USP PROVIDES LIFE LONG FRIENDS FOR
SAMOAN ALUMNUS

Mr Vitoliu Lui
The University of the South Pacific (USP) alumnus,
Vitoliu Lui (BA, 1973) is best known in the region
for his role as the Deputy Director Programmes
of the then South Pacific Commission (SPC
1984/86) and fifteen years later, as the DeputyDirector General of the Secretariat of the Pacific
Regional Environmental Programme (SPREP).
Now retired, Mr Lui has provided over thirtyfour (34) years of service to the Government of
Samoa and regional organisations in the Pacific.
He started as a Preliminary student in 1970.“It
was the University’s early days and the facilities
were very basic because they were purpose built
as a military base for the Royal New Zealand Air
Force,” he says.
The Samoan alumni graduated from USP in 1973
with a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in Economics
and Public Administration and was awarded the
NZICSA prize for his academic performance. Mr
Lui recalls his university days as some of the best
years of his life and he remembers the university
activities he participated in.
“We used to have dances and balls as fundraisers
and annual events. There was a Miss USP
contest with an annual ball. Also, the various
Student Associations used to host fundraising
dances on weekends providing social occasions
for residential students to mix and provide a
welcome break from studies,” he stated.
He and several others were sent as the first
lot of students to join USP under the Samoan
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Government Scholarship Scheme.
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Being one of the first batches of students to
come to USP, they faced extra pressure. “There
was the additional challenge to prove ourselves
against doubters that we could compete with
fellow graduates from Australia and New Zealand
on return to serve.” Despite all those challenges,
they not only managed to get through and
graduate but also proved their competence and
worth.
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“So it was pretty tough and rough, but we found
an arrangement; we had fun but also worked
hard, and we left with a good academic record,”
he said.
After graduating, he returned to serve his
country in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
travelled widely in the region and internationally
representing Samoa at regional and international
forums. Mr Lui believes that pursing his studies
at USP has served him well in his professional
and personal life.
“As you can imagine, because of the already
existing friendships cultivated at USP, I always
felt at home while visiting Pacific island countries
on duty travel. I have close USP friends in almost
every one of them. Many of the Pacific island
delegates were themselves colleagues and
former students of USP,” he said.
“I’m now retired after what I consider, a happy
and successful career in the Samoan Foreign
Service and in the regional service at Pacific
Community (SPC) & SPREP, largely due to the
good mentoring and inspiration as well as
friendships formed at USP.”
As a result, Mr Lui encourages current USP
students to forge friendships not only with
people of their own cultural group but also with
people from around the Pacific region.
“Friendships and collaborative relations formed
at USP bear fruit on return home – there’s
appreciation, understanding and acceptance of
national differences and points of view.”
He urges current students and graduates to
uphold the reputation that they have left behind
during their days.
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PREPARING FOR THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS
2018 is going to be an exciting
year for The University of the South
Pacific (USP) as it celebrates its
golden jubilee.
The University will seize the
opportunity to not only share its
historic achievements and firsts
since its birth but will also engage
heavily with its alumni, development
partners, corporate organisations
and communities during this
milestone. The theme for the 50th
anniversary celebrations in 2018 is:
Celebrating the Pacific, Shaping its
Future.
In the lead up to the celebrations,
USP launched its special 50th
anniversary logo, theme, and
website carrying all information
pertaining to the University since its
establishment in 1968. The launch
was held as part of the University’s
85th Council Meeting held at the
Tanoa International Hotel in Nadi
from 24-25 October 2017.
Mr Winston Thompson, USP ProChancellor and Chair of Council,
during the launch said the logo and
theme of USP’s 50th anniversary is
truly reflective of the role that the
University has played in helping
shape the future of the Pacific
region and especially towards the
development and training of Pacific
leaders over the past 50 years.
The logo was designed by Josefa
Uluinaceva from Fiji.
Both the 50th anniversary logo and
theme will be used to brand all
official anniversary items and events
such as print and digital publications
and merchandise now that the logo
and theme have been officially
launched.
The 50th anniversary website
available on the following link:
http://50.usp.ac.fj which displays
information about USP’s Alumni;
Publications; Features and Gallery;
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Events
and
Exhibitions
and
Reflections featuring the University’s
Journey, Achievements, Leaders,
Development Partners and its
Regional Campuses.
The Our Journey section features
major highlights of USP since
opening its doors for business in
1968. Some of these include Francis
Saemala, Solomon Islands Deputy
PM being the first student applicant;
establishment of the Tonga and
Tuvalu campuses in the 1970s; USP’s
first graduation in December of 1971;
official opening of the USP Library
in 1972; and the establishment of a
satellite link at the Solomon Islands
Centre 1974 among many others.
The Regional Campuses page is
dedicated to everything about
USP’s regional campuses including
their establishment and respective
histories and historical photos of
what they once looked like earlier
compared to their current structure.

