac.org 
 

Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) 
Eddie Marahare 
Librarian 
Eddie.marahare@ffa.int  

http:///www.ffa.int 
 

University of the South Pacific (USP), 
PIMRIS Coordination Unit 
   Maria Kalenchits 
 Librarian/PIMRIS Coordinator 
   with 
 Jainul Ali & Sanjini Lata 
 Library Assistants 
 pimris@usp.ac.fj 
www.usp.ac.fj/library/pimris.htm 

  

New Faces, New Places 
 

 
David Sheppard 
started work as 
new SPREP 
director in October.  
He has over 30 
years experience in 
the conservation 
and environment 
field at the national, 
regional and 
international levels.  
This extensive 
experience involves 
working with more 
than 50 countries 
on a range of 
aspects relating to 
protected areas, 

conservation and natural resource management.   

Prior to beginning his term at the helm of SPREP, 
Mr. Sheppard was the Head of IUCN’s Programme 
on Protected Areas with responsibility for directing 
the International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) Global Programme on Protected Areas 
based in Switzerland.   

Source: www.sprep.org  

 
 
Ms. Anne Gibert, SPC Library Assistant resigned 
in August after working at SPC library for five and a 
half years. Ms. Stéphanie Watt, previously part-
time Library Assistant, is now the full time Library 
Assistant at SPC, responsible for fisheries 
subjects.  Mr. Fabien Malclès recently joined SPC 
library as the new part-time Library Assistant 
based in Noumea.   
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Samoan Tsunami: September 29, 2009 

By Edward Lovell 

 
The large tsunami that 
hit the Samoas and 
Niuatopatapu, Tonga, 
with devastating effect 
has highlighted the 
vulnerability of the 
Pacific Islands to the 
threat of such seismic 
disasters. Although 
infrequent, the intensity 
of this tsunami on 
coastal villages was 
catastrophic. It is 
estimated that about 
190 people lost their 
lives with many more 
injured.  149 died in 
Samoa, 32 fatalities in 
American Samoa and 9 
on Niuatoputapu, 
Tonga.  

Following the event, six scientists from The University of the South Pacific (USP) led by Prof. Thaman 
and including geographers, marine and social scientists joined the UNESC-IOC International Tsunami 
Survey Team Samoa (ITST Samoa) led by Dale Dominey-Howes of the Tsunami Research Centre at 
the University of New South Wales (UNSW).  The team comprised members from Australia, Fiji, 
French Polynesia, Italy, Japan, New Zealand, and the USA in collaboration with representatives from 
several ministries in the Government of Samoa.  They formed five groups focusing on Inundation and 
Wave Run-up; Tsunami Geology; Structural and Building Damage; Environment, Ecology and 
Biodiversity; Social Science. They were accommodated at the USP’s Alafua Campus where the Acting 
Campus Director, Ruby Va’a, catered for the varied needs of the scientists during the two-week 
period. 

The 7.6 earthquake was felt by all of Samoa on that Tuesday morning. Twelve minutes later, the first 
of three giant waves hit the south side of the islands with the devastation being particularly severe on 
the southeastern end of Upolu.  The village of Lalomanu was razed to the ground by a succession of 
waves. Water cascaded through the village leaving only fale and house foundations, and twisted 
debris of household goods, building material and vegetation.  Mats could be seen hanging from the 
power lines. The maximum wave was estimated at 8 metres height with the successive waves rushing 
up the mountain slopes much higher.  The successive waves picked up increasingly more debris of  

Fig. 1.  Image of the tsunami wave heights as they radiate across the Pacific. 

   West Coast & Alaska Tsunami Warning Center (wcatwc.arh.noaa.gov) 

Fig. 2.  Remains of the village of Lalomanu 
which was flattened by the force of the waves.   

 

Fig. 3.  A coastal house is left in ruins. 
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roofing, walls and the many 
household items, making for a 
swirling lethal mixture, for 
anyone consumed by its power. 

As the waves converged on the 
villages, fortune played an 
important role in protection by 
coastal features such as high 
ground or offshore islands.  The 
most seriously affected areas 
were Aleipata, Lepã and Falealili 
Districts. Particularly hard hit 
were the beachside resorts on 
the eastern end of the south 
coast.   

Satitoa Village was particularly 
impacted with the convergence 
of waves refracted by offshore 
islands.  A surging wave of 
~5.7m height overwhelmed 
houses and vehicles, pushing 
them into the mangrove forest.  
In some areas, the waves 
penetrated inland 400m from the 
tide line. 

Underwater, the corals fared no 
differently, with extensive 
damage to the back reef area 
and piles of broken coral 
fragments & rubble evident from 
the force of the waves.    
Displaced larger colonies were 
considered as a main source of 
damage through abrasion and 
impact.   

