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USP Hosts its Alumni in Canberra

USP Vice-Chancellor and President Prof. Rajesh Chandra with USP Alumni and invited guests at the
USP Alumni Canberra Event Seating (L-R) Prof. Dharmendra Sharma (6th), Prof. Satish Chand (7th),
H.E Brain Kaoi (9th), Prof. Satendra Nandan (10th), H.E Fiona Indu (12th), among others.

T

he University of the South Pacific
(USP) hosted an Alumni event
in Canberra, Australia on Friday
13 March 2015 for the first time.
Around seventy (70) USP Alumni
and invited guests gathered to celebrate
their time at USP.
Speaking at the event, USP Vice-Chancellor
and President, Professor Rajesh Chandra
said that “Alumni gatherings are always
happy occasions, tinged with nostalgia
for the good old times and real excitement
about the future”.
There are close to 44,000 alumni
throughout the Pacific Region and across
the globe in many professional capacities.
The establishment of the Alumni Network
enables USP to strengthen and expand
communication and partnerships, both
regionally and internationally.
“Tonight, I am very happy to be able to say
that the USP Alumni Network is taking form
across the region, linking alumni around the
Pacific and beyond with each other and the
University,” said Professor Chandra.
“USP has, after all, been in existence for
47 years, and many of our alumni hold
positions of prominence in the public and
private sectors. USP represents one of
the best and most successful examples
of regional co-operation. This is what the
Chair of Forum, USP Alumnus and Prime
Minister of Vanuatu had to say in his Forum
Lecture in 2013: A good example of early
regionalism was the establishment of the
University of the South Pacific, a flagship

institution for regional cooperation which
has played a vital role in building a shared
identity for the Pacific. Its establishment
in 1968 demonstrated long-term thinking
and a true commitment to regionalism,”
continued Professor Chandra.
Speaking on behalf of USP Alumni at the
event, Professor Dharmendra Sharma,
a USP Alumnus of 1978, current Chair of
University of Canberra Academic Board
and Academic at the University of Canberra
first acknowledged the Ngunnawal people
as the traditional owners and custodians

inspire the future”, he continued.
Professor Sharma said, “USP has
prepared us Alumni well to excel not
only in our academic disciplines but as
professionals and global citizens. Its rich
multicultural heritage/environment and
student experience (both academic and
non-academic) have been invaluable and
unique to us. The environment goes a long
way in delivering to emotional intelligence
and giving students all-rounded skills
and experience to navigate our lives to
fulfillment”.

Alumni, whose past is rooted in the USP
experience, are a key component of the
whole University’s future direction
of the land on which the Alumni event
was held and also paid his respects to the
Elders of the Ngunnawal nation both past
and present.
“This evening is to relive some of the home
experience, reflect on our USP journeys and
the formative experience we gained from
USP, and to celebrate USP’s contributions
towards shaping us individually, our people
and our communities, said Professor
Sharma.
We should also explore possible ways of
better engaging with USP in supporting its
journey forward. As John F Kennedy put
it - “let’s celebrate the past to awaken and

“USP produces thought leaders, policy
makers/influencers, professionals etc. not
only for regional countries but countries
internationally are benefitting from the
contributions,” he further added.
Echoing similar sentiments, Author and
Emeritus Professor Satendra Nandan said
“I, of course, have a very special affection
for USP-my professional academic journey
began in February 1969 when I, with Jo
Nacola, a former senator, minister, mayor,
were the first two local lecturers appointed
to teach English”.
“I’ve been lucky enough to study and teach
and visit on fellowships to give lectures
CONTINUED on page 3
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Prof. Dharmendra
Sharma
Extract from Speech at the USP
Alumni event, Canberra
- Friday 13 March 2015

I

t’s indeed a great pleasure to share
my views on behalf of the alumni at
tonight’s function.

I wish to start by acknowledging the
Ngunnawal people as the traditional
owners and custodians of the land on
which we are meeting today and pay
respect to the Elders of the Ngunnawal
nation both past and present.
Vice-Chancellor and President Professor
Chandra, Mrs Chandra, distinguished
guests, fellow alumni of USP and friends.
It’s great to see you all this lovely autumn
Canberra evening. The smiles around are
nostalgic and it feels so special being
among our own.
Also on behalf of the special people
– the alumni of USP - Thank you ViceChancellor and your USP team for
hosting this special, inaugural event for
us. It’s a great opportunity to connect
with the USP alumni family and friends
here in Canberra.
This evening is to relive some of the
home experience, reflect on our USP
journeys and the formative experience
we gained from USP, and to celebrate
USP’s contributions towards shaping
us individually, our people and our
communities. We should also explore
possible ways of better engaging with
USP in supporting its journey forward.
The 50,000 strong alumni have effectively
been the engine, the energy and the
inspiration to drive much of the progress
and prosperity in the region.
Reflecting, the USP values go a long
way towards meeting the challenge in
breaking down the artificial walls towards
creating a united, respecting society of
people of diverse backgrounds.
USP has prepared us alumni well to excel
not only our academic disciplines but as
professionals and global citizens. Its rich
multicultural heritage/environment and
student experience (both academic and
non-academic) have been invaluable
and unique to us. The environment goes