also features the University’s major
development partners, Australia
and New Zealand, who have been
with the University since 1968 and
are the only development partner
contributing to the core budget. All
other major development partners
contributing through projects over
the decades such as: European
Union, Japan, United States of
America, People’s Republic of China
etc have also been featured.
USP will celebrate the 50th
anniversary in 2018 with an exciting
line-up of events throughout the
entire academic year and across all
if its fourteen (14) campuses at its
twelve (12) member countries

As for the Our Leaders page,
information on USP’s Chancellor, ProChancellors and Vice-Chancellors
are detailed including dates and
terms of appointment and their
other professional engagements
and professional capacities.

Some of the events to mark the
celebrations include the 50th
anniversary launch and Time
Capsule, RNZAF Memorial, Traveling
Exhibition, Research Seminar Series,
‘Talking to the Ancestors’ Exhibition,
Song Launch, Library Focus Week,
‘We are the Ocean’ Heritage & Arts
Festival, ‘Living Objects’ Exhibition,
an Open Day, a Mana: Voyaging
Oceania Performance and ‘Our Sea
of Islands’ symposium, among many
others.

Our Achievements highlights a
myriad of achievements of USP since
its establishment in 1968. The website

2018 will definitely be the golden
year for USP and everyone
associated with it.
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MANAGING TOURISM IN THAILAND
has definitely meant that I have to be
ahead of the game, with high levels
of competitiveness as well as diverse
markets,”says Ms Whiteside.
Not only is she making ripples in the
international tourism industry, Ms
Whiteside has also previously worked
locally in Fiji at InterContinental Fiji
Golf Resort & Spa, Sofitel Fiji Resort
& Spa and also at the Yasawa Island
Resort. She is an inspiration to all
those who want to do more and
achieve more.

Ms Jocelyn Whiteside (centre) with her colleagues at Intercontinental
Samui, Thailand
The University of the South Pacific
(USP) Fijian alumnus, Jocelyn
Whiteside was announced the
Director of Sales and Marketing for
InterContinental Samui Baan Taling
Ngam, Thailand, earlier this year.
She graduated from USP in 1999
with Bachelor of Arts majoring in
Tourism and Geography.
She was also awarded the Award
for Excellence after completing her
Undergraduate studies in USP with
exceptional grades. Ms Whiteside
has fond memories of her time at
USP and believes that it laid the
foundation to the success in her
career.
“My time at USP laid a lot of
the foundations for where I am
today, particularly when dealing
with different cultures,” says Ms
Whiteside.
The USP alumni recalls that her love
for the hospitality industry started
at a very early age and she was
inspired by her family. “It just made

sense to study Tourism, I have a love
for hospitality having been involved
in some form of the industry from a
very early age,” says Ms Whiteside.
Before joining the InterContinental
Samui in Thailand, Ms Whiteside was
the Director of Sales and Marketing
for Holiday Inn Resort, Bali Benoa
for three years. She managed the
resort’s pre-opening, the launch in
April 2015 and also led the team
through the first and second years
of operation with impressive year on
year revenue growth and multiple
awards.
She
was
recently
awarded
Commercial Leader of the Year 2017
for the Australian Resorts portfolio
for InterContinental Hotel Group.
However,
for
Ms
Whiteside,
her current involvement in the
international tourism market has to
do more with the ability to perform
above and beyond every single
time rather than simply achieving
success. “Working in South East Asia