Though widespread damage was 
apparent, many of the coral 
colonies remained unaffected 
due to the protection from reef 
walls and pinnacles.  Many of the 
broken coral fragments are likely 
to regenerate. The seaward reef 
flat adjacent to the reef margin 
showed little impact with an 
expected level of coral diversity 
intact.  This was considered to 
be the result of the normal wave 
environment with occasional 
large surf, where successful 
colonies have robust forms and 
reef attachment.  

51 turtles were washed ashore, 
with numbers being tagged and 
later released as part of Samoas 
turtle conservation program. 

Fig. 4.  Concrete was no match for the tidal waves. 

 

 Fig. 7.  Coral fragments form a jumbled pile at the entrance of a 
channel where the force of the wave entered the lagoon. 
 

Fig. 6.  A bank of broken 
branching coral with roofing 
material offshore from Lalomanu.  

Fig. 5.  Debris was left piled up into the mangroves, inland 
from the coastal village. 
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14th PIMRIS Steering Committee Meeting 
 

by Maria Kalenchits, PIMRIS Coordinator 
 

 
 
Photo: Meeting participants. Front Row, Left to Right: Hiroyuki Yanagawa (JICA, Fiji), Theresia Alesa Sepe 
(Papua New Guinea), Posa Skelton (PACINET, Fiji), Vina Ram-Bidesi (USP, Fiji), Eleanor Kleiber (SPC, New 
Caledonia), Sin Joan Yee (USP, Fiji), Priscilla Maigu (Papua New Guinea), Mwabwa Raurenti (Kiribati), 
Shalendra Singh (Fiji) 

Second Row, Left to Right: Joeli Veitayaki (USP, Fiji), Raikaon Tumoa (Kiribati), Maria Kalenchits (PIMRIS CU, 
Fiji), Jainul Ali (PIMRIS CU, Fiji), Peter Murgatroyd (SPREP, Samoa), Aymeric Desurmont (SPC, New 
Caledonia), Ataban Kapule (Solomon Islands), Dorene Naidu (SOPAC, Fiji) 

Missing from the photo are: Aifiti Viane (Samoa), Tapeka Daniela (Cook Islands), Samuela Nakalevu (SPC, Fiji). 

 
Marine information professionals, librarians and people in charge of fisheries libraries from the region 
(as well as a number of observers) came together at the University of the South Pacific (USP), in Fiji 
on 24 September to attend the 14

th
 Pacific Islands Marine Resources Information System (PIMRIS) 

Steering Committee Meeting. Participants came from seven Pacific Island countries and territories, 
including Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, New Caledonia, Papua New Guinea, Samoa and Solomon 
Islands. 

PIMRIS was established more than two decades ago with the aim of improving access to information 
on marine resources in the Pacific Islands region. PIMRIS participants come from ministerial or 
departmental libraries from most Pacific Island countries and territories, as well as four regional 
agencies: 1) the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP), based in Apia, Samoa; 2) the  
Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA), based in Honiara, Solomon Islands; 3) the Secretariat of the Pacific 
Community (SPC), based in Noumea, New Caledonia; and 4) the Pacific Islands Applied Geoscience 
Commission (SOPAC), based in Suva, Fiji. The PIMRIS Coordination Unit is based in the Division of 
Marine Studies, at USP in Fiji. 

PIMRIS Steering Committee meetings are held biannually to evaluate activities completed during the 
intersessional period and to decide on future plans and priorities.  

.  Coral fragments form a jumbled pile 
at the entrance of a channel where the force 
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This year’s reports and discussions were framed around 
the topic “from a print to a digital environment”, and 
emphasised a need to preserve locally produced 
documents in digital format for each fisheries department 
in the region. Starting in 2009 in the framework of ODIN 
(Ocean Data and Information Network) - PIMRIS project, 
PIMRIS participants from five pilot countries — Cook 
Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Samoa and Solomon Islands — 
have been involved in establishing institutional 
repositories in their fisheries departments. The project is 
supported by the International Oceanographic Data and 
Information Exchange Programme (IODE) of UNESCO’s 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission. As a 
result of collective efforts by PIMRIS agency participants 
and staff of the IODE Project Office, the Pacific Islands 
Marine Portal (http://www.pimrisportal.org) was 
established earlier this year as part of this project. The 
portal contains news, articles and directories of websites 
relevant to Pacific fisheries and to the coastal and marine 
environments of the Pacific region. The portal is 
administered jointly by all PIMRIS stakeholders and is 
hosted by UNESCO’s IODE.  

The PIMRIS Coordination Unit also reported on the establishment of two new digital collections — the 
USP Aquatic Repository for documents on marine and aquatic studies produced by USP, and the 
PIMRIS Regional Repository for published and unpublished documents produced by fisheries 
departments in the region. SPC, SPREP and SOPAC participants reported on developments of their 
own digital libraries. 

