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Alumni News is an initiative that will from now 
on keep you abreast of all alumni-related 
activities on a quarterly basis.

This is the best way to connect with 
USP’s alumni. This quarterly e-newsletter will allow 
us to strengthen and expand communication and 
partnerships with our alumni. 

It is also in line with our Strategic Plan 2013-2018 
where one of our initiatives is to develop Alumni Plan 
under Priority Area Seven - Governance, Management, 
Leadership and Continuous Improvement.

The Alumni e-newsletter brings to you the latest Alumni 
news, in particular highlighting the achievements of 
USP and it’s Alumni in the region and from around the 
globe. 

Since its establishment in 1968, the University has 
graduated over 40,000 alumni, many have gone 
on to become prominent personalities and leaders 
in government, public institutions, private sector, 
academia and various other professional fields 
throughout the Pacific region and beyond.

As alumni, you are encouraged to engage with the 
University by sharing your ideas and contribute towards  
the future direction of USP, assisting in realising USP’s 
Vision and Mission, and fostering a meaningful and 
lifelong mutually beneficial relationship.

USP is proud and continues to be committed 
to producing graduates such as yourselves, with 
outstanding leadership abilities, a sense of purpose, 
intellectual capacity and a commitment to the 
development of the region.

We hope that you will enjoy reading what we 
have in store for you and please register online on  
alumni.usp.ac.fj if you haven’t already. We welcome 
your news and profiles which we wish to publish in our 
subsequent issues.

Welcome to the 
inaugural issue of the 

USP Alumni E-Newsletter

Jaindra Karan
Director Development, Marketing, Communications and Alumni
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Alumnus Dr. Jagdishwar Singh, who completed his 
undergraduate and master degrees at USP in 1977 and 1988 
respectively, was the recipient of the Geoffrey Marel Award 
2013. Dr. Singh received the award at the 2013 National 
Prevocational Forum in Adelaide, South Australia.

The award acknowledges Dr. Singh’s efforts as a key 
contributor to prevocational education and training in 
Australia for almost nine years, of which the first year was 
with the Postgraduate Medical Council of Victoria (PMCV). He 

developed, designed and implemented the now well-regarded 
national Professional Development Programme for Registrars 
(PDPR) and its accompanying Trainer Accreditation Programme 
(TAP) to boost the quality of teaching and supervision provided 
to prevocational doctors.

Dr. Singh is currently the General Manager of the 
Confederation of Postgraduate Medical Education Councils 
(CPMEC), the peak body for prevocational medical education 
and training in Australasia.

Razeen wins outstanding research award
Razeen is an Alumna of USP having completed her undergraduate degree in 2004 and Masters in 2009

An assistant lecturer at The University of the South Pacific’s School 
of Governance and International Affairs recently won the Outstanding 
Research Award for her paper during the Global Conference on 
Business & Finance held in Hawaii on 6-9 January 2014.

 Razeen Ali’s paper has also been accepted for publication in the 
Global Journal of Business Research.

 An ecstatic Razeen said one of the great things about winning an 
award is that it takes people to paths they never dreamt.

 “For me, that path has just begun. Obviously I feel great and 
perhaps more confident in researching and writing,” she said.

 A special session was on Ethics and Public Administration where 
Razeen presented her paper.

 “I guess the Pacific context and the topic of ethics within public 
administration in the paper attracted some attention. My paper 
generally talked about the effectiveness of the Public Service codes of 
conduct within Fiji,” she said.

 She dedicated this achievement to her mother who was present 

during the conference.
 “My mum was very proud when I got 

this award. I never thought of becoming 
an academic during the early stages of my 
career as I was a very practical and a field 
driven person,” she said.

 “However, circumstances have pushed 
me in this field and I guess I am enjoying it 
so far.” 

 Academics and professionals from around 
45 different countries attended and presented 
at this four day conference. Razeen was the 
only one from the Pacific Region.

 Her paper emanated from her research 
project on “Ethics in the Public Service – the case of 4 PICs” funded 
by the research office, under the SRT of Government, Public Policy 
and Social Cohesion.

Dr Singh 
wins big 
in 2013 

 An ecstatic Razeen said one of the great things about winning an 
award is that it takes people to paths they never dreamt.

 “For me, that path has just begun. Obviously I feel great and 
perhaps more confident in researching and writing,” she said.

 A special session was on Ethics and Public Administration where 
Razeen presented her paper.

 “I guess the Pacific context and the topic of ethics within public 
administration in the paper attracted some attention. My paper 
generally talked about the effectiveness of the Public Service codes of 
conduct within Fiji,” she said.

 She dedicated this achievement to her mother who was present 

 “However, circumstances have pushed 
me in this field and I guess I am enjoying it 
so far.” 

 Academics and professionals from around 
45 different countries attended and presented 
at this four day conference. Razeen was the 
only one from the Pacific Region.

 Her paper emanated from her research 
project on “Ethics in the Public Service – the case of 4 PICs” funded 
by the research office, under the SRT of Government, Public Policy 
and Social Cohesion.
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Alumni Benefits 

The Career Centre and Services is an initiative of Campus 
Life. According to Glenn Pope, Group Manager Campus 
Life, ‘it was set up in August 2013 to provide services that 
are equal to if not better than Australian and New Zealand 
Universities’.

‘Basically, the Career Centre uses a career hub 
database/portal that lists local, regional and international 
job vacancies conveniently for you on our website: 
www.usp.ac.fj/campuslife/careerscentre 

Currently we have about 17,000 USP Students, Staff 
and Alumni who use this service, continued Pope

Apart from easily accessible web listings, the Career 
Centre also organises Careers Fairs where students are 
able to meet with members from the Corporate Sector and 
Entrepreneurs. 

‘Through this Careers Fair, 20 students were able 
to secure employment with prominent business firms 
like KPMG and BSP’ said Semi Bilitaki, Campus Life 
Coordinator. 

Although the Careers Fair is now only available to 
students at USP’s Laucala Campus, the team at Campus 
Life hope to extend this service to USP’s other campuses. 

Register now at www.usp.ac.fj/alumni and enjoy the 
benefits of being a USP Alumni.

