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A keen interest in public speaking has led The 
University of the South Pacific (USP) alumnus, the 
Chief Executive Officer of the South Pacific Stock 
Exchange (SPSE), Krishika Narayan (Bachelor of 
Laws 2005), to great heights of achievements at 
a very young age. 

“I had started representing my primary school in 
oratory contests from nine years of age and won 
three oratory contests whilst in primary school. 
Naturally my parents encouraged this talent 
and by the time I finished high school I had set 
my mind on becoming a lawyer.”As a result, 
her obvious preference of programme to study 
when she joined USP was the Bachelor of Laws. 

Ms Narayan has fond memories of her time at 
USP and believes that it has played a vital role in 
the development of her career. During her time 
at the University, not only was Ms Narayan part of 
the inaugural Moot Competition in 2008 but she 
also won the Best Female Mooter of the Year. 
During the 2005 Open Day celebrations, she also 
performed on some Hindi numbers as part of 
the Indian Student Association’s presentations.

She re-lived those memories this year when she 
was invited as one of the distinguished guests 
at the opening of the 2017 Open Day. “As I sat 

there enjoying the performances delivered on 
the day, it brought back all the fond memories of 
endless rehearsals, sprained ankles and beautiful 
costumes of our performance in 2005,” says Ms 
Narayan.

The determined young alumnus believes that 
her educational background and experience has 
elevated her career at a very fast pace within her 
eight years of working with SPSE. 

She started her career in April 2009 as the 
Research and Compliance Officer at SPSE 
after completing her Law degree. She then 
became the Company Secretary in 2011 and was 
promoted to Manager Legal and Compliance in 
2013. She took the role of Acting CEO for the 
SPSE earlier this year and was later confirmed to 
the position in July.

“Basically, I am in charge of ensuring that the 
overall strategic objectives of the company is 
implemented and achieved. I enjoy all aspects 
of my current position,” says Ms. Narayan.

Being a mother of two children, Ms Narayan 
states that the only toughest challenge she has, 
is being a working mother with two very young 
girls and achieving the right balance between 
the different roles.

“After a hard day at work, being welcomed 
home by the two most adorable faces makes me 
realise how lucky I am. I wouldn’t change this for 
anything,” she added.

Having a positive attitude towards challenges 
has seen her through as she manages to balance 
her personal and professional life successfully. 
Apart from being inspired by her mum, Ms 
Narayan is also appreciative of her husband’s 
support and encouragement in both her career 
and her roles at home.

“My husband, Navnit, has played such an 
important role in helping me balance this 
challenge. Without his encouragement and 
support, both in my career and at home with the 
girls, I would not have come this far,” highlighted 
Ms Narayan.

She encourages recent graduates to choose a 
career path that they are passionate about and 
to remember that continuing education is vital 
for a successful career path.
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VANUATU ALUMNUS PROMOTES 
EDUCATION 

For The University of The South 
Pacific (alumnus) Honorable Jean 
Pierre Nirua (Bachelor of Arts, 
1984), studying at the University 
was not part of his initial plan. The 
experience however, allowed him 
to make new friends and gave him 
great opportunities for success in 
life. 

“Overall, I would summarise my 
studies at the University as pleasant 
because I made great friends and 
also had an excellent learning 
experience,” says Hon Nirua. 

Hon Nirua is a ni-Vanuatu politician 
elected as Member of Parliament 
for Port Vila constituency. He was 
appointed Minister for Education 
and Training after the 2016 elections. 
“For me what matters the most is 
not really my position, but to be of 
service to others” states Hon Nirua.

The alumnus reminiscences 
his option to attend USP as a 
decision that was forced upon 
him. He joined USP after Vanuatu 
gained independence from the 
French. “After the country gained 
independence, the French school 
I attended had few teachers and 

the Director of USP urged us to join 
USP,” says Hon Nirua. 

Looking back, he believes it was 
for the best as he recalls the rich 
encounters he had with other 
students of different background 
from around the Pacific.

After completing his degree, Hon 
Nirua was employed at the Prime 
Minister’s Office, under the National 
Planning and Statistics Department 
as Aid Coordination Officer and later 
promoted to the position of Principal 
Management Officer. He was later 
further promoted as Director of the 
National Aid Department for four 
years before joining USP Centre in 
Vanuatu as Director.