Establishing a sustainable funding mechanism was discussed during the meeting as one of the most 
critical issues for PIMRIS. It was noted that all PIMRIS stakeholder agencies (i.e. FFA, SPC, 
SPREP, SOPAC and USP) should consider joint multilateral funding for PIMRIS regional activities. 
Including PIMRIS regional activities into SPC and SPREP projects funded by the European Union 
was recommended, and the possibility of writing joint funding proposals to donor agencies (e.g. New 
Zealand Agency for International Development and Australian Agency for International 
Development) was discussed. 

 

A list of standing orders, recommendations and actions for the coming intersessional period was 
agreed on. The next PIMRIS Steering Committee Meeting is scheduled to be held in Suva, Fiji in 
2011. 

Original source: SPC Fisheries Newsletter No. 129  - May/August 2009. Reproduced with permission. 

 

Photo: Joeli Veitayaki (Associate Professor at the  
Division of Marine Studies, SIO, FSTE, USP) 
giving a welcome speech. 
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ODIN-PIMRIS E-repository Training Workshop 

17-21 August 2009, USP, Suva, Fiji 
 

Photo: E-repository 
Training Workshop 
participants, Left to 
Right: Maria Kalenchits 
(PIMRIS CU), Dorene 
Naidu (SOPAC), 
Eleanor Kleiber (SPC), 
Peter Murgatroyd 
(SPREP), Tapeka 
Daniela (Ministry of 
Marine Resources, 
Cook Is.), Ataban 
Kapule (Ministry of 
Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Solomon Is.), 
Mwaba Raurenti 
(Fisheries Division, 
Kiribati), Jainul Ali 

(PIMRIS CU), Shalendra Singh (Fisheries Division, Fiji), Aifiti Viane (Fisheries Division, Samoa), Lusiana Ravuvu 
(USP, Fiji), Ela Qica (USP, Fiji). Missing from photo: Judith Titoko (USP, Fiji). 
 

An E-repository Training Workshop was organized by the PIMRIS Coordination Unit at USP, Suva, Fiji 
in the framework of the ODIN-PIMRIS project to provide participants with the necessary knowledge 
and basic practical skills of maintaining an institutional repository as well as using and contributing to 
the Pacific Islands Marine Portal. 

Documents produced by marine and fisheries departments in the Pacific region are extremely valuable 
to the long-term development of the region. However they are often published in very limited quantities 
and can be very difficult to access. These documents are also at the highest risk of being lost due to 
such factors as natural disasters, departure of staff, computer crashes, etc. 

The establishment of electronic 
repositories in marine and 
fisheries departments in Pacific 
Island countries will contribute 
to preservation of the output of 
the organization (published and 
unpublished documents such 
as annual reports, project 
reports, research papers, etc.) 
in digital format and will 
increase regional awareness 
on the work done by 
departments. 

Participants from five Pacific 
Island countries – Cook 
Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands – attended 
this five-day training workshop. 
In addition to lecture sessions 
on Greenstone software and the peculiarities of maintaining a digital collection, all the participants had 
an opportunity to practice scanning and enriching digital documents with metadata.  

Back in their home countries most of the participants applied their newly obtained skills to establish 
their departmental repositories. The PIMRIS Coordination Unit has also scheduled expert visits to 
fisheries departments in order to provide assistance with the initial input to digital collections.  
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IODE Training Course on Digital Asset Management 
 

By Eddie Marahare, FFA Librarian 

 

 
Photo: Participants of the DAM Training Course in front of the Project Office for IODE, Oostende, Belgium. 
Rightmost E. Marahare (editor’s note) 

The Training Course on Digital Asset Management (DAM) was organized by the UNESCO/IOC Project 
Office for IODE and hosted in Oostende, Belgium from 2

nd
 to 7

th
 of October 2009. 

The DAM course has been introduced to help marine information managers as a part of the 
International Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange Programme (IODE) of the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO.  

I was privileged to attend the training course after I was awarded a scholarship by the IODE Project 
office in August 2009. The scholarship included the meeting of course fees, air tickets, 
accommodation & living allowance. 

The DAM course attracted 19 participants from marine libraries and information centres mostly from 
developing countries around the world.  

The Digital Asset Management (DAM) Workshop gave participants the opportunity to explore a wide 
array of topics typically associated with a DAM infrastructure.  

Topics relevant to content creation, asset management, and dissemination were presented during the 
workshop.  Over the course of four days participants had the opportunity to evaluate each topic area 
presented and develop an assessment tool based on the asset management needs of the sample 
items brought to the workshop.  

Several case studies were presented throughout the course and participants interacted with others 
who have similar asset management needs.  Enterprise DAM is a very broad topic where 
infrastructure development in most cases requires careful assessment of the types of assets created, 
the ways in which they are used, and careful lifecycle management planning as these issues relate to 
a specific community of users. 

