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TALKING POINTS FOR PROFESSOR PAL AHLUWALIA 

VICE-CHANCELLOR AND PRESIDENT 
AT THE COVID 19 HAND WASH STATION LAUNCH 

ON FRIDAY 14 AUGUST 2020, 10.30AM  
USP SHELTERED WALKWAY NEXT TO HAND WASH STATIONS 

 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

• Members of the Senior Management Team 
• Our students 
• University staff 
• The OHS Team 

 
Good morning and thank you for making the time to attend the launch of this important 
initiative supporting our efforts for COVID-19 health and safety measures. 
  
TALKING POINTS 
 
• The COVID 19 Pandemic and its unprecedented repercussion have impacted every 

facet of our lives. 
 
• At USP it has affected how we deliver our teaching, learning, research and working 

methodologies  
 
• As the VCP of USP I chair the USP Disaster Management Committee and in mid-

January this year, the USP DISMAC was first notified of escalating cases of Novel 
Coronavirus occurring in China and SE Asia.  

 
• The initial impact to USP, came when several Confucius Institute staff who were due 

to arrive in Fiji from mainland China, had their travels postponed until further notice. 
 
• From late January 2020, USP DISMAC issued an immediate travel restriction of its staff 

and students, to both regional and international travel, in addition cancelling a series 
of international conferences and workshops scheduled to happen in Laucala campus 
at the time. 

 
• Following the declaration of a global COVID 19 pandemic by WHO in March and now 

with COVID 19 positive cases emerging in regional countries, the USP DISMAC 
prepared a USP COVID 19 Pandemic Management Plan to provide guidance to USP on 
escalating and deescalating actions to be taken within the university in response to 
evolving pandemic situation. 

 
• Several regional countries undertook repatriation of their students to their home 

countries and USP international staff were at liberty to also do so as international 
repatriation flights were organized by their embassies here. 
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• Several meetings with heads of regional and international embassies were held to 
ensure them of the safety, health and wellbeing of their students residing on 
campuses.   

 
• SPAC was instrumental in set up of COVID 19 information portal on USP Webpage, 

which served as main information noticeboard for all COVID 19 information and 
activities of the university. 

 
• In addition, a COVID 19 helpline was established to assist students with information 

pertaining to their courses and general wellbeing.  
 
• New health protection interventions were implemented, on campuses these included 

curfews, safe distancing, temperature checks, handwashing, wearing of face masks, 
gloves, remote teaching, and learning, zoom meetings and restrictions on social and 
mass gatherings. 

 
• A COVID 19 vote code was established to cater for unprecedented costs of procuring 

COVID 19 health protection equipment and consumables.  
 
• In mid-March and April, with the emergence of COVID 19 positive cases in Lautoka 

and Suva, both the Lautoka and Laucala campuses underwent a period of campus 
lockdown in compliance with lockdowns imposed by Fiji government in these areas.  

 
• The March 2020 Laucala Graduation was cancelled.  
 
• The mid semester break was extended by 2 weeks.  
 
• Work and study from home for staff and students was enacted in all our campuses for 

the duration of the lockdowns and until June 22nd.  
 
• In the midst of this, TC Harold at Category 4 – 5, swept into Vanuatu, Fiji and Tonga, 

and for a week in April efforts were redirected to respond to damages to these 
campuses that were affected.  

 
• USP as an institution is very fortunate that only minimal losses occurred thus enabling 

the university to refocus back to responding to the COVID 19 pandemic over the next 
few months.  

 
• In May and June, the university DVCs worked tirelessly with their faculty Deans, 

Campus Directors and Department Heads to fulfil the recommendations set by the Fiji 
Higher Education Commission and Ministry of Health, in preparing the online delivery 
of courses and teaching, preparing the physical spaces and facilities to meet safe 
distancing and health protection provisions for the anticipated resumption of face-to-
face classes on June 22nd. 

 
• On August 3rd, Semester 2 for all USP campuses, commenced. 
 
• Students and staff returned to a different campus than that which they had exited, 

several months earlier. 
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• Current COVID 19 health protection guidelines by the World Health Organization and 

Fiji Ministry of Health and Medical Services, highly recommends regular handwashing 
with soap and water for 20 secs as often as possible. 

 
• E&I Laucala, over the past month has been installing hand wash stations here at the 

Laucala campus, and similar installations are in progress in the other USP regional 
campuses. 

 
• I conclude my speech, by saying that it gives me great pleasure to launch the use of all 

hand wash stations placed on this campus, and I declare its use, open for use by all 
persons on campus.  

 
• Please join me in washing our hands at this hand wash station. 
 
Vinaka Vaka Levu  