“I was the USP Center Director for 
fifteen (15) years and I was part 
of the development of some USP 
campuses,” says Hon Nirua. The 
amiable alumnus was inspired by 
his late father who he describes as 
a man of moral and vision and who 
was also the first Prime Minister of 
Vanuatu.

The alumnus states that the main 
challenge during his University days 
was the language barrier which 

he overcame successfully and is 
one which he considers a major 
achievement for himself. 

“Because of cultural background 
as a French speaking student, the 
challenge was having to integrate 
completely to an entirely English 
language environment but I 
value honesty and also welcome 
challenges as great opportunities,” 
Hon Nirua said.

He added that completing his 
degree within the allocated four year 
period was also a great achievement. 
Studying for a Bachelor at USP at that 
time was a four year programme, 
starting from Preliminary until the 
final third year of degree. 

 Apart from sports and music, the 
alumnus loves empowering and 
encouraging youths to be an active 
member of the society. “Aside of 
sports and music, I like to inspire 
youths to be active and be an 
important element of the society,” 
says Hon Nirua.

Hon Nirua also completed his 
Masters in Business Administration 
studies from USP. “USP MBA is 
getting quite popular and it only 
took a year to complete compared 
to the other institution which offered 
it for a two year period,” says Hon 
Nirua.

He believes that his MBA 
qualification is a preeminent 
achievement to his career which 
gave him the opportunity to attain 
higher positions and also become a 
member of parliament.

Hon Nirua urges recent graduates 
to be the element of change in the 
society; to respond to those who ask 
for their assistance and to be loyal to 
employers.

“Always aim high, improve quality of 
life and try to make a difference.”

Honorable Jean Pierre Nirua
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Not only did she fall in love with 
the deeply embedded culture 
and livelihood of the Pacific Island 
people, Holly Marie Gittlein had 
a soul nurturing experience while 
pursuing her Post Graduate Diploma 
studies at The University of the South 
Pacific (USP).

“I chose to come to USP because I 
wanted to be with traditional people 
and their lifestyles and to try to 
create systems of natural resource 
management that implement 
traditional systems,” says Ms 
Gittlein.

Ms Gittlein was awarded a Rotary 
International Ambassadorial Schol-
arship allowing her to attend USP 
where she graduated with a Post 
Graduate Diploma in Marine Studies 
in 2005. Being an international stu-
dent from Alaska, USA Ms Gittlein 
was very much familiar with the ad-
vanced western world but was also 
fascinated with the vibrant multi-cul-
tural aspects and traditional subsis-
tence lifestyles presence within the 
South Pacific.

“I really enjoyed the multi-cultural 
aspect of USP as I was able to meet 
students from many Pacific Islands 
and become dear friends with them 
to this day,” says Ms Gittlein. 

The free-spirited alumnus is inspired 
by Mother Nature’s beauty and 
abundance thus she immediately 

fell in love with Fiji, its traditions and 
grew very fond of rugby. She had 
played rugby for her university in 
Colorado, USA and decided to join 
a team while at USP. 

“I loved playing rugby for the Queen 
Victoria Blues women’s rugby team!”

Ms Gittlein recalls her University 
days with great delight, reminiscing 
the field trips she took to remote 
villages while doing her Marine 
Studies courses.

“We would stay in villages and 
conduct Eco-Tourism studies 
learning from the elders and their 
traditional knowledge about the 
sea, the forest, the medicine from 
the plants and of course….Yaqona!” 
she said. Her research focused 
on women in fisheries and the 
traditional Fijian Calendar (Na Vula 
Vaka Viti).

During her studies in USP, Ms 
Gittlein worked with five-time 
National Sculpture Award winner in 
the Fiji National Fine Art Awards, Mr 
Ben Fong to create a beautiful metal 
sculpture for the Marine Campus 
main building. 

“The piece symbolises the essence 
of Pacific Islander identity using 
turtles, waves, birds and other natural 
elements,” Ms Gittlein points out.

After graduation, Ms Gittlein 
worked for the Alaska Department 
of Fish & Game and also returned 

to Fiji working with the Rotary Pacific 
Water for Life Foundation. A woman 
of many talents and interest, she 
is currently a professional award-
winning artist with a successful art 
business (www.hollygittlein.com). 
She has many public art installations 
throughout Alaska and her pieces 
are found in private collections 
world wide. Currently, she is creating 
artwork that communicates healing 
at the human, environment and 
spiritual level. 