Other related information about the course details and resources is available at: 
http://hosting1.iode.org/moodle/course/view.php?id=100  
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The digital asset management training course was an opportunity to learn and have in depth 
knowledge on the new subject. The UNESCO/IOC project for IODE has introduced this course for the 
first time to give marine librarians an opportunity to explore DAM and its associated topics. It is 
important to look at the management aspects as more digital assets are created with the advance of 
DAM infrastructure development in the marine science community. 
 
I am optimistic that with the new knowledge and skills acquired I will be able to improve digital 
information/documents management in my organisation (Forum Fisheries Agency). Furthermore, 
training assistance contributed to Forum Fisheries Agency will benefit all the partners of the PIMRIS 
network. 

Finally, I would like to thank the IODE Project Office once again for the sponsorship and pledge that 
this assistance will go a long way to contribute to the overall improvement of marine information 
management and research in the Pacific Islands region. 
 

 

IODE Training Course on Website Development 
 
 

 
Photo: Participants of the Training Course, IOC Project Office for IODE, Oostende, Belgium. Ms. Emeline 
Taufalele, second from right. 

 
Ms. Emeline Langitoto Taufalele from Tonga Fisheries Library was sponsored by IODE to attend the 
Training Course on Website Development held in IOC Project Office for IODE, Oostende, Belgium 
from 15-26 June 2009. 

The course duration was two weeks and it consisted of two parts. During the first week a common 
course for Marine Data and Information Center website was run. Some of the topics included in the 
program covered the use of open-source website editing software, creation of static HTML websites 
for  Marine Data and Information website, adding graphics to the website, strategic planning and user 
needs analysis, etc. During the second week the group was split in two separate groups (marine 
information and marine data professionals). Trainees from marine libraries learned to implement 
specific items and tools in the library or information centre website.  

“This training course was very helpful in terms of developing professional skills and gaining new 
knowledge on how to design an efficient website for the library” said Emeline after coming back to 
Tonga from Belgium. She is currently working on developing a website for the library.  

“This was also an excellent opportunity for me to establish new professional contacts as well as to 
experience a new country environment and different climate”. Emeline sincerely thanks IODE staff and 
trainers for the excellent organization of the training course. 
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ASFA – Aquatic Science and Fisheries Abstracts 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Good news came recently from the ASFA Secretariat at Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO). The Secretariat has agreed to provide free access to the database to several 
Pacific organizations in the framework of the ASFA LIFDC (Low Income Food Deficit Countries) 
project: 

• Fisheries Division, Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources Development (Kiribati) 
• Nauru Fisheries and Marine Resources Authority (Nauru) 
• Bureau of Marine Resources, Ministry of Resources and Development (Palau) 
• SPREP (Samoa) 
• Fisheries Division, Ministry of Natural Resources Development (Tuvalu) 
• Department of Fisheries (Vanuatu) 

Contact persons in those countries will be contacted by ASFA Secretariat shortly. 

The PIMRIS Coordination Unit and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community are ASFA international 
partners responsible for identifying aquatic documents published in the Pacific region, preparing 
bibliographic citations, writing/editing abstracts and choosing the indexing terms. As an entitlement, 
PIMRIS and SPC are provided with access to the ASFA database. Both, PIMRIS and SPC, perform 
searches for PIMRIS participants upon request. If you work in the region and are interested in 
aquatic information do not hesitate to contact your local fisheries library or the PIMRIS Coordination 
Unit directly at pimris@usp.ac.fj . 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA) – is one of the premier sources of 
aquatic information. Input to the ASFA Database (i.e. the bibliographic references) is 
prepared by the international network of ASFA Partners, who are together responsible for 
the monitoring of more than 5000 serial publications as well as books, reports, 
conference proceedings, and grey literature. Started in 1971, the database contains more 
than 1.3 million bibliographic references by now and this number continuously grows. 

The FAO/ASFA project initiative to supply the ASFA Bibliographic Database (free of 
charge) to institutes in Low Income Food Deficit Countries (LIFDC) is an attempt to 
provide access to the ASFA database to those Institutes that cannot join ASFA and/or 
that cannot afford the commercial subscription price to ASFA. Eligibility to benefit from 
this project initiative is limited to institutes in LIFDC countries. The project began in 1999 
and was originally limited to providing only the ASFA CD-ROM to institutes only in Africa. 
The project was subsequently enlarged to include all LIFDC countries and also to include 
access to the ASFA database via Internet .  

