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Editorial  
  

 
This issue is mainly devoted to the 34

th
 Annual Conference of International Association of Aquatic and Marine 

Science Libraries and Information Centers (IAMSLIC) – the event that brought together for five days in September 
more than 70 marine and environment librarians, information professionals, scientists and publishers from different 
parts of the world. It includes a summary of the invited presentation by Dr. Randy Thaman, USP (pp. 5-6) as well as 
abstracts of all the conference presentations (pp. 7-10). Chris Nelson (Geoscience Library, Australia) and Ulusapeti 
Tiitii (Samoa Fisheries Division) compare notes on attending the conference (pp. 11-12).  

The ODIN-PIMRIS pilot project to create a regional marine information portal has received financial support from the 
Government of Flanders, Belgium for 2009. Participants of the project meeting held by PIMRIS Coordination Unit in 
Suva, Fiji in September 2008 discuss the implementation of the work plan (pp. 13). 

Wishing you all a Happy New Year! 

Maria Kalenchits, PIMRIS Coordinator 
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PIMRIS is a cooperative network of 
fisheries and marine resources libraries 
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Participants include ministerial libraries 
and the regional agencies listed below.  
For additional information contact the 
Coordination Unit or a specific agency. 
 

Pacific Regional Environmental 
Programme (SPREP) 
 Peter Murgatroyd 
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South Pacific Applied Geoscience 
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Dorene Naidu 
 Library Services Officer  
 Dorene@sopac.org 

www.sopac.org 
 

South Pacific Forum Fisheries Agency 
(FFA) 

Eddie Marahare 
Librarian 
Eddie.marahare@ffa.int 
www.ffa.int  
 

University of the South Pacific (USP), 
PIMRIS Coordination Unit 
   Maria Kalenchits 
 Librarian/PIMRIS Coordinator 
   with 
 Frances Chute & Sheik Rehman 
 Library Assistants 
 pimris@usp.ac.fj 
   www.usp.ac.fj/library/pimris.htm  
 

  

New Faces, New Places 

Rebekah Daniel is the 
Librarian/Information Officer 
for the Ministry of Marine 
Resources in the Cook 
Islands.   Rebekah believes 
that her Ministry has a wealth 
of information to share and is 
excited about Cook Islands 
being part of the pilot 
programme for the ODIN-
PIMRIS project.  Rebekah 

recently attended the IAMSLIC Conference held in 
Suva from 14

th
 to 19

th
 September 2008 and 

thoroughly enjoyed the presentations and, of 
course, making of new friends from all over the 
world.   Only six months in her job, Rebekah is 
keen to learn as much as possible in order to bring 
the standard of information gathering and 
dissemination at her Ministry’s library to a level 
which is accessible by all individuals regardless of 
age. 
 

Sheik Rehman joined the 
PIMRIS Coordination Unit 
in June as a part-time 
Junior Library Assistant. 
Sheik, who is currently 
undertaking a Diploma in 
Library Studies, is 
responsible for circulation 
operations. 

 
 
Ulusapeti Tiitii of the Samoa Fisheries Division 
was awarded a two-year sponsored membership of 
IAMSLIC in August. Earlier this year Ataban 
Kapule from Solomon Islands Ministry of Fisheries 
and Marine Resources was granted IAMSLIC 
Membership. Membership allows access to a 
range of services, including the right to request 
documents found in the Association’s online 
distributed catalogue and assistance to regional 
and annual meetings. 
 

Elizabeth Winiarz is the 
elected president of the 
International Association of 
Aquatic and Marine 
Science Libraries and 
Information Centers 
(IAMSLIC) for 2008-2009. 
Elizabeth is a Science 
Librarian in the University 
of Massachusetts, 
Dartmouth, U.S.  

 

 

 

 



 

3 

 

IAMSLIC 2008 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 34

th
 Annual Conference of International Association of Aquatic and Marine Science Libraries and 

Information Centers (IAMSLIC) was hosted by the University of the South Pacific / PIMRIS Library in 
Suva, Fiji from 14-18 September 2008. The Conference brought together around 70 participants, 
invited guests and exhibitors. Conference delegates included information specialists from Australia, 
New Zealand, the United States, Canada, Belgium, Italy and many Pacific Island countries.  

The meeting began with a colourful and meaningful traditional Fijian Ceremony of Welcome. Barbara 
Butler, the IAMSLIC President, was honoured as the Chief Guest.  

The opening address was given by Pro Vice-Chancellor of the University of the South Pacific Dr. Eci 
Nabalarua. This was followed by the keynote presentation by Dr. Patrick Nunn, Professor of Oceanic 
Geoscience at USP, speaking on “Climate Change: a Janus-faced challenge for our times.” Other 
invited speakers from USP included Dr. Randy Thaman who spoke about “Sinking Island Arks: The 
need to protect island biodiversity for sustainable island life” and Dr. Rikki Dunsmore who spoke about 
the State of the Nation’s Marine Protected Areas. 

IAMSLIC President Barb Butler, from the Oregon Institute of Marine Biology, led the business 
conducted at the meeting and Elizabeth Winiarz, from the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth was 
the conference convener.   

The rich conference programme included many interesting presentations, discussion panels, vendor 
updates as well as several special activities scheduled throughout. Conference participants visited the 
School of Marine Studies and the Library of the University of the South Pacific. The Alliance Française  
kindly sponsored the screening of the movie “Inconvenient Truth” which complemented the conference 
theme “Sustainability in a Changing Climate”. Conference tours were organized to Colo-i-Suva Forest 
Park, Montfort Boys Town & Shrimp Farm at Navua, Beqa Island and Navua River. 

