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USP launches
alumni network
in Niue
Some of the USP alumni who attended the USP Alumni
launch in Niue. Standing from (L-R): Ahohiva Levi, Birtha
Togahai, Maryanne Talagi and Kimray Vaha. Sitting (L-R):
Togia Sioneholo, Mrs F Levi, and Mrs M Vaha.
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he ﬁrst USP Alumni function in Niue was held on
17 May at Talo’s Restaurant in Paliati, Aloﬁ and was
attended by USP Council members, Members of
the Niue USP Advisory Committee, Government
representatives and alumni.
The launching was formally declared by the Niue Minister
for Education Honourable Pokotoa Sipeli and USP ViceChancellor and President Professor Rajesh Chandra.
USP Alumni and Niue Member of Parliament Crossley
Tatui spoke on behalf of his colleagues saying it was a
momentous occasion for the USP Niue Alumni.
“It’s a great honour to represent my USP colleagues for
the USP Niue Alumni launch. It brings back memories of
the past. At the same time, we are able to discuss and plan
our future path together with conﬁdence. It is even more
important than usual to have with us the USP Council and
delegations for the launch,” Mr Tatui said.
“We have come a long way to where we are today.
Because of our education we are honored to USP for playing
a major role in our personal and professional lives,” he said.
“Many of us are key players in the Government, Private
Sector and in our communities. I believe we all play a key
role in national development and to some extent, regional
and international activities,” he added.
“We are thankful to come together as a USP family. We
know very well, we are one in USP’s vision, heritage, spirit,
love and legacy,” Mr Tatui said.
“We admire the good work USP and the Council continues
to do and uphold for our learning institution. In particular,
we commend the USP brand and its unique diversity
of members. It has deﬁnitely grown in wisdom, and will
continue to build its human capital value within USP, in Niue
and in the region,” he said.
He encouraged his colleagues to be active and let the
students and people of Niue know that USP is worth far
more than what many would have thought it to be.
“On reﬂection, everyone in Niue related to or involved
with the University should be pleased of the fact that we
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have a university we can call our very own. Every former
and present student, graduate, staff, centre director, council
member, our families and our country, we all share incredible
afﬁnity to USP,” he said.
In his address, USP Vice-Chancellor and President
Professor Rajesh Chandra emphasised the signiﬁcance of
the Alumni network and the importance of connecting with
the University.
“USP now has a total of 41,839 graduates which is a huge
achievement and a massive network of people,” Professor
Chandra said.
He noted that USP alumni occupy top positions in
government, academia, international and regional
organisations and the private sector and that these are
noteworthy achievements that make us all very proud.
Professor Chandra noted that USP now has an Alumni
Strategy and Plan as increased focus on alumni activities is
required, as per USP’s new Strategic Plan 2013-2018.
“We have also launched our Alumni website in October
last year in Vanuatu and I strongly urge you all to visit us on
www.usp.ac/alumni and register yourself to join the alumni
network,” he said.
The Vice-Chancellor also emphasised the quality
of education provided by USP, highlighting the recent
accreditation of the MBA programme by the Association of
MBAs (AMBA).
“We hope that you, as alumni would spread the message
across to other alumni as you come across them and help
grow the network. This will give you access to a wide array
of alumni beneﬁts and keep you in touch with your alma
mater,” he added.
Professor Chandra said in an effort to keep our alumni
abreast of all alumni related news and events, USP launched
a quarterly e-newsletter last month which can be read online
on the USP website.
He also acknowledged the Premier of Niue, Honourable
Toke Talagi and his Government for the excellent support
to USP.
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Hard work pays off
for Dharmendra

H

is humble upbringing and
aspiration to succeed is what
led Dharmendra Sharma
to where he is today - a
Distinguished Professor and Chair of the
Academic Board at Australia’s Capital
University, the University of Canberra.
Professor Sharma’s time at USP was
the critical formative period of his career
and USP provided him a conducive
environment, opportunities and direction
to realise his aspirations and potential.
He was an academic at USP for 20
years prior to joining the University of
Canberra. His tertiary education was
obtained from USP and the University
of New South Wales and he completed
his PhD in Computer Science at the
Australian National University.
He accepted an academic position
in Maths at USP after graduating and
progressed to senior lectureship and
Assistant Head of School of Pure and
Applied Sciences.
He then moved to the University of
Canberra where he was later appointed
as the Dean of the Faculty of Information
Sciences and Engineering. He carried
out this role for nine years after a 3-year
stint as Head of Department of Computer
Science.
For over 18 years, the Ba native has
assumed various senior leadership
roles in universities. He was awarded
the position of University Distinguished
Professor by the University of Canberra in
2012 – being one of two awarded at the
University.
Prof Sharma’s research background
is in the Artiﬁcial Intelligence areas of
Planning, Data Analytics and Knowledge
Discovery, Predictive Modeling,
Constraint Processing, Fuzzy Reasoning,
Brain-Computer Interaction, Hybrid
Systems and their applications to health,
education, security, digital forensics and
sports.