Ms Whiteside encourages recent
USP graduates to think outside the
box and be fearless about changes
despite what they do and where
they are. “Put yourself forward. The
only way for prospective employees
to know who you are is for you to
sound your own horn. Don’t wait for
someone to do it for you,” she says.
She encourages current USP
students to strive and hopes to
contribute back to her alma mater
through mentoring.
“I am a very proud Pacific Islander. As
I move through my career achieving
new milestones I wave my Pacific
Island flag very proudly and I hope
that I inspire other Pacific Islanders
along the way.”
Ms Whiteside is married with two
children and she wishes to see her
children continue with the success
that she has laid out and to thrive in
whatever they do whether through
school or arts or sports.
Apart from her successful career in
the tourism industry, Ms Whiteside
enjoys
photography,
reading,
cooking and music.
As a Pacific Islander, Ms Whiteside
hopes that her success will inspire
other young Pacific Islanders.
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USP OPENS UP MIND TO THE WORLD
Laucala Campus after finishing her
class every afternoon. “We had
a short cut from the back of the
University to our place at Stella Maris
but there was a bit of slope. So it was
ok when it was dry otherwise I would
have to take the bus or wait for other
sisters to finish their classes so we
could go together.”

Sister Emanuela (left) with the Vice- Chancellor and President of USP,
Professor Rajesh Chandra
Pioneering Samoan alumnus, Sister
Emanuela joined The University of
the South Pacific (USP) in 1968 after
completing her studies as a Sister at
a Catholic Convent in New Zealand.
This meant she was a little older than
her other fellow classmates and was
a mentor to most of them.
A devout Catholic, Sister Emanuela
believes coming to USP was one
of the best things she has ever
done since it opened her mind to
the world. “USP did a lot for me.
It opened up my own mind to the
world, to knowledge, to learning,
to many other things,” says Sister
Emanuela.
Being away from home she learnt to
appreciate her own Samoan culture
while experiencing the different
cultures at USP. “There were so
many Pacific cultures at USP and you
get to know those Pacific cultures
but at the same time I think that’s
where you learn to appreciate your
own more,” she says.

4

Sister Emanuela recalls that she
enjoyed her days as a student and
the University gave her a number
of opportunities one of which
was going on an all paid trip to
Canada for a conference. During
her Undergraduate programme of
study, she and a fellow student from
Fiji were chosen to go to Canada
to an international Geography
conference. She remembers both
of them being in awe of everything
there.
As a student at USP she feels she
had a pretty easy routine. “There
were usually two lectures in a day or
one in the morning. This allowed me
enough time to relax, complete and
submit my assignments on time, and
as a Sister, to serve the community,”
she states.
The USP Laucala Campus used to
be much smaller then and Sister
Emanuela lived near the Laucala
Campus in Suva while studying for
her degree. She remembers the
route she used to take home from

After graduating, Sister Emanuela
returned to Samoa as a teacher and
was soon appointed the first local
Principal for Saint Mary’s College in
Samoa. “When I came back, I was
asked to be the Principal of Saint
Mary’s College. I was the first Samoan
to take over from our European
sister in 1976,” she states. That was
a huge achievement for her. She
stayed in the Principal’s position for
four (4) years before she was called
for her Sister duties to Rome. “After
serving as a Principal I went to Rome
where I put my Accounting skills to
work and became the verso for our
group worldwide,” she said.
All that was a long time ago. Sister
Emanuela has since retired but has
not completely given up teaching.
“At the present I’m teaching at
theological college and I’m doing
spirituality mission,” she says.
She encourages current students to
be passionate in studies but at the
same time, live a balance life.
“Students should be faithful to
what they are studying, they should
be committed to their studies.
However, they should also have time
to relax. They should remember
that when they are at University
they have to commit themselves to
the studies and the University and
not to be afraid to ask questions,
to discover, to research and create
more in regards to what they study,”
she said.
Sister Emanuela graduated in 1973
with a Bachelor of Arts, majoring
in English and Geography. She was
among the first students of USP.
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PRESERVING OUR MOTHERTONGUE
I first started studying at The
University of the South Pacific
(USP) through Extension Studies in
1981, three years into my teaching
profession. Initially I enrolled for two
Foundation papers. It was a struggle
to balance family life and studies
but I was adamant to upgrade my
qualifications. I completed a Diploma
in
Educational
Administration
and graduated in 1998. I chose to
continue my studies and enrolled for
a Bachelor of Arts to further upskill
and be better qualified for my career
as a teacher and as an administrator.
Hindi being my mother tongue
language is my greatest strength so
I pursued Education units towards
Bachelor of Arts: Education and
Languages
(Pacific
LanguagesHindi).
I faced a number of challenges
during my learning journey: in 2000 I
took leave without pay because I got
struck off the scholarship award to
complete my studies; due to financial
constraints in second semester
I worked as a normal classroom
teacher and as an Assistant Head
Teacher while studying; I could not
afford the hostel or a flat so had to
stay with my relatives, and, I used my
funds from Fiji National Provident
Fund (FNPF) to support my son as
well who enrolled with me at USP
in 2000. Later he won a scholarship
to study in India. I then enrolled
fulltime study to complete my
seven (7) remaining units and finally
graduated (first Bachelor of Arts
graduate majoring in Education &
Pacific Vernacular Language (Hindi)
on 19 December 2000 with my wife,
Sumintra Dutt. She graduated with
Bachelor of Education, Secondary,
completing all her twenty units
through Extension Studies. It was a
great achievement for both of us.
USP contributed greatly to get
me upskilled in my profession.
Generally, I was the more meritorious
applicant when I applied for post of
responsibilities ousting very long

