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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from USP Alumni

Busy in Retirement
He graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 2007 and Master of
Business Administration (MBA) in 2009.
“All my studies at USP were done through distance and
flexible learning. I enjoyed the challenge but I also wished to
use my USP learning experience to inspire and motivate other
Police Officers to study at tertiary level. I believed at the time
that USP was critical to the development of human resources
in my country Cook Islands.”
“As a senior (in age) student, the biggest challenge was
maintaining the ability to prioritie my numerous responsibilities
within my community so that I could keep studying towards
my clearly defined academic goals.”

Mr. Tevai Matapo

R

etirement for some people means the start of a life of
leisure but not for Tevai Matapo. After 30 years with
the Cook Islands Police Force, and the last 7 years
as Commissioner of Police, Tevai decided to pursue tertiary
studies with The University of the South Pacific (USP).

The skills I learnt through
my USP studies gives
me the ability to clearly
articulate and develop
strong links between our
communities and USP
Cook Islands Campus
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Tevai’s desire to see many Cook Islanders, young and old,
take up tertiary studies was the motivating factor for him
studying as a mature aged student.
“I wanted to experience and understand the challenges of
being a distant learning student so that I could proactively
guide and motivate younger students to their successes,” he
said.
According to Tevai, the highlight of his studies with USP
included witnessing many of the students studying through
USP Cook Islands Campus (USPCIC) graduate with their
degrees on a regular basis.
Now at 68 years of age, Tevai shows no sign of slowing down.
In 2000, he was elected as the Chairperson for the Cook
Island USP campus Advisory Committee and since then his
focus has been to see as many students as possible study
and graduate through The University of the South Pacific
Cook Islands Campus (USPCIC).
“I hope by 2020, we can fulfil the USPCIC goal of graduating
20 PhD students.”
“The skills I learnt through my USP studies gives me the
ability to clearly articulate and develop strong links between
our communities and USPCIC,” he concluded.

WhereProfiles
Are
10 Alumni
15
They Now?

AlumniMemory
Diary
12 Down
16
Lane

In BriefAre
13 Where
17
They Now?

ALUMNI NEWS & HIGHLIGHTS

Finau in action during
a soccer game

Finau gets
best of both
worlds
“The opportunity to be a soccer match official started when
I was invited in June 2005 by the Director Referees at Fiji
Football Association to attend a basic course and through
sheer hard work and perseverance, I believe I have defied the
odds in a pre-dominantly male sport.”
“I hope to use refereeing as a platform to build communities,
support and empower young women to build their social,
human and sports skills. Through the various support and
opportunities, young girls create social networks, develop
mental and emotional health and these are the base for
greater confidence and for many, the first step up and out,”
Finau further added.

F

inau Vulivuli, a household name in the local soccer
scene is an alumnus of USP, having completed her
undergraduate degree in 2013 and a Postgraduate
Certificate in Diplomacy & International Affairs in 2014.
A project officer with the Ministry of Health, Finau is making
headlines on the sports field.
Credited with being Fiji’s first female soccer referee, Finau
is no stranger to sports. The younger sister of former flying
Fijians Albert and Thomas Vulivuli, Finau says that “sports
has always been a major part of my life for health and social
reasons.”
While sometimes referred to as football, soccer is
predominantly a male sport in Fiji with teams facing off in the
annual Inter-District Championship (IDC), Battle of the Giants
(BOG) and Fiji FACT tournaments. A soccer player herself,
Finau represented the Nasinu District in 2002, Fiji at the
South Pacific Games in 2003 and OFC Qualifiers in 2004 and
developed and coached the first women’s team in 2005, so
becoming a referee was a natural progression.

I chose to study International
Business and Marketing as it is
a promising field and combined
it with Human Resource
Management and Employment
Relations to give a holistic
combination for employment
and individual growth