The Conference Local Organizing Committee (Maria Kalenchits, PIMRIS/USP; Sin Joan Yee, 
University Librarian USP; Vilimaina Vakaciwa, USP Library; Dorene Naidu, SOPAC; Vina Ram-Bidesi; 
School of Marine Studies USP; and Verenaisi Babitu, SPC, Suva) would like to thank the USP Office 
of the Vice-Chancellor and the School of Marine Studies, as well as all the conference sponsors, for 
contributing to the success of this wonderful event.  
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SINKING ISLAND ARKS – BIODIVERSITY AND 

ETHNOBIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION AS A 

FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE ISLAND 
LIFE 

 Summary of invited lecture at “Sustainability in a Changing Climate”: 34
th
 

Annual IAMSLIC Conference, The University of the South Pacific, Suva, 
Fiji Islands, 14-18 September 2008 

by 

 R. R. Thaman 
Professor of Pacific Islands Biogeography, the University of the South 

Pacific, Suva, Fiji Islands 

 

 

 

In his presentation Professor Thaman stressed the uniqueness, fragility and obligate dependence that 
island nations and peoples have on islands and associated marine biodiversity to achieve the stated 
objectives of most world conservation and sustainable development initiatives. It was based on more 
than 40 years’ study of island ecosystems, biodiversity and “ethnobiodiversity” in Melanesia, Polynesia 
and Micronesia and was vividly illustrated by over 200 original photos.  

He highlighted that most small 
island developing states and 
island communities have few 
options for modern, market-
driven industrial or export-
oriented development. As a 
result, the conservation, 
sustainable use and equitable 
sharing of the benefits from 
biodiversity (the three main 
objectives of the United 
Nations Convention on 
Biological Diversity) constitute 
the most important foundation 
for sustainable development in 
the face of global change. In 
this context, the definition of 
“biodiversity” must include 
“ethnobiodiversity” (the 
knowledge, uses, beliefs, 
management systems, 
taxonomies and language that 
different cultures, including 
urban scientists, have for their 
biodiversity), and that without 
such knowledge and without 
good formal education on 
island biodiversity, biodiversity 
conservation and sustainable 
use would be problematic. 

Professor Thaman suggested 
that islands and their 
surrounding nearshore marine 
biodiversity constitute self-
contained, bounded “arks”, 

Funafuti Atoll, Tuvalu 

Intertidal Flats, South Tarawa, Kiribati 
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 each with their own unique, often very limited, assemblage of biodiversity. These “island arks” include 
not only some of the most legendary biodiversity “hotspots” on earth, such as New Guinea, New 
Caledonia, Fiji, Hawai’i and the Galapagos Islands, but also some of the Earth’s most biodiversity-poor 
and highly threatened biodiversity “coolspots”. These are atolls and other small low-lying limestone 
islands which have some of the most limited and most highly threatened biodiversity inheritances on 
Earth. He highlighted the serious global crisis related to the loss of biodiversity and that both “hotspot” 
and “coolspot” islands and their communities are disproportionately vulnerable to this crisis. He also 
stressed that islands in all countries offer some of the best answers to, and opportunities for, solving 
the sustainability crisis. He offered suggestions for addressing this island biodiversity crisis as a 
means of achieving a vision of sustainable island life. 

Although the islands of the tropical Pacific Ocean were the main focus of the presentation, Professor 
Thaman emphasized that the importance of biodiversity as a foundation for island living holds true for 
most islands. Sadly, despite the current state of apparent wellbeing and the absence of real poverty 
and associated social breakdown in the Pacific Islands, relative to other areas of the “developing” 
world, there is clearly an “island biodiversity crisis” of unprecedented proportions” that undermines the 
sustainability of island life in the Peaceful (Pacific) Ocean.  

His three main messages 
were: 1) the conservation 
and sustainable use of 
biodiversity, including 
ethnobiodiversity, constitute, 
perhaps, the single most 
important foundation for 
short- and long-term, poverty 
alleviation and sustainable 
development in small island 
developing states (SIDS); 2) 
there is clearly a “biodiversity 
crisis of unprecedented 
proportions”, both on islands 
and in the seas surrounding 
islands, that undermines 
economic sustainability and 
the integrity of island 
cultures; and, 3) if not 
addressed and 
mainstreamed as an integral 
component of all 
development thinking, the 
ultimate result of the erosion 
of island biodiversity will be 
the abject poverty that we 
have come to associate with 
societies that have, along 
with their colonial and 
neocolonial masters, pillaged 
the biodiversity of their lands, 
freshwaters and seas, 
leaving behind degraded and 
life-depleted deserts, 
scrublands, polluted lakes 
and rivers, dying reefs, 
squatter settlements, and 
associated communities that 
are now among the poorest 
of the poor. 

 

Pohnpei 
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Sustainability in a Changing Climate  

34th IAMSLIC Conference, Suva, Fiji, Sept 14-18, 2008 

ABSTRACTS (in order of presentation) 

 
Monday, September 15

th
 

Climate change: a Janus-faced challenge for our times 
Patrick D. Nunn, Professor of Oceanic Geoscience, USP, Fiji  
Patrick Nunn has been teaching at the USP for nearly 24 years.  He is a member of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and shared the award of the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize.   