 “The South Pacific and the people 
continue to be one of my greatest 
inspirations for my art and nurture 
my soul,” says Ms Gittlein. 

Apart from her busy life as an artist, 
she is a board member of a NGO 
in Alaska and works with homeless 
youth. She infused her art talent with 
her community work by coaching 
youth for career development with 
art projects.

Holly describes her challenges as 
similar to everyone, but believes 
in defying them with an optimistic 
approach.

“I think what I have learned the most 
from challenges is to be forgiving 
and compassionate to the self and 
others, set healthy boundaries, take 
care of your body and have some 
sort of practice like yoga or prayer 
or rugby because life is practice in 
action,” says Ms Gittlein.

She reminds graduates to be 
determined but also have a sense of 
balance with life.

“Set goals and get into the field, 
align your heart with your mind so 
you know where and for what you 
are doing, have fun and don’t take 
life to seriously.”

The free-thinker alumnus dreams 
of working with other artists and 
creating an artist residency in 
Kadavu, Fiji in the future.

INTERNATIONAL ARTIST ALUMNUS INSPIRED BY 
PACIFIC 

Holly Gittlein with one of her latest creations, Infinite Flame.
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The University of the South Pacific 
(USP) alumnus, Dr Mohammed 
Asid Zullah has always had an 
inquisitive personality with a keen 
interest in how things move. He 
graduated from USP with Bachelor 
of Engineering Technology in 
Mechanical & Manufacturing in 2007 
and is currently the Senior Engineer 
in classification society (Korean 
Register) for the Republic of Korea.

Dr Zullah enjoyed his University 
days at USP and defined it as 
unforgettable. He describes his 
most cherished moments as making 
lifelong friends and their effortless 
daily strive in their studies. “USP 
has a distinctive positive energy 
and is alive with students sharing, 
exploring and learning. My USP days 
are unforgettable and in fact those 
days are happy days of my life,” says 
Dr Zullah.

After completing his BSc, he realised 
that he needed to further his studies 
and enrolled in the Postgraduate 
in Engineering programme. He 
completed two units after which 
he was offered a scholarship by 
Professor Lee Young-Ho to pursue 
Masters in Mechanical Engineering 
at Korea Maritime and Ocean 
University. Afterwards, Prof Lee 
further extended his gratitude by 
offering him a PhD scholarship. 

He graduated in early 2017 with 
a PhD degree in Mechanical 
Engineering from the Graduate 
School of Korea Maritime and 
Ocean University (KMOU) in Busan. 
He is the first Fijian to receive a PhD 
from the University and also the first 
PhD graduate in Korea since the Fiji 
Embassy in Korea was established. 
After graduation he opted to join 
Korean heavy industries to gain 
knowledge and experience.

This USP alumnus has worked with 
experts in the field of renewable 
energy and marine industry. He 
has co-chaired and represented his 
company as subject matter expert 
in four International Electrotechnical 
Commission standard development 
project teams for marine energy. 

“Currently, I am working as a 
Senior Engineer, where I work 
with world-class shipbuilders (e.g., 
Hyundai Heavy Industries, Daewoo 
Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering 
Co., Ltd, Samsung Heavy Industries, 
etc.) and manufacturing companies, 
delivering timely, expert practical 
engineering services. I advanced 
in my career one step at a time 
and I would say that every move 
in my career was an achievement 
to getting closer to my goal of 
becoming a professional in my 
field,” says Dr Zullah.

Dr Zullah states that USP laid the 
foundation for his career and has 
provided the balance for today’s 
rapidly changing, multicultural 
society. “USP provided me the 
power to foster appreciation of the 
interdependence of all humankind 
and respect other cultures and value 
systems.” 

Thus, not only has Dr Zullah kept 
in contact with his Engineering 
department in USP but he 
also eagerly represents Fiji at 
international level. “I have promoted 
my country and USP wherever and 
whenever possible; at international 
meetings and conferences or at 
public speeches.” 

He deals with his challenges in a 
persistent manner and his thirst for 
higher education has driven him to 
achieve more. “I had encountered 
fierce competitions but success 
came with hard work and dedication. 
Persistence and continuous skill 
development has been my key,” 
reports Dr Zullah.

Dr Zullah is inspired and motivated 
by his parents and he hopes that 
his success will bring smiles upon 
their faces. Talking about them, Dr 
Zullah states, “My parents are my 
inspiration, because they always 
showed me the good values in life, 
and how determination, ambition 
and hard work is important in life.”