Leading by example, Finau is definitely paving the way for
women to break into the world of football and has been able
to referee at both male and female soccer games locally in
Fiji, within the Region/OFC and Internationally. She officiated
at the BOG in 2005, U20 World Cup Playoff in Samoa, 2006
and at the Algarve Cup, Portugal in 2008.
“I’m grateful for the opportunity to be a referee but USP has
definitely allowed me to progress in my career in terms of
establishing and expanding my opportunities in the academic
and professional fields.”
According to Finau “I chose to study International Business
and Marketing as it is a promising field and combined
it with Human Resource Management and Employment
Relations to give a holistic combination for employment
and individual growth. To contribute to an organisation or
operate your business, the acquisition of knowledge from
these fields provides the platform for growth and gives one
the necessary skills and understanding to be competitive
and successful. The pursuance of Post Graduate studies in
Diplomacy and International Affairs was basically an interest
into understanding the various international platforms and
diplomatic mechanisms that we are a part of.”
When asked what advice she would give to current students,
Finau says;
1. “Follow your passion. Pursue careers that you are
passionate about and which reflects your hobbies, skills
and interests.
2. Attitude – It is everything, it has the power to define your
career. To be successful, dedication and hard work is vital,
but being resilient and persistent when facing challenges
and obstacles is ultimately the defining key to success.
3. Be Extraordinary – Be bold to take calculated risks,
find the edge that will turn you from an ordinary to
extraordinary individual in terms of your personal growth
and professional career. Ensure you have a well-defined
group of mentors who will guide you to success.”
Through time management, self-discipline and sacrifice,
Finau is able to maintaiin ae balance between her work and
sport commitments.
From Savusavu in Fiji, Finau is a great example of the how
you can get the best of both worlds.
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Devendran pens for the future

A

fter being in the civil service for 33 years,
Devendran Kumaran retired in 2006 to write
his life story. His first book Mannu’s Karma, an
autobiography was published in 2010, followed
by A Hint of Blue, The Luxman Factor and Dogman that
were released in August 2015.
“When I retired at 55 in 2006. I made plans to produce up to
10 books by the time I turned 75. Now as I gradually wind
down on my current strenuous and physical indulgence in
construction work, I see that dream becoming a reality,”
said Devendran.
An alumnus of USP, Devendran graduated from USP in
1972 and 1977 respectively and was proud to be the first
of his 9 siblings to attend University. “I also met my wife
Maya at USP during this time so my University days are
pretty special,” he added.
“All credit goes to my dad,” shares
Devendran, who having not attended
even a single class of formal
education, always urged us to read
and learn widely - dad always said ‘a
pen is a vision into the future.”

planning, management and development department
for government (of Fiji); I became its Director in 1989. I
worked as Director of Energy until early 2002, when in
September that year I was appointed as Deputy Director in
the Ministry of Works. There I was charged to steer various
institutional reform programs towards corporatisation of
water and services departments of government.”
According to Devendran, “Tertiary education was the
second tier foundation in achieving all which I did. In
my novel, A Hint of Blue (published in 2013), I say USP
is a sleek ship with the best on-board crew any learning
institution can provide. Education delivery at USP, in the
70s, was more focused on developing basic life skills
and there were ample real life projects to indulge in to
bolster academic learning and skills training. There always
existed a problem solving environment in whatever was
at hand in educational learning. As
a consequence, I have become one
who constantly seeks answers; today
I believe such training has made
me a good and purposeful Fijian
and helping me in doing something
towards building an even better Fiji.”

“Dad always pushed me to become
Although
retired,
Devendran
‘someone important’ in life and to be
continues to work. “I work, still today,
one with right thoughts and actions.
for 20 hours a day; my favourite
I guess that my financially poor
mantra, “there’s no time to sleep,
upbringing and struggles in meeting
no time to rest.” My work habits are
Devendran relaxing at Home
day-to-day needs in life inspires and
as consistent as the daily rise and
pushes me still today. I do not wish to
setting of the sun in other words, I
see a repeat of poverty and a life of disadvantage. I always
don’t just work, I am work,” he laughs.
held big dreams to do something great and give back to
Still believing as his dad taught him that ‘a pen is a vision
humanity,” he continued.
into the future’, Devendran is keeping busy with his writing
Devendran first graduated from The University of the South
and construction hobby. He is currently working on his
Pacific in 1972 with a Diploma in Education majoring in
fifth book.
Industrial Arts. “From a very early age, I enjoyed creativity
“Happiness in life comes from harmony in diversity in
and construction work, so to study towards a Diploma
thought, what you say and how you act. For students, I
in Industrial Arts seemed an appropriate route to career
say you hear more, say less and do plenty which is at hand
choice” he said.
or which come in the way of opportunities; opportunities
Devendran was a teacher for only the early part of his
unrealised are chances squandered. When you venture
career before moving into the civil service.
out into the employment sector, remember, life is about
problem solving; without knowledge and skills, there will
“After graduating with my Diploma, I taught at Natabua
not be wisdom, therefore success. And most importantly,
High School, in Lautoka, for 3 years and was awarded
earning is not entirely about reporting elsewhere to do
another scholarship to study towards my Bachelor’s
a job in return for a pay packet. I use every second in
Degree at USP’s Laucala campus. Upon completion, I
time, available to me, to realise a good outcome; good
was recruited at the Ministry of Education Head Quarters
karma is invaluable for a successful life and is vital for
in Selbourne Street, to help design and implement a
pleasurable living. Now at my age, I have the luxury and
totally new curriculum for technical/vocational teaching
backdrop in heaps of experiences and which I now share
in Fiji’s secondary schools. After having undertaken
via publication of books of stories about my life and those
that job for 3 years, I was seconded (in 1981) to the
of Fijians and global communities” he concluded.
Central Planning Office to help establish a new energy
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Filimone Waqabaca
appointed High
Commissioner to
New Zealand