Like libraries, like the Roman deity Janus, the issue of climate change requires us to look back into the 
past and forward into the future.  Unless we do both these things, our response to this issue is unlikely 
to be as effective as it might be. Climate change is not novel.  It has been occurring throughout the 
history of our planet yet only within the past 30-40 years has sufficient information been accumulated 
to demonstrate this.  We live in a world in which the climate has been changing at a variety of scales 
for numerous reasons.  Research within the past 20 years or so has shown that there are many long-
term inter-annual cycles of climate change controlled mostly by changes in solar activity.  And perhaps 
only within the last 10 years has it been demonstrated beyond doubt that climate change has been the 
major control on the gross evolution of human societies, explaining for instance the several 
catastrophic collapses of Mayan civilization as well as the last-millennium evolution of Pacific Island 
cultures.  Thus, to know the past is to effectively contextualize the present and the future. Today 
humanity understands more about the physical workings of our planet than at any time in the past.  
We can peer more insightfully into the future and predict what will happen with a high degree of 
certainty.  The challenge is not so much the understanding of the future but how to convince decision 
makers that this is sufficiently certain to act upon now.  This challenge requires forward-thinking and 
courage to pursue policies and strategies that may be unpopular.  It requires education of a cadre of 
climate-change professionals.  It requires humanity to accept that they do not have dominion over the 
Earth but are its stewards, sustaining it for future generations.  We should not be too complacent 
about this; vast areas of the inhabited world, including many Pacific Island countries, while paying lip-
service to ideals of sustainability, are actively pursuing policies that undermine it. 

CommFish: All about Alaska’s Commercial Fisheries 
Daria O. Carle, Celia Rozen, and Ed Kazzimir, UAA Consortium Library, USA  

One of the more unique holdings in the Alaska Resources Library and Information Services (ARLIS) 
stands out due to its extensive size and breadth: the CommFish collection.  The entire management 
history related to Alaska's commercial fisheries is documented here, including controversies over 
fishing rights, subsistence, and much more.  These reports, including primary source data reported 
nowhere else, precede statehood and capture in great detail the extent, scope, success, failure, policy 
decisions, and inventory of Alaska's fisheries statewide. When statehood was realized in 1959, the 
agency responsible for managing commercial fisheries, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 
recognized early on that much of the data compiled would be of professional interest. Other 
information clearly had a public right-to-know component.  As a result, a diverse number of series to 
meet each of these information needs was initially established.  Over time, however, these series have 
been subject to the familiar vagaries common to all gray literature, such as title changes, name 
irregularities, and murky bureaucratic authorship.  ARLIS inherited these collections, many of which 
were rarely distributed outside of the agency, and has recently devoted much time and labor to 
cataloging them in OCLC.  ARLIS’ approach to cataloging and processing these sometimes difficult 
items may also be of interest to librarians facing similar challenges. 
 
Transforming Moana: converting to Greenstone 
Chris Hammond-Thrasher, Library Systems Manager, USP, Fiji 

In 2007, the decision was made to convert the Moana marine literature database from a commercial 
DBTextWorks platform to an open source Greenstone Digital Library platform. The reasons for making 
this move were not just price - Greenstone provides a platform to make Moana available to the world 
on the World Wide Web and provides the ability to index the growing number of fulltext documents 
contained in Moana. This presentation will review the conversion experience form the perspective of a 
systems librarian and will provide advice for other data conversions to the Greenstone platform. 
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The SPC Coastal & Oceanic Fisheries Programmes Digital Library 
Jean-Paul Gaudechoux,   Fisheries Information Adviser, SPC, New Caledonia  

The Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) has been involved in marine resource management 
since its creation, 60 years ago. Since then, thousands of papers and reports have been produced by, 
for, or in collaboration with SPC, and have been archived over the years by SPC’s library. These 
documents are invaluable for retracing past records of marine resource exploitation in the Pacific 
Islands region, providing information that is no longer available anywhere else; for example, 
commodity export figures for the 1920s and 1930s. While digging through 60-year-old reports can be a 
thrilling experience, it requires considerable time and physical access to documents. In practice, old 
reports and meeting papers are rarely accessed and are not easily searchable. Recent documents 
have been made available electronically on SPC’s website, but they are scattered in different places 
and not searchable through a common interface. Moreover, not all fisheries officers in the Pacific have 
access to the Internet; and those that do sometimes have difficulty downloading documents because 
of limited bandwidth. The challenge of this project was to resurrect historical documents and make 
them, as well as more recent papers, available to the largest audience possible — whether they have 
access to the Internet or not — and provide search and retrieval tools for thousands of documents 
collated into a digital library. A strong collaboration between SPC’s library, the Fisheries Information 
Section and the Reef Fisheries Observatory (with funding from the European Union through the Pacific 
Regional Oceanic and Coastal Fisheries Project) made it possible to create both a DVD (with annual 
releases) and an online version of the fisheries library that can be accessed from the Internet 
http://www.spc.int/mrd/fishlib.php 
 
Tuesday, September 16

th
 

“Sinking Island Arks”: The need to protect island biodiversity for sustainable island life 
R. R. Thaman, Professor of Pacific Islands Biogeography, USP, Fiji 

See pp. 4-5 of this newsletter for a summary. 
 