a long way in delivering to emotional
intelligence and giving students allrounded skills and experience to navigate
our lives to fulfillment.
One of USP’s unique selling points
is education and student experience
integrated in multicultural experience
through practice grounded in the rich,
diverse and unique Pacific culture.
As alumni, we appreciate how knowledge
translates to power and how it dispels
darkness and fear. It’s a profound gift for
the fortunate for which we are indebted.
Our alumni have demonstrated why
we are special and much respected
internationally especially for our work
ethic, quality of work, dedication, respect,
resilience, enthusiasm and so on – the
globally sought personal, professional
and social values. Also everyone would
agree that the Pacific smile is special!
USP has also established itself as the
intellectual nerve centre for and with
govts and pvt organisations in the region.
It is the region’s intellectual capital or
‘think tank’.
I vividly remember colleagues coming
to USP from the time I joined USP as a
student in 1975. We came from Jahanam
to Babasiga, Colo to remote areas of
Lau, and from different corners of the 12
member countries from the region. We
came from humble backgrounds, some
very shy and several with tears in their
eyes leaving home for the first time illprepared to move outside of our comfort
zones with much fear of the unknown.
USP embraced us, cared for us and
made us feel very much at home.
I fondly remember the other initiatives to
unite people from different backgrounds.
Multicultural weeks including feasting,
music & sports went a long way.
The campus has a strong sense of
community, it has been vibrant, engaging
and inclusive. Those humble days are
firmly etched in my mind. I didn’t have
any confidence to front up to people let
alone challenge authority! USP seemed
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a hope from the distance and I went in
pursuit.
The opportunity came after I completed
my studies at Xavier College. I grabbed
it with both hands! I am thankful for
it and the supportive, exciting and
engaging environment provided by USP
to realise my aspirations and potential.
The experience for me was surely
transformative, character molding and
confidence building.
Nothing beats seeing the smiles on the
faces of many alumni and hearing such
success stories.
There is nothing as constant as change in
the Higher Education sector irrespective
whether you are in Fiji or here in Australia
or anywhere else in the world.
The Vice-Chancellor and I have attended
a Universities Australia conference
this week where the leaders in Higher
Education were reminded that we are
‘Shifters and Shapers’. Shift happens &
it happens every day!
The universities are regularly challenged
to deliver to new goals of education,
research and innovation responding to
the dynamically changing environment
and legislative landscape. An increasing
impost on us is also to run universities
as business so as to resource our growth
and to sustain it.
So while we celebrate the success of
our alma mater and the achievements
of our alumni, how can we collectively
support USP’s exciting journey ahead?
USP has a rich resource - access to its
international family of at least those 50k
alumni around the world. We the alumni
from Canberra are excited to get involved
given an opportunity.
Let me conclude with Vivian Greene:
“Life’s not about waiting for the storm to
pass...It’s about learning to dance in the
rain!” Keep the USP flag flying!
Click here for the full version of Prof.
Dharmendra’s speech.
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Striving for
Diplomacy

A

and readings at many tertiary institutions
but none has played the creative catalytic
role of USP in my academic life. For the
first time people like me, who grew up in
remote villages, who studied in primary
and secondary schools predominantly
with children of one ethnicity, were at USP
in a class where we had students from at
least a dozen cultures and communities,”
Professor Nandan continued.

H.E Mr. Brian Kaio
with his wife Stephenie

n interest in news and
international affairs was
the driving force behind
Brian Kaio studying History/
Politics and Geography at The
University of the South Pacific where
he graduated in 2007.
“When I was a young kid, the news
was dominated by the collapse of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) and the Gulf War. Stories of wars were
interesting as a kid because at the same time action movies were quite popular such
as American Ninja, Rambo and Commando,” he recalls.
Now the Acting High Commissioner for Samoa in Canberra, Australia, a post he took
up in April 2014, H.E Kaio credits USP with providing him with knowledge that has
helped his career and his current diplomatic role.
“Studying at USP put things into perspective and provided a basic knowledge on
various subjects. You can’t go without history and research. It developed my analytical
and judgmental approach to issues that required in-depth understanding,” said Acting
High Commissioner Kaio
With his parents as his inspiration, he always had to try his best. “Their sacrifice
and hard work to ensure that I had access and remained in school was my drive for
success. It was always a struggle with little money for raising a large family but our
education was second to none with their priorities,” he said.
“USP is a special place. The good and bad times makes it more memorable. The Halls
of Residence, USP Rugby, Open Day, Multicultural environment and student life all
played an integral part in preparing me for life outside the confines of a lecture room”
he continued.
“I almost didn’t complete USP because my scholarship was terminated in 2006 due
to academic failure as my priorities gave way to less important activities. I had to
come back as a private student and this time married. My wife had already found
work in Samoa and that paid for my airfares and tuition fees. I am most thankful for
her contribution.”
“There was a lot of pressure to complete with the added responsibilities of raising my
own family. I had to stay with relatives in Colo-I-Suva which meant I had to be super
early to campus and vice versa. One day, as I was heading home, Dr. Desmond Amosa
stopped by and asked about my situation. Immediately, he offered to take me into his
place. Dr. Amosa and his wife (Palepa Amosa – Former Samoan Student Counsellor)
provided the much needed shelter close to campus that enabled me to remain after
hours for more research and studies. They unequivocally supported all my financial
expenses and were the pivotal mentors that encouraged me to work hard so I can
graduate. For that, I am always grateful for the unfeigned generosity by Dr. Desmond
Amosa and his lovely wife Mrs. Palepa Amosa towards my final year in Fiji. They are
my Good Samaritans. Vinaka Vakalevu.”
With aspirations for a diplomatic career and foreign affairs, he said “the primary goal
was to work in the Foreign Service after USP. H.E Kaio recalls “I didn’t know much
about it until I entered the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Samoa. A diplomatic
posting is a privilege and a rare opportunity that you have to put in the hard work
to learn and prepare for it. Thus, I wanted to be selected for one because it is an
invaluable experience in a diplomatic career.”
“I was appointed in March 2013, to the post of Counsellor. On 18 April 2014, the former
High Commissioner of Samoa to Australia, the late H.E Lemalu Tate Simi passed away
unexpectedly. He was a great mentor and father figure in providing guidance to my work
as a young diplomat. I resumed the duties as Acting High Commissioner until such time
our Government appoints a new High Commissioner” concluded H.E Kaio.
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“Many countries in the region have national
USP campuses. Some have national
universities. They all add to the sum-total
of our education and enlightenment of
the regions of the mind and beyond, but I
think none can replace USP in its historical
significance or in its quest for centres of
excellence. It has acted like a magnet
to attract many fine minds from all over
the world—certainly in its international
connections and linkages,” Emeritus
Professor Nandan said. Following the event
in Canberra he wrote an article on the event
and his experience at USP and it can be
found on the following link http://fijisun.
com.fj/2015/03/18/focus-usp-alumni-newhorizons/
USP Canberra Alumni event was the first
of many as USP hosts these events in
countries where USP Alumni reside in order
to build the Alumni network and encourage
Alumni to give back to the institution ahead
of USP’s 50th Anniversary in 2018.
“The development of alumni relations
is crucial to USP’s achievement of
excellence by its 50th anniversary in 2018.
Alumni, whose past is rooted in the USP
experience, are a key component of the
whole University’s future direction”, said
Professor Chandra.
Professor Chandra impressed upon the
Alumni to remain connected to USP and
generously assist the University which has
been instrumental in their journey to where
they are today.
The Canberra Alumni event was significant
as it was the first ever held in Australia. It
was also the first event where USP Alumni
got an opportunity to purchase USP Alumni
merchandise and receive USP Alumni ID
Cards, which will identify them as USP
Alumni and also enable them to enjoy
discounted benefits. The merchandise will
soon be available on USP Alumni website
(www.usp.ac.fj/alumni) for purchase.
Notable Alumni at the event included Acting
High Commissioner for the Solomon Islands
Ms. Fiona Indu, Acting High Commissioner
for Samoa Mr. Brian Kaio and Author,
Emeritus Professor Satendra Nandan and
Professor Satish Chand.
Ms. Sheona McKenna, Counsellor Regional
Health, Education and Gender and Mr.
Frank Thompson, Assistant Director
Health and Education, Regional Pacific
Branch from the Australian Government
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
(DFAT) also attended the event.
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Looking for
Economics
of Peace