The passion driven alumni motivates 
graduates to choose something 
that suits their interests, experience 
and skills and join professional 
social networks which are good 
for networking with industry 
headhunters. 

“Start thinking about how to take 
control of your career development 
on an ongoing basis – by knowing 
your skills, values and interests and 
continuously improving them – as 
this will be helpful for you throughout 
your working life,” says Dr Zullah.

MAKING A MARK IN SOUTH KOREA
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Dr Asid M Zullah at his PhD graduation
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LOOKING FOR CHAMPIONS FOR  
USP ALUMNI NETWORK 

Alumni Champions are USP graduates who volunteer to help to keep alumni connected and 
involved with USP. They connect with former classmates or USP graduates in their regional 
location, encourage them to participate in alumni activities, and assist the Alumni Office in 
keeping up-to-date alumni contact information.

Being an Alumni Champion is a great way to remain involved after graduation and you can be as 
active as your schedule will allow. If you’re interested, please email Artila Devi: artila.devi@usp.
ac.fj or call (679) 3232675 for more information.

My first recollection of The University 
of the South Pacific (USP) some 
forty-five-plus (45+) years ago was 
concerning my admission. As I had 
left high School in 1960 and the 
Teachers College in 1962, enrolling 
in 1970 for a tertiary education made 
me a suspect as to whether I could 
cope with the academic demands 
of university life given the eight year 
academic gap. There was much 
discussion on the issue. At one 
stage I thought I was going to be 
refused admission but fortunately 
for me The University of Auckland 
had granted me admission as an 
extramural student in 1969 to study 
Legal System, a double unit course 
(which, I subsequently passed). The 

conclusion was that if University 
of Auckland thought I was good 
enough to enrol, then why not USP. 
By the way, I did very well with my 
courses and graduated according 
to schedule without any difficulty in 
1972.

One of the first assignment I was 
given was to do with ‘Social Uses of 
Food.’ To this day this subject comes 
to fore almost at every social occasion 
as I see food as an indispensable 
part of the agenda.

As a non-residential student, I could 
not participate in many of the on-
campus activities but for some 
reason, I attended this particular 
meeting seeking candidates for the 
USP Student Council. I remember 
asking a number of questions and 
making some comments at the 
meeting, I can’t recall exactly what. 
Anyway, a few days later some 
students managed to track me down 
and asked if I wanted to serve on the 
student council. I could not refuse. 

As someone interested in Indian 
culture, I found myself participating 
in a number of social and musical 
events and through this came to 

know other students of similar 
interest thus expanding my social 
circle. I was also easily identifiable as 
perhaps the only guy with a rattling 
blue mini traversing the inner roads 
of the university campus. 

When I joined university, I had 
already been married for four years. 
Just when I was doing my first paper 
in the first semester exam, my wife 
delivered our first child,  a girl. I was 
not told of this as my wife did not 
want my exam to be affected in any 
way. The interesting part was that 
during my second and third year of 
study, we could not find a reliable 
nanny and I would place my baby in 
a cot on the back seat of my car and 
park the car with all windows open 
at the door of classrooms seating 
myself in the last seat of the lecture 
rooms keeping an eye on her as I 
attended the lectures. Luckily for me 
the lectures were held in wooden 
buildings and one could drive up 
close to the door of these buildings. 
In this day and age this would not 
be possible as the cars are parked in 
distant car parks. Also, this would not 
be legally or morally permissible. But 
those were the days.

USP IN THE 70s

Subhash Muneshwar (BA, 72)
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The University of the South Pacific Journalism Alumni Network 
(USPJAN) group met on the 5 August for a network and discussion 
session. The meeting was an informal reunion at the USP’s Staff Club 
to meet up and see where everyone is in their career, to network and 
to catch up. It was a successful event as there was a good number of 
turnout and there was a fruitful discussion on the USPJAN association 
progress. Coordinator of the USP Journalism Programme Dr. 
Shailendra Singh and current Broadcast Lecturer Dr. Olivier Jutel also 
attended the meeting.

2017 Open Day at Nauru Campus was presented to the public with an Open-House-feel with staff displaying the various 
services and academic courses the campus offers. The atmosphere created by the Open House approach was very relaxed 
and the visiting public felt they were already part of USP. The Open Day was attended by 350 people across a wide variety 
of ethnic backgrounds, with ages ranging from high school students to working people. With Nauru’s small population, this 
was a great turn out. 