Pacific Islands Climate Change Portal  
1
Mary Lou Cumberpatch, 

1
Brian Voss, 

1
Marjorie Ernst,  

1
Stephanie Fauver, 

1
Carrie Hall, 

1
Sarah van der Schalie. 

1
NOAA, USA. Presented by Peter Murgatroyd, SPREP, Samoa 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has begun developing a Pacific Islands 
Climate Change Portal that will enable Pacific Island coastal managers to efficiently incorporate 
climate information and tools into their decision making. Climate related resources relevant to coastal 
managers from various organizations currently exist, but they are scattered in many different locations 
making access difficult and time consuming. To improve access to climate resources in the Pacific, 
NOAA is partnering with the Pacific Region Environment Programme (SPREP) and other 
organizations in the development of a portal that will be integrated with existing climate change 
decision support efforts in the region. The Portal is expected to be released in October of 2008. The 
backbone of the Portal will consist of a searchable virtual library that provides links to science-based 
information and tools on specific subject areas such as sea level rise, water resources, and ocean 
acidification. The Portal will highlight suitable decision support tools, case studies, information on 
regional initiatives, climate services, training and education, and include links to data sources and 
partnership opportunities. 
 
Access to Pacific marine information for the Pacific Island countries and territories 
Maria Kalenchits, Librarian/PIMRIS Coordinator, USP; Dorene Naidu, Library Services Officer, 
SOPAC; Peter Murgatroyd, Information Resource Centre Manager, SPREP;  Eddie Marahare,  
Librarian, FFA; Eleanor Kleiber, Librarian/Archivist, SPC; Anne Gibert, Library Assistant, SPC;  
Jean-Paul Gaudechoux, Fisheries Information Adviser, SPC 

Librarians and information professionals from various Pacific regional organizations will present the 
projects or products developed and the challenges faced in facilitating access to regional marine 
information.  The newly formed ODIN-PIMRIS pilot project, designed to improve the preservation of 
and access to marine grey literature created by Pacific Island government departments, will also be 
presented for discussion.  This collaborative effort among ODIN and the Pacific regional organizations 
will ensure a greater consistency in information retention and access to support stakeholder decision 
making. 
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Coming full circle: changes in scholarly communication and the role of liaison librarians 
Sally Taylor, Woodward Library, University of British Columbia, Canada 

Liaison activities in academic institutions have traditionally focused on library instruction and collection 
development. With changes in scholarly communication, libraries are presented with new opportunities 
for educating our communities about Open Access, scholarly publishing, author rights and digital 
repositories. Some of author’s recent activities with the UBC Fisheries Centre are highlighted to 
illustrate how librarians can be involved at different stages in the scholarly communication cycle. 
 
Infinite possibilities for learning in a Virtual World: Second Life 
Peter Fritzler, Sciences Librarian, University of North Carolina Wilmington, and Anne Pemberton, 
Instructional Services Coordinator, University of North Carolina Wilmington, USA 

Second Life, an online virtual world with over 13 million “residents” is an effective tool for collaboration 
and experiential learning. Residents, represented by an avatar, can interact with one another using 
voice or chat and can explore a 3D world filled with learning objects. Avatars can “teleport” to other 
countries, speak to anyone in the world, attend virtual conferences, endlessly swim in the ocean, sail 
the seas without experience, fly to the moon, and build any object of their own that their imagination 
can create. There is an abundance of places to explore and groups to join focused on science. The 
Second Life Science Center, the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration Earth 
System Research Laboratory, the International Spaceflight Museum, the Exploratorium, CalTech’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory, Second Nature Island, and the SciLands are just a few examples. Colleges 
and universities have populated Second Life with campuses, libraries, and interactive learning areas 
related to disciplines such as science. Explore the possibilities of Second Life with us while we take 
you on a tour and discuss the infinite potential for collaboration and learning with this Web 2.0 
technology. 
 
Biodiversity Heritage Library supporting Encyclopedia of Life  
Cathy Norton, MBL/WHOI Library, USA 

The talk describes the international effort to digitize the biodiversity literature that is free of copyright 
restrictions or agreements with publishers and right's holders.   A description of the scanning methods 
employed by the ten major libraries involved in this endeavor is also discussed. More than six million 
pages have been scanned in one year and are now available through both the scanning partner, 
Internet Archive, and the BHL's portal.  
 
Internet tools and toys 
Dorothy Barr, Ernst Mayr Library, Harvard University, USA 

It is difficult to decide which technologies will be most useful for us when there are so many new ones 
available. We will look at some of the free Internet tools that everyone can use. 
 
Wednesday, September 17

th
 

MagicJack 
Joe Wible, Stanford University, Hopkins Marine Station, USA 

Demonstration of a product called MagicJack, a $40 piece of hardware the size of a cigarette lighter 
that plugs into the USB port of a computer.  You can then plug in any phone that you would normally 
plug into the wall (ie. not a cell phone).  It can be a corded or a cordless phone.  You then use the 
phone almost as if it was plugged into the wall except you can call anywhere in the US and Canada for 
a flat rate of $20 a year (and the first year is free). This is potentially a very inexpensive way for our 
non-North American colleagues to make calls to the US or Canada.   See website at: 
 http://www.magicjack.com/ 

Story Place : a new way to share sea country stories 
Jennifer Zadkovich and Suzie Davies, Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, Australia  

Story Place – information on traditional connections to sea - is a reference database that holds 
resources about Traditional Owner groups adjacent to the Great Barrier Reef in Australia.  This 
database aims to share information and knowledge about Traditional Owners and their relationship 
with land and sea country in the Great Barrier Reef region. Story Place is a useful resource for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, managers, researchers, students, stakeholders and other 
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people interested in learning more about Traditional Owner connections with the Great Barrier Reef. 
The database holds hundreds of references relating to Indigenous history and co-operative 
management practices within the Great Barrier Reef region. Information is updated regularly, dates 
from 1907 onwards and includes journal articles, conference proceedings, books, reports, DVDs, CD-
ROMs, video recordings, websites and newspaper articles. 
 