T

he Ministry for Foreign Affairs has announced the appointment
of Filimone Waqabaca as High Commissioner to New Zealand.
Mr. Waqabaca, currently the Permanent Secretary for Finance, is
expected to take up his appointment in December 2015.
Mr. Waqabaca has extensive experience in the financial sector with a
background of service at the Reserve Bank of Fiji and local statutory organisations like Pacific Islands Forum
Secretariat and International Monetary Fund.
He is a graduate of The University of The South Pacific and the University of Southampton in the United
Kingdom. He is also a former chairman of the Fiji Rugby Union.
Mr. Waqabaca said he was looking forward to serving in his new posting and was confident he would be able
to fulfil the expectations placed on him by the Government.
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Ratu Inoke Kubuabola said Mr. Waqabaca’s professional experience and
understanding of regional and international dynamics would be invaluable to boosting relations with New
Zealand.
Minister Kubuabola said the combination of financial acumen and senior management experience in Mr.
Waqabaca’s professional background was ideal for his new posting.

Amena Yauvoli appointed
New Ambassador for Climate
Change and Oceans

T

he Ministry of Foreign Affairs has announced the appointment of
Mr. Amena Yauvoli as the Ambassador for Climate Change and
Oceans.

Mr. Yauvoli brings extensive experience from the public sector and
regional and international organisations.
He is a former Permanent Secretary of Commerce, Industry, Investment
and Communication and Permanent Secretary Foreign Affairs and was
until recently the interim secretary-general of the Pacific Islands Development Forum (PIDF).
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Ratu Inoke Kubuabola said Mr. Yauvoli has the passion, integrity, professional
credentials and experience to champion the concerns, not just of Fiji, but of vulnerable island states in the
Pacific.
Mr. Yauvoli will be working closely with his department and other stakeholders as they prepare for COP21 in
Paris.
Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Fiji
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Patrick
Pikacha in
the Field

Conserving the Solomon Islands

F

or Patrick Pikacha, a childhood game of
hunting for birds and being curious about
animals and the environment is his daily job
today.

Patrick is currently the Research Officer,
Aquatic Systems Research Group, School of
Civil Engineering, University of Queensland. He
completed his undergraduate degree and Masters
with USP in 2005 in Marine Science.
“The major challenge in Melanesia is habitat loss,
through large extractive industries, like logging and
now mining. Habitat loss is the number one threat.
With ‘development’ also comes commercialism
and with that comes pollution. Plastic pollution and
the volume of non-biodegradable material into the
oceans is unwanted. This is now becoming a major
issue as well. The amount of plastics floating in the
ocean and popping up on very remote islands is
incredible,” said Patrick.
“I grew up in rural Papua New Guinea and later
rural Solomon Islands. I had an early interest in
the environment. I’d be out hunting for birds with
my father or fishing, and always had a curiosity for
animals and place” he recalls.
“I completed most of my undergraduate study as
an extension student, while working full time in
the Solomon Islands. Without USP extension, I
wouldn’t have had the opportunity and freedom to
work, and be out in the environment whilst getting
an education. Later I did Postgraduate Studies, and
a Master’s degree under the supervision of Prof.
Randy Thaman so I’m grateful to USP for further
refining my research capacity, and enhancing my
writing skills during my postgraduate studies.
With his interest in the environment and passion to
learn and do more to conserve the environment in
his home country, Patrick studied for his PhD with
the University of Queensland where he now works.
“Having a PhD in Ecology means that I’ve been able
to learn more about organism(s), which in my case
is frogs. A PhD has obvious academic advantages
over a Master’s degree and goes well on grant
applications. I was lucky for the opportunity,” he
continued.
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“My PhD thesis was on the ecology and evolution
of frogs in the Solomon Islands. Frogs are some of
the most threatened species on the planet. They are
commonly known as biological indicators. They let
us know if the environment is healthy or not. They
are so sensitive to climate change and habitat loss
that they tend to be more affected when there is an
environmental, and are affected faster than other
species. They have some of the fastest extinction
rates of any species on the planet. The Solomon
Islands has one of the highest numbers of species
in the insular South Pacific compared `other island
countries. There’s more than 23 described species,
but many more still undescribed, a total perhaps
taking it to more than 30 species. Fiji has only 2
endemic species.”
“I was motivated to pursue further studies by
two people who inspire me academically, Patrick
further added. The first was a photographer and
naturalist, Mike McCoy. He is the author of the book,
‘Reptiles of the Solomon Islands’. The other Prof.
Randy Thaman, his ideas of integrating indigenous
knowledge and science continues to motivate and
challenge me. I must also acknowledge my great
grandfather. His indigenous knowledge of the
environment is amazing.”
“For my research for PhD, learning molecular tools
was challenging, this was a steep learning curve
for me, having to learn how to extract DNA. I was
lucky to have a brilliant supervisor for that molecular
chapter, and a supportive team of supervisors for
my PhD. I would advise all research students to get
a very good team who understand your context,
field and have some knowledge of your research”
he continued.
According to Patrick “USP gave me a platform to
launch my academic career. The USP system of
extension, and on-campus study gave me the
opportunity to work and not miss out on an education.
Without a campus in the Solomon Islands, I would
still be chasing animals but without any qualification.
I owe this to USP.”
In 10 years’ time, I hope to be managing a research
institute in Solomon Islands, and working with
communities to implement community projects with
a conservation or sustainable outcome,” concluded
Patrick.
USP ALUMNI NEWS 2015 | ISSUE 4
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Tebeio Tamton – Winner of the
2015 IAFI Peter Howgate Award