Luke Forau in Canberra.

F

or USP Alumnus and Solomon Islander Luke Forau, the plan
was to return to work at the Central Bank of Solomon Islands
after completing his Masters at the Australian National
University (ANU), build up his career and spend time with
his family but encouragement from his mentor saw otherwise.

... the motivation to focus
on this area stems from a
personal conviction that
we all need peace.

Luke graduated with a Bachelor of Arts from USP in 1996.
“I was not planning to pursue a PhD after I completed my Master’s
Degree at ANU, Luke recalled. However, following some serious
self-evaluation and encouragement from one of my key mentors
(now my supervisor) to pursue my PhD, I decided to try my luck on
the then Australian Leadership Award (ALA) scholarship. After three
years into the programme at the University of New South Wales, I
can now say that I think I made the right decision. And I give a very
big thank you to Professor Satish Chand for his encouragement and
for believing in me.”

“However, following the restoration of peace in the Solomon Islands
by the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI),
the Solomon Islands economy rebounded. The rebound was so
impressive, that the rates of economic growth were very high, even
higher than the neighbouring Pacific Island countries”, he further
added.
Through his PhD research, Luke will find out and address his major
economic concerns “whether or not the current peace environment,
which enabled these high growth rates, is sustainable. If it is not,
then how can it be sustained? Indeed, nobody wants to go back to
that path of conflict again.”

Focusing on the economic struggle for people in Pacific Islands as
the foundation of his PhD studies, Luke said “I am looking at the
‘Economics of Peace’. In particular, I am investigating the extent
of the contribution of peace to the rebound in the Solomon Islands
economy, both at the macro and micro level.”

“Therefore, the motivation to focus on this area stems from a personal
conviction that we all need peace. In fact, peace is a necessity not
only for economic prosperity, but also for humanity. So in my project,
I try to measure (quantify) peace and investigate its impact on the
Solomon Islands economy (both macro and micro level). In doing
so, I am building a computable general equilibrium (CGE) model for
the Solomon Islands. The findings from this project should be able
to point to some policy directions that the responsible authorities
can undertake to sustain peace (or rather avoid a return to conflict).”

“In our struggle for (economic) development, we meet a lot of
challenges along the way. One of the challenges Solomon Islands
experienced, and for which it became a ‘reverse in development’ was
the civil conflict (which came to be known as the ‘ethnic tension’).
The Solomon Islands economy was severely battered by this ethnic
tension, causing misery to the lives of many people,” he said.
According to the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
“In December 1998, existing ethnic tensions on Guadalcanal rapidly
escalated. Many Guadalcanal people resented the influence of
settlers from other islands and their occupation of undeveloped land
in and around Honiara. Violent clashes involving rival militant groups
erupted, destabilising Solomon Islands and undermining national
institutions and coherence. This situation persisted for more than
four years.”

With Professor Satish Chand, also a USP Alumnus as his supervisor,
Luke hopes to complete his studies at the end of 2015 and return to
work at the Central Bank of Solomon Islands.
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USP gave
me the best
3 years of
my life
Adam Shah is now based at the Google headquarters in London.

O

riginally from Balebasoga,
Labasa, Fiji, Adam Shah’s
fascination with computers
started in school. “In school
we used to have Computing Science
class once a week and do a lot of
theory work. But the last 15 minutes of
the class was always my best part of
the week because the teacher allowed
us to type. Inspired by tech movies, I
always wanted to do cool things with
computers,” recalls Adam.
Driven by his fascination for computers,
Adam got a scholarship to study at
The University of the South Pacific
(USP) where he graduated in 1998
with a Bachelor of Science majoring in
Mathematics and Computing Science. “I
think it was the hardship in up-bringing
which gave me the initial push. But
none of this would have been possible
without the Scholarship,” Adam said.
“I also remember what made me think
that I will go and study at University. It
was my form 4 teacher, Mrs Murti, She
used to tell us stories about University
and the social life. It was the type of
life I always wanted to live so I worked
towards it,” continued Adam.
Forbes
says
“that
Information
Technology (IT) has been with us since
3000 BC introducing such technologies
as the Abacus and now we are in the
Fourth generation of the Electronic
age (1979 – present). This means that