ReefBase Pacific Information Portal; Livelihoods, Fisheries and Biodiversity 
Asenaca Valemei and Pip Cohen, ReefBase Pacific, Fiji 

The ReefBase Pacific project has greatly improved accessibility to data and information for reef 
fisheries and coral reef research, management, conservation, and education in the Pacific region.  The 
project has generated worldwide web, DVD and some printed forms of the information portal to 
maximize distribution and accessibility.  This presentation will demonstrate the literature and image 
library, GIS and Pacific Reefs atlas, project database, reef associated species profiles and pacific 
country data all available through this portal. 
 
Learning Commons: an overview 
Elizabeth Winiarz, Science Librarian, UMass Dartmouth, USA 

Many libraries and information centers have sought to encourage more students to use their 
resources.  Today’s student may not be a reader or may already have access to an astonishing 
amount of information without ever coming to the library.  How do we support the learning needs of 
this generation?  We will look at efforts made by a number of libraries to reorganize space and provide 
attractive services. 
   
Learning Commons planning: one size does not fit all 
Jan E. Heckman, Avery Point Library Director, University of Connecticut, & Mary V. Heckman, Avery 
Point Academic Services Program Assistant, University of Connecticut, USA 

Learning Commons, as a way to provide better service, has become a very active topic in librarianship 
on an international level.   This paper will present the efforts of five regional campus libraries within the 
University of Connecticut to transform their physical plant and services to accommodate a Learning 
Commons.  The main focus will be on the Avery Point campus. Avery Point is in a unique position in 
regards to Learning Commons planning.  The overall institutional attitude is that the present pre-World 
War II library building needs extensive renovation, and that some integration of the Academic Center 
programs in the new library plan would be desirable. A great deal of information was gathered from 
environmental scans, surveys, and focus groups with patrons in planning for the development of the 
main campus’ Learning Commons.  The same efforts are ongoing as they relate to the Avery Point 
campus, although the space issues and size of the campus are very different.  There has been 
extensive collaboration between the Library and the Academic Center at Avery Point in an effort to find 
more efficient and collaborative delivery of services, even before physical renovation. There are 
several issues to consider if true physical integration becomes reality.  Our collaboration will be 
presented in order to explore the many concerns an institution must face before creating a Learning 
Commons. 

Thursday, September 18th 

What does it mean to be an ASFA Partner/Input Center? 
Jan Haspeslagh (Librarian, ASFA National Partner, since 2001), Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ), 
Belgium; Vicki Soto (Managing Editor) ProQuest (ex CSA), USA  (ASFA Publisher since 1982); Maria 
Kalenchits (Librarian/PIMRIS Coordinator, ASFA International Partner since 2007) School of Marine 
Studies, USP, (Maria was Estonian ASFA National Partner, 1996-2007);  Eleanor Kleiber Librarian, 
ASFA International Partner, since 2004) SPC, New Caledonia; Richard Pepe (Moderator) (Fisheries 
Information Officer, since 1982 / Editor-in-Chief ASFA, since 1991) FAO, Italy 

 What is ASFA? 
 - the ASFA bibliographic database  
 - the network of ASFA Partners  
 - the ASFA Publisher (ProQuest)  
 - the two legal agreements regulating the responsibilities and entitlements of ASFA Partners  
 - the policy regarding coverage/monitoring of literature for ASFA   

Each Panel member will speak of ASFA, from their point of view/position as an ASFA Partner. 
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IAMSLIC conference through the eyes of participants 

 
 
CHRIS NELSON, Geoscience Library, Australia (Chris is a member of 
IAMSLIC Membership Committee and a former PIMRIS Coordinator 
(2004-2006) 
 
In August 2005 I drafted a letter to the site selection committee of 
IAMSLIC proposing that the annual conference three years hence be 
held in Suva.  This seemed a long way off at the time and the 
conference had only ever been held in the Southern Hemisphere once 
before (in Hobart just the year before) so I didn’t hold high hopes for the 
bid.  Still, PIMRIS had been involved in IAMSLIC for many years and 
the Deputy Vice-Chancellor of USP, Dr Esther Williams, staff at Marine 
Studies Programme and members of the Fiji Library Association were 
all very supportive of the idea, so off the proposal went. 

Rachele Oriente, then SPC Librarian, volunteered to speak in support 
of the proposal at the site selection meeting in Rome that year and clearly did a terrific job.  Her 
congratulatory e-mail took me by surprise, but soon generated much excitement.  As events panned 
out, my time at USP ended in December 2006 and all of the hard work fell to Maria Kalenchits and the 
local organizing committee, liaising with the IAMSLIC conference conveners.  

I settled into a new role at Geoscience Australia in Canberra and watched from afar as the conference 
took shape.  Just a few days before I was due to leave, another surprising email arrived.  This one 
came from PIRG Chairperson Jane Barnwell, already in Fiji for the PRIDE Workshop in Nadi.   She 
was being recalled to work in Hawaii and would not be able to stay on for the conference!  This was an 
enormous disappointment to her.  I hastily rearranged my flights to stop over in Nadi to meet her and 
discuss matters to be raised at the Business session.   