Tebeio inspecting Fish
at the Kiribati Wharf

T

he winner of the International Association of
Fish Inspectors (IAFI) Peter Howgate Award
for 2015 is Tebeio Tamton from Kiribati. He
was supported by IAFI to attend the World
Seafood Congress 2013 that was held in Grimsby
UK from 5th to 10th September 2015.
Tebeio is a verification officer with the Competent
Authority for Fish and Fishery Products of Kiribati,
a newly-established unit of the Fisheries Division
within the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources
Development. Kiribati is a small and remote
developing island state in the SW Pacific Ocean
and highly dependent on fishery product exports.
Tebeio’s responsibilities include implementation
and enforcement of official controls pertaining to
food safety within the fishery sector (both landbased processing plants and offshore fishing
vessels). As such he is responsible for ensuring
that fishery business operators comply with the
sanitary requirements of key export markets. Tebeio
is also a key member of the team setting up official
control systems in line with EU regulations, and has
contributed technical content to the preparation of a
dossier to submit to the European Commission with
a view to obtaining access to this important market
in the near future.
Tebeio obtained a degree in Marine Science from the
University of the South Pacific, Fiji in 2010. He then
worked for two years in the fish processing industry,
firstly in Fiji, and then in Kiribati. In Fiji he worked in

the Inventory Control, Procurement and Marketing
Department for an EU-listed fish processor exporting
tuna to global markets, where he was responsible
for the management of documents and certificates
required for the export of consignment of fishery
products to different markets. He also developed
and implemented training courses on hygiene
and occupational health for operatives working in
the processing line. Subsequently, he worked for
a company in Kiribati, undertaking similar tasks,
before joining the Fisheries Division of the Ministry
of Fisheries and Marine Resources Development in
September 2013.
Tebeio has won the award in the face of competition
from a field of highly qualified applicants from around
the world. He was selected by the judges due to
his clear and strongly demonstrated professional
commitment to fish inspection and his combination
of experience in the fish processing industry and as
an official fish inspector, which is particularly relevant
to the aims of IAFI. Tebeio hopes that his attendance
at the World Seafood Congress in Grimsby, will
help his career by providing exposure to different
international approaches to the implementation and
enforcement of official controls for fishery products,
and that this will this help Kiribati to gain access to
the EU market for its fishery products. The Board
of the International Association of Fish Inspectors
wholeheartedly endorses this aim.

Source: www.peterhowgateaward.com
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Adventurous
Bindiya

