
1 
 

  
KEYNOTE SPEECH BY 

ACTING VICE-CHANCELLOR AND PRESIDENT, DR GIULIO PAUNGA 
AT THE AWARDS CEREMONY - MICRO QUALIFICATION IN ESTABLISHING AND 

OPERATING A SMALL SEAFOOD BUSINESS SOLOMON ISLANDS COHORT AT THE 
USP SOLOMON ISLANDS CAMPUS, HONIARA, SOLOMON ISLANDS. 

TUESDAY 29 JUNE 2021, 11.00AM TO 12.00PM 
 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND WELCOME 
 
Tangio Tumas, Master of Ceremonies, Mr Eric Irosaki, for the kind introduction. Always 
inspiring to see our students lead in historical interventions as such. 

 
Malo e Lelei, Halo Olaketa and a very good morning to you all from Suva. 
 
• Head of the European Union (EU) Delegation for the Pacific, His Excellency, 

Ambassador Sujiro Seam; 
• The Director of the USP Solomon Islands Campus, Dr Billy Fito’o;  
• USP Solomon Islands TAFE Coordinator, Mr John Paikula; 
• The Facilitator of this Fantastic Micro-Qualification, Ms. Janny Bentley; 
• USP Solomon Islands staff; 
• Members of the media who are here to give this great intervention and our awardees 

visibility; 
• Friends and colleagues; 
• The USP-PEUMP Programme Team and; 
• Our very important group in the room - our 18 Awardees; 

 
We may be in Suva, Fiji - linking up with you virtually BUT it is the currents of the Pacific 
Ocean that has brought us together today. 

TO THE AWARDEES 

To our Awardees, Congratulations!  

• You are a milestone as not only are you the First awardees to be part of the Micro-
Qualification delivered outside of Fiji but it’s actually the first awards ceremony at 
the USP Solomon Islands Campus after we cancelled previous graduations and awards 
ceremonies due to COVID-19, a year ago. 
 

• As you have beautifully sung – ‘we will as islands rise and sing’ because of this 
reaffirmation we will continue to count our blessings. 

 
• Around this time last year in Suva, Fiji we had the first cohort awards ceremony of 

this microqualification in establishing and operating a small seafood business 
in Suva, Fiji, and a few months later its second cohort awards ceremony. 

 
• Collectively, you are amongst the first fifty-nine (59) awardees in the Pacific-ACP bloc 

and world to hold this micro-qualification. 
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• In response to the multi-faceted challenges in the Pacific region brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic this third regional cohort of the micro-qualification in the 
Solomon Islands has been delivered in partnership with the USP-Pacific Technical and 
Further Education (USP-TAFE). 

 
• I am happy to see that this two-week face-to-face cohort consisted of eleven (11) 

women and seven (7) men.  
 
• Out of the fifty-nine (59) Pacific Islanders collectively with the delivery of three 

cohorts, thirty-five (35) are women. 
 
• This has been made possible through scholarships awarded by The University of the 

South Pacific Pacific-European Union Marine Partnership (USP-PEUMP) Programme. 
 
• Despite the border closures as result of the global pandemic COVID-19, we have 

managed to have representation as one region of Pacific Ocean Custodians yet again. 
 
TALKING POINTS  
 
• The important element of this micro-qualification is the opportunity to give small 

seafood businesses operators especially in the Pacific Island States, a fighting chance 
to survive during this era of COVID-19. 

 
• Whilst we in Fiji are taking precautionary measures to flatten the curve of the rising 

COVID-19 cases, congratulations to you all for becoming COVID free.  
 
• Please continue to listen and take heed of the advice from the Ministry of Health and 

Medical Services. 
 
• We are large ocean states but with loss of employment prevalent in our region, the 

risk of COVID-19 infections amongst other socio-economic factors, the USP-PEUMP 
Programme has taken this challenge and turned it into an opportunity to ensure that 
small scale operators are not marginalized but can instead thrive. 

 
• Most of you have shared the challenges you faced yourselves but the Pacific Ocean 

continued to feed us and provide strategies for income.   
 
• With that reflection shared, I will tell you how we are here - USP is one of four key 

implementing partners of the overall PEUMP Programme, an initiative funded by the 
European Union and the Government of Sweden.  

 
• The USP, as an implementing partner, focuses on building the capacity for Pacific 

islanders and in Timor Leste through education, training, research and development 
in fisheries and marine resources management. 

 
• Without the funding from the European Union and the Swedish Government, our 

donor partners, we would not have been in this room. 
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• A sincere appreciation to His Excellency, Ambassador, Sujiro Seam, the Head of 
Delegation for the European Union in the Pacific and his team. 

 
• Deep appreciation also to Ms. Åsa Hedén, Head of the Swedish Regional Development 

Cooperation for Asia and the Pacific and her team. 
 
• Sharing details about this micro-qualification course it focuses on the fundamentals 

of establishing and operating a small seafood business; business models and business 
plans; marketing strategies; basic accounting; records and operational management; 
legislative requirements for business establishment; and ongoing compliance. 

 
• It assists Pacific Islanders to operate their businesses successfully and helps 

entrepreneurs to establish and operate a new seafood business. 
 
• Together in partnership with our donor partners we the University of the South 

Pacific have made a commitment to build capacity through education, training and 
research and development for key stakeholder groups in fisheries and marine 
resources management.   

 
• With its mission and the current challenge presented by the global pandemic, COVID-

19, the USP is more determined to provide communities and countries in the Pacific –
ACP bloc through this Programme the relevant, cost-effective and sustainable 
solutions, including entrepreneurship opportunities to rise above challenges. 

 
• This week I hear Solomon Islands USP Campus has announced that you can apply to 

graduate in October this year. I am told some of you are part of this list, some of you 
have children, friends and relatives able to graduate as the Pacific Ocean with its 
bountiful of resources helped you get here.  

 
• And rest assured the USP will continue to be a servant of knowledge as it is the 

premier institution of higher learning for the Pacific region, uniquely placed in a 
region of extraordinary physical, social and economic diversity. 

 
• Once again, thank you to the European Union and the Swedish Government, everyone 

at the Solomon Islands Campus and our USP PEUMP Programme Team for investing 
in our Pacific Island communities as without your support this historical intervention 
would not be possible.  

 
• As I conclude today, I would like to read out the second stanza of the touching hymn 

like an ode to the Pacific Ocean you just sang: 
 
“We praise him for the ocean vast 
With throbbing reef and coral shore 
For fish and shell and mighty whale 
For all his gifts our thanks we pour” 
 
Thank you, Malo Au’pito 
 