My background had not prepared
me well for this but the experience
coming through the USP system
was stimulating and empowering
He has published over 210 research
papers and has supervised to completion
of over 20 higher degrees by research
students. He has won several competitive
research grants (including an OLT
Grant on Learning Analytics), research
awards and recognition for his research
leadership initiatives.
He is a Fellow of the Australian
Computer Society, a Fellow of the South
Paciﬁc Computer Society and a Senior
Member of Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers.
As a young lad, Professor Sharma
attended Moto Sanatan Sammelan
School and then later on Xavier College
for primary and secondary education.
Growing up, he was inspired by
visionary leaders who have contributed
to making the world a better place in their
own special ways especially in diﬃcult
circumstances. To him, Nelson Mandela
was an outstanding example of heroism.
Professor Sharma’s Foundation years
at USP gave him an opportunity to
decide his future education and career.
“I was interested in pursuing higher
education and USP was the only higher
education provider at the time. My ﬁrst
choice was to study medicine and I
had won a scholarship for Dunedin.
I continued with a science degree at
USP after the Fiji Government could
not arrange a cabinet nomination in
time to start my course at Dunedin,” he
explained.
When asked why he chose his ﬁeld
of study, he said his interest continued
to develop in the sciences especially
Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry.
“Later I became interested in the newly
emerging area of Computer Science in
which I completed a Masters at USP
and later a Masters at the University of
the New South Wales. Then I proceeded
to the Australian National University to
complete my PhD in Computer Science,
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specialising in Artiﬁcial Intelligence,” he
said.
Professor Dhamendra said his student
life at USP was quite focused and the
learning environment was up among the
best available at the time.
“Much has changed since and now
there are multimodal environments
empowered by IT which was not available
(nor even conceived) at my time through
the USP education,” he said.
Quite a few lecturers inspired him
during his study at USP and greatly
shaped his interest and academic
direction. He said Professor Alan Dandy
(Inorganic Chemistry), Dr David Cook
and Dr Ajit Singh (Organic Chemistry),
Dr Roger Nisbet (Physics) and Jeremy
Fox (Maths) were great role models and
mentors.
As a student back then one of the
challenges he faced was the lack of
conﬁdence in thinking and questioning
authority.
“My background had not prepared me
well for this but the experience coming
through the USP system was stimulating
and empowering,” he shared.
One of the highlights of his career
was being the Dean of the Faculty of
Information Sciences and Engineering.
He said it was interesting being the
Dean of a Faculty, “leading its growth in
business and quality of courses, quality
of research to signiﬁcant improvements
especially at a time when the sector was
experiencing a downturn”.
His advice to students? “Understand
your heart and your mind, harmonise
them to develop a mission in life and
commit your passion to it. Education is
the light that shows the way.
Nothing is impossible provided you
have the right sense of direction and a
will,” he added.
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Banking
on Arif

O

riginally from Ba, Arif
Ali, the current Deputy
Governor for the Reserve
Bank of Fiji started his
banking career about 22 years ago.
An Economist by profession, he
joined the Reserve Bank’s Research
Department in 1992 where he stayed
until 1997 when he was appointed
Manager Liquidity Analysis and
Forecasting in the Markets Division. Hard
work and determination pushed the Ba
native to excel at his work allowing him
to climb the banking corporate ladder.
In March 2002, he was promoted to
Manager Domestic Markets and acted
as Chief Manager Financial Markets from
1 July to 31 December 2003. In 2005,
he served an Executive Attachment with
the Financial Institutions Group and the
Economics Group. Moving from strength
to strength he was made the Team
Leader for the FIJICLEAR real time gross
settlements system project from March
to December 2007. On 28 December
2007, he was transferred to the
Economics Group as Senior Economist
Prices & Wages. On 1 April 2009, he
was appointed as the Chief Manager,
Financial Markets Group. He has been
the Chief Manager Economics since April
2013.
These various roles allowed Mr. Ali to
represent the Reserve Bank locally and
abroad as well as the opportunity to
undergo numerous specialised central
banking training overseas. Having acted
as the deputy governor on several
occasions during the last 2 years, his
experience and banking knowledge made
Mr. Ali the best choice for the top job.
On 27 May 2014, Arif Ali was appointed
Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of
Fiji.
Having done his undergraduate studies
in Economics in Malaysia, he chose
to pursue postgraduate studies at the
University of the South Paciﬁc.