T

he saying that “you can take the girl out of the island
but you can’t take the island out of the girl” is true
for Bindiya Rashni. Born and raised in Fiji’s Garden
Island, Taveuni, it was the adventure of the subject that
drew Bindiya to study Marine Science.
A freshwater Macroinvertebrate Ecologist with USP’s
Institute of Applied Science, Bindiya graduated in 2009
and 2015 with her Undergraduate and Master’s degrees
in Marine Science.
According to Bindiya, “during my MSc journey I realised
that Freshwater Invertebrate biology and ecology is a rare
science in the Pacific and there is a need to boost research
in this field. Freshwater is one of the threatened resources
of the Pacific islands and the diverse freshwater bodies
such as rivers, streams, springs, lakes and brooks support
a rich biotic community which integrate transformations
in catchments/watersheds. Understanding the biotic
community structure and ecology of the freshwater
ecosystem is the key to freshwater wetland management
and its sustainable use in the Pacific, the key ecosystem
that is the source of drinking water globally and provides
several ecosystem services such as food, drinking &
washing water, transportation, timber.”
Invertebrates are animals insects, crabs, lobsters and
their kin, snails, clams, octopuses, starfish, sea-urchins
and worms.
It is interesting to note that Bindiya is the only apprentice
of Dr. Alison Haynes (the authority of freshwater
invertebrate fauna of Oceania) who is 90 years old. So
as Bindiya explains “my MSc journey was more about
the ‘passing over’ process of invertebrate taxonomy
knowledge whereby I had to ‘grow up quickly’ to grasp
the maximum to fill in a knowledge gap of almost 3
generations.”
“Soon after my graduation in 2009, continued Bindiya,
I was fortunate to be offered a scholarship with 5 other
Fijians by the United States Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs (USIE) for a 6 week study program in the
US centered around the environmental movement in the
US from grassroots to policy level. When I returned from
the US, I was offered a position of graduate assistant
(GA) at the Institute of Applied Science (IAS) and so had
my PGDip (2009) upgraded to MSc level (2010).”
According to Bindiya “the IAS/USP provided me with
a platform for a unique career in academia. I had a an
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opportunity to work with some of greatest researchers
in the Pacific such as Dr. Alison Haynes, Prof. William
Aalbersberg, Mr. Marika Tuiwawa and Late Mr. Johnson
Seeto (Authority on Marine Fauna of Oceania). Moreover,
in the last 9 years at USP, I made some great friends
from the USP member countries who are now part of
our scientific network and we do get to partner up on
projects occasionally. I have always loved the colorful,
creative and diverse Pacific feel of USP and I appreciate
the diversity of programmes offered here that is centered
on addressing the issues faced by the Pacific Islanders.”
At 28, Bindiya has an impressive list of achievements
including;
• Laying a foundation for freshwater macroinvertebrate
ecology in the Pacific through her thesis research;
• Contributing towards the development of the first
‘RiverCare Toolkit’ for Fiji;
• Taxonomically identified over 1 million specimens
from Fiji and Solomon islands; and
• Co-authored the first Aquatic Insect guide of Fiji (under
review) and the first Macrophyte and Periphyton
guide of Fijian Wetlands (in progress). These books
are intended to be supplementary text books for the
Invertebrate Biology course at USP
Of her achievements, Bindiya says “to grow under
the apprenticeship of the ‘Living Legend’, Dr. Alison
Haynes, gaining the respect and trust from my lecturers/
supervisors and fellow colleagues is a huge blessing for
me.”
Bindiya’s latest field work was being part of the aquatic
biodiversity team (54 people of which 34 were scientists)
to the Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands. The expedition
was for three weeks.
The aquatic team included Dr. Brendan Ebner- TropWater,
James Cook University- Aquatic Vertebrate, David
Boseto - Ecological Solutions, Solomon Islands-Aquatic
Vertebrate, Robson Hevalao- Pacific Horizons Consulting,
Solomon Islands- Aquatic Vertebrate, Lekima Copelandfreshwater Fish Ichthyologist- USP and Bindiya being the
only aquatic invertebrate specialist.
This Solomon Island expedition was a great opportunity
not only for research but for networking as well for
Bindiya.
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Advocating for Education

S

eeing the need for university trained teacher in schools was the motivating factor
for Roy Obed to study Education.

“Vanuatu being a young country then needed more skilled people. I added
Education Studies into my programmes as I found that secondary schools in Vanuatu
lacked university trained teachers.”

Roy graduated in 1989 with a Bachelor of Arts degree and after graduation was a
Secondary School Teacher, advocating for quality teaching and learning before becoming
the deputy principal in 1992 and later school principal in 1995 - 2002.

“I have served in a number of capacities for the Vanuatu government in educational
matters both in Vanuatu and in the region because USP provided the ground work for this exposure. USP provided the
springboard for me to study in the UK towards a Master’s Degree in Education from 1996 to 1997.”
USP helped me to be “innovative and be independent and to focus on real changes that impacts people,” Roy said.

“I was inspired by the multi-ethic nature of the USP and its lecturer namely Dr/Professor Tupeni Baba, Prof. Konai
Thaman, Prof. Randy Thaman, Nick Plange, Dr. Richard Wah and Dr. Vijay Naidu.
“I have the privilege to serve as an advisor to the Emalus Campus in Vila and also come into contact with various
dignitaries of the University, especially Dr. Akanisi Kedrayate who keeps me on my toes,” Roy shares.