 
ASFA major areas of coverage 

include: 
o Aquaculture 
o Aquatic organisms 
o Aquatic pollution 
o Brackish water environments 
o Conservation 
o Environmental quality 
o Fisheries 
o Freshwater environments 
o Limnology 
o Marine biotechnology 
o Marine environments 
o Meteorology 
o Oceanography 
o Policy and legislation 
o Wildlife management 
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ASFA Advisory Board Meetings are 
held annually to discuss progress over 
the year as well as various technical 
issues and Trust Fund proposals. ASFA 
meetings bring together ASFA 
Secretariat, publishers and partners from 
over the world. The 2009 ASFA Advisory 
Board meeting was held in the National 
Institute of Oceanography, Dona Paula, 
Goa (India) from 7-11 September 2009. 
The PIMRIS Coordinator attended the 
meeting and presented PIMRIS and SPC 
intersessional reports. 

The ASFA Board recommended that 
ASFA partners prepare more ASFA 
records for “grey literature” that was 
freely available on-line and include the     

URL address. 

  
 

 
 
 
For over 20 years under the senior editorship of the late Elisabeth Mann Borgese, the Ocean 
Yearbook has published leading edge articles, reports and reference materials devoted to the issues 
and concerns affecting the world’s oceans. Marine biologists, oceanographers, and specialists in 
foreign policy, ocean development, coastal zone management, international law, and strategic studies 
around the world have found the Ocean Yearbook an invaluable tool for research on this vital global 
resource. Editorship of the Ocean Yearbook is a cooperative effort of the International Ocean Institute 
and the Marine & Environmental Law Institute at Dalhousie Law School. Published previously by the 
University of Chicago Press, the Ocean Yearbook is published by Martinus Nijhoff, an imprint of Brill. 
The Ocean Yearbook editors are now inviting submissions for Volume 25. Articles on one or more of 
the following topics will be considered for publication:  

Issues and Prospects - Ocean Governance - Living Resources of the Ocean - 
Non-living Ocean Resources - Transportation and Communications - Environment and Coastal 

Management - Maritime Security - Military Activities - Regional Developments 
Training and Education - Polar Issues 

Manuscripts should be between 4,000 and 20,000 words in length, written in English, typed and 
doubled-spaced on letter-size (A4 or 8.5 x 11) paper, with full bibliographic citations in the form of 
Chicago style footnotes. Citation guidelines can be viewed at 
 http://as01.ucis.dal.ca/wag/template/uploads/law/oybguidelines.pdf  or will be sent on request from 
the editorial office at Ocean.Yearbook@dal.ca. Please note that manuscripts are refereed before 
acceptance. While every effort is made to respond rapidly to authors, the review process can take 
several months. Authors are responsible for securing in advance of submission any copyright 
clearances necessary for the publication of their work. The deadline for submission for Volume 25 
is March 31, 2010. Please submit manuscripts or any inquiries to the Co-Editor at the address below.  

Contact Information: Scott Coffen-Smout, Co-Editor Ocean Yearbook Marine & Environmental Law 
Institute Dalhousie Law School Dalhousie University 6061 University Avenue Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
B3H 4H9 Tel: +1 902 494-3495 Fax: +1 902 494-1316 E-mail: ocean.yearbook@dal.ca 
 
Student Prize 2010: The Ocean Yearbook has an annual competition for students writing research 
papers on marine affairs subjects.  The deadline for submission of student papers is May 15, 2010.  
More details online http://law.dal.ca/Files/MEL_Institute/OYB/OYB_2009/Student_Prize_2010.pdf 

 
Source: Dalhousie University website  

 

 Ocean Yearbook Call For Papers – Volume 25 
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News from the region 
 

Countries agree on Pacific fish pact  

Agreement was reached last week on a new organisation to manage South 
Pacific fisheries.  

Fisheries Minister Phil Heatley announced a new convention text had been 
agreed which would create a regional fisheries management organisation to 
manage non-highly-migratory fisheries in the high seas. 

The organisation would manage deep sea fish stocks such as orange roughy and pelagic species 
such as jack mackerel, Mr Heatley said. 

More than 20 countries have been meeting last week in Auckland to establish the South Pacific 
Regional Fisheries Management Organisation (SPRFMO). 

“This new convention is a key milestone in sustainable management of South Pacific fisheries,” Mr 
Heatley said. “It sets out how the fisheries of the South Pacific will be managed and addresses one of 
the world's last remaining governance gaps for high seas fisheries. “The area of the high seas for 
which the commission will be responsible will be the largest to be managed by any regional fisheries 
management organisation.” 

New Zealand will host the commission secretariat. The commission will not govern tuna and other 
highly migratory species, which are managed by the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 
Commission. 

Participants also agreed new interim measures to prohibit deepwater gillnetting on the high seas. Mr 
Heatley said unchecked use of nets in deepwater resulted in lost gear which could continue to “ghost 
fish" for a long time. 

The existing interim measures on pelagic fisheries, which expire at the end of 2009, were also 
replaced. “We are disappointed that states could not agree on stronger measures for the jack 
mackerel fishery adjacent to South American waters,” Mr Heatley said. “But we are hopeful that 
stronger action will be taken in line with scientific advice.” 