graduates like Adam completed their IT
degrees at a time when the IT industry
was growing and in great demand for
the Millennium.”
“Finding a job wasn’t easy. The IT market
was good but companies preferred
real life work experience. Luckily, the
final year project we did in Computing
Science was very useful to demonstrate
some work experience. We did a project
for Fiji’s Department of Environment and
managed to get a reference letter from
their IT Manager. This was very helpful
as a reference” recalls Adam.
From a career in IT in Fiji, Adam moved
to Australia where he worked for the
University of Western Sydney and
Macquarie University until October
2012 before moving to Google Apps
Australia where he won the Recognition
Award for Outstanding Contribution
(Integrity, Quality and Leadership) in
the Asia Pacific Region in 2014 and
now he is based in London at Google
headquarters.
“In terms of the work, my role is Google
for Work Project Manager. I lead clients
to deploy Google products across their
organisations. Essentially we help our
clients to work smarter,” said Adam.
“Google Apps for Work (formerly
Google Apps for Business) is a suite
of cloud computing productivity and
collaboration software tools and
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software offered on a subscription
basis by Google. It includes Google’s
popular web applications including
Gmail, Google Drive, Google Hangouts,
Google Calendar, and Google Docs.”
According to Google, more than 5
million organisations around the world
use Google Apps, including 60 percent
of Fortune 500 companies
“In 10 years’ time I would like to be
operating my own Cloud Consulting
business. The more I do these Cloud
Transition project the more I am loving
it. And I know a lot of businesses out
there are struggling with their current IT
challenges which can easily be dealt with
by some of the new cloud innovations.
I also and strongly believe that we don’t
have a lot of IT ‘experts’ who can speak
the simple business language. I want to
be that person who listens to business
problems and translate them into IT/
Cloud Solutions,” said Adam.
“I am proud to be a USP Alumnus.
Things that stand out in my head about
USP is not only the education. Yes
education is the backbone and is what
carries you across but use the time
in University to grow. Make friends,
explore, discover and learn. I do not
think you will ever get an opportunity
where you have so many of similaraged peers which similar ambitions
working together. It’s also where I met
my partner,” concluded Adam.
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Sukhia wins
at Women in
Business
Awards
Sukhia Go receiving her award from the President of WIB, Dr. Nur Bano Ali and Westpac
General Manager Adrian Hughes. Photo Credit: Fiji Sun and Westpac Women in Business.

T

he University of the South
Pacific (USP) Alumni, Sukhia
Tuimaleali’ifano Go, has won
the Aspiring Entrepreneur of the
Year Award at the Women in Business
(WIB) Awards 2015 which was held on
March 7th at the Grand Pacific Hotel.
Ms. Go has completed her degree in
Management and Economics at USP
and graduated with a Post Graduate
Certificate in Human Resources
Management at the March 27 2015
Graduation Ceremony.

used to be a staff while her father still
holds a position at the Faculty of Arts,
Law and Education.
Ms. Go’s business, The Gift Hut,
specialises in hand block printed fabrics
using a traditional printing method.
“We pride ourselves on that because in
addition to promoting small businesses,
the Gift Hut also promotes Pacific
culture. All our printing molds are hand
carved blocks and the motifs are all
Pacific prints”, she added.

If you are afraid of the unknowns, then
reach out to those who have already
accomplished it and seek help through
mentoring and networking.
In an interview Ms. Go said, “It is very
important to have a degree nowadays
as the labor market is very competitive
and it definitely helped me leverage
myself in the professional space.”

The Gift Hut currently supplies garments
to MH’s, Tappoo and Jean – Michele
Cousteau in Savusavu. They are also
based at boutiques in Papua New
Guinea and in Tokyo, Japan.

She further added that she has had a
long relationship with USP as her mother

When asked to share some words of
advice for current USP students, Ms.
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Go said, “Don’t be afraid and become
paralysed by fear. If you know where
you want to be, where you currently are
and if you have what you need to get to
your destination, then do it.”
“If you are afraid of the unknowns, then
reach out to those who have already
accomplished it and seek help through
mentoring and networking. Always try
and surround yourself with the experts
in the field”, she added.
The Director of Development, Marketing,
Communication and Alumni, Mr. Jaindra
Karan who was at the WIB Awards Night
congratulated Sukhia for this success.
“It was a proud moment not only for
Sukhia and her family but also for the
University because here is a USP Alumni
who took a bold step and tried out her
entrepreneurial skills and within a very
short time became successful. She
is a good role model for other Alumni
and students to expose their skills,” Mr.
Karan said.
The University is emphasising a lot
on entrepreneurship in its academic
programmes and Ms. Go’s recent
recognition is a shining example
of having confidence in one’s
entrepreneurial skills.
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Researchers to
benefit from paper
on Neural Networks
Dr. Rohitash Chandra

U

SP Alumnus and Lecturer at
the School of Computing,
Information and Mathematical
Science (SCIMS) Dr. Rohitash
Chandra published his first paper titled
Competitive Cooperative Coevolutionary
Recurrent Neural Networks for Time
Series Prediction at the ‘ Institute of
Electrical and Electronics Engineers
(IEEE) Transactions on Neural Networks
and Learning Systems’, which is
recognised as an A* publication by USP
and also the No. 1 journal in the area of
Neural networks.
Dr. Chandra is from Nausori, Fiji. He
graduated in 2006 from The University of
the South Pacific before pursuing further
studies overseas. He returned to Fiji in 2012.
His latest publication at the IEEE is his
35th refereed scientific publication besides
three poetry collections. His third poetry
collection will be launched in Fiji soon.

“My area of research interest is mainly
nature-inspired computation methods that
includes machine learning and optimisation
with application to real-world problems
such as robotics, energy forecasting,
climate change, medical and environmental
informatics”, explains Dr. Chandra.
“I began work on this paper when I joined
USP back in December 2012. This paper
expands on work from my PhD where
I developed novel machine learning
methods for neural networks. It took
about a year of work on this paper alone
- although it is based on some algorithms
that were developed earlier. It took
about 14 months to rigorous review in
order for the paper to be published,” Dr.
Chandra continued. Dr. Jito Vanualailai,
Director Research at USP’s Research
Office congratulated Dr. Rohitash on the
publication of his paper.