At The University of the South Pacific, not only do students 
receive an education that imparts skills and knowledge that are 
relevant in today’s job market but also assistance with a career 
and access to employment opportunities once they graduate.

There are many benefits to being a USP Alumni, we focus on the 
services offered by the Career Centre in this issue of the newsletter.

job vacancies conveniently for you on our website: job vacancies conveniently for you on our website: 
www.usp.ac.fj/campuslife/careerscentre 

Currently we have about 17,000 USP Students, Staff 
and Alumni who use this service, continued Pope

Coordinator. 
Although the Careers Fair is now only available to Although the Careers Fair is now only available to 

students at USP’s Laucala Campus, the team at Campus students at USP’s Laucala Campus, the team at Campus students at USP’s Laucala Campus, the team at Campus 
Life hope to extend this service to USP’s other campuses. Life hope to extend this service to USP’s other campuses. Life hope to extend this service to USP’s other campuses. 

Register now at www.usp.ac.fj/alumniwww.usp.ac.fj/alumniwww.usp.ac.fj/alumni and enjoy the  and enjoy the  and enjoy the 
benefits of being a USP Alumni.benefits of being a USP Alumni.benefits of being a USP Alumni.
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Dr. Huddie Namo is a USP Alumnus from the Solomon 
Islands who graduated with a MBBS Degree in 2002 and 
MBA in 2012

An interest in Biology was the driving force behind Dr. 
Namo wanting to become a doctor. But after graduating 
and joining the workforce in 2002, he knew that to a 
successful doctor and manager he needed to upgrade his 
management knowledge. He tells us why …

After graduating from the Fiji School of Medicine, I was 
posted to the hospital in Malaita, East Are’are district 
Solomon Islands where apart from being a doctor and 
caring for my patients and the community, I was the 
hospital manager as well responsible for administration, 
finance, HR basically an all-rounder.

I did my best but knew I could do better. Medical school 
did not prepare me for this management role so I knew 
that if I got the opportunity to study management, I would 
take it.

Life in the province was good. Being a Malaitan myself, 
it gave me an opportunity to serve my community.

Thanks to support from the Solomon Islands 
Government [SIG] and the Health Ministry, I was given the 
opportunity to study at The University of the South Pacific. 

Some of my friends and colleagues had done the 
Master of Business Administration [MBA] programme at 
USP and recommended it to me. 

Coming to study in Fiji was a good decision as I had 
access to the University’s learning resources and teaching 
staff. I especially enjoyed Prof. Jim McMaster’s lectures 
and appreciated his wide knowledge of the Pacific. 

Since my graduation in 2012, I am proud to say that 
I am back home in the Solomons Islands, as Director – 
Malaita Provincial Health Services and putting to good 
use the skills and knowledge I learnt from doing the MBA 
Programme.

Studying at USP changed my perspective and enabled 
me to become a better doctor and successful manager. The 
MBA programme has helped me a lot in my career and I 
recommend it to any manager who wants to pursue further 
studies. 

Doctor with many hats
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USP Alumnus pro golfer 
by Ronish Kumar

Vikrant Chandra, who studied law from USP, competed in his first New Zealand professional golf event on February 1-2. The two day 
NZD20, 000, Pro-Am was played over the two courses at Eketahuna and Masterton.

This was followed by another four events, including an attempt to qualify for the $900,000 New Zealand Open.
 “Certainly a true test for those looking to understand what life on tour could be all about. Survival! Especially when winning the 

event was not the most important goal, but being consistent enough to finish in the qualifying top eight. 
Chandra did this with consistent rounds of 75 76, 76 to be tied in 
seventh position,” NZPGA said. 

While talking exclusively to USP Media, Chandra 
said it felt great to achieve the goals he had set out to 
achieve late last year.

“through the good campus life, 
and online studies of law, it 
did give me a lot of time to 
practice and play golf.”

However for any successful athlete results come at a 
price. For Chandra he left his law practice last August to 
completely focus on golf from September in the hope of 
qualifying through NZPGA. “This (golf) is my work now as I 
will be earning a living from playing this,” he said.

Ecstatic Chandra also reminisced his days at USP saying 
“through the good campus life, and online studies of law, it 

An alumnus from The University of the South 
Pacific has finally received the biggest break 
of his professional golf career.

did give me a lot of time to practice 
and play golf”. 

“Some lecturers were very helpful in 
extending my assignment due dates, 

whilst some were hesitant too”.
Nonetheless passionate 

Chandra is now blissful 
about his golfing career. 
“My short term aim is to 
golf in New Zealand and 
hopefully get a start in the 

Fiji International in August 
this year but in the long run, 

I want to represent Fiji in the Rio 
Olympics”.

To be so passionate about anything 
can only come from a true role model 
and for this young golfer his parents 
(Pradeep and Anubha Chandra) were 
the ones who inspired him the most.

A balanced diet, physical wellbeing, 
mental stability, time management, 
pure hard work and support from his 
family are the secret to Chandra’s 
success story. 

“No question that this achievement 
by Chandra is a significant step in his 
progress towards representing Fiji at 
the 2016 Olympics,” said NZPGA 

posted to the hospital in Malaita, East Are’are district 
Solomon Islands where apart from being a doctor and 
caring for my patients and the community, I was the 
hospital manager as well responsible for administration, 
finance, HR basically an all-rounder.

I did my best but knew I could do better. Medical school 
did not prepare me for this management role so I knew 
that if I got the opportunity to study management, I would 
take it.

Life in the province was good. Being a Malaitan myself, 
it gave me an opportunity to serve my community.

and appreciated his wide knowledge of the Pacific. 
Since my graduation in 2012, I am proud to say that 

I am back home in the Solomons Islands, as Director – 
Malaita Provincial Health Services and putting to good 
use the skills and knowledge I learnt from doing the MBA 
Programme.

Studying at USP changed my perspective and enabled 
me to become a better doctor and successful manager. The 
MBA programme has helped me a lot in my career and I 
recommend it to any manager who wants to pursue further 
studies. 

Dr. Namo
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Got an article, have an opinion? Email: alumni@usp.ac.fj and we will include it in the next newsletter.
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A love for computers at an early age was the driving force for Shelvin Chand to study for a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree in Computer Science and Information Systems at USP. Since graduating in April 2013, Shelvin was 
fortunate to receive a scholarship [GA-ship] to pursue his Masters Degree in Artificial Intelligence.  