As it turned out, Jane was able to travel to Suva to attend a pre-conference meeting of the Executive 
Committee but (just before the conference welcoming reception commenced) had to leave for Nausori 
Airport to catch her flight home.  We missed her at the reception when attendees began introducing 
themselves but I did enjoy meeting many other people I had only corresponded with, from the Pacific 
and around the world.   

The conference proper began the next morning with a traditional kava ceremony for the IAMSLIC 
President and entourage, followed by the welcoming address from the Vice-Chancellor’s 
representative.  Professor Patrick Nunn’s keynote address set a very thought-provoking mood for the 
conference by outlining the history of sea level changes in the region as recorded in geological 
features before highlighting the likely effects of current climate change on the low-lying island nations.  
A diverse range of speakers completed the day’s proceedings after lunch. 

Day 2 started with another keynote address, by Professor Randolph Thaman, on the urgent need to 
preserve island biodiversity if island ecosystems are to survive.  Randy and Paddy’s presentations 
were two highlights of the conference, because of both their rigorous intellectual content and the clear 
compassion these distinguished academics have for the people who will face these environmental 
challenges in the near future. 

Challenges surrounding the provision of marine information to the region were amply detailed by the 
panel discussion which followed, featuring many familiar faces from PIMRIS meetings.  Suzie Davies, 
in her role as chair of the IOC’s Group of Experts on Marine Information Management, was also on 
hand from the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority to advise on progress towards a Pacific ODIN 
(Oceanographic Data and Information Network).  A separate meeting on this was held on the Friday 
after the conference.   

That evening a highlight for me was chairing what was probably the largest business meeting of the 
Pacific Islands Regional Group of IAMSLIC for many years.  Fourteen members and ten guests from 
American Samoa, Australia, the Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, the Marshall Islands, New Caledonia, New 
Zealand, Samoa, the Solomon Islands and Tonga attended.  Once all representatives had arrived, the 
evening was marked by an excellent dinner accompanied by lively debate on a number of issues. 
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Resolutions were passed to increase the number of executive officers of PIRG; to consolidate recent 
changes in PIRG rather than expand it into Asia (as suggested by the Membership Committee) and 
calling on IAMSLIC to explore ways to increase virtual access to regional meetings and the annual 
conference, so that remote members can still participate.  The meeting also demonstrated strong 
support for the development of a twinning program between marine libraries across the region, along 
the lines of the Pacific Law Twinning Program. 

The range of papers presented on Day 3 was again diverse and stimulating, beginning with Dr Rikki 
Dunsmore of USP’s Institute of Applied Sciences outlining the state of Fiji’s Marine Protected Areas.  
This is a field of research, both scientific and social, which the IAS has championed for some years 
and Dr Dunsmore’s presentation was an excellent overview.   Discussion on the topic continued over 
morning tea, although some of us drifted away to the Guin Auction display to see how our bids were 
faring.  The range of enticing items donated by members from across the globe was very tempting and 
bidding on many became frantic as the deadline approached. 

Two personal highlights from the other presentations on this day were the impromptu demonstration of 
the many ways a sulu can be worn, modelled by Frances Chute, and the very professional and 
informative guide to the ReefBase portal delivered by Asenaca Valemei.  Frances, Asenaca and I 
comprised the PIMRIS staff in my final years there and it was pleasing to see them both contributing 
so much to the success of this conference.    

The banquet that evening was preceded by a stunning performance of modern and traditional dance 
routines performed by members of USP’s Oceania Centre for the Arts, assisted at one stage by the 
very graceful Ulusapeti Tiitii. 

My final day of the conference was cut short by a need to return home early due to an illness in the 
family.  On the flight home I reflected upon how well received the conference had been.  It was 
probably the smallest IAMSLIC annual conference there has been in many years but, at the same 
time, also one of the largest meetings of fisheries and marine information workers from the region.    

I hope the conference inspires local members to continue their participation in IAMSLIC and PIMRIS 
activities into the future, as this can only lead to improvements in marine information management for 
the benefit of all Pacific Islanders. 
 

 
ULUSAPETI TIITII, Samoa Fisheries Division 
  
“…If I have to draw up a list of the presentations that were of interest to me I 
would put down all the presentations from throughout the conference. Believe 
it or not, every presentation had an important lesson to be learned from it, 
starting from Monday through to Thursday.  The sharing of information and 
expertise from the global level down to the regional level and to small island 
countries were of great importance to me. This is because of different ways 
librarians handle the same problems and sharing ideas can help Pacific 
Island countries like Samoa to see which can be applied to support libraries 
and information in the region. 

The other interesting point about the conference was how its theme 
“Sustainability in a Changing Climate” was interpreted differently by the presenters. My interpretation 
of the theme in my presentation was the changing of the status of our library from a storage room to a 
newly renovated air-conditioned room, with a computer, printer and a scanner. The sustainability of 
this new face is one of my add-on responsibilities to utilize these resources provided for easy access 
of information either via internet or digitized library. 

Presentations about different internet tools used for searching information were of special interest. We 
are living in a modern society and knowing these tools will assist us in networking and sharing 
resources.  Also, I was very keen to learn the tips on how to anti-mould the library and materials in it. 