Dr. Rohitash further reiterated that, “the
paper will help engineers and computer
scientists who are working in the field
of machine learning and optimisation to
build innovative software and solutions
for solving real-world problems such as
medical decision making, autonomous
driving
systems,
automatic
face
recognition systems, weather forecasting
and cyclone track prediction.”
Dr. Rohitash will also be attending the
IEEE conference in May in Japan to
present three (3) other similar research
papers.
“I look forward at presenting our research
at the conference and hope to work
further in more real-world applications of
the methods developed,” concluded Dr.
Chandra.

Hardwork pays off for Peni

I

t was an exciting day for Peni
Volavola as he sat in the audience
waiting to receive his Certificate IV
in Project Management at the Pacific
Technical and Further Education (Pacific
TAFE) graduation on 6th February 2015.

Already an alumnus of USP, Peni
completed his Master of Business
Administration in 2013, but decided to
pursue further studies with Pacific TAFE
as their curriculum was relevant to his
work.

‘I found the unit on managing multidiscipline projects especially relevant to
my work now with the current Nasrup
Project that is responsible for the road
upgrading’ said Peni.
The team leader Engineering Projects
at Telecom Fiji Ltd, Peni said his studies
would not have been possible without the
support of his employer and his family,
especially his wife Faith.
For his hardwork, Peni was recognised
as the Most outstanding student in
Project Management at the graduation
ceremony.
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Peni Volavola after his graduation.
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My BSc in Marine
Science set the
foundation for my
professional career
and helped me to
think analytically.

Lydia Keppler
Lydia received a gold medal for being the most outstanding graduate with
a major in Marine Science at USP’s Medals and Prizes Ceremony in March.

Country: Lydia Keppler

Where do you see yourself in 10 years (career and/or
personal goals)?

Country: Germany

I would like to have a PhD in Physical Oceanography and
be a researcher at a university. I would also like to have
adopted some children from Zambia by then (my wife’s
mother is from Zambia) and live in a place that is warm
and has a clean ocean to swim in.

Programm: Bachelor of Science (Marine Science)
Why did you choose your field of study?
I love the ocean and want to make a contribution to
science and to our collective understanding of the oceans.

What advice would you give to current and future
students of USP?

Briefly reflect on your student life at USP?
I lived near campus and was able to cycle to and from uni.
I loved the atmosphere at Lower Campus with the familiar
faces, the ocean breeze and the great conversations
during breaks.

Plan your days, weeks and semester to be efficient with
your time. Rather than not doing much throughout the
semester and then working all day and all night before
exams, try to make it steadier. That way, you should not
have too much last minute stress and still have plenty of
time to have some fun.

Greatest achievement[s] as a student?
My MS311 (Directed Study) research project.

Please share top three tips that you think are most
important for our current students or recent graduates
that will help them when starting out on their career
paths.
- Try to find what you are passionate about and make it
your job.
- Aim high- the sky is the limit
- Be yourself

Career Highlights since Graduation?
An oceanographic research cruise in the Tasman Sea
(3 weeks), as part of the Tasman Tidal Dissipation
Experiment (TTIDE).
Who/what do you credit your success to? What
inspires you?
My wife Shupiwe supported me in so many amazing ways.
Not only financially, but also in terms of encouragement,
by challenging me, and by being so proud and supportive
of me.

What has your involvement been with the University
since you graduated?
Research Internship (physical oceanography) with
PACE-SD in Laucala in collaboration with the Institut de
Recherche pour le Développement (IRD) in Noumea, New
Caledonia.

How do you think USP helped you in your career?
My BSc in Marine Science set the foundation for my
professional career and helped me to think analytically.
It introduced me to research and academia and it also
showed me, that my passion within the marine sciences
is physical oceanography.
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Mohammed
Shakeel Khan
Mohammed received a gold medal for having the most outstanding overall results in a Postgraduate Diploma.

Name: Mohammed Shakeel Khan

very proud and happy. This will definitely motivate other
students enroled from different centres to aim for such
awards.

Country: Fiji
Programme: Postgraduate Diploma in Mathematics

Career Highlights since Graduation

Why did you choose your field of study?

2004 – 2008: Assistant Teacher at Xavier College

It is a very exciting and demanding discipline. Mathematics
is for individuals who are willing to think logically and
creatively and then explain those thoughts precisely.
Applying mathematical models to real world problem is
very rewarding and interesting.

2009 – 2011: Head of Department Science at Xavier
College
2012 – Mar 2013: Assistant Principal at Xavier College
Mar 2013 – Now: Teaching Assistant in Mathematics
and Physics at USP Lautoka Campus

Briefly reflect on your student life at USP?
At times its very challenging as studies at USP requires
high level of commitment and dedication. However we
also have various activities organised within the campus
that helps in balancing our leisure life with academic work.

Who/what do you credit your success to?
What inspires you?
My inspiration are my parents. They were not fortunate
enough to get proper schooling during their time but they
went out of their way to support us in our studies so all my
achievements belong to them. In 2004 graduation I was
awarded 2 gold medals for my outstanding performance
and the happiest person that time were my parents. That
made me work even harder so that I could get that same
smile again on their face. The sad part is that my mother
is no more with us to see me achieving this success today
but I am sure she must be happily seeing me from the
heaven that her prayers have been answered.

Greatest achievement[s] as a student
2004 Graduation – I was awarded 2 gold medals and
prizes for being the best graduating student with a major
in Education and also for being the most outstanding
student in the School of Humanities.
2015 Graduation – I was awarded Gold medal and Vice
-Chancellors prize for achieving the most outstanding
results in a postgraduate diploma (Joint Award). For the
first time a Lautoka Campus student has achieved such
an award at Postgraduate Level and that makes me feel

CONTINUED on page 10
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What advice would you give to current and future
students of USP?

How do you think USP helped you in your career?
Apart from the academic knowledge, USP helped me to
develop my teamwork skills, leadership skills and enabled
me to appreciate the diverse cultures that exist within our
pacific countries. This enabled me to successfully work
with different group of people at my workplace.