Taking time out from his studies, Shelvin volunteered as a tutor for the School of Computing, Mathematical 
and Information Sciences programming boot camp in early 2014.

‘I wanted to help the younger students who were having trouble with very basic concepts and maybe pass 
on some tips and tricks I used during my undergraduate days which could hopefully help them to master 
programming’ commented Shelvin.

The boot camp was organised by Dr Rohitash Chand, a lecturer with the Department and had 45 
participants.

Shelvin hopes to publish his masters research on artificial intelligence before starting his PhD.

Alumnus Volunteer 

The School of Computing, Information and Mathematical Sciences organised a 
weeklong training programme for students who were facing difficulties in programming 
and problem solving.Organised by Dr. Rohitash Chand, the C++ Programming Boot 
Camp was free for the 18 students that attended. 

‘I was lacking all the basic concepts of programming and coding’ said Sumeet 
Narayan (3rd year Bachelor in Engineering Student) but this camp has helped me a lot.

The camp was facilitated by Dr. Ittay Weiss, Dr. Carl Mooney and Dr. Rohitash Chand 
along with volunteer student tutors and mentors. 

Masters students and teaching 
assistants at The University of the South 
Pacific, Romitesh Kant and Eroni Rakuita 
recently won the Best Paper Award at the 
2014 Pacific Research Colloquium held 
in Australia.

The paper on Public Participation 
and Constitution Making in Fiji was 
co-authored by Romitesh and Eroni and 
presented by Romitesh at ANU. 

On the basis of this award, Romitesh 
has been given a one-month research 
fellowship at Australian National 
University and an opportunity to 
present his paper at the Pacific Update 
conference at ANU in June 2014.

His paper was on Public Participation 
and Constitution Making in Fiji.

“It feels great to win the award. I did 
not expect it but it was nice to see our 
work appreciated. It’s important for 
me that the work that we do at USP, 
especially research on Fiji is recognised 
and appreciated,” he said.

The paper critically examined the 
2012 constitution-making process in Fiji 
focusing on the principle of participation 
and how it was translated into practice.

My main motivation for 
being involved in this field 
has been to contribute to 
developing a culture of 
democracy in Fiji.”

This was one of the central guiding 
principles of the Commission and more 
importantly this principle is now judged 
as a universal tenet of constitution 
making.

While literature clearly shows the 
possibilities of constitution-making 
processes in transition from conflict and 
in post-conflict societies, experience of 
the 2012 constitution-making process in 
Fiji will highlight the inherent difficulties 
in such processes in situations of tightly 
controlled military regimes.

Passion for democracy and 
human rights and being part of the 
democratisation process but with 
integrity is what Kant always aims for.

“I have always been passionate about 
and interested and engaged in the 
field of human rights and democracy 
promotion and activism. Being part of 
the School and having knowledgeable 
and extremely resourceful mentors like 
Associate Professor Greg Fry, and Dr 
Nicola Baker has been a blessing,” he 
said.

Having volunteered and worked for 
the Citizen’s Constitutional Forum while 
still pursuing his undergraduate degree 
in History/politics and Economics 
and thereafter, Kant gained valuable 
experience in his field.

Romitesh Kant

“My main motivation for being involved 
in this field has been to contribute to 
developing a culture of democracy in 
Fiji,” he said.

“Fiji having gone through a series of 
coups and the divisions within society 
it has created, as a young person I feel 
that a lot of work needs to be put in, 
especially by the young, to ensure that 
Fiji can overcome the instabilities that 
has plagued us for a better part of two 
decades and that we come out of this 
as a more knowledgeable and critically 
engaged society,” Kant said.

USP Teaching Assistants scoop best paper award

Programming Boot Camp
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Tatiana Burn
2009 MBA Gold Medal Winner, 
Cook Islands

Kia Orana! A few years ago I was among 
the happy and relieved graduates in the 
graduation day audience. Happy – because 
I got the MBA and relieved, because the 
enormous personal pressure of the past 2 
years was over and I could get on with my life.

There is no better way to discuss the role 
USP plays in the development of the Private 
Sector in the Cook Islands, than through 
personal experiences and demonstrate how 
taking 2 years in the middle of running your 
own business can change you and your 
business.

After graduation 
I suddenly felt 
empowered.

When I embarked on the MBA programme a 
few people from the business community were 
sceptical – they believed business knowledge 
comes with practice and experience and the 
longer you do it, the better your understanding 
is. What is a business theory? What can 
Statistics and Organisational Behaviour teach 
you when you are running a small business on 
a small island in the middle of the Pacific?

My most powerful experience of MBA 
was the outstanding calibre of academic 
staff who came from all parts of the world 
and immediately elevated the level of the 
discussion from LOCAL and NATIONAL to 
GLOBAL. A lot of us found it very challenging 
to switch our minds from where we are in our 
business, our island, our village to where are 
we in the global world? How do all the factors 
that affect the global economy, environment, 
technology – influence and affect us in the 
Cook Islands. Where is our economy going? 

What will be the shape of it in 10, 20, 30 
years? What is the role of Government? How 
it can positively influence or hamper the 
development of the private sector? These are 
just some of the issues we discussed and I am 
forever grateful to all these scholars.

After graduation I suddenly felt empowered. 
It was a strange feeling of “I can do it”, “I 
know how to do it”, “I know what is the best 
practice of doing it and how I can adapt it 
to our environment” and “I know how to 
do it better!” So I put a lot of effort into our 
business transformation and new business 
ideas. I also felt the need to give back to the 
country and the people by using my new skills 
for the common good – I became a Member of 
the Price Tribunal, Executive of the Chamber 
of Commerce, taking active position on all 
issues affecting our economy. This would not 
have happened for me without USP. 

Now imagine that my experience is multiplied 
by 100. Imagine the CHANGE it can bring! 
What is it like doing business in the Cook 
Islands? I can tell you - It is tough! Great 
expression “the tyranny of distance” just 
about summarising it all – high costs of 
electricity, telecommunications, postal rates, 
shortages of skilled labour, general shortage of 
a labour force, high cost of finance, business 
fees and now the latest measures of the 
Government which are likely to lead to price 
increases, reduced sales and revenues, and 
possible staff cuts. There are no clear steps 

from Government aimed at energising the 
private sector, or to reduce the costs of doing 
business, or to provide incentives for business 
development, and new investment – yet only 
through these measures have we any hope of 
halting in some way the depopulation process. 