‘I chose USP to pursue my Masters in
Business Administration [MBA] degree
as USP was the only university providing
that programme at that time. USP is
a regional university and provided an
excellent opportunity to network’ said Mr.
Ali.
‘It was at a point in my career where I
wanted some challenge to upgrade my
skills and qualiﬁcations and the MBA
programme provided that opportunity.
The MBA helped sharpened my
skills in other areas such as strategic
management, ﬁnance, leadership and
human resources’ he continued.
Mr. Ali credits the challenges he
encountered in life as the inspiration
behind his success. ‘Challenges that I
encountered inspired me as it provided
me with opportunities to do things more
eﬃciently and eﬀectively. My parents and
my eldest brother are my role models.
I learnt to appreciate and value the
experiences in life – no matter how big
or small. It’s through their teachings and
lessons in life that I am what I am today’
he said.
Like many working professionals
enrolled in the MBA programme, time
management was an important part of his
student / working life.
‘Time management and prioritising
my work was very important. I had to
balance the demands of my work at the
Reserve Bank of Fiji, spending quality
time with my family and student work
especially when work and assignment
deadlines were due on the same day’
commented Mr. Ali.
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Time management
and prioritising
my work was
very important.
I had to balance
the demands of
my work at the
Reserve Bank
of Fiji, spending
quality time
with my family
and student
work especially
when work and
assignment
deadlines were
due on the
same day
‘I was promoted to Chief Manager
Financial Markets while I was still
completing my MBA’.
Having done his undergraduate studies
in Malaysia, Mr. Ali says that ‘it was a
diﬀerent experience from doing my post
graduate degree at USP. I was a bit older
at USP, more mature and disciplined
about my studies as I was doing my
MBA part time. The MBA programme
comprises working adults so I was able
to network and use the system both in
the work place and for studies. I learnt
a lot about other organisations through
group project and presentations. I also
enjoyed my encounter with the students
from the region. The sessions with the
visiting lecturers were very interesting
as they were interactive and thought
provoking’.
His advice to students ‘study and apply
your knowledge accordingly. Use what
you learnt strategically and capitalise on
challenges and opportunities available’.
‘I have been a career central banker all
my life and it is a very rewarding job as
we have the opportunity to improve the
livelihood of our all citizens’ concluded
Mr. Ali.

Alumni News & Highlights

Negotiating for Climate Change
Lara Daniel who is the current second secretary.
“I am training to be a climate change negotiator
but I am not only dealing with science, which I am
very familiar with, but also with policy, economic and
sustainable development, which are crucial for the
eﬀectiveness of the science behind climate change”,
said Gadabu.
A negotiators role is very important as they represent
their country in international negotiations related to
climate change.
“This fellowship training has really broadened my
capacity and I have gained a lot from the AOSIS
Team. I am not a negotiator yet, but I hope to become
one very soon so I can really justify the science
behind climate change, and make it more politically
acceptable” he continues.

I do not want to be just
part of the crew within
the climate change
community, but I would
rather like to see myself
becoming a leader within
the climate change
community

A

mbitious, determined and conﬁdent are just some of the
words that come to mind when describing Nauruan born
Rennier Stanislaus Gadabu.
“After graduating with a Bachelor in Agriculture in 2012,
the new challenge I saw was in climate change, so I decided
to enrol for the Postgraduate Diploma in Climate Change and I have not
regretted my decision” he said.
In Nauru, climate change is real.
A report by Adaptation Partnership indicates that the main climate
change vulnerabilities in Nauru are sea level rise and the eﬀect that
an increase in temperature will have on marine resources and already
stressed water and vegetative resources. Additionally, because of
environmental degradation, Nauru is already experiencing coastal
erosion and declines in the productivity of its coral reef systems. Water
scarcity is already aﬀecting human health.
Now employed as the Principal Quarantine Oﬃcer for the Quarantine
Division in the Department of Justice & Border Control, for the Republic
of Nauru, Gadabu is currently on a fellowship programme funded and
organised by the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) at the Nauru
Mission to the United Nations in New York.
The fellowship programme is for 12 months and will ﬁnish in February
2015. Gadabu joins other Nauruans that are championing the cause for
Climate Change including Ambassador Moses (Chair for AOSIS), Margo
Deiye (lead negotiator for G77 & China in sustainable development) and
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When asked about his long term goals, Gadabu
said “I do not want to be just part of the crew within
the climate change community, but I would rather like
to see myself becoming a leader within the climate
change community. A leader that will cause positive
change for the beneﬁts of my people, and most
importantly, a leader who will merge the science of
climate change with political will.
I am saying this because based from my observation
so far at the highest level of climate change
negotiations, political will is the missing vibe to a better
future for us all. If I can merge these two, then I am
very keen that the issues that are currently arising at
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) can be addressed accordingly and
bring about a sustainable future for all”.
The University of the South Paciﬁc’s Paciﬁc Centre for
Environment and Sustainable Development (PaCE-SD)
offers undergraduate and postgraduate courses in
Climate Change. For more information log onto
www.pace.usp.ac.fj
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The story of Pita Tuiloma, an
Alumnus of The University
of the South Paciﬁc who
rose through learning
challenges to graduate with
his ﬁrst degree in 2007. Pita
is currently studying towards
his second Master’s Degree in
Development Studies