There is no gain without sacrifice. If you want to achieve
success you need to be determined and committed to
your studies. Avoid anything that can come between
you and your success. Prepare a study plan and follow
closely. Meet deadlines and avoid last minute rush.
Proper planning is the best way forward.
Please share top three tips that you think are most
important for our current students or recent graduates
that will help them when starting out on their career
paths.

Success belongs to all
those who are willing
to go the extra mile and
prepared to sacrifice.
Don’t give up until you
achieve the goals that
you have set for yourself.

As graduates embark on their career paths they need to:
• Explore New Education/Training Opportunities
• Find balance in your life to avoid burnout.

• Make strong network with colleagues at work as it
helps to improve performance and also help you get
through days that may be rough for you.
What has your involvement been with the University
since you graduated?ß
From 2004 to 2012 I had been a part time Tutor in
Mathematics at Lautoka Campus. From 2013 I am
working as a TA on a full time basis.

Describe any challenges you face to reach where you
are today and how you overcame those challenges?
My family was not financially stable during my days at
USP so I had difficulties coping up with the demands of
Suva city life but with strong self-confidence I managed
to move on with whatever I had. At times I felt that the
workload was just too much to handle but then with
proper planning managed to overcome the obstacles
along the way.

Any other information you would like to share.
To the current students at USP - Success belongs to all
those who are willing to go the extra mile and prepared
to sacrifice. Don’t give up till you achieve the goals that
you have set for yourself. Never get disheartened if things
don’t happen as you wanted it to, believing in yourself is
very important if you want to become something in life.
Never underestimate your strengths and be prepared to
learn from your mistakes as that will make you stronger
and better.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years (career and/or
personal goals)?
Complete my PhD in Mathematics.

Mohammed Shakeel Khan with relatives at the at
USP’s Medals and Prizes Ceremony in March.
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Leann Kendall
Leann received a gold medal for having the most outstanding overall results
in a Postgraduate Diploma at USP’s Medals and Prizes Ceremony in March.

Name: Leann Kendall

recommitted to their initial goal of being better students
and ultimately being the best they could possibly be.

Country: Guyana

Greatest achievement[s] as a student

Programme: Postgraduate Diploma in Arts in Psychology

My greatest achievement as a student was the occasion
of being awarded the gold medal and Vice-Chancellor
and President’s Prize for the most outstanding overall
results in a Postgraduate Diploma. [Joint Award]. In this
moment I felt validated that my commitment, dedication,
struggles and sacrifices were worth it and that my dreams
are still bona fide.

Why did you choose your field of study?

I have always been intrigued by observing people since
I was a child. The way they interact and their specific
idiosyncrasies have always piqued my interest. And as
I grew, so did my passion. Taking my childhood love of
the mind and interaction to a professional level was only
natural and so my study in psychology was a logical step
in my personal pursuits.

Who/what do you credit your success to? What
inspires you?

Briefly reflect on your student life at USP?

My unwavering focus on success and my distaste for
mediocrity has always driven me throughout life. These
traits have impacted my work ethic personally and
professionally. Additionally my desire to make my parents
and loved ones proud has also been a motivational factor
for me.

In a word my student life has been SENSATIONAL. Being
a student here at USP has been a gratifying experience,
encompassing academic pursuits such as the enriching
classroom presentations and heated debates thereafter,
to extracurricular enjoyments like performing in Plantation
Theatre under the tutelage of renowned playwright and
author Thomas DeTitta of the United States, and also
performing with my fellow international students at the
University’s Open Day.

There are several things that inspire me in life and all
are equally as important. One of these is music. As
ideally stated in Plato’s Republic “Music is a moral law:
It gives soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight
to the imagination, and charm and gaiety to life and to
everything.”

I tried my utmost to make use of all available opportunities
as expedient as it was to do so. My favorite aspect of
my student life at USP however, was being a part of the
graduation choir.

Another source of my inspiration has been my brother
– Andrew D’Enycour Kendall. His ingenuity and overall
dedication to my success has been incredible; and this
further motivates me to continue striving towards higher
heights.

This experience is a performer’s dream and leaves nothing
to be desired. Under the expert and inspiring direction
of Mr. Igelese Ete I know every student that has joined
USP’s Graduation Choir has left rejuvenated, revived and

CONTINUED on page 12
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How do you think USP helped you in your career?

and maintain a healthy balance between practicing my
craft and academic publications.

I am currently a full time student at The University of the
South Pacific but it is envisaged that upon completing my
studies at this institution I will utilise the necessary skills
and expertise amassed here to the best of my abilities. I
will endeavor to utilise my Pacific knowledge inculcated
with the skills and expertise of my homeland and try my
utmost to positively impact change.

What advice would you give to current and future
students of USP?

Your learning experience should never be limited to
classroom. Try your utmost to be a well-rounded student
and use all available opportunities as learning experiences.
Additionally, regardless of the hurdles that may come
your way, and the stumbling blocks you may encounter,
trust in the creator, embrace your strengths, work on your
weaknesses and always rise to the occasion.

Describe any challenges you face to reach where you are
today and how you overcame those challenges?

A challenge I faced was coming half way around the world
to pursue higher education. Being over 8000 miles away
from the ones I love, while studying, has been difficult
since my “sounding board” and “security blanket” were
not physically present with me. To overcome this I sought
refuge, trusting in the Almighty, and relying on technology
and the power of music to overcome my trying days.
And in moments when I felt overwhelmed, and wanted
to throw in the towel, I reminded myself of the reason I
began in the first place.

Please share top three tips that you think are most
important for our current students or recent graduates
that will help them when starting out on their career
paths.

• Become involved in extracurricular activities. Your
GPA can only take you to a certain point within the
workforce. Yes, formal education is important but
employers are also interested in your overall qualities as
such your ultimate goal should be to make yourself as
marketable as possible to prepare for the competitive
labour force. Being involved in extracurricular activities
can build your confidence, enhance your social skills
and highlight your willingness to be a team player and
theses are traits that are necessary in the labour force.

In those trying times I remembered to keep pressing
forward because the show must go on and the harder the
struggle, the more glorious the triumph.