In my opinion the continued depopulation 
trend is a serious issue affecting the future 
of this country. With a continued increase in 
the imported labour force – there is no other 
choice for businesses now, but to import 
labour to insure the survival of the business – a 
big question is: what our country’s population 
is going to look like in 5 to 10 years’ time? 
Not only in terms of numbers but the actual 
composition of it? How might it affect land 
issues, culture, language, economy? Has our 
government got a strategy which should be in 
place right now on how this shift in population 
composition is going to be handled? What 
should be our immigration strategies? Maybe 
USP can encourage academic research in 
these areas? I don’t think anyone has clear 
answers at this stage, but we need to start 
putting the strategies in place now which can 
affect our future. An academic research and 
analysis of how similar trends were handled by 
other countries and how their national identity 
was affected might be of great value. 

Another area of required support from 
USP is the opportunity for businesses to 
UPSKILL our existing staff without losing them 
to lengthy overseas study, because we will 
never see them again. What we need help 
with is STAFF retention through up skilling 
and offering higher paid positions within local 
organisations. Some of the areas we need 
up skilling in are: accounting, management, 
business basics, marketing. There should be 
an opportunity to have evening and weekend 
classes and tutorials, structured around 
individual’s work schedule. USP should adapt 
to the needs of the business community, to 
become our partner in economic development. 

I would encourage all Cook Islands 
graduates to put skills learned at USP into 
practice for the good of our beautiful country 
and its people.

Kia Manuia 

Tebao Awerika
Tebao Awerika is from Kiribati. He graduated from USP with a BA in 
Managements & Economics in 2004 and a MBA in 2005. While a student 
at USP, Tebao led the Kiribati Islands Students Association in 2002. Even 
after graduating he keeps himself connected to USP through providing 
tutorial service at the extension center in Kiribati. He is married to 
Terengaiti Ieita-Awerika (a USP graduate herself) and together they have 
five beautiful children. 

Tebao is currently the Secretary for Office of Te Beretitenti (Office of 
the President). He also serves as the Director of the Kiribati Adaptation 
Project III and chairs the National Adaptation Steering Committee that 
provides Policy direction of the project whose memberships include 
Secretaries from key climate change stakeholder Ministries. 

My most memorable moment as a student: Sharing the hardships 
of the MBA programme with colleagues from the region who are now 
lifelong friends.

My greatest achievement after 
graduating from USP: Being able to 
participate in the international arena to 
advocate the plight of the Kiribati and 
Pacific Islands people as they face the 
grim future marred by effects of sea level 
rise.

What inspires you: The amount of work 
that needs to be done and the position 
of trust I am placed in that requires total 
commitment in order to deliver what is 
required to the people. Service is the 
underlying factor and the reward is the 
gratification that at the end of the day I have done what I could to the 
best of my ability.

Advice to current students: Put every effort into the courses you take 
as what you get out of the course is reciprocal to what you put into it. 
Put a plan in place which is achievable. During difficult times, remind 
yourself of your goal.

Alumni Profiles
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Where are you from? Fiji

Which high school did you attend? Adi 
Cakobau School, Sawani (1964 – 1969)

Why did you choose to study at USP? 
It was the only University at that juncture 
of my life

What year did you study at USP? 1978 
– 1985 (on part-time) 1986 – 1987 (Full 
time till Graduation – BA (Economics/
Public Administration)

Why did you choose this field i.e. 
why did it interest you, what career 
were you aiming for by studying this? 
I was already a Public Servant and 
then working in the Ministry of Finance 
Budget Division

Who/what inspires you? My parents 
had tried to force me to go to Uni from 
High School but I chose to get married 
first then returned to study after my 
husband himself did so in 1976.

Briefly explain about your student 
life i.e. starting uni, making friends, 
classes, groups you joined, 
memorable activities. My husband was 
my closest friend although we pursued 
different disciplines. With children back 
home, we had no time to spend with 
friends at University – the only friends we 
had were themselves and other married 
couples who, like us, had to juggle 
between study, work and families.

Brief explain about learning 
environment. We had no choice but to 
use ‘pen and paper’ so that we could get 
it typed on typewriters by folks we knew 
at work who had typewriters. 
Most memorable lecturer and why? 
Dr Roman Dubsky – he challenged every 
aspect of Public Administration that I had 
been exposed to up to that point in time 

(mid 80’s) with aspects of Public Sector 
Reforms that were then just evolving in 
the global community of public services.

If you could go back in time what 
would you change about your uni 
life? I wouldn’t have changed anything. 
Getting married and competing with my 
husband whilst raising my own children 
in the course of my Uni studies were 
themselves inherent incentives for me to 
pass all my examinations in addition to 
the expectations of my principals at my 
workplace to pass my examinations.

How did you feel when you graduated? 
Victorious – not very many (if any other) 
mother-of-four graduated along with 
me at the National Gymnasium that 
day. My Dad had passed away in May 
of that year, but my dear mom and dear 
husband and four children attended my 
graduation. It was a proud moment for 
my husband who had always felt that he 
intercepted my parents’ dream for my 
Uni education when we married.

Life after graduation, briefly explain 
career path from then to today? 
Initially joining the Fiji Civil Service in 
1972 as an Executive Cadet in the Public 
Service Commission, I served in various 
capacities in a number of Ministries 
and Departments including Agriculture, 
Fisheries, Rural Development, Education, 
Foreign Affairs, Health, Posts and 
Telecommunications, State Law Office 
and the longest for 15 years in the 
External Aid Unit and Budget Department 
of the Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Development. As a Senior Executive, 
I served as Director of Management 
Improvement at the PSC, as Counselor 
at the Fiji Embassy in Tokyo and as 
Director of Poverty Monitoring in the 
Ministry of Women, Social Welfare 

and Poverty Alleviation. I also served 
as Deputy Secretary in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and External Trade and 
in the Ministry of Women, Social Welfare 
and Poverty Alleviation. As Permanent 
Secretary, I served in the Ministry for 
Women, Social Welfare and Poverty 
Alleviation and in the Ministry of Local 
Government, Urban Development, 
Housing and Environment. 