Roy is the current Director Education Services with the Public Service Commission in Vanuatu and hopes to become
an education consultant where he retires.

Passion for Tourism
S

ince May 2010, Ilisoni
Vuidreketi has been at
the helm of the South
Pacific Tourism Organisation
(SPTO).

An alumnus of USP, Ilisoni has
over 20 years’ experience in private sector development in the
areas of Trade, Investment, Tourism and the development of
Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs).
Before joining SPTO in May 2010, he was Fiji’s Trade
Commissioner to the United States of America (USA) and
Canada based in Los Angeles. He was previously Project
Development Specialist responsible for the development of
SMEs in resource based industries such as agriculture, fisheries,
manufacturing and tourism in Fiji. He was also the Regional
Director UK, Europe and Asia with Tourism Fiji, responsible for
the development of these long haul tourism markets.
One of the first graduates from USP’s Master of Business
Administration (MBA) programme in 1996, Ilisoni says he
“saw the growth in demand for and in the field of business”
and decided to study the MBA programme to compliment his
undergraduate business degree.
Apart from the relevant education, continues Ilisoni studying the
MBA programme was the “best and most memorable time of
my career life. I had the opportunity to meet and get to know
future CEOs, politicians and successful leaders,” he said.
According to Ilisoni “the MBA training lifted my management
knowledge and professional skills to another level.”
At the Helm of SPTO, Ilisoni has been instrumental in
establishing and implementing several successful tourism
strategies including;
• Review and strengthen the institutional capacity of the
SPTO in delivering benefits and services to its 17 member
Pacific Island countries. This included improving current
and establishing new internal systems, procedures and
monitoring frameworks to ensure the smooth and effective
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functioning of the organisation.

• Development and implementation of the Pacific Tourism
Strategy (PTS) 2015-2019. The PTS is a high-level strategic
planning document that identifies and prioritises a series of
regional initiatives for the development and promotion of
the tourism sector. It assists and compliments strategies of
national governments.
• Assisted in the development of National Tourism Development
Strategies for smaller island countries of Tuvalu, Nauru, RMI,
FSM, Solomon Islands and Kiribati.
“I am passionate about Tourism for it empowers local
communities to recognise opportunities, create business
activities that help improve their livelihoods, preserve their
cultures and protect their surrounding natural environment.
From Burebasaga, Rewa, Ilisoni was educated at Queen Victoria
School, Matavatuvou.
“Life at QVS boarding school was such a blessing. We were
not only taught academic subjects but also leadership, Fijian
culture, disciplined military training and sports (primarily rugby).
The school brought a convergence of students from all different
backgrounds and different provinces in Fiji, which promoted the
sharing and learning of different personal experiences, skills
and personalities.”
“My late mother inspired me greatly, especially in how she
planned and organised our daily family routine when we were
growing up - six children in the family and my dad was always
busy at work trying to make ends meet. My (housewife) mother
would be the first to wake up in the morning and the last to
go sleep at night. She would organise family matters during
the day to make sure all family members were clothed and fed
with the little we had. She would never complain and always
advocated the importance of humility and respect for others. I
think these stuck with me (the humility and respect for others)
and I believe helped me in my career path to where I am now.”
Retiring from the corporate world, in 10 years’ time Ilisoni hopes
to be a retired self-sufficient farmer.

ALUMNI DIARY

Sonal Singh

BA in Management and Public
Administration (Gold Medalist 2003) and
Tourism Studies, MA in Management
and Public Administration (2005). She
now resides and works in Australia at the
Macquarie University.
“I stayed on campus while I was pursuing my undergraduate degree. USP has a thriving residential campus
life and USP life was filled with new experiences like meeting people from diverse backgrounds.
Highlight of my undergraduate studies was being awarded a Gold Medal when I graduated in 2003. But
as a student the greatest achievement was getting a scholarship from the European Union as a Graduate
Assistant for my Masters studies. The scholarship was a stepping stone in pursuing my goal towards a career
in research.
Studying at USP broadened my knowledge and understanding on advocacy and social justice issues. USP
helped give me a direction on utilising my passion for research for social good.
I decided to pursue Masters in Management and Public Administration and graduated in 2005 to develop
skills and knowledge in areas of governance, public management and policy making. I am passionate about
equity, social justice and ethics and through my Masters I was able to learn research methods and strategies