Striving
for
success

A

life”, said the man from Keteira, Moala, Lau, Fiji.
“It was a challenge for me at USP having this disability
especially in reading and taking notes from the blackboard or
from Power Point Presentations because sometimes the words
and alphabets were too small for me to read.
Even the books in the library were pretty diﬃcult to read
because of the font size. At ﬁrst, I had to use my sense of
hearing when in lectures as well as my network of friends for
help”, he continues.
Despite these challenges, Pita persevered and graduated with
his undergraduate degree in 2007 and Masters in 2013.
“For me, the greatest achievement that I must cherish as
a student was sitting right in the front row of the graduation
ceremony and receiving my degree”, Pita said.
According to Pita, he chose to study Diplomacy and
International Aﬀairs because Fiji lacked capacity to make
ministerial and diplomatic representations.
“There is a need to understand our foreign policies and to
see what our state’s paramount interest would be in terms of
trade and in terms of investment opportunity and also ratify
convention in international community and how adequate we are
to negotiate issues to our best interest,” he said.
Pita’s story is one of triumph, coming out victorious despite
the odds. Pita looks forward to starting work on his PhD once he
completes his second Master’s degree.

n interest in governance and diplomacy and the
burning desire to pursue higher education to
secure better employment were the motivating
factors for Pita Tuiloma to leave his job and study
at The University of the South Paciﬁc.
“I started working for the government in 1988 and then ﬁnally
was appointed acting Manager Human Resources at the Land
Transport Authority until I decided to enhance my education to
progress in the labor market structure,” he said.
But for Pita, completing his studies in order to graduate took
a lot of hard work, patience and sheer determination not only
because he was a private student but because of his eyesight.
“I have been born with only one eyesight, it’s like a birth mark
to me since I grew up and it has become a normal part of my

For me, the greatest
achievement that I must
cherish as a student was
sitting right in the front row
of the graduation
ceremony and receiving

USP Disability Resource Centre (DRC) became operational in March 2013. The DRC works collaboratively with the faculties, sections and departments at the
University as well as external stakeholders to ensure that both students and staff with special needs fulﬁll their potential in an inclusive environment USP is
currently embarking on promoting it as an inclusive, barrier-free, and rights-based institution for persons with a disability which embraces the diversity of all
staff and students. This is in line with supporting USP’s objectives to improve the services to persons with disabilities and their human rights.
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Inspiring literary arts
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stablished in 2013 by art enthusiasts Peter Sipeli and Dave Lavaki,
the Big Slam is a forum for writers, poets and patrons of the arts
to meet and share their work.
USP Alumni and staﬀ member Dr. Mohit Prasad, was one of the
established senior writers that featured at the Big Slam recently.
Dr Prasad teaches Paciﬁc Literature, Film, Diaspora and Postcolonial
Studies at The University of the South Paciﬁc (USP) in Fiji. He is the
Director of the Paciﬁc Writing Forum and Associate Dean for Research
and Graduate Aﬀairs in the Faculty of Arts, Law and Education
(FALE). He gained his Bachelors and Masters Degree at USP between
1993 and 1997 and was awarded with Gold Medals at the BA and
Post-Grad Diploma levels. He was awarded a Vice-Chancellors PhD
Award scholarship with the University of Western Sydney in 2002 and
completed his dissertation and received his award in 2005.
Reading ‘Familial’ at the Big Slam, Dr. Prasad said that this was one of
the ﬁrst poems he published. Written for a poem competition that was
organised by The University of the South Paciﬁc Student Association
[USPSA] in 1993 when he was a student, the poem celebrates the family
and how each person’s family makes them the person that they are
today.
“1993 was declared the year of the family by UNESCO so the poem
was appropriate for this competition which I won” said Dr. Prasad

Dr. Prasad’s advice to young writers is
“not to write in a vacuum.
Form groups and get feedback”.
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To date Dr. Prasad has published 4 collections of
poems including Eyes of the Mask (1998), Eating
Mangoes (2000), Kissing Rain (2006) and Songs of the
Jahajin (2010).
His advice to young writers is “not to write in a
vacuum. Form groups and get feedback”.
From the written word to visual arts, his latest art
form is ﬁlm where he is currently working on a ﬁlm
about indentured women titled “A For Apple”.
‘We’re working on a meagre budget so the ﬁlm is
being shot with the kind assistance of friends and
family. We hope to release it in early 2015’ Dr. Prasad
said.
“A for Apple” is an extended version of a short ﬁlm
that Dr. Prasad debuted at the Oceania Film Festival in
2011.
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Farzana’s interest
in linguistics
USP was a formative time, where
many of us forged our identities

G

rowing up in a multilingual
society had a profound impact
on her undertaking a degree in
linguistics.
Meet Farzana Gounder, a linguist
by profession and an alumna of USP,
who grew up in a Fiji Hindi speaking
environment at home and a strictly
English speaking environment in school.
Sharing her experience, Farzana says
she found it particularly fascinating that
our traditional cultural knowledge bases,
which we access through our language,
hold such a wealth of information.
Farzana graduated from USP in 2000,
with a gold medal in Linguistics and went
on to do her Masters at the University of
Auckland followed by a PhD at Massey
University.
She is currently a Post-doctoral
Research Fellow at Waikato University.
Her publications include
Indentured identities: Resistance and
accommodation in plantation-era Fiji
published with John Benjamins.
“I am currently editing a book Narrative
practice and identity constructions in
the Paciﬁc Islands to be published with
John Benjamins and a special edition of
Te Reo, New Zealand Linguistic Society’s
oﬃcial journal,” she shared.
Prior to her post-doctoral position at
the University of Waikato, Farzana was a
lecturer in linguistics at the International
Paciﬁc College.
Originally from Suva, she recieved her
secondary education at Suva Grammar
High School before joining USP.
“I started at USP in science because
when I came to University, I was thinking
of doing pharmacy, optometry or law but
after I did an elective linguistics paper,
I knew I wanted to major in linguistics,”
she said. When asked why she chose