Your learning experience
should never be limited
to classroom.

• It is imperative that you understand the importance of
social media and how it can affect your career desires.
Optimise your use of social media by ensuring that it
presents you in a positive manner both personally and
professionally.
• Be passionate about your field of study and always
remember, as ideally encapsulated by the mottos of
my alma mater: “Labor Omina Vincit” – Work conquers
everything; so “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do
it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou
goest.” (Ecc. 9:10).

Where do you see yourself in 10 years (career and/or
personal goals)?

Within the next 10 years it is my desire to be established
as a clinical child psychologist with expertise in social
networks and emotions within the Caribbean and
subsequently further afield. To ensure this I would have
completed my Masters and doctoral studies in this area

Leann with friends at the awards ceremony,
USP Laucala Campus.
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Stephane Bong
Stephane received a gold medal for the most outstanding graduate with a major in Social Work.

Career Highlights since Graduation

Name: Stephane Bong
Country: Vanuatu

I am currently working at Central School in Port Vila,
Vanuatu.

Programme: Bachelor of Arts in Social Work and
Psychology

Who/what do you credit your success to? What inspires
you?

Why did you choose your field of study?

I credit my success to my parents and my wife as they were
very supportive of me over the three years of studies. The
things that inspire me were my skill of commitment and self
discipline that help me achieve what I have and who I am
today.

I chose my field of study in relation to my current reflection
on the social issues that are affecting my country Vanuatu
and the Pacific Islands with regards to social issues.
For example, teenage pregnancy, drug abuse, criminal
activities, mental and emotional issues, non communicable
deceases and environmental changes that have greatly
rose on high rates across my country and the Pacific as a
whole. Therefore, these issues have made me reflect and
decided to take us Bachelor of Arts major in Psychology
and Social Work to help me equip with the skills needed in
order to assist and address some of these issues.

How do you think USP helped you in your career?

USP had provided every service I needed in order to
achieve my career

Describe any challenges you face to reach where you
are today and how you overcame those challenges?

The challenges I faced was the distance relationship I had
for the past three years without the presence of my wife
and two daughters. I overcame it by calling them every day
and praying with them.

Briefly reflect on your student life at USP?

First of all I would say I enjoyed my time as a student at USP.
Even though I had a lot on my plate, I was able to balance
each responsibility and enjoy student life. For example, I
have family that I need to look after in Vanuatu, living with a
son in Fiji and studying was a bit of challenge but enjoyable.
I was able to study and do other things such as mentoring
SW200 and SW201 for other students who needed help.
I also participated in workshops and training outside of
campus, for example on suicide prevention and social work
workshops and training. The other enriching experience for
me was the practical I had in different organisations within
Suva as part of my professional development and studies.
Above all my student life was enriching and successful.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years (career and/or
personal goals)?
I am planning to do my Masters and move on to PhD and
become a lecturer at the University

s

What advice would you give to current and future
students of USP?
Be committed and discipline yourself in order to achieve
your goals. Also trust yourself because if I can do it, I
believe you also can do it.

Please share top three tips that you think are most
important for our current students or recent graduates
that will help them when starting out on their career
paths.

Greatest achievement[s] as a student

The greatest thing I have achieved as a student was my
goals to do well in my studies and get a gold medal. It was
my objective and I have achieved it by receiving a gold medal
and a offer to do my Masters. So my goals achievement was
through my determination and commitment to my studies.

Be committed, disciplined and trust yourself.
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In this edition of the Alumni News, we
feature Alumni from 1990 – 1999

Rajendra Singh graduated in 1990 with
a Bachelor of Arts and is currently on a
secondment from the US firm to Price
Water-house Coopers in Tokyo, where he is
a Partner in Financial Services Practice

Nagin Patel graduated with a Bachelor of
Education in 1996. A passion for teaching
and the belief that “Education is Endless”
is what drove him to pursue a career in
education. Nagin is originally from Labasa,
Fiji.

Jayati Prasad graduated with a Diploma in
Educational Admin in 1990, a BA in 1991,
and a Postgraduate Diploma in Geography
in 1993. He is originally from Ba, Fiji, but
currently resides in New Zealand.

Priya Chattier graduated with a Bachelors
degree in 1997. She was awarded two
gold medals for her hardwork. She then
did her Master’s degree at USP and is now
doing her PhD at the Australian National
University (ANU) in Canberra, Australia.

Dr. Mukesh Prasad is an Alumnus of USP,
having graduated with his undergraduate
and master’s degrees in 1991 and 1995
respectively. He is from Boca, Labasa
Vanualevu. Dr. Prasad is the Policy and
Research Manager at Clubs Queensland.

Nicholas Cornelius graduated in 1997.
Since scooping the Gold Medal award for
Literature and being named the best overall
School of Humanities student, Cornelius
went on to start an illustrious career in the
media world.

Mesake Nawari graduated from USP with
a BA in Accounting and Economics in 1992
and a Postgraduate Diploma in Accounting
and Financial Management in 1997.He is
currently a Senior Fellow in the Graduation
School of Business at USP.

Mona Moto graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Applied Psychology and
Management in 1997. He is from the Cook
Islands and resides in Auckland. Mona is
the Manager - Trade Export and Promotions
for Pacific Trade and Investment.

A’eau Christopher Peter Hazelman
graduated in 1993 with a Bachelor of Arts
degree and was recently appointed as the
Pro-Chancellor of the National University of
Samoa.

Jovilisi Qoroya graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in 1998 and Master of
Commerce in 2011. With his children as
his inspiration, the sky was the limit. He got
promoted to a senior level position at work
after his Master’s graduation.

Clive Zeke graduated from USP in 1994
with a Bachelor of Arts and a Law Degree
from the Waikato University in 2011. He
is originally from the Solomon Islands but
works and resides in New Zealand.

Lensley Livu Bani Kwiri graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts in Geography, Population
studies and Demography in 1998. He is
from Vanuatu. He loved Geography at
school so picking a major at USP was not
a problem.