I retired from Government in 2010 
and joined the United Nations to serve 
for 12months as a United Nations 
International Volunteer in the Planning 
and Budget Department of the Ministry 
of Finance and Economic Development 
in the Government of Tuvalu, based in 
Funafuti.

I rejoined Government in 2011 to 
take up my current role of Roving 
Ambassador/High Commissioner in the 
Pacific.

In the course of my above 
employment, I graduated from the 
Australian National University with a 
Graduate Diploma in Development 
Administration in 1989 and attended the 
Royal Institute of Public Administration in 
London (1995) and the European Institute 
of Public Administration (2005) 

Most interesting job since graduation 
– career highlight - My current role 
of Roving Ambassador and High 
Commissioner to eleven countries in 
the Pacific (Micronesia and Polynesia) 
and Fiji’s Special Envoy to the Council 
of Regional Organisations in the Pacific 
(CROP) Agencies, including USP, FFA, 
SPREP, SPC, PIF, SPTO, PIDP.
Advise to current / future students – In 
a nutshell – “Education is your right – but 
studying is your duty”.

H.E Litia Mawi
Litia is currently Fiji’s Roving Ambassador / High 
Commissioner. She is a career woman, wife, mother and 
grandmother to sixteen grandchildren of whom eight live in 
the UK and the eldest, a girl, is expecting a baby boy in May.

Brief explain about learning 
environment. We had no choice but to 
use ‘pen and paper’ so that we could get 
it typed on typewriters by folks we knew 
at work who had typewriters. 
Most memorable lecturer and why?
Dr Roman Dubsky – he challenged every 
aspect of Public Administration that I had 
been exposed to up to that point in time 

and the longest for 15 years in the 
External Aid Unit and Budget Department 
of the Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Development. As a Senior Executive, 
I served as Director of Management 
Improvement at the PSC, as Counselor 
at the Fiji Embassy in Tokyo and as 
Director of Poverty Monitoring in the 
Ministry of Women, Social Welfare 

and Fiji’s Special Envoy to the Council 
of Regional Organisations in the Pacific 
(CROP) Agencies, including USP, FFA, 
SPREP, SPC, PIF, SPTO, PIDP.
Advise to current / future students – In 
a nutshell – “Education is your right – but 
studying is your duty”.
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husband whilst raising my own children 
in the course of my Uni studies were 
themselves inherent incentives for me 
to pass all my examinations.



H.E. Mr Beniamino Salacakau graduated 
from USP in 1977 with a BA and a 
Graduate Certificate majoring in History 
and Geography. He later graduated with 
a Post Graduate Diploma in Development 
Studies in 2006. He is a former school 
teacher and sports personality. He was 
Principal in many schools in Fiji. Currently, 
Mr Salacakau is the High Commissioner for 
Fiji in South Africa. 

Dr. Morgan Tuimaleali’ifano is originally 
from Samoa. He has lived in Samoa, Fiji, 
New Zealand, and Australia and regards 
all of these countries as home. Morgan 
graduated from USP with BA in history, 
management, and sociology in 1977 and 
a MA in History and Anthropology in 1987. 
He later completed his PhD in History from 
the Australian National University in 1997. 
He has taught and traveled extensively in 
the Pacific region. He is currently the Head 
of the School of Social Sciences at USP 
Laucala Campus. 

Dr. Dharmendra Sharma, originally from 
Fiji but now residing in Australia, graduated 
from USP with a BSc in Mathematics 
and Chemistry in 1979, a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Mathematics and a MSc 
in 1988. He later completed his PhD 
in Computer Science at the Australian 
National University. He has been the Dean 
of the Faculty of Information Sciences and 
Engineering at the University of Canberra 
from 2004-2012. He has assumed various 

senior leadership roles in universities for over eighteen years. 
He was awarded the position of University Distinguished 
Professor by the University of Canberra in 2012 – being one of 
two awarded at the University. He is a Fellow of the Australian 
Computer Society, a Fellow of the South Pacific Computer 
Society and a Senior Member of IEEE. Dr. Sharma has served 
on several industry, academic and research bodies including 
government advisory committees. He was an academic at USP 
for 20 years prior to joining the University of Canberra.

Ms. Anna Pasikale, originally from Fiji but 
now residing in New Zealand, graduated 
with a Diploma of Education from USP 
in 1981. Anna has worked as a teacher 
in Fiji and New Zealand, a researcher, 
policy advisor and managed a variety of 
specialist teams in education, health and 
development assistance. She currently 
works for the New Zealand Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs & Trade in the Sustainable 
Economic Development Division as Deputy 
Director Human Development.

with a Diploma of Education from USP 
in 1981. Anna has worked as a teacher 
in Fiji and New Zealand, a researcher, 
policy advisor and managed a variety of 
specialist teams in education, health and 
development assistance. She currently 
works for the New Zealand Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs & Trade in the Sustainable 
Economic Development Division as Deputy 
Director Human Development.
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Mr. Usman Ali, originally from Fiji but 
currently residing in New Zealand, 
graduated with a Diploma in Education in 
1971, one of the first graduates of USP. He 
started his career as a teacher and soon 
after joined the Suva City Council as a Town 
Planning Assistant. At Suva City Council, 
he was offered a paid scholarship to study 
for an Honours Degree in Urban Planning at 
the University of Newcastle in the UK. He 

accomplished this and was admitted to become the holder of 
the title of Member of the Royal Town Planning Institute (MRTPI), 
a first for a Fiji citizen. After completing further studies in UK, 
he returned to Fiji in 1980 and was subsequently appointed as 
the Chief Planner for the City of Suva. Mr. Ali also taught at USP 
from 1982 to 1988 after which he moved to New Zealand. Mr. 
Ali continued his studies to gain post graduate qualifications in 
Environmental Economics and Environmental Law after which he 
pursued his career as a lawyer.