The newest addition to the Open Day programme this year was the inclusion of the USP Alumni. Each Alumni was given half 
an hour to share their experience as a USP student. The Alumni spoke on their chosen programme and also shared why they 
chose USP as their place of study. Each presentation was followed by a Q&A. 

Some of the sessions went overtime as enthusiastic audience members interacted with presenters, asking lots of interesting 
questions. The alumni who presented on the day were:

i) Hon Gabrissa Hartman M.P (Bachelor of Laws, 2007);

ii) Mr Richard Menke (Bachelor of Commerce, IS & Management & Public Administration, 2017);

iii) Mr Sankey Delukner (Bachelor of Science, Engineering, 2017); and

iv) Ms Abigail Limen (Bachelor of Commerce, Accounting and Management & Public Administration, 2012).

The alumni participation on the Nauru Campus Open Day was extremely well-received by the guests and its great success 
makes it an integral part of future Open Days.

Students listening to an alumni on Nauru Campus Open Day

Staff and alumni of Journalism programme 

ALUMNI PARTICIPATE IN USP NAURU CAMPUS OPEN DAY

JOURNALISM ALUMNI MEET 



7

USP ALUMNI NEWS

ALUMNI PROFILES

7

Country: Solomon Islands

Programme: Foundation Science 
(2014), Bachelor of Environmental 
Science (2017) 

Briefly reflect on your student life 
at USP. What memories do you 
have? I really enjoyed USP. I have 
friends from different Pacific Island 
Countries and I honestly enjoyed 
learning about these unique and 
diverse cultures from these students 
all over - not only students from 
the Pacific but also international 
students who came to Fiji as the 
exchange students. Additionally, 
I have increasingly developed my 
academic mindset from my years in 
USP. 

Why did you choose your field of 
study? It is because of my childhood 
interest in rocks. This interest made 
me choose the earth side of my field 
of study in Environmental Science. 

Why did you choose to do your 
studies at USP? My choice initially 
was influenced by my peers, but 
as time passed by I figured that I 
needed to reach out and mingle 
with other Pacific Island students. 
That was when I saw the beauty of 
the Pacific with diverse multicultural 
people of different nations. 

What were some of your 
achievements as a student? I 
learnt a lot of things as a student. I 
learnt about various cultures, time 
management skills, peer discussion 
skills and communication skills

Details of further studies after 
USP (if any). I am currently doing my 
postgraduate study in Environmental 
Geoscience and am also planning to 
continue doing my Masters in either 
Geology or Environment. I would 
consider keeping both in hand and 
pursuing further studies. 

What work did you do immediately 
after graduating from USP? 

I wanted to be a Geologist or 
an Environmentalist. Since I am 
currently doing my Postgraduate, I 
might develop my skills to at least 
become a professional in one of 
these areas. 

Career highlights since graduation. 
I want to become a Geologist 
or an Environmentalist after 
graduating with my Postgraduate 
qualifications from USP. I have come 
to an understanding that acquired 
knowledge should be taught to the 
people who were not privileged to 
access such knowledge. By doing 
this I believe people will change 
and start teaching younger ones 
once they have seen the benefits 
of what they have learnt. With that 
I also note that in order to develop 
the wellbeing of a country scholars 
need to act in educating the people 
in their respective countries. 

How do you think USP helped 
you in your career? From the very 
first few months in USP, I was out of 
vision, as time went on I started to 
see the real purpose of my being 
here at USP with the time given to 
these Lecturers and Tutors to lead 
and guide me through. At that 
point I knew that I needed to be 
an independent worker to help my 
country and fellow countries that 
might be of need for assistance. 

Describe challenges you faced to 
reach where you are today and how 
you overcame those challenges? 
There were many challenges which 
I came across. Once I remember a 

friend sent me to the Counselling 
Centre but I refused because I was 
shy. I encountered family issues, 
peer arguments, restless nights 
with assignments, late assignment 
submission and even failed two short 
tests on one of my courses. From all 
these I started seeking advise from 
older students, ethnic groups, and 
associations which then later gave 
me very helpful advice and support 
that finally changed me. 

Who/what inspires you? From my 
experience, my family inspires me, it 
gives me courage and hopes to be 
working and walking alone as I did. 
In addition to that, being among 
people who always talked about 
education being the key to success 
is the phrase that I always carry 
with me in my mind whenever or 
wherever I go. 

