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Good morning and thank you very much Masters of Ceremony, let me begin by 
acknowledging the  
 
• The Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, Deputy Secretary-General;  
• The UNDP Resident Representative in the Pacific;  
• The USP Students’ Association President; 
• Distinguished Delegates and Panelists; 
• Virtual Guests from across the Region and abroad; 

Ladies and Gentlemen. 
 

I am this morning speaking to you from Brisbane, where I am in quarantine for 
the next few days, warm Pacific greetings and a very good morning to all of you. 
 
It is my great pleasure to welcome all of you on behalf of the University of the 
South Pacific and welcome you all to the Pacific Youth Summit. 
 
I would like to extend a special note of gratitude to the University of the South 
Pacific Students’ Association (USPSA) and the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) for bringing together such an extraordinary group of leaders 
from across the region today. 
  
We are always very proud of our students and I thank you all who have made 
this event possible, for ensuring that the solidarity of our youths across our 
region for the betterment of our future generations. 
 
Education as you can imagine plays a key role in shaping our leaders of 
tomorrow.  
 
At USP, our Mission is to shape Pacific futures ‘by empowering students, staff 
and alumni to become inspirational agents of positive change leading to 
innovative, cohesive, resilient and sustainable communities’.  
 



I am pleased to say that recently our Council once again endorsed that Mission 
in our Strategic Plan for the next three years.  
 
The University welcomes the timeliness of this event, a reflection of the strong 
commitment by our resilient youth leaders to fulfil the 2030 Agenda, specifically 
SDG 16 in support of building a peaceful, just, and inclusive societies through 
the promotion of good governance.  

 
It is pleasing to note that our youths have seized the opportunity to also 
commemorate International Anti-Corruption Day, which falls on the 9th of 
December, through means of such an educational platform to strengthen 
intergenerational and regional conversations around integrity amongst youths.  

 
As you have rightly themed for today, youths play a significant role in driving 
sustainable development here in the Pacific. You are the hope of our future 
generation and what you do today will act as a catalyst for our future 
generations. 

 
In February 2020, our Pacific Island Forum leaders endorsed the adoption of the 
Teieniwa Vision as the Forum’s regional commitment to progress Pacific Unity 
Against Corruption. I was at that meeting in Kiribati as our Pacific Leaders took 
the important step together, committing to Pacific integrity in combatting 
corruption. 
 
Corruption is one of the prevalent threats to achieving sustainable development 
as it not only weakens good governance and democracy but also development 
in the Pacific. The fight against corruption matters tremendously to everyone, 
especially to the most vulnerable people in society.  
 
At USP, I can speak first hand that when you fight corruption, the cost of that as 
well is not an easy fight. It is particularly a bitter and rancid situation where those 
who fight corruption are often dismissed and treated with disdain. 
 
Corruption dismisses valuable resources and capabilities, keeping countries 
from fulfilling their true potential to serve the community. It is extremely 
important that we work together to put a plug on the leakage on resources 
caused by corruptive practices so that investments for important development 
can eventuate for the betterment of our Pacific. I am so pleased that it was the 
students who have fought alongside in this cause to bring good governance, in 
at least, to the University of the South Pacific.  



 
At USP, we also have a role to play in taking action to help fight corruption by 
educating our future leaders to understand corruption in a holistic manner. 
Through our partnership with United Nations Pacific Regional Anti-Corruption 
project (UN-PRAC) have developed courses that are embedded in the Diploma 
in Leadership, Governance and Human Rights (DLGHR) programme. 

 
The courses on corruption and anti-corruption at the tertiary level are a strong 
deterrent measure that seeks to influence future Pacific leaders of the societal 
elements of corruption and the benefits of joint anti-corruption action. It also 
allows the key work of the United Nations Convention Against Corruption 
(UNCAC) and SDG16 to be localized for those involved in leadership training. 
 
The USP DLGHR programme had effectively collaborated with SPC Regional 
Rights Resources Team (RRRT) in setting up the initial programme in 2012 and 
has also worked in partnership with the UN Office of the High Commissioner on 
Human Rights to develop the courses on Corruption and Anti-Corruption. 

 
The USP remains committed to ensuring its courses and programmes continue 
to nurture our students to uphold the highest ethical standards and to operate 
with integrity whilst being relevant and responsive to the needs of the region. 
One of our main Values of the revised Strategic Plan is very much about ethical 
behaviour. 
 
I am very confident that the inspiring sessions and insightful discussions 
throughout your Summit will encourage and empower all of you individually to 
steer your canoes collaboratively for the common good of the Blue Pacific. 

 
Distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen, on this optimistic note, I wish 
you well on your deliberations during the course of this Summit and beyond, as 
we start to put into action the outcomes of this meeting. 
 
Vinaka, Thank you very much. 