Mr. John Samy, originally from Fiji 
but currently residing in New Zealand, 
graduated with a BA from USP in 1972 
majoring in Economics and Sociology. 
He continued his studies at the University 
of Sussex and graduated with Master of 
Philosophy in 1977. Mr. Samy possesses 
extensive development and management 
experience in the public sector and has 
worked in 24 countries. In Fiji, he served the 

Government of Fiji for 15 years. He was Permanent Secretary for 
Economic Development and Planning including Trade, Industry 
and Tourism; and concurrently served as Chairman, Prices 
and Incomes Board for seven years. He later joined the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) and held several leadership positions 
including Deputy Director General position of the largest 
operational department in ADB. In the ADB’s over 40 years of 
history, this was the highest level in staff position occupied by 
someone from the South Pacific including New Zealand. Mr. 
Samy is also involved in philanthropic work. He founded and is 
actively involved in two charities: Initiative for Needy Children in 
Vietnam and Foundation for the Education of Needy Children in 
Fiji (FencFiji).

Dr. Anirudh Singh graduated from USP 
with a BSc in Chemistry and Biology in 
1972. He continued his studies at the 
University of Auckland and graduated with 
MSc in 1980. He then obtained his PhD 
from the University of Leicester in 1990. Dr. 
Singh has been a staff member of USP, on 
and off, since 1982, teaching in the Physics 
Department, managing the USP Lautoka 
Campus (before it was given the new name) 

and returning to the Laucala Campus later. Currently, he is an 
Associate Professor of Physics in the School of Engineering and 
Physics at USP. He is also a Project Supervisor, Project DIREKT, 
and a member of Pacific Energy Oversight Group (PEOG).
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Alumni Profiles

Dr. Winifereti Nainoca graduated from USP 
in 1983 with a BSc and Graduate Certificate in 
Education. She later completed her Masters 
from University of Wollongong in Australia and 
PhD from Massey University in New Zealand. 
She started her career as a teacher and after 
6 years of teaching in high school she moved 
to FIT (now FNU) where she later became the 
Head of School of General Studies (now known 
as School of Applied Science) for 6 years. She 
is currently working for UNDP as Team Leader- 
Environment.

Mr. Rajni Kant, originally from Fiji, graduated 
from USP with a BA in Accounting in 1985. He 
was a part-time tutor at USP for year 1 and 
2 accounting students until he migrated to 
Sydney, Australia. He has experienced rapid 
career progression and seniority within the firm 
he worked at in Australia. He now operates his 
own consultancy business, Kan & Kant Pty Ltd. 

Mr. Stanley Houma, originally from Solomon 
Islands but now residing in New Zealand, 
graduated from USP with a BA and Graduate 
Certificate in Education in 1986. Upon 
graduation, Stanley entered the field of 
education. He was head of secondary teacher 
training at SICHE in the Solomon Islands and 
helped to train and graduate secondary school 
teachers. He was a lecturer at USP as well. 
Stanley furthered his studies at the University 
of Waikato and graduated with a Master of 
Education Leadership. He currently works as 
a Curriculum Designer at UYEP World Bank 
Project. 

H.E. Litia Mawi graduated from USP with a 
BA in Economics and Public Administration 
in 1987. She furthered her studies at the 
Australian National University. She has a wealth 
of experience in public service that span over 
40 years. Ms Mawi started her career in the 
Fiji Civil Service in 1972 as an Executive Cadet 
in the Public Service Commission and rose 
through ranks. She served in various capacities 
in a number of Ministries and Departments in 
Fiji. She is currently the Roving Ambassador/
High Commissioner based at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 
Headquarters (Suva) and is accredited to 
eleven (11) Pacific Islands States and is Special 
Envoy to the Regional Organisations under the 
Council of Regional Organisations in the Pacific 
(CROP).

Mr. Harjeet Singh, originally from Fiji, 
graduated from USP with a BA in Accounting 
& Economics in 1987. After graduating he 
worked as an Accountant/Auditor for 2 years 
at Coopers and Lybrand (Lautoka) and then 
migrated to USA in 1989. He started his career 
in USA with Alamo Rent a Car. Later he was 
promoted to Regional West Maintenance 
Manager for the West Region that included the 
9 States on the West Coast and Hawaii Islands. 

Enterprise Rent a Car bought Alamo National Car Rental in 2009. 
He currently works for Enterprise Corporate as North America Bus 
Operations Manager.

Professor Biman Prasad graduated from 
USP with BA in Mathematics and Economics 
and Graduate Certificate in Education in 1985 
and a Post Graduate Diploma in Education in 
1988. He completed his Master of Commerce 
from the University of New South Wales, 
Australia in 1991 and Doctor of Philosophy 
from the University of Queensland, Australia 
in 1997. Professor Prasad is an international 
scholar and has contributed significantly to 

the debate on social and economic issues in the region. He was 
the former Dean of the Faculty of Business and Economics at 
USP and was also Professor of Economics and the Chair of the 
Oceania Development Network, a regional network supported by 
the Global Development Network. Professor Prasad resigned from 
the University in April 2014 and is currently the President of the Fiji 
National Federation Party.

Mr. Michael John Mangawai, from Vanuatu, 
graduated from USP in 1988 with a BA in 
Land Management and Development and is 
currently pursing MBA. After graduating he 
joined the Department of Lands under the 
Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources as 
a Senior Lands Officers. He made his way up 
to the Principal Lands Officers, the Director 
of Lands, and acting Director General for the 

Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources. Currently, he holds the 
post of the Executive Officer under Corporate Services Unit under 
the Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources. His work concentrates 
on policy and planning matters in relations to lands, water, mines 
and minerals, environment and energy. 

Ms. Rajneesh Charan graduated from USP 
with a Diploma in Applied Computing in 1989, 
a Diploma in Management Studies in 1996, 
and a Master of Business Administration in 
2000. She joined the Fiji Sugar Corporation 
Ltd (FSC) as a Systems Analyst Programmer 
and then moved on to New Zealand Pacific 
Training Centre (NZPTC) as Director of Studies 
and later was promoted to Regional Director – 
Western. In 2001 she rejoined FSC as Senior 

Systems Analyst/Programmer and in 2000 she moved up the 
corporate ladder as Assistant Manager – Systems Development. In 
2005, she became the first women in the history of The Fiji Sugar 
Corporation to assume an Executive Level Position as Manager 
Information Systems.