Source: STUFF NZ/PACNEWS, 16/11/2009 

 
Key fisheries meetings outcomes – US Treaty, Billfish Committee and SPRFMO  

By Anouk Ride  

The regional headquarters of FFA, Honiara, Solomon Islands, hosted the Special Pacific Islands 
Parties Internal Meeting on 28 October and the 1st Renegotiation Session of the Multilateral 
Treaty on Fisheries Between Certain Governments of the Pacific Island States and the 
Government of the United States of America (commonly referred to as the "US Treaty") from 29-30 
October 2009. 

Initial exchanges of views and discussions were positive. The Pacific Island Parties and the US 
expressed a shared interest in renegotiation on three key elements - licensing arrangements including 
financial and economic aspects, the fishing opportunities available to US flagged vessels and the 
duration of an extension of the Treaty arrangements which are due to expire in June 2013. 

The US Treaty first started in 1987 and it has been renewed on two occasions, with the last renewal in 
2003 and to run for 10 years until 2013. The US Treaty enables US purse seine fishing vessels to fish 
in the waters of the 16 Pacific Island Parties which are: Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of 
Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, 
Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. 

The Pacific Island Parties and the US have also agreed that they continue the renegotiation based on 
an established timetable that aims to complete the renegotiation by March 2012, one year before the 
actual expiry of the current Treaty arrangement.  The FFC Sub-Committee on South Pacific Tuna 
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and Billfish Fisheries (SC-SPTBF) has been considering short and long term management 
objectives and options for the longline fisheries targeting albacore, swordfish and striped marlin. The 
SC-SPTBF met in Honiara, Solomon Islands, on 27 & 31 October 2009 and agreed: 

• To include other contributing factors such as economics and oceanography in analyses of South 
Pacific Albacore Tuna, Swordfish and Striped Marlin conservation and management measures; 

• To progress quantitative analyses on stock contraction (e.g. Bigeye Tuna) and impact of illegal 
fishing; 

• To recommend to FFC and WCPFC give high priority to a research program and stock assessment 
of swordfish, particularly the South-Central Pacific Swordfish Stock Assessment (not formally 
assessed at this stage) 

• To propose amendments to the WCPFC Swordfish Conservation and Management Measure 
(CMM2008-05) including to maintain current catch limits 

• To progress current work on the South Pacific Albacore and Swordfish Plan including suggested 
improvements identified by the Committee. 

Chair Peter Graham of the Cook Islands, thanked delegates for their participation and inputs. He also 
announced that following past decisions, Fiji will be the new chair for the group when Cook Islands 
concludes its chairmanship role in May 2010. 

A regional workshop on the South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management was held in Nadi, Fiji 
from 21-23 October to prepare FFA members for future SPRFMO consultations. Although the 
workshop was sought by the Forum Fisheries Committee, it supports Forum Leaders decisions made 
since 2005 calling for the development of an appropriate legal framework to manage deep sea bottom 
trawling to protect biodiversity in the high seas. International negotiations are being held on this body 
intended to apply to straddling and discrete high seas fisheries (such as jack mackerel and orange 
roughy) and associated ecosystems of the South Pacific. The northern boundary of the area of 
governance of the proposed body is yet to be determined. More information on this potential 
organisation can be found on http://www.southpacificrfmo.org/background-information/ 

FFA participants in this regional workshop recommended: 
• cooperation and coordination between Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission, 

SPRFMO and other relevant organisations including the streamlining of meeting schedules; 
• amendments to the draft agreement to fully recognize the special requirements of small island 

developing states including participation in fishing activity; 
• that the northern boundary of the area to be covered by the proposed body include all high seas 

areas adjacent to the national waters of FFA members; 
• FFA and SPC continue to provide technical and other assistance to FFA members involved in the 

international negotiations and the future work of the SPRFMO. 

The eighth international consultation on the establishment of the South Pacific RFMO will be held from 
8-14 November 2009 in Auckland, New Zealand.  

Source: Forum Fisheries Agency website. Posted 3 November 2009 

 
Guam reefs included in $7.2M joint protection effort 

By Jeff Marchesseault 

GUAM - As a U.S. territory, Guam is among Pacific Islands included in a 
multimillion-dollar joint effort to protect American reefs from the harmful 
effects of climate change, overfishing, and land-based pollution. 

In what amounts to a sustainable resources project, the U.S. Department 
of Commerce's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the nonprofit Nature 
Conservancy will each contribute $3.6 million to defend the health of coral reef ecosystems in the 
Caribbean, Florida, Hawaii and the Pacific Islands. 