My biggest inspiration has been my children. They give me
the strength and motivation to use my research skills to
influence policy decisions affecting women and children
for conducting policy research to inform evidencebased decision making process.
After my Masters graduation, I began working
at Fiji Trade and Investment Bureau as a Senior
Export Promotion Officer. Working with emerging
exporters to explore new markets internationally, I
was able to utilise the policy research skills I had
learnt during my Masters.
In 2009, I moved to Macquarie University in
Australia to pursue a PhD in Marketing and upon
completion in 2013, I began working for Widening
Participation Unit at Macquarie University
working on projects encouraging students from
low-economic backgrounds to enter into higher
education.
In October 2015, I was invited by the Ministry of
Education, NZ to present at the Refugee Education
Conference in Auckland.
My biggest inspiration has been my children.
They give me the strength and motivation to use
my research skills to influence policy decisions
affecting women and children.”
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Anna Pasikale
Country: New Zealand
Programme: Diploma in Education 1981
Occupation: Deputy Director Human Development, Sustainable
Economic Development Division, New Zealand Ministry of Foreign
Affairs & Trade
What was your most memorable moment as a student?
It’s difficult to pinpoint a single moment – there are several: Pacific
Week - celebration of the different Pacific cultures; sitting exams in
the hanger (lower campus) with “bombing” pigeons flying overhead;
and the awesome array of visiting international guest speakers at U8.
(including the late Indira Gandhi).
Describe your experience while studying at USP.
The rich diversity of students and lecturers was special and gave me an appreciation of Pacific-ness.
What was your greatest achievement while studying at USP?
Making and maintaining lifelong friendships – I still have friends I made there from Fiji, Tonga, Tokelau, Tuvalu,
Vanuatu and Solomon Islands –some of us (including me) met our spouses there!

Professors Konai Helu-Thaman and Randy Thaman –
inspire me with their dedication and contributions to
Pacific Education. They were not my lecturers during my
time at USP. But I’ve had the privilege of working with them
and getting to know them since then. They continue to
inspire generations of Pacific people.
After graduating from USP, what were some of the highlights of your career?
I’ve worked as a teacher in Fiji and NZ, a researcher, policy advisor and managed a variety of specialist teams
in education, health and development assistance. My work has enabled me to work in the Pacific region and
see other USP graduates in action.
How do you think USP helped you in your career?
It gave me a belief that the Pacific can contribute to its own solutions for success.
After graduating from USP, what has been your greatest achievement?
Research and publications in Pacific issues - including involvement in the “Rethinking Pacific Education”
initiative - which still continues to encourage Pacific epistemology.
What inspires you and why?
People who think outside the box and lead by example - we need creative thinkers to challenge the way
we view the world - through poetry, drama, music or research. Professors Konai Helu-Thaman and Randy
Thaman – inspire me with their dedication and contributions to Pacific Education. They were not my lecturers
during my time at USP. But I’ve had the privilege of working with them and getting to know them since then.
They continue to inspire generations of Pacific people.
What advice would you give to current and future students of USP?
Education is a journey not a destination - you get out of it what you put into it.
Any other information you would like to share?
USP provides a good foundation for learning both academically and culturally. I have gone on to complete
degrees and post graduate studies at other universities but the USP experience is unique. The cultural
diversity affirms and promotes pride in being from the Pacific.
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Viraaj Lad
Country: Fiji
Programme: BA (2000), MBA (2007)
Occupation: CEO Bhikabhai Sweets

Career Highlights since Graduation
It was difficult getting a job after Fiji’s 2000 coup. I worked as a
part time Accounting Tutor for Accounting Department @ USP for
4 months after which I worked as an Accounts Assistants at an
International Insurance Broking Company (ranked # 1 today).
Within 4 months I was given the opportunity to climb the ladder as
a Manager at a young age of 22. The exposure, experiences and
knowledge I gained in 3 years living on Campus helped me achieve more than what I had imagined.
After 1st graduation, I worked for 4 years in an International Insurance Broking company in Fiji. My last position
as a Manager inspired me to go back to my family business but strongly felt I needed more knowledge given
I had operations knowledge only.
In 2004, I then joined my family business in Ba as the 4th generation family member to take on the challenge
to grow the 80 year old company to greater heights. This is when I joined USP’s MBA programme in 2005
on part time basis in Nadi. This has helped me and my family business immensely to grow from strength to
strength.
USP’s MBA programme has helped me achieve my dreams and personal aspirations. I started as Operations
Manager and later I was appointed CEO/ Executive Director & Company Secretary. The personal satisfaction
and the boost to the existing passion to grow your family business cannot be described in words.
Who/what do you credit your success to? What inspires you?
My Guru’s (meaning Teachers in every aspect of live) – parents, family members, School Teachers, Lecturers
and everyone who has helped me grow from strength to strength.
How do you think USP helped you in your career?
By providing affordable education, good positive learning environment, very experienced and learned lecturers
and tutors, exposure in a wide range of cultures and values, giving me a part time job which was my first paid
job.
Describe any challenges you face to reach where you are today and how you overcame those
challenges?
What seemed challenges then was actually an opportunities for growth. I was blessed to have the right
people who instilled good values in me, a positive environment and education system and these helped me
grasp these opportunities.
Where do you see yourself in 10 years (career and/or personal goals)?