High Commissioner based at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 
Headquarters (Suva) and is accredited to 
eleven (11) Pacific Islands States and is Special 
Envoy to the Regional Organisations under the 
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Corporation to assume an Executive Level Position as Manager 
Information Systems.
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Narendra Jai Prasad 
Originally from Dreketi Macuata in VanuaLevu, 
Narendra completed a Diploma in Education 
in 1982 before being posted to teach at 
his home school. In 1989, Narendra was 
awarded an in-service scholarship by the 
Fiji Government to complete his BSc degree 
at the USP which he completed at the end 
of 1991. Narendra went on to complete his 
Masters degree in Chemistry in 2000 before 
migrating to Hamilton New Zealand in 2003 
where he still lives. 

Narendra is currently pursuing his PhD 
in Science Education at the University of 
Wailkato on the topic of “Public understanding 
of the Nature of Science and engagement with 
socio-scientific debates”.

Mahmood Ali 
First graduating with a diploma in Accounting 
Studies in 1987, Mahmood worked with 
Carpenters Fiji before moving to New Zealand. 
He now works as a business analyst in 
Auckland and credits USP with being able 
to work in a foreign country saying ‘USP has 
taught me how to be an important part of a 
business change and improvement process’.

Uday Narayan 
Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts Degree and 
Diploma in Educational Administration in 1987 
and 1989 respectively from USP. This laid the 
foundation for an illustrious teaching career 
for Uday Narayan before migrating to Sydney 
Australia. 
In Australia, Narayan worked as a Secondary 
School Teacher with the Department of 
Education & Communities in New South 

Wales while pursuing further studies. A career change in 2003 saw 
Narayan complete a Bachelor of Laws degree from the University of 
Western Australia and in 2004 being admitted as a Solicitor to the 
NSW Supreme Court & Barrister to the High Court.
‘I found The University of South Pacific as an outstanding institution 
providing a very high level of academic and research studies to its 
students. The academic and research skills that I learnt during my 
studies at USP compared to my other Universities in Australia are 
excellent. The course structure and contents including the teaching 
staff, library and administration are excellent. The course structure 
and contents are of the same level as my two other Universities in 
Sydney Australia’.
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LOOK BACK

The University of the South Pacific’s first graduation in 1971
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The Beginning
The University of the South Pacific (USP) had been a 
guarded secret, being the base of the then Royal New 
Zealand Air Force (RNZAF) serving the strategic interests of 
the South Pacific. Its base encompassed an extensive area 
from the HWM of Laucala Bay along Laucala Bay Road to 
almost Vatuwaqa Road. The only gated and guarded entry 
was off Laucala Bay Road. And behold USP inherited this 
wonderful tradition in the early years of 1969-1971!!

For want of something better to do I enrolled into the 
Diploma of Education programme. A three-year scholarship 
grant was preferable to joining a workforce. To this day I 
recall the entry interview where present was the late Mr Hari 
Ram, then Secretary of the Ministry of Education and several 
others. I recognised him from his days teaching at Marist 
High. And to this day I cannot recall why the team asked 
me for a reference. I lived in Suva’s Brown Street, notorious 
for street-fighting prowess!! So I went to the well-known 
academic, professional and live radio shaari presenter the 
late Dr Asad Ali Asgar Ophthalmologist and Optician. He was 
also Fiji’s first Representative on the Council of USP. (I chose 
them well).

So in early 1969 a merry 
band of women and men 

found their way through the pearly 
gates of USP, with an acceptance 
nod from the guardsmen. He must 
have thought that here comes a 
Brady bunch - some with brains, 
others with grey matter but all a 
waste of taxpayer dollars.

Three years on we all became a familiar figure to them.
There were us: From Tonga, Samoa, Kiribati, Solomons, 

Caubati; from the Townships of Labasa, Lautoka, Nadi, 
Sigatoka, Ba, and a few from unheard places. And me from 
the Capital City of Suva.

We were divided into our choice of either Science or Arts 
graduates. But there were common subjects which we all 
participated in. And if you thought that gravity was an apple 
falling from a pear tree, than it was expedient to form a 
partnership with a science colleague. Similarly, if you were 
lost for words, the Art guys had the gift of the “wordy” gab to 
help with the essays.

Most of the students lived on campus accommodation. 
Rooms divided by drapes and male were not permitted into 
the female accommodation. Yes, those days there were 
matrons, and screaming females!!!

The USP Campus was a collection of buildings inherited 
from the apparent gifting of land comprised and known as 
the RNZAF Base to Fiji by the New Zealand Government!!

These buildings, single storey timber, wrought iron 
and brick structures, and a scattering of two-storey 
brick dormitories, were the lecture rooms, recreation 
facilities, dining rooms, staff offices and administrative 
accommodations and student residences. 

But they served us well. There were no complaints or 
midnight follies. The facilities were comfortable; lecture 
rooms were well equipped and were treated with respect and 
the acknowledgement that our future began here.

And without pomp or ceremony we all settled into our 
student life at The University of the South Pacific.

There were student-colleagues doing degree programmes, 
“something” called P2 students as a pre-requisite for 
university entry, and diplomates. And a wonderful place 
where inevitably boy meets girl. After all we were the first 
bunch of the cream of the South Pacific’s chosen lot.

 

A Rippin’ Yarn 
Usman N Ali
Part 1

Usman Ali, one of the first graduates of USP (1971). His ‘A Rippin Yarn’ is a 
romantic interlude from an otherwise busy life as an Environmental Law consultant 
and consulting the script for a forthcoming publication ‘The Economics of Land as 

a Resource: Sustainable Management is Sustainable Development’

“Those were the Days My Friends
We Thought They’d Never End
Oh those were the Days” 
(Mary Hopkins)

found their way through the pearly 
gates of USP, with an acceptance 
nod from the guardsmen. He must 
have thought that here comes a 
Brady bunch - some with brains, 
others with grey matter but all a 
waste of taxpayer dollars.

the acknowledgement that our future began here.
And without pomp or ceremony we all settled into our 

student life at The University of the South Pacific.
There were student-colleagues doing degree programmes, 

“something” called P2 students as a pre-requisite for 
university entry, and diplomates. And a wonderful place 
where inevitably boy meets girl. After all we were the first 
bunch of the cream of the South Pacific’s chosen lot.
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1969-1971
I remember my fellow-students 

individually. Some names are within 
reach, others are vague, but none 
forgotten. Three years of togetherness, 
sharing knowledge, gossip and futile 
arguments lends to healthy friendships.