her ﬁeld of study, Farzana said she was
interested in the intersection of linguistics
with cultural studies, history and narrative
analysis to explore issues around
language, identity and power within a
culturally constituted space.
“My most recent research explores
fundamental conceptualisations of
what it culturally means to be ‘ill’, to be
‘healed’, and to be ‘well’ in the Fiji Indian
community,” she explained.
She said the project combines
research on conceptual metaphors,
anthropological insights into the
community and her post-doctoral
research into ideological patterns
evidenced in Fiji Hindi.
“Fiji and other Paciﬁc people’s ‘lifestyle
epidemics’ of obesity, heart disease
and diabetes are amongst the highest
in the world, but research into Paciﬁc
conceptualisations of illness, healing
and wellness is missing, even though it
is people’s cultural beliefs that dictate
illness causes and treatment choices,”
she believes.
“Engagement with the community’s
knowledge base is important as it
provides a culturally-grounded tool
to both further health initiatives in the
community as well as assess the healthrelated policies. A book contract on
illness, wellness and healing metaphors
in Fiji Hindi has been secured with John
Benjamins for their series Culture and
Language Use,” she said.
Farzana’s family has been very
supportive of her and this is something
she is always grateful.
“I’m very fortunate to have such a
strong, support network around me.”
Sharing her University experience,
Farzana says it was indeed a very
formative time for her.

7

“USP was a formative time, where
many of us forged our identities. Learning
about Girmit had a profound impact on
me and I would sit at the café with other
students who were majoring in History
and Politics to have very stimulating
conversations,” she recalled.
She said these discussions helped
inﬂuence her choice in later years to write
a PhD thesis on the indentured labourers’
life stories.
Her most memorable lecturer was
France Mugler because according to her,
she had such a great gift with languages
and Farzana admired her ability to convey
her passion to her students.
One of the major challenges Farzana
faced as a student was that their
reference materials were extremely
limited, especially when compared to
today’s easy access of information
through the Internet.
Also, the political upheavals saw
lecturers leaving and this in turn aﬀected
ﬁnal exams. Farzana added that she
really enjoyed her undergraduate days.
“I was able to take not only linguistics
papers but also literature papers, and
creative writing papers. As I was limited
by the number of papers that I could take
in any one semester, I would also sit in on
papers that I found interesting,” she said.
“I also enjoyed sitting in the Paciﬁc
Collection and reading everything related
to Fiji Hindi. When I look back, I have
no regrets on my time at USP and I feel
that it is because I studied linguistics at
USP, rather than at some other tertiary
institution, that I was able to develop
a greater understanding of Fiji Hindi,
which made my PhD journey all the more
enjoyable,” she said.
Her ﬁnal word of advice to students is
to continue to follow their passion.
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Casper Supa
Casper graduated from The University of the South Paciﬁc in 2008 with a
Bachelors’ degree majoring in Tourism and Hospitality Management. He
currently works as the National Project Coordinator for Paciﬁc Adaptation to
Climate Change (PACC) Project in the Solomon Islands.
I look back at my time at USP with fond memories, especially the ﬁeld
trips, Open Day and the opportunity to meet diﬀerent people and make new
friends.
Seeing the potential in the tourism industry and the high probability
for employment in this sector, I chose to study Tourism and Hospital
Management. I really enjoyed the integrated learning of the course especially
the ﬁeld trips to resorts and hotels in Fiji to get information and learn ﬁrsthand
about the Tourism industry.
My current occupation allows me to put into practice the environment,
conservation and management practices of tourism. I am currently
coordinating a Regional Climate Change and Food Security Project which
consists of 14 Paciﬁc Island Countries. In the Solomon Islands, the project
is implemented by the Ministry of Environment, Climate Change, Disaster
Management and Meteorology (MECDM) and the Research Department from
the Ministry of Agriculture (MAL), since it is focused on Climate Change and
Food Security.
Studying in a regional institution such as USP with students from diﬀerent
countries, backgrounds, diverse cultures and ways of livings really molded
me to integrate well in my current work. Other aspects of my Tourism course
that I found useful in my work are the Etiquettes of Marketing, Customer
Services, Time Managements and Public Relations.
Looking back some 8 years ago, I have realised that what I had studied at
USP is still relevant in the work environment today.
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Jama’l Talagi