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years (career and/or personal 
goals)? To be a manager or owner 
of a company.

Please share three tips that you 
think are important for new 
graduates that will help them 
when starting out on their career 
paths. 

1. Always take part in arranged 
workshops the faculties run. 

2. Be a self-learning hero. 

3. Always do your part when it 
comes to assignments, class 
participation, peer meetings or 
group work. 

Please give details of any 
community work you are involved 
in (if any). I am involved in 
community work set by our student 
association, organising free sport 
games with giveaway prizes to 
educate rural people on the impact 
of education, and encouraging 
students to continue on that path.

LIONEL FAIGA
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Country: Fiji 

Programme: Master of Business 
Administration (2015) 

Why did you choose your field of 
study? I wanted to add depth to my 
twenty (20) years of work experience 
and also I saw the benefits of 
having an MBA for my colleagues 
and friends who completed the 
programme prior to my entry. It was 
also a requirement for my career 
progress into higher management 
roles.

Briefly reflect on your student 
life at USP. My student life was 
so rewarding that my wife is now 
midway into the programme. It 
allows us to become critical thinkers 
and gives us the confidence to step 
out of our comfort zone.

Greatest achievement[s] as a 
student. Being in the student 
council body throughout my entire 
one and half year of doing the 
programme and having to meet 
the market leaders of today. Half of 
business decisions made today in 
my company is through the network 
built over the years at USP.

Career Highlights since 
Graduation. My career is still 
ascending. I left Vodafone after 
sixteen (16) years after which I 
briefly joined FIFA and then Kriz 
Corporation for a year before I 
launched my own company. I am 
now working for a global brand. 
It’s been an amazing twenty-four 
(24) months since graduating and 
it keeps getting better. Currently, 
I own and operate Bluebird Events 
with my wife & Director Commercial 
for BLK International.

Who/what do you credit your 
success to? Definitely to God 
Almighty for without his love and 
care I wouldn’t be able to achieve 
all that I have and to my family, their 
love and support fueled my hunger 
to achieve the best and to be the 
person that I want to be. My wife is 

God sent. She practically played dual 
role during my time in Statham since 
my classes were all in the evening.

What inspires you? I draw my 
inspiration from my mum and my 
children. I wanted to show my kids 
that we can become whoever we 
want to be in this life with the right 
attitude and the passion from within. 

How do you think USP helped you in 
your career? The MBA programme 
turned me into a diamond and my 
value soared overnight - so much  
that I had offers from the Pacific and 
within Fiji. This includes financial 
reward. It was amazing how valuable 
the MBA programme is perceived by 
prospect employers. It was definitely 
the key strength when our CVs were 
being vetted.

Describe any challenges you face 
to reach where you are today 
and how you overcame those 
challenges? I see things very 
different nowadays. Prior to MBA 
I would take things at face value 
or take due consideration based 
on other people’s experience and 
opinion. Coupled with my work 
experience, the MBA programme 
has allowed me to be critical in the 
way I perceive things and given me 
an in depth analysis in decision-
making. I am also much more 
confident in decision-making. Prior 
to this my decision used to be made 
based on emotions and experience 
and I was not as analytical as I am 
today.

Where do you see yourself in 10 
years (career and/or personal 
goals)? Definitely in parliament and 
as a leader of our beloved nation, 
I have always wanted to be in the 
political sphere and contribute 
to the growth and livelihood of 
our young patriotic nation. I have 
personal passion for the vanua and 
my fellow Fijians.

What advice would you give to 
current and future students of 
USP? Studying is the best investment 
you can ever do for yourself. Have fun 
while studying. For those doing MBA 
programme try and spread it over 
three years, you will be introduced 
to market leaders of tomorrow over 
those years. I regretted doing the 
programme in eighteen (18) months. 
Had I done proper research I would 
have prolonged my study so that I 
could have an enriching network of 
leaders.

Please share top three tips that 
you think are most important for 
our current students or recent 
graduates that will help them 
when starting out on their career 
paths.

• Given the opportunity to do 
something great just do it, if you 
face any issue it will present you 
with a great opportunity to learn 
something great.

• Be a risk taker and jump into 
new things. The best thing that 
will ever happen is learning 
something new.

• Life is too short to be pondering. 
Go out there and be the person 
that you want to be.