USP was a notorious place for palm 
tree politics. We were experts in every 
field. And nobody conceded that he/she 
was wrong. We could govern countries. 
Be advisors on how to govern and 
provide the strongest team that could 
win every election. We were good.

We were part of the School of 
Education (SoE), and the Head of School 
was Professor Honeybone from UK. I 
actually met his son who is an Urban 
Planner while I was studying urban 
planning in UK.

There was a plethora of staff both regional and expatriates 
that delivered their brand of dictum to us. In my prejudiced 
opinion none left any indelible mark on the teaching. But 
we did gain an insight into additional knowledge. I suppose 
some 43 years later this is an easy comment, but thanks to 
their contribution we left that much wiser. I make a further 
observation of this later in this presentation.

And when the destination 
was reached, there was one 

tap for all thirty or more of us to 
wash our feet in the two minutes 
left before the lecture commenced!!

Some names come to mind. Dr Satendra Nandan, Bennett, 
Metcalf (he actually authored the mathematic text called 
“New Maths”, and we all had to purchase a copy. If some 
found 2+2=4 from the old maths difficult, sets and subsets 
in the new maths was equally confusing!! The science guys 
thought it a piece of cake). Then there were Tony Hopkins, Dr 
Tupeni Baba, Cathy Adams (!!), Stewart, and others whose 
names escape me at the time of writing. These Lecturers 
were common to both the science and art students. And 
there were no optional subjects.

USP was then also divided into an Upper Campus and 
the Lower Campus. However SoE fell in the middle, and for 
clarity I will refer to it as the middle campus (no capitals). And 
what a saga it was to get to it.

If you talk about memorable recollections none of us 
will forget the journey from the top to the middle. It was 
Tennyson at his best:

I slip, I slide, I gloom, I glance,
Among my skimming swallows;
I make the netted sunbeam dance
Against my sandy shallows. (The Brook)

It never rained in Suva, but poured!
There was no paved connection 

to SoE from the Upper Campus to 
the middle bit. So we had to puddle 
through the muddle, and there was 
even an open drain to confront. Talk 
about a marathon 200 metres, it was 
literally “soggy, earth everywhere and 
plenty a wholesome muddy patch to 
trod on”. And when the destination 
was reached, there was one tap for all 
thirty or more of us to wash our feet in 
the two minutes left before the lecture 
commenced!!

And then there was the journey back.
Umbrellas were useless as sharing 

was an affront, and the girls never 
appreciated the wonderful feeling of the 

men holding the umbrella, slightly skewed in their own favour.
And the poetic wind lashing its uninterrupted gale along 

the open paddocks.
But in addition to lecture attendance, all was not university 

bound. We had to do teaching stints in a real world 
environment. It took me from Dudley School in Toorak, Indian 
College in Rewa Street, DAV in Samabula, Nadi Muslim and 
the rural service in Neilson High in Vatukola. The last was a 
group effort, and four of us went to teach at Neilson High. 
They were Betty Inia, Aruna Prasad, Mosi Kaka and myself.
(One male and four gorgeous young ladies). 

It was a teaching paradise in a modern High School. And 
we came back with glowing reports, not only as teachers, 
but of ambassadorial quality promoting USP.

Sadly our three years were drawing to a close, and into 
December when we would be hailed as USP’s first ever 
graduates.

And then it dawned on somebody in the bureaucratic 
arena that those of us holding Fiji Government scholarships 
were not bound by any contractual commitment to serve the 
Country. Alas it was a futile exercise as now educated we 
knew all the tricks of the trade!! USP had taught us good.

So on a beautiful Friday afternoon in December 1971, 
before the presence of Prime Ministers of all the USP 
Member Countries, Diplomatic Corps, Members of 
Parliaments and dignitaries and parents, University Staff 
and other invited guests, we all paraded in alphabetical 
name-order towards the old RNZAF Hangar to receive our 
accomplishment by His Majesty King Tupou IV, the then King 
of Tonga. 

And the people clapped.
And there it was announced that I was also the first 

recipient of the Narsey Ltd Gold Medal in Education for my 
extra-ordinary performance during the three years. And so 
the people clapped again!

The whole graduation ceremony was broadcast live by 
Radio Fiji and other Regional Stations.

Part 2 of Usman Ali’s ‘A Rippin Yarn’ will be published in the 
next issue of this Newsletter.

¢	A Rippin’ Yarn by Usman Ali - continued

USP 1971 - The King of Tonga 
handing a medal to me.
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Looking for 
Classmates 
1971 – 1975 
My name is Uma Chopra, at uni I 
was Uma Raniga. Am looking to 
connect with my classmates from 
1971 – 1975. My email address is  
uma.chopra 24@gmail.com 
I look forward to hearing  
from you. 

Reunion 
Calling for Graduates of 
1970’s – 1980’s to register 
at www.usp.ac.fj/alumni 
or email alumni@usp.ac.fj Stay Connected 

to USP, your 
Alma Mater!

Our professional network provides opportunities 
make new business contacts, obtain referrals, 
view professional profiles of other alumni and 
inform other USP alumni of your professional 
endeavors. 

Register Online:
alumni.usp.ac.fj

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

New Alumni
 A total of 341 students graduated with 

certificates and diplomas on Friday 31 
January after successfully completing their 
studies from The University of the South 
Pacific’s Centre for Vocational and Continuing 
Education (CVCE) during a ceremony at the 
FMF Gymnasium in Suva, Fiji.

It was the first graduation ceremony for 
the Centre after the strategic name change 
from the Regional Centre for Continuing 
& Community Education (RCCCE). 
Congratulations graduates and welcome to 
the Alumni Network.

Attention: USP-NZ Alumni 
Interested in connecting with classmates, making new 
friends or a casual get together for old time sake? 
Contact Vikash Singh, email: shavik911@yahoo.com 
or vikash@oporto.co.nz