How do you think USP helped you in your career?
USP laid the foundation of Pasiﬁka in me to care for
the welfare of my people, Niue and the Paciﬁc region.
I am working for Niue because of my deep love for my
country and Paciﬁc Region.
What inspires you and why? The beauty of my
culture and Paciﬁc cultures at large, also the way of life
for Paciﬁc people. The need to preserve this for future
generations.
What advice would you give to current and future
students of USP? Study smart and “Keep the main
thing, the main thing” - Pastor Lasarusa Senikau.
Keep the main thing in mind and at heart, and always
remember the people who are supporting you, your
journey until you graduate is not your own, but your family’s, your
community and your country.
Your top three tips that you think are most important for our current
students or recent graduates that will help them when starting out
on their career paths. Grow thick skin to bear the brunt from negative
people, don’t let negative people get to you, brush it oﬀ and move on,
Have courage to question anything that concerns your welfare as a
student, Allow time to exercise and laugh, maintain a balanced diet.
Exercising and dieting is a challenge for me, but believe me, it’s good for
you!
What has your involvement been with the University since you
graduated? I have been involved with the Students Association a lot,
and this has led me leading the Paciﬁc Students Association since 2012,
an important project for future Paciﬁc Students. Before that I was a
Foundations Courses tutor at Niue’s campus in 2009. Currently applying
to be a tutor again.
Any other information you would like to share? Manage your ﬁnances
well, nothing more stressful than having no money. Be around people
who will help you and always remember your God who will always help
you with anything you ask.

What is your home country? Niue
What programme(s) did you graduate in and in which
year? Bachelor of Arts, Double major in Economics and
Marine Aﬀairs (2007), Postgraduate Diploma in Marine
Aﬀairs (2013)
What was your most memorable moment as a
student? Making life-friends from across the region,
Representing Niue in cultural and sports events,
Representing the University in Inter-Tertiary games
(Touch Rugby) and winning!, Singing in the USP Choir for graduation
ceremonies
Describe your experience while studying at USP. During
undergraduate studies, my experience was full of fun, perhaps too much
fun and distractions. Going back to studies after 5 years of working for
the Government of Niue was not so easy, but was really good to come
back to our own premier tertiary institution.
What was your greatest achievement while studying at USP? One of
the founding members of the Econesians Society, taking part in essay
competitions, always representing Niue in cultural and sports events.
After graduating from USP, what were some of the highlights of
your career (past work experience and current employment)?
Well travelling was one of the highlights of my career, regionally and
internationally. I started oﬀ as a ﬁsheries oﬃcer and then a projects
coordinator in the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries,
working mainly to revive and develop Niue’s Organic Vanilla Industry.
In 2011, I was appointed to work with the Premier, Hon. Toke Talagi as
his personal assistant, a very prestigious position. I decided to pursue
further studies after one year of great learning and exposure to the world
of governance and politics. I graduated last year with a postgraduate
diploma in Marine Aﬀairs and currently pursuing my Master’s Degree in
Marine Aﬀairs.
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Yoo Ra Lee (Korea)
graduated with a
Bachelor in Early
Childhood Education
in 2009. A passion for
children and learning
were the driving forces
behind Yoora Lee studying early childhood
education. Not being ﬂuent in english did not
stop the lady from South Korea from fulﬁlling
her goal. Now a teacher in the Marshall
Islands, Ms Lee says that learning early
childhood education ‘will make her the best
grandmother ever in 10 years’ time’
Faoliu Teakau (Tuvalu)
graduated with a
Bachelor of Science in
2013. The man from
Tuvalu has a passion
for Climate Change and
enjoys his work as the
Project Coordinator
GCCA:PSIS project for
the Tuvalu Ministry of
Environment.
Matio Lonalona
(Tuvalu) graduated with
a Bachelor of Arts and
Postgraduate Diploma
in Agriculture in 2012
and 2013 respectively.
He is now the Qurantine
Oﬃcer with the
Government of Tuvalu.
Peteleema Eti (Tuvalu)
graduated with a
Bachelor of Commerce
in 2013 and is now the
Economics Advisor with
the Tuvalu Government.
Nicholas Cornelius
(Australia) is ‘living the
dream in the gaming
world’.
Since scooping the
Gold Medal award for
Literature and being
named the best overall
School of Humanities student during his
graduation in 1997, Cornelius went on to start
an illustrious career in the media world. Now
the Senior Manager at Digital Operations
and Engagement Marketing, Electronic Arts
Australia, Cornelius advice to students ‘have
a plan’ but Steve Jobs said it better ‘If you
haven’t found it yet, keep looking. Don’t
settle’.