Filifilia Iosefa graduated from USP with a
BA in 1994 and MBA in 1998. He is from
Samoa and is currently the Engineering
Sales & Marketing Manager at Computer
Services Limited in Samoa.

David Chand graduated in 1999 with
a Bachelor of Engineering Technology.
Originally from Fiji, David now works and
resides in Canberra Australia.
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My days at USP
Pro Vice-Chancellor National
University of Samoa Christopher
Hazelman at the National
University of Samoa awards.

C

hristopher Hazelman graduated
in 1993 with a BA Geography
and Sociology. Mr. Hazelman
is the Pro-Chancellor of the
National University of Samoa. Here, he
recalls his days as a student at USP.
“I was 19 years old as a first year, hence
still immature and probably more focused
on my social life more than my studies.
However living on campus in the Halls of
Residence was such a great experience
where life-long friendships began with
students from around the region. Learning
different cultures and languages building
relationships that were cemented as
a Geography major, especially when
we went on 2-3 day fieldtrips. As for
Sociology, I spent so much time in
the library with classmates trying to
understand every second word from
the many readings and supplementary
readings. So much so that by 300 level,
some of the papers in philosophy really
challenged my own personal beliefs and
faith as a 21 year old.
Socially, it was a time of personal
growth in learning the realities of being
independent, becoming an adult, making
mistakes along the way and learning
from them.
Personally USP brought out the leader
in me and learning what it means to be
a leader. Learning to listen and listen
carefully to what others are saying. I
was a Residential Assistant in the Halls
of Residence, hence I was learning to be
flexible as you’re dealing with different
people from different environments
and they all have their own unique
perspectives in life.
My faith as a Catholic was strengthened
our
Catholic
Students
through
Association of which I was President.
I must acknowledge the role of the late
Fr. John Bonato who was such a father
figure to all catholic students in USP.

He made sure that there was always an
opportunity for students to celebrate
Mass on campus, the annual retreat to
the Ashram (just out of Nadi) was always
a highlight as we were students from
around the region, yet we all shared
our faith as Catholics. Then having the
Pacific Regional Seminary located not far
campus and building friendships with the
Seminarians was truly special.
I was very proud to be the Vice Captain
and member of one of the few USP Rugby
teams to win both the Suva Club Rugby
and the Inter-Tertiary Competitions in
1992. I do not know if there has ever
been another USP team to have achieved
this. We were a group of Fijians, Tongans,
Samoans, and a Tokelaun under the
leadership of our coach Dr. Pa’o Luteru
who were able to blend different styles of
rugby into one. In1992 we were the team
to beat in Suva as we were not afraid to
take on Army, Prisons, Raiwaqa, Nabua.
I must admit that rugby was a form of
release for me as there were times that
I was frustrated academically so taking
the field, I would blow off steam. As a
team we became brothers with such
deep and mutual respect for one another.
There was no Samoa, Fiji, etc, there was
only the TEAM and I credit our Captain
Etuate Manufetoa from Tonga for his
leadership both on and off. Today we’re
still connected on Facebook.
During my Post Grad year in 1994 I was
on the Student Council and there were
issues that we had with certain lecturers.
They really did not take our concerns
seriously and were literally mocking us.
I didn’t like it and so pushed the Student
Council to take action which led to a
student strike. Later in the year the ViceChancellor and Administrations made
certain decisions that in our view were
not right and again we took action.
I started teaching as a 21 year old and by
1996, I was appointed the Principal of the
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Catholic Senior School. My appointment
was the first lay-person (not a priest
or religious) to take leadership in the
Catholic Church. In 2003 I became the
Director of Catholic Education and have
been involved with Education review and
development at all levels in Samoa which
includes the Ministry of Education and the
National University of Samoa. In August
2014 I was appointed Pro-Chancellor of
the National University of Samoa by His
Highness the Head of State under the
recommendation of Cabinet. Even with
these responsibilities I continue to teach
in our catholic schools.
My parents, my wife and children
and family are all part of my success.
However there were so many people in
Catholic Education who took me under
their wing when I first started. I was
always the youngest amongst so many
experienced educators in Samoa from
both the public and private sectors, and
so I was never afraid to tap into their
wealth of knowledge.
In Samoa the USP Graduate network is
very strong and diverse in all sectors of
our community. The bond that we share
knowing that we all came from USP has
helped in providing assistance in many
ways as an old saying goes, “it’s good to
know people.”
I am a teacher so obviously we have the
universal complaint that we teachers are
at the bottom of the salary scale. However
as teachers we are a different breed of
people in that we share a certain passion
in helping young people become better in
life. To me there is no greater feeling than
to know that you have made an impact
on the life of a person, because to teach
is to touch lives forever. As a result today
after 20 years in the field and 11 years
as Director, there are so many students
who have shared their gratitude and have
achieved success through our efforts.”

In Brief

USP Alumni

merchandise
Available now at the USP Book Centre
Laucala Campus and online.
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50

Get yours today!

USP Alumni

ID cards

Register now and
enjoy alumni benefits
Contact the Alumni Office to get your Alumni ID Card.
T: (679) 3232914 E: alumni@usp.ac.fj

IO S E FO B E L E T A B A L A L A
11 June 1982 - 21 March 2015

Res t in P eace
CONDOLENCES
Our deepest condolences to family and friends of USP
Alumnus, Mr. Iosefo Bele Tabalala. He was a member of
the USP Rugby team and graduated from the University
in 2009 with a Bachelor of Arts. Rest in peace!

Thanks Pure Fiji

for sponsoring 5 prizes for USP Alumni Registration, Here are the 5 winners with Pure Fiji
Client Services & Shipping Manager Ms. Antoinette Copeland.
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Stay Connected
to USP, your

Alma Mater!
Our professional network provides opportunities make new business
contacts, obtain referrals, view professional profiles of other alumni and
inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavors.

Register Online: alumni.usp.ac.fj

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

Twitter@USPAlumni

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin

unisouthpacific

For more information, contact the Alumni Office
T: 679 3232914; E: miller_i@usp.ac.fj / alumni@usp.ac.fj