What has your involvement been 
with the University since you 
graduated? I am still in touch with 
fellow alumni sharing best practices 
with them and influencing them 
to become employers and not 
employees.

LIGAVATU GUVINAKA GUKISUVA
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DOWN MEMORY LANE

Chemistry Lab in the 1970s

Physics Lab in
the 1970s 

Language Lab in 
the 1970s



10

USP ALUMNI NEWS

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

DR WAME BARAVILALA FIJI 
He graduated with a Bachelor of Science in 
Environmental Science in 1976. Dr Baravilala later 
studied medicine at the University of Otago was the 
former Dean of Fiji School of Medicine. He is the 
current Advisor in Maternal and Reproductive Health 
for United Nations Population Fund Asia and the 
Pacific Regional Office.

DR MORGAN 
TUIMALEALI’IFANO SAMOA
Graduated in 1977 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
History/Management and Sociology. Later 
he completed a Master of Arts in History 
and Anthropology in 1987. He then began 
teaching and later went to study his PhD in 
History at the Australian National University. 
He graduated with a PhD in 1997 and is 
currently a Senior Lecturer at USP.

SUNIA MANU FILI TONGA
Graduated in 1989 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Economics and Accounting after which he served 
in the Tongan Education ministry as a teacher. He 
then completed a Certificate in Legal studies in 1995 
promoting him as member of the parliament in 1999 
till 2014. He also graduated with a Masters in Business 
Administration (MBA) in 2017 and is currently the 
Manager for Niuloa Investments in Tonga.

PROF STEVEN RATUVA FIJI
Graduated in 1982 with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Sociology and History/Politics 
and a Graduate Certificate in Education. 
Prof Ratuva has worked in number of 
international universities and is currently 
the Director of the Macmillan Brown Center 
for Pacific Studies and Professor at the 
University of the Canterbury.

PENISIMANI FIFITA SAMOA
Graduated in 1987 with a Bachelor Of Arts majoring 
in History/Politics and Geography. He then worked a 
civil servant at the Ministry of Education and Training 
for 38 years. His political career began in 2014, 
when he was elected to Parliament as the People’s 
Representative for the Tongatapu Constituency. 
He was the Minister of Internal Affairs until he was 
reassigned in 2016 to his current position as the 
Minister of Education.

SIKELI TUINAMUANA FIJI 
Graduated from The University of the South 
Pacific in 1983 with a Bachelor of Arts 
majoring in Accounting. Mr Tuinamuana 
has over 30 years’ experience in audit 
and assurance services in Fiji and the 
Pacific Islands. Mr. Sikeli also completed 
his Masters in Commerce, Taxation and 
Information System at the University Of 
New South Wales in 1986 and is currently a 
Partner with Ernst and Young.

TARATAAKE TEANNAKI KIRIBATI
Graduated in 1993 with Bachelor in Management & 
Administration after which he has served in a number 
of prominent positions. He has also worked as the 
Kiribati Director of Tourism. He later completed more 
qualifications in the field of tourism, graduating with 
a Master of Arts in Tourism Studies. He worked for 
different Government sectors before assuming his 
current role as the Chief Executive Officer of Air 
Kiribati Limited.

HE JITOKO TIKOLEVU FIJI
Graduated in 1996 with a Bachelor of Arts 
in Business Studies. HE Tikolevu was the 
former Chief Executive Officer of the Fiji 
Revenue and Customs Authority. He has 
served on various Boards and Executive 
Committees in Fiji. He is currently the Fiji 
High Commissioner to the United Kingdom.

HON. MANASSEH SOGAVARE 
SOLOMON IS.
Graduated in 1997 with a Bachelor of Arts majoring 
in Accounting and Economics. His parliamentary 
career began in 1997 whereas he was elected as the 
Minister for Finance and Treasury in the Ulufa’alu 
government. He later completed his Master’s Degree 
in Management Studies from Waikato University and 
is currently the Solomon Island Prime Minister. 

ATHIL NARAYAN FIJI
Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Economics and Management in 1993. He 
started his career with Fiji Airways in 1994 
as a Graduate Trainee. He later completed a 
Master’s degree in Business and Technology 
from the University of New South Wales. 
Mr Narayan has served in various executive 
management positions before taking up his 
current role as Fiji Link’s General Manager. 