Pearl Roy (Fiji)
graduated with a
Bachelor of Science in
2009 and now works
with the Student Life
project at the College
of Medicine, Nursing
& Health Sciences. I
enjoyed studying for my degree at USP as
the interdisciplinary nature of the programme
helped me understand both the science and
the regulatory framework surrounding how we
manage our natural resources.
Masilina Rokowati
Hawea (Fiji) graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts
in 2008 and now works
as a Technical Oﬃcer
for the Fiji Department
of Town and Country
Planning.
Viliame Waqalaivi
(Fiji) graduated with
a Bachelor of Arts in
1991and a Postgraduate
Certiﬁcate in Education
in 1996. He now works
at BSP as a Trainer.
Samuela Matawalu
(Fiji) graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts and
Postgraduate Diploma
in 2008 and 2011
respectively. His interest
in real estate motivated
him to study this at USP.
Samuela now works
at BSP as their leasing
Oﬃcer.
Sanjeev Lal (Fiji) ﬁrst
graduated from USP
with a Diploma in
Accounting Studies in
2004 before pursuing
postgraduate studies
in Human Resources
2009, followed by a
Postgraduate Diploma
for General Managers in 2010 and Master in
Business Administration in 2011. Sanjeev says
that the knowledge and skills he gained from
USP enabled him to ﬁnd a job. Sanjeev is the
deputy Project Manager at UNDP.
Charlene Tukiuha
(Niue) graduated
with a Bachelor of
Arts in Sociology and
Applied Psychology in
2005. She now works
as the Community
Development Manager
with the Government of
Niue.
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Kusum Prakash
(Fiji) graduated with a
Diploma in Education
in 1981followed by
a Bachelor of Arts in
Literature and Language
and Education 1991 and
Postgraduate studies in
1998. USP transformed me from a fresh high
school graduate into a learned matured adult.
Kusum now works as a teaching assistant
with USP’s School of Education.
Anitelu St John (Fiji)
graduated with a
Bachelor of Science in
2010 and a Postgraduate
Diploma in Social
Policy and Public
Administration in 2012.
He now works as the
Conference Planner for USP’s Research
Oﬃce. Studying at USP gave me the
foundation to experience what regionalism
truly is, opening up doors to many more
opportunities.
Tuala Pat Leota (Samoa)
graduated from USP in
2001 with a Bachelor of
Arts in Economics and
Management and Public
Administration. He later
furthered his studies in
Samoa and Australia
and he is now a Certiﬁed
Public Accountant.
Koroseta To’o (Samoa)
but currently residing
in New Zealand. He
graduated from USP
with a BA in Public
Administration and
Political Science in 1980
and a MBA in 1997. He
is Managing Director
of Sustainable Paciﬁc Development, his own
development consultancy company.
Filiﬁlia Iosefa (Samoa)
and graduated from
USP with a BA in 1994
and MBA in 1998. He
is currently Engineering
Sales & Marketing
Manager at Computer
Services Limited in
Samoa. He is also Executive Council Member
of Samoa Chamber of Commerce and
Chairman of Leadership Samoa Programme.
Tomwa Tehumu
(Kiribati) graduated from
USP with a Postgraduate
Diploma for General
Managers in 2008. He
has worked for the
Government of Kiribati
since he started his career. Currently, he is the
Chief Executive Oﬃcer for the Kiribati Housing
Corporation.

Down
Alumni
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Proﬁles
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A Rippin’ Yarn
Usman N Ali

Part 2

Usman Ali, one of the ﬁrst graduates of USP (1971). His ‘A Rippin
Yarn’ is a romantic interlude from an otherwise busy life as an
Environmental Law consultant and consulting the script for a
forthcoming publication ‘The Economics of Land as a Resource:
Sustainable Management is Sustainable Development’

The Way Forward

Dr Prasad approached me to prepare a two semester course in
Town and Country Planning to be taught as part of Land
Management commencing in 1982 by a Visiting Lecturer.
Unfortunately, the Visiting Lecturer could not take up the
appointment due to ill-health and I was tasked to teach the
subject as a Part-time Lecturer.
But again we see the enthusiasm and maturity of the Degree
Students enrolled at USP. They were quite happy to attend the
lectures from 5.00pm to 6.00pm, as I still had to integrate my
substantive position at Suva City Council.
I taught the Course from 1982 to 1988, when I left to take up an
appointment in New Zealand.
Career-wise, I continued with my studies to gain post graduate
qualiﬁcations in Environmental Economics and Environmental
Law, and specialised in the Resource Management Act 1991 and
the Treaty of Waitangi and Local Government Planning Practice.
I continue to be so involved, having spent 4 years practicing in
Australia as well. But my successes are comparable to many
other USP graduates. One of the most enlightening events
followed the coups in Fiji and the migration of peoples into New
Zealand, Australia, Canada, USA and UK. Many had left Fiji
in the early 1970s and before and into the 1980s. What upset
the then migrants was the ease with which USP graduates
found employment in these countries. But most astounding to
the early settlers and to their utter shock and horror, were the
senior positions into which the graduates were appointed. The
envy and dislike was most apparent in the professional ﬁelds
of medicine, health care, banking, law, industry, commerce and
education.
We had achieved recognised qualiﬁcations from an Institute that
was second to none. We were not dependent on the social welfare
system, but accepted by the respective governments as major
contributors to the economic welfare of the system and the image
of the nation. Unlike many of our fore-bearers, we had progressed
leaps and bounds academically, socially and ﬁnancially. And the
English Language is also ours, better spoken, better utilised. A
force to be reckoned with, and continues to do so.
We are proud to have been associated with The University of
the South Paciﬁc. Many completed their studies to lead their
respective Nations. But pride has not hindered our progress.
These sentiments are my remembering of the days of old. I may
have faulted in some detail, but old age, memory lapse and
romanticism are good excuses.
My choice of career has brought me into contact with many
USP graduates, past and present, staﬀ and administrators. And
alliances were formed, under diﬀering circumstances.
But, as lawyers say, all evidence is for the positive and always
refreshing.