Overall, the conference was very fruitful and I am glad that I had an opportunity to attend the sessions 
and participate in discussions, IAMSLIC business meetings, and also to be able to report on the 
current status of the Samoa Fisheries Information Centre.  I have learned a lot of lessons and gained 
good experience from this conference.” 
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ODIN-PIMRIS Pilot Project Meeting 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Meeting participants. Standing from left to right: Lusila Patu, Maria Kalenchits, Peter Murgatroyd, Suzie Davies, 
Raikaon Tumoa, Vaasa Taamu, Eddie Marahare, Rebekah Daniel, Ataban Kapule, Ulusapeti Tiitii, Jean-Paul 
Gaudechoux, Emeline Tupou, Anne Gibert, Ganeshan Rao, Dorene Naidu. Sitting from left to right: Akosita Seru, 
Florence Edwards 
 

The ODIN-PIMRIS Pilot Project meeting was held in conjunction with 34
th
 IAMSLIC annual conference 

on Friday, September 18
th
, at USP, Suva, Fiji. The meeting was called to further discuss the 

implementation of the project work plan included in the Proposal for Pilot Project for a Regional 
Network of Pacific Island Marine Libraries (ODIN-PIMRIS). The project is funded by the International 
Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange Program of IOC/UNESCO and the Government of 
Flanders. 

The ODIN-PIMRIS project is focused on establishing a regional marine information portal, creating 
capacity at national and institutional level to use and contribute to the portal, as well as promoting the 
portal as a valuable information source for managers and decision makers. The project hopes to 
achieve the following outcomes: i)better management of the institution’s published and semi-published 
information, ii)secured long term storage and protection of this information, iii)enhanced sharing of 
published and semi-published information, and iv)development of the skills and capacity to identify 
important resources available outside the institution. 

The main partners of the project include all PIMRIS agency participants as well as IAMSLIC, the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO/International Oceanographic Data and 
Information Exchange Program (IOC/IODE) and ReefBase Pacific (which joined the project in 
September 2008). The PIMRIS Coordination Unit is acting as Secretariat/Coordination Unit of ODIN-
PIMRIS. The national partners include national fisheries and marine agencies in the following 
countries: American Samoa, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall 
Islands, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and 
Vanuatu. 

In 2009, five pilot countries (Samoa, Solomon Islands, Fiji, Kiribati and Cook Islands) will be involved 
in establishing national e-repositories of documents produced by their respective fisheries 
departments. The project includes: the development by PIMRIS CU of an e-repository structure based 
on the Greenstone platform, the provision of training in input procedures for fisheries librarians from 
the pilot countries, the establishment of institutional repositories and procedures for 
collecting/uploading institutional data to the Moana regional e-repository. According to the project work 
plan the regional marine information portal will be developed by April 2009. The portal will provide links 
to various Pacific resources, including e-repositories maintained by PIMRIS agency participants. 
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New  Publications 

 
 
Report of the FAO Regional Workshop on Port State Measures to Combat Illegal, Unreported 
and Unregulated Fishing.  Cape Town, South Africa, 28-31 January. 2008 FAO Fisheries Report 
No. 859 Rome, 2008, 48 pp. ISBN 978-92-5-105948-7 ISSN 0429-9337 TR/M/I0049/E FAO109245 
USD 14.00  
The objective of the Workshop was to develop national capacity and promote bilateral, sub-regional 
and/or regional coordination so that countries will be better placed to strengthen and harmonize port 
State measures and, as a result, implement the relevant International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter 
and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (IPOA-IUU) tools and the FAO Model 
Scheme and contribute to the development of a legally-binding instrument on port state measures.  

 
Review of the state of world marine capture fisheries management: Pacific Ocean. Edited by: De 
Young, C. FAO Fisheries Technical Paper No. 488/1 Rome, 2007, 178 pp. + CD-ROM ISBN 978-92-5-
105875-6 ISSN 0429-9345 TC/M/A1465/E. FAO109064 USD 50.00  
During the first half of the 1990s, in response to the increasing concern about many of the world's 
fisheries, a number of international fisheries instruments provided an impetus for countries to 
strengthen their fisheries management. A key step in supporting such efforts is the development of 
more detailed, systematic and comparable information on fisheries environments and management 
trends.  
 
Sixth World Congress on Seafood Safety, Quality and Trade.  14-16 September 2005, Sydney, 
Australia. Edited by: James, D., Ababouch, L. FAO Fisheries Proceedings No. 7 Rome, 2007, 214 pp. 
ISBN 978-92-5-105808-4 ISSN 1813-3940 TC/M/A1293/E FAO109066 USD 52.00  
Fish and fish products are among the most traded food commodities: close to 40 percent by volume 
ends up in international markets.  
 
Fisheries management.  2. The ecosystem approach to fisheries 2.1 Best practices in 
ecosystem modelling for informing an ecosystem approach to fisheries FAO Technical 
Guidelines for Responsible Fisheries No. 4 Suppl. 2 Add. 1 Rome, 2008, 88 pp., A5, paperback 
ISBN 978-92-5-105995-1 ISSN. 1020-5292 TC/M/I0151/E FAO109437 USD 12.00  
These guidelines have been developed to assist users in the construction and application of 
ecosystem models for informing an ecosystem approach to fisheries. It addresses all steps of the 
modelling process, encompassing scoping and specifying the model, implementation, evaluation and 
advice on how to present and use the outputs. 
 