NOAA and the Conservancy recognize that sustainable commerce and development must be at the 
core of the nation's business if we are to improve environmental degradation, shore up depleted 
resources, and continue to derive the invaluable benefits of our natural resources. 

Source: Guam News Factor, 01 November 2009 
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New  Publications 

 
Report of the FAO/RECOFI Regional Workshop to Combat Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 
Fishing. Muscat, Oman, 30 March-2 April 2009 - FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Report No. 903 - 
Rome, 2009, 36 pp., A4, Pb - ISBN 978-92-5-106305-7 - ISSN 2070-6987 - I0917/E - FAO110420 - 
USD 15.00 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/012/i0917e/i0917e00.htm  
Abstract - The objective of the Workshop was to develop national capacity and promote regional 
coordination so that countries would be better placed to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated 
(IUU) fishing activities, including through the development and implementation of relevant international 
fisheries instruments, taking appropriate measure at regional level and elaborating national plans of 
action to combat IUU fishing.  

 
International guidelines for the management of deep-sea fisheries in the high seas - Rome, 
2009, 90 pp., A5, Pb, Trilingual, (En/Fr/Es) - ISBN 978-92-5-006258-7 - TC/M/I0816/Tri - FAO110367 - 
USD 16.00 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/011/i0816t/i0816t00.htm  
Abstract - These guidelines were developed through a participatory process involving fisheries 
experts, fishery managers from governments, the fishing industry, academia and non-governmental 
and intergovernmental organizations. They are voluntary and constitute an instrument of reference to 
help in formulating and implementing appropriate measures for the management of deep-sea fisheries 
in the high seas.  
 
Code of Practice for Fish and Fishery products. First edition. FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius - 
Rome, 2009, 152 pp., B5, Pb - ISBN 978-92-5-105914-2 - ISSN 0259-2916 - TC/M/A1553/E - FAO 
110375 - US$ 30.00 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/011/a1553e/a1553e00.htm  
Abstract - The Code of Practice for fish and fishery products is intended for all those engaged in the 
handling, production, storage, distribution, export, import and sale of fish and fishery products. The 
Code will help in attaining safe and wholesome products that can be sold on national or international 
markets and meet the requirements of the Codex Standards. The Code is a work in progress and a 
number of appendixes remain under development. This first printed edition contains revisions to the 
texts adopted by the Codex Alimentarius Commission up to 2008. Also published in French and in 
Spanish.  
 
Abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear. by: Macfadyen, G., Huntingdon, T., Cappell, 
R. FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Technical Paper No. 523 Rome, 2009, 136 pp., A4, Pb ISBN 978-
92-5-106196-1 ISSN 2070-7010 TC/M/I0620/E. FAO110081 USD 38.00. 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/i0620e/i0620e.pdf 
Abstract - Abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) is a problem that is 
increasingly of concern. This report, undertaken by the UNEP and FAO, reviews the magnitude and 
composition of the problem, and presents factors leading to ALDFG as well as their impacts. The 
report profiles measures already considered to stem the problem and includes a number of 
recommendations for future action.  
 
Information and knowledge sharing. FAO Technical Guidelines for Responsible Fisheries No. 12 
Rome, 2009, 116 pp., A5, Pb ISBN 978-92-5-106186-2 ISSN 1020-5292 TC/M/I0587/E FAO110069 
USD 17.00. ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/i0587e/i0587e00.pdf  
Abstract - These guidelines provide a special focus on information and knowledge sharing and its 
current and potential role in supporting implementation of the Code of Conduct for Responsible 
Fisheries. They highlight the issues involved for individuals and organizations to have access to the 
information they need and, as importantly, to share their own information and knowledge with others. 
Particular attention is paid to the needs of developing countries, many of which continue to express 
concern that the lack of access to timely, relevant and accurate information is a serious constraint to 
the implementation of the Code.  
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Safety practices related to small fishing vessel stability. By: Gudmundsson, A. FAO Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Technical Paper No. 517 Rome, 2009, 60 pp., B5, spiralbound ISBN 978-92-5-106202-9 
ISSN 2070-7010 TC/M/I0625/E FAO110082 USD 22.00. 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/011/i0625e/i0625e00.htm 
Abstract – This document introduces some basic principles of the stability of small fishing vessels and 
provides simple guidance on what fishing vessel crews can do to maintain adequate stability for their 
vessels. It is not intended to be a complete course on fishing vessel stability. The publication is aimed 
at fishers and their families, fishing vessel owners, boat builders, competent authorities and others 
who are interested in the safety of fishing vessels and fishers. It may also serve as a guide for those 
concerned with training in matters of safety of fishing vessels. 
 