For me I can proudly admit that attending USP opened many
doors.
My ﬁrst teaching post after USP was Ratu Navula High School in
Nadi. Unfortunately, Nadi was not my forte and after ﬁve months
I left to return to Suva and join Suva City Council as a Town
Planning Assistant. However, before leaving Ratu Navula, Sitla
Prasad (from Labasa), a third year Diploma in Education student
came to join me as a Teacher Trainee. Sitla’s teaching abilities at
that stage was an admirable reﬂection on the three year teaching
course which only six months before I had graduated from.
Back at Suva City Council, I was oﬀered a paid scholarship to
study for an Honours Degree in Urban Planning at the University
of Newcastle upon Tyne in UK. I accomplished this and was
admitted to become the holder of the coveted title of Member of
the Royal Town Planning Institute (MRTPI), a ﬁrst for a Fiji citizen.
But I was not the only one at the University of Newcastle upon
Tyne. To our shock and pleasure, my fellow student at USP, the
late Ratu Joape Rabukawaqa had been admitted to study music
for 12 months at the University.
And some months later, another of our colleague, Ashok Kumar
was sent to further his teaching of art at a university north of
London. What a wonderful pub occasion it was.

We were not dependent on
the social welfare system, but
accepted by the respective
governments as major
contributors to the economic
welfare of the system and the
image of the nation
After completing further studies in UK, I returned to Fiji in 1980
and was subsequently appointed as the Chief Planner for the
City of Suva. My connection with USP was to be far from over.
In 1981 USP decided to introduce a programme in Land
Management through SSED. The late Dr Prem Prasad, Reader
in Geography, was the co-ordinator. Land management and
development was seen as the cornerstone of the sustainable
management of land as a physical, economic and social
resource, in conjunction with the more general subjects
comprised in the arts and sciences. This thinking was to prove
to be decades ahead of its time, considering that only 7 years
before the famous Club of Rome meeting resulted in the Limits
to Growth publication and the 1983 Bruntland Report, both
dealing with deterioration of the human environment and natural
resources.
The future of the South Paciﬁc nations lay in the sustainable
management of land as a ﬁnite resource. A concept that was
not integrated into New Zealand until 1991 with their Resource
Management Act 1991, and in Australia through New South
Wales Environmental Planning and Assessment Act (as amended
in the 1990s) The Head of SSED then was the Late Senator Dr
Ahmed Ali, Fiji’s eminent historian and politician. He is my eldest
brother.

I can see clearly now, the rain is gone, I can
see all obstacles in my way. Gone are the dark
clouds that had me blind. It’s gonna be a bright
(bright), bright (bright) Sun-Shiny day.

- Johnny Nash

I have no reservations in terms of any Privacy Act. If you
remember me, or are at any time near me, or feel a reason
to contact me, my address is 22 Crail Court, Totara Heights,
Manukau, AUCKLAND CITY 2105 (NZ). My phone contact:
+64 9 2672234 or 027 6730428. Email: u.ali@xtra.co.nz
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Arun Sarabjit, Shalend Kumar and Rakesh Kumar at the
main gate on Laucala Campus, Semester Break 1980

Samoan Sing Along – Samoan Students, Saine (standing),
Amalisa, Puni, Ane, Tapu and Rosela during semester break

3 exchange students from the
University of Papua New Guinea

Students from the South Paciﬁc Commission Community
and Education Training Centre building a drum oven for the
USP Home Economics Department

Stay Connected
to USP, your

Alma Mater!

Register Online: alumni.usp.ac.fj

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

There are many
beneﬁts to being
a USP Alumni.
We focus on the services
oﬀered by the Fitness
Centre in this issue of the
newsletter.
As a USP Alumni, you
have access to the
Fitness Centre at the
USP’s Laucala campus.
Membership is available
for the year or casually on
a monthly basis.
Kick start your ﬁtness
journey at the USP
Fitness Centre.
For more details, log on to:
www.usp.ac.fj/ﬁtnesscentre

www.linkedin.com/pub/usp-alumni-network/4a/118/160

@USPAlumni
Our professional network provides opportunities make new business
contacts, obtain referrals, view professional proﬁles of other alumni and
inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavors.

For comments, suggestions and your contributions,
email: alumni@usp.ac.fj or telephone: (679) 323 2914
Emeritus Professor Roger Juchau who was a staﬀ
member of The University of the Paciﬁc in 1971 is
credited with establishing the accounting and ﬁnance
programme during that time. Professor Roger has
released a book titled ‘Accounting Development in the
South Paciﬁc: The contribution of The University of the
South Paciﬁc