Career – bring my family business into the international arena i.e. trade online and build a international brand
name. Personal – become small family businesses mentor on sustainable business growth path and share
my experience, knowledge and values.
What advice would you give to current and future students of USP?
Grab this moment as it will not come back, don’t waste it. There is time for everything. Remember that we
need knowledge which we gain from studying as well as soft skills (such as communication skills, time & task
management skills, creativity and problem-solving skills, accepting responsibility and taking on leadership
role) in order to prosper in career and personally. Education process never stops.
Please share top three tips that you think are most important for our current students or recent
graduates that will help them when starting out on their career paths.
• Build your soft skills as it is as important as your technical knowlegde (as mentioned above)
• A challenge now is actually an opportunity. All that is needed is positivity and faith
• Keep upskilling yourself so that you can do and enjoy different things in life.
What has your involvement been with the University since you graduated? (if any)
Attended on post graduate short course on Corporate Governance.
Any other information you would like to share.
Keep me informed on short courses for business executives by email. Not only do I learn but network as well.
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In this edition of the Alumni Newsletter, we
highlight USP Alumni from 2000 - 2009.

WHERE ARE
THEY NOW?

Metua Robert Vaiimene

Janelle Montu-Veresa

Priestly Habru

Mereseini Senikau
Tuivuniwai

Cook Islands, 2000 – graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts in 2000 and a MBA in
2009. He is the Director of Destination
Development with the Cook Islands
Tourism Marketing Corporation.

Solomon Islands, 2002- graduated with
a Bachelor of Arts and a Postgraduate
Certificate in Gender Studies 2014. He
manages the Island Sun in the Solomon
Islands.

Fiji, 2002 – graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts. Janelle resides and works in USA as
the Budget & Operations Analyst for the City
of Oklahoma.

Fiji, 2005 – graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts in 2005 and works as a
Communications Officer with the Pacific
Islands Forum Secretariat.

Courtney Kruse

Jone Tovata

Iresh Lal

Annemarie Dunbar

Jama’l Talagi

Pita Tuiloma

Yvette Samson

Tarita Hutchinson

Lindon Havimana

Jenies Mudiliar

Samoa, 2005 – graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts and now runs her own Company,
Allied Print Design.

Fiji, 2005 – graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts and Postgarduate Diploma in Social
Policy in 2014. He is studing towards a
Master’s degree in Social Policy. He is the
Development Manager at USP.

Niue, 2007 – graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts and a postgraduate Diploma in
Marine Affairs in 2013. She works for the
Niue Government in the Department of
Fisheries and Forestry.

Fiji, 2007 – graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts and works in Nadi for the Australia
Pacific Technical College (APTC).

Solomon Islands, 2009 – graduated with a
Bachelor of Science in 2009. He is a PhD
student with the Kagoshima University in
Japan.

Fiji 2006 – graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts. Jone works in Fiji as the Managing
Director / Consultant at Navosa Vuevata
Group of Companies.

Denmark, 2007 – graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts. She is P.A. to Ambassador Vivien
Life at the British Embassy Copenhagen.

Fiji, 2007 – graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts in 2007 and Master’s degree in 2013.
He is currently pursuing PhD studies at USP.

Cook Islands, 2008 – graduated with a
MBA. She is the current Executive Director
at the South Pacific Trust in the Cook
Islands.

Fiji, 2009 – graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts and a Postgraduate Diploma in
Development Studies in 2014. She is the
Manager Marketing at USP. .
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USP Alumni

merchandise
Get yours today!

Available now at the USP Book Centre Laucala Campus and online at
http://uspbookcentre.com/store/merchant.mv?Screen=CTGY&Store_Code=UBC&Category_Code=ALU

Stay Connected
to USP, your

Alma Mater!
Our professional network provides opportunities make new business
contacts, obtain referrals, view professional profiles of other alumni and
inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavors.

Register Online: alumni.usp.ac.fj

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

Twitter@USPAlumni

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin

unisouthpacific

T: +679 3232914
E: miller_i@usp.ac.fj or alumni@usp.ac.fj
www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork
@UniSouthPacific / @USPAlumni
unisouthpacific

T: +679 3232914
E: miller_i@usp.ac.fj or alumni@usp.ac.fj
www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork
@UniSouthPacific / @USPAlumni
unisouthpacific