Future of mariculture: a regional approach for responsible development in the Asia-Pacific 
region, (The). FAO/NACA Regional Workshop 7-11 March 2006, Guangzhou, China. By: Lovatelli, 
A., Phillips, M. J., Arthur, J. R., Yamamoto, K. FAO Fisheries Proceedings No. 11 Rome, 2008, 338 
pp., A4, paperback ISBN 978-92-5-106007-0 ISSN 1813-3940 TC/M/I0202/E FAO109432 USD 70.00 
Aquaculture in the Southeast Asian region has been growing steadily over the last few decades, 
requiring more space to accommodate it. The search for additional areas to expand the aquaculture 
industry as a whole and the identification of new farming species of commercial value to satisfy the 
growing local and export market are pushing the sector in some countries to broaden activities in the 
sea.  
 
Integrating fisheries into coastal area management. Rome: FAO, 2008, 14 pp., A5, paperback 
ISBN 978-92-5-105968-5 USD 8.00  
This booklet describes, in a non-technical manner, some important aspects of FAO Technical 
Guidelines for Responsible Fisheries No. 3, dealing with the integration of fisheries into coastal area 
management. The purpose of this booklet is to provide information to FAO Members and other 
stakeholders about the importance of, and approaches to, the integration of fisheries into coastal area 
management. This booklet does not replace Technical Guidelines No. 3 but simply presents some of 
the complex information contained in this guideline in a more simplified form so as to make it more 
accessible. (Also published in Chinese, French and Spanish). 
 
 

 



 

15 

 
Vanished Islands and Hidden Continents of the Pacific 
Patrick D. Nunn 
 
Over the years, geologists have amassed data that point to the undeniable 
fact of islands having disappeared in the Pacific, a phenomenon that the 
oral traditions of many groups of Pacific Islanders also highlight. There are 
even a few instances where fragments of Pacific continents have 
disappeared, becoming hidden from view rather than being submerged. In 
this scientifically rigorous yet readily comprehensible account of the 
fascinating subject of vanished islands and hidden continents in the Pacific, 
the author ranges far and wide, from explanations of the region's ancient 
history to the meanings of island myths. Using both original and up-to-date 
information, he shows that there is real value in bringing together myths and 
the geological understanding of land movements. A description of the 
Pacific Basin and the "ups and downs" of the land within its vast ocean is followed by chapters 
explaining how islands and continents that no longer exist were once present. A succinct account is 
given of human settlement of the region and the establishment of cultural contexts for the observation 
of occasional catastrophic earth-surface changes and their encryption in folklore. The author also 
addresses the persistent myths of a "sunken continent" in the Pacific, which became widespread after 
European arrival and were subsequently incorporated into new age and pseudoscience explanations 
of our planet and its inhabitants. Finally, he presents original data and research on island 
disappearances witnessed by humans, recorded in oral and written traditions, and judged by 
geoscience to be authentic.  

Patrick D. Nunn is Professor of Oceanic Geoscience at the University of the South Pacific in Suva, Fiji. 

University of Hawai’i Press, October 2008. ISBN 978-8248-3219-3, USD50.00 
 
 
Climate, Environment, and Society in the Pacific During the Last Millennium 
Patrick Nunn 

Included in series Developments in Earth and Environmental Sciences. 

The nature of global change in the Pacific Basin is poorly known compared 
to other parts of the world. Climate, Environment, and Society in the 
Pacific during the Last Millennium describes the climate changes that 
occurred in the Pacific during the last millennium and discusses how these 
changes controlled the broad evolution of human societies, typically filtered 
by the effects of changing sea level and storminess on food availability and 
interaction. Covering the entire period since AD 750 in the Pacific, this book 
describes the influences of climate change on environments and societies 
during the Medieval Warm Period and the Little Ice Age, focusing on the 
100-year transition between these – a period of rapid change known as the 
AD 1300 Event. 

Elsevier, September 2007, ISBN 978-0-444-52816-2, USD145.00 
 

 
The Fly River, Papua New Guinea: Environmental Studies in an 
Impacted Tropical River System 
Ed. By Barry Bolton, OK Tedi Mining Ltd., Tabubil, Papua New Guinea 

Included in series Developments in Earth and Environmental Sciences. 

Audience: Environmental and mining consultancies, mining companies, 
government authorities, NGO's, aid organisations, financial institutions. 

Elsevier, December 2008, ISBN 978-0-444-52964-0, USD185.00 
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Conference Notices 

 
 

9-13 Feb 2009 Sixth SPC Heads of Fisheries Meeting, Noumea, New Caledonia 

9-13 Feb 2009 9th International Conference on Southern Hemisphere Meteorology and 
Oceanography, Melbourne, Australia, 
http://www.bom.gov.au/events/9icshmo/    

17-19 Feb 2009 

 

29
th
 Symposium of Sea Turtle Biology and Conservation 

Brisbane, Australia 
http://www.turtlesbrisbane2009.org/page-7-40-SPREP.htm 

19-23 Apr 2009 16th International Conference on Aquatic Invasive Species 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, http://www.icais.org 
 

20-24 May 2009 

  

 

"International Marine Conservation Congress (IMCC)" and "2nd 
International Marine Protected Areas Congress (IMPAC2)"  Washington, 
DC, USA,  www.conbio.org/imcc 

26-28 May 2009 International Conference on Marine Ecosystem – Transboundary Approach 
in Sustainable and Integrated Marine Resource Management. Langkawi, 
Malaysia, http://www.ekomar.ukm.my/incomes2009/   

31 May – 5 Jun 

2009 

8
th
 Indo Pacific Fish Conference and 2009 ASFB Workshop & Conference, 

Fremantle, Western Australia,  http://www.ipfc2009asfb.com/   
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