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ADDRESS BY  
ACTING VICE-CHANCELLOR AND PRESIDENT,  

DR. GIULIO MASASSO TU’IKOLONGAHAU PĀUNGA 
AT SIGNING OF THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN PTAFE and AUSTRALIAN PACIFIC 

TRAINING COALITION (APTC)  
TUESDAY 20 APRIL 2021, 2.30PM to 4.00PM 

JAPAN-PACIFIC ICT VIDEO CONFERENCE ROOM 1, LAUCALA CAMPUS  
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

• The Australian High Commissioner to Fiji, His Excellency Mr. John Feakes; 
• Interim Chief Executive Officer of the Australian Pacific Training Coalition (APTC), Ms 

Janelle Chapman; 
• Acting Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Education), Professor Jito Vanualailai; 
• Members of the Diplomatic Corps; 
• Members and Staff of the Australian Pacific Training Coalition (APTC); 
• Senior Management, Staff and Students of the University;  
• Media Representatives; 
• Ladies and Gentlemen; 

 
A Very Good Afternoon to you all. 
 
I am honoured to be here today to witness the renewal of a long standing partnership 
between The University of the South Pacific (USP) and The Australian Pacific Training 
Coalition (APTC). 
 
This partnership with APTC is built on the success of the first agreement signed between USP 
and APTC in 2014 with the recognition that USP’s strategic direction included TVET and that 
APTC’s approach was to support existing Pacific institutions.  
 
This first agreement focused on capacity building, shared investments, co-location and 
accommodation.   
 
The academic unit of the University that is largely involved in this agreement is Pacific TAFE.  
 
As one of the eight academic units of the University, Pacific TAFE now comprises of two 
Colleges: the College of Foundation Studies and the College of Continuing Vocational 
Education and Training.  
 
There is a third training section of Pacific TAFE that specializes in offering short courses and 
micro qualifications. Pacific TAFE currently offers 36 skills based qualifications through its 
College of Continuing Vocational Education and Training.   
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These range from cyber security, IT, Fisheries, Climate Change adaptation, Counselling, Early 
Childhood Education, Hospitality, HR, Finance and Business Management. The College of 
Foundation Studies specializes in offering Foundation and Preliminary programmes (which 
are the equivalent of Years 12 and 13 or Forms 6 and 7 levels of education) in Arts, Business 
and Science.  
 
More importantly as a Registered Training organization (RTO) in its own right, Pacific TAFE 
has positioned itself well for national, regional and international accreditation. 
 
USP has a well-established relationship with Australia and with APTC through Pacific TAFE.  
Through the agreement that we will sign today/will sign today, USP and APTC agree to work 
towards embedding Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) in Pacific 
regional and national systems for long-term sustainability. 
 
Through the PacREF project, both USP and APTC have a shared responsibility towards 
addressing work skills needs in our pacific region and this was echoed in the recently held 
FEDMM meeting.  
 
TVET today is a well recognised and significant tool for the social and economic development 
of our Pacific Island Countries.  It is steadily gaining popularity at global and national levels 
and is now seen as a driving force for sustainable development.   
 
Its inclusion in regional government priorities for education and national development 
agendas is vital.  In some countries there is also now a conscious effort by governments to 
place TVET into mainstream education. 
 
It gives me great pleasure to see that USP is contributing significantly towards this. 
 
USP will continue to expand on these skills based qualifications to ensure that the priorities 
and needs of our member countries are addressed and this is where our partnership with 
APTC plays a crucial role.  
 