A Fishery Manager's Guidebook (Second edition) Edited by: Kevern L. Cochrane, Serge M. Garcia 
Oxford, 2009, 536 pp., B5, Hardcover ISBN Wiley-Blackwell: 978-1-4051-7085-7 ISBN FAO: 978-92-
5-105963-0 USD 195.00 
Abstract - (Co-published with, and available from, Wiley-Blackwell - not available from FAO). Proper 
fisheries management is essential for the future of hundreds of millions of people worldwide, and 
involves a complex and wide-ranging set of tasks. This book brings together a number of experts, 
whose chapters interlink to cover the major components of fisheries management, from small-scale, 
artisanal fisheries in developing countries to technology-intensive, large-scale fisheries in developed 
countries. Primarily aimed at those charged with over-seeing and implementing fisheries management, 
at regional, national, local or individual level, this practical, multi-disciplinary guide will also be useful to 
the many other types of individuals participating in different tasks and components of management: 
fishers, managers of fishing companies, conservationists, natural scientists, economists, social 
scientists, lawyers and others.  

New Arrivals to PIMRIS Library 

 

Encyclopedia Of Marine Science (Series - Science Encyclopedia).  
By C. Reid Nichols & Robert G. Williams 

This comprehensive new encyclopedia explores the principal areas and 
issues of this core science discipline in more than 600 entries, 20 essays, 
and more than 200 black-and-white photographs and line illustrations. It 
brings together information on marine science from its component and 
affiliate sciences, along with information on technology, commerce, 
business, society, history, and more. Spanning 1872 to the present, this 
resource concentrates on developments since World War II, including 
organizations, people, concepts, and laws of international or regional 
importance. 
 

 
State of the World’s Oceans.  
By Michelle Allsopp, Richard Page, Paul Johnston & David Santillo 

This book provides a contemporary overview of the world’s oceans. It 
identifies and describes the various problems which continue to threaten 
environmental quality and biodiversity, ranging from overfishing to the 
complex changes which could take place as a result of global climate 
change. Written by scientists working at the Greenpeace Research 
Laboratories at the University of Exeter in the UK, it is based upon the 
latest published scientific information. It draws upon the considerable and 
unique experience of Greenpeace as an organisation working on a 
diverse array of marine conservation issues at the international scale. 
The book is designed to serve a wide readership, both as a source of 
reliable information and as an introduction to the wide literature which 
exists on marine conservation issues. It is designed to be accessible by 
those pursuing academic studies as well as those with a more general 
interest in the factors which are shaping our oceans.  
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Conference Notices 

 
 

30 Jan 2010 Tuna Workshop. In conjunction with Seafood Summit 2010. Paris, France. 
http://www.seafoodchoices.org/seafoodsummit/program.php#Tuna  

31 Jan – 2 Feb 2010 Seafood Summit 2010: Challenging Assumptions in a Changing World. 
Paris Marriott Rive Gauche Hotel & Conference Center, Paris, France. 

1-5 Mar 2010 Sustainable = Profitable Aquaculture 2010. San Diego, California, USA 
https://www.was.org/WasMeetings/meetings/Default.aspx?code=AQ2010  

12-13 Apr 2010 International Symposium on Coastal Zones and Climate Change: 
Assessing the Impacts and Developing Adaptation Strategies. Monash 
University, Gippsland, Churchill, Victoria, Australia. 
http://www.monash.edu.au/cemo/czcc2010/   

3-7 May 2010 Global Oceans Conference 2010: Ensuring Survival, Preserving Life, 
Improving Governance. Oceans, Climate, Biodiversity: From Copenhagen 
2009 to Nagoya 2010. UNESCO, Paris, France. 
http://www.globaloceans.org/planning/pdf/GOC5_Leaflet_English.pdf  

17-20 May 2010 61
st
 Tuna Conference. Lake Arrowhead, California. USA. 

http://www.tunaconference.org/   

23-26 May 2010 Australasian Aquaculture 2010 International Conference and Trade Show. 
Hotel Grand Chancellor Hobart, Tasmania, Australia. 
http://www.australian-aquacultureportal.com/austaqua/aa10.html  

26-28 May 2010 ICFAS 2010: International Conference on Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences. 
Tokyo, Japan. http://www.waset.org/conferences/2010/tokyo/icfas/  

1-5 Jun 2010 Pacific Congress on Marine Science and Technology. University of Hawai’i 
at Hilo, Hilo, Hawaii, USA. http://blog.hawaii.edu/pacon/conferences/2010-
conferences/   

09-12 Jun 2010 Global Conference on Aquaculture 2010. Farming the Waters for People 
and Food. Bangkok, Thailand. http://www.aqua-conference2010.org/  

7-10 Jul 2010 International Pacific Marine Educators Network (IPMEN) 2010 Conference. 
Fiji. http://www.ipmen.net/  

8-10 Jul 2010 Climate Change Conference 2010. University of Queensland, Brisbane, 
Australia. http://on-climate.com/conference-2010/  

  

  

  

 
 
 

 