1970s 1980s 1990s

JAI RAJ FIJI
He graduated in 2009 with a Bachelor of Science 
majoring in Mathematics and Physics. Mr. Raj was then 
awarded with a Graduate Assistant scholarship to 
complete his Postgraduate Diploma in Mathematics. 
In 2013, he completed his Master of Science and 
worked as a Teaching Assistant and later Student 
Learning Specialist at USP. He is currently pursuing 
his PhD at the Queensland University of Technology. 

AKHTAR ALI FIJI 
He graduated in 2003 with a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Environmental Science. Mr Ali also 
has a Bachelor of Science degree from Lincoln 
University, New Zealand and Masters in OHS 
from University of Newcastle, Australia. He 
worked as an Environmental Engineer and 
later pursued his MBA at USP graduating 
in 2017. He is the present Chief Executive 
Officer of the Nausori Town Council. 

PROF  DAVID ROBIE NEW ZEALAND
Graduated in 2004 with a PhD in History-Politics. Prof 
Robie was simultaneously the Head of Journalism at 
The University of the South Pacific regional journalism 
programme while completing his PhD studies. A 
well-known journalist, academic and researcher, he 
is currently the Professor of Journalism and Director 
of the Pacific Media Centre at Auckland University of 
Technology and Aotearoa-New Zealand Fisheries and 
Forestry.

OFA SWANN FIJI
Graduated in 2006 with a Bachelor of 
Psychology. She was the Co-Founder & 
Partner of the business, JOBS Fiji Ltd, while 
completing her undergraduate studies. Ms 
Swann has worked in a number of local and 
international organisations after graduating 
from USP. She completed her Masters in 
Psychology in 2014 and is currently working 
as a Counsellor for MIOT Pacific Hospitals. 

IRENE MAUD FIJI
Graduated in 2009 with a Bachelor of Arts majoring 
in Environmental Studies. Her first job was as an 
Environmental Specialist at Lions One Metals 
Limited. She later completed her PostGraduate 
Diploma in Climate Change in 2016. Currently she 
works as a Research Officer at the Pacific Islands 
Forum Secretariat. 

MARETA KAITEIE KIRIBATI
Graduated in 2007 with a Degree in 
Economics and Public Administration. She 
immediately secured a permanent position 
at the Ministry of Commerce Industry 
and Cooperatives where she works as an 
Intellectual Property Officer. 

VERONICA HEIMULI TONGA
Graduated in 2017 with a Bachelor of Arts with a 
double major in Public Administration and Human 
Resources Management and Employment Relations. 
Although a recent graduate, she managed to secure a 
reputable job. She is currently employed as a Human 
Resources Officer at the office of the Legislative 
Assembly of Tonga.

OFAINE MAIYAROI FIJI
Graduated in 2017 with Bachelor of Science 
majoring in Marine Science. Ms Ofa is 
currently working as a Marine Biologist 
for Jean-Michel Cousteau Resort Fiji in 
Savusavu. She is the youngest member of 
the resorts diving team that is recruited to 
manage all environmental activity revolving 
around the luxury resort.

MELINE BUADROMO FIJI
Graduated in 2013 with Bachelor of Laws and 
completed her Professional Diploma in Legal 
Practice (PDLP) later in the same year. She joined 
Telecom Fiji Limited as the Team Leader immediately 
after graduating. Ms Buadromo later pursued an 
International Business Law & Intellectual Property 
Law (LLM) studies at Hebrew University, Israel in 2015. 
She is currently the Legal Officer and Team Leader for 
Constitutional Forum.

SHALVEER AUJLA FIJI
Graduated in 2017 with a Bachelor of 
Arts with a double major in Journalism 
and Sociology. Mr Aujla was part of the 
Pacific Cooperation Foundation internship 
programme while completing his studies in 
USP. He joined Fiji Sun as a journalist after 
completing his studies and is currently 
working as the Communication Officer for 
the Pacific Community (SPC). 
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Our professional network provides opportunities make new business 
contacts, obtain referrals, view professional profiles of other alumni and 

inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavors. 

Register Online: www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin www.instagram.com/unisouthpacific

twitter.com/USPAlumni

Contact Details
T: +679 3232914 
E: alumni@usp.ac.fj 

Stay Connected 
to USP, your 

Alma Mater!

http://www.usp.ac.fj/alumni
http://www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork
http://www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin
http://www.instagram.com/unisouthpacific
http://twitter.com/USPAlumni