Satya Datt with his wife Sumintre Datt
serving applicants due to having
a Diploma in Education and a
Bachelor’s degree. USP helped me
get appropriate qualifications which
strongly supported my application
to be registered as a teacher in New
Zealand.
In 2001, I migrated to New Zealand.
There, I taught fulltime for twelve
years. Now my new role is a relieving
teacher. I teach as a replacement
teacher in primary, intermediate and
high schools. Most of the time the
lessons are prepared by the teachers.
I just have to deliver the lessons
and monitor the students. There is
minimum planning, no meeting and
hardly any marking involved. I only
work five hours a day.
My students and colleagues have
always inspired me. In Fiji I served
both, as national and district executive
of Fiji Teachers Union, Western Head
Teachers Association, Head Teachers
Association and Fiji Primary Schools
Soccer Association. Now in NZ I am
the Founding President and member

of Adarsh Satsung Ramayan Mandali,
Founding Secretary and member of
New Zealand & Fiji Teachers Friends
Association, President and Trustee
of Hindi Language and Culture Trust
of New Zealand, CEO of Teach Hindi
NZ, and founding member of Fiji
Girmit Foundation New Zealand.
I graduated seventeen (17) years
ago from USP and there has been
a huge personal and professional
growth which turned my life around.
Recent graduates should be proud
of their achievements which comes
through their own effort and support
from their parents - be open in
disseminating and sharing your
knowledge, this will open many
opportunities ahead of you and
others to prosper in their lives. Do not
stop, keep upskilling and upgrading
your qualifications and to keep up
with the challenges of the modern
world. Learning never ends. My Dad
always said, “Learn, learn until you
die.” My grandparents and parents
were inspirational role models for
me. I dedicate my success to them.
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SEPTEMBER GRADUATION
A total of 1184 students of The University of the South
Pacific (USP) graduated during the second Laucala
Campus graduation ceremony in September. Sixty-three
per cent (63%) of the graduates were females, twenty
one percent (21%) were from Pacific TAFE while twenty
four (24%) received Postgraduate qualifications and nine
(9) students graduated with PhD. Students from twentythree (23) countries were part of the graduation ceremony
which also included students from non-member countries
such as Afghanistan, Belize, Canada, Federated States
of Micronesia, Germany, India, Jamaica, New Zealand,
Papua New Guinea, South Africa and the United States of
America.
Recent graduates

ALUMNUS PRESENTS ON
PARIS AGREEMENT
Climate expert and also The University of the South
Pacific (USP) alumnus, Prof Mahendra Kumar presented
a paper during the 2015 Paris agreement. He graduated
from USP in 1974 with a Bachelor of Science, majoring in
Mathematics, Biology and Physics. He has worked as an
academic in USP and also the other local universities in Fiji.
Dr Kumar initiated interest in climate change programmes
in the Pacific in 1998. He was appointed as the Director for
Climate Change in Fiji in 2014 and is currently an Honorary
Professor at the Climate Change Institute in Canberra,
Australia.

Prof Mahendra Kumar

FROM THE PACIFIC TO
WORLD BEAUTY PAGEANT

Nanise Rainima
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The University of the South Pacific alumnus, Nanise
Rainima will represent Fiji in the 67th edition of the Miss
World pageant. She graduated from USP in 2014 with a
Bachelor of Science, majoring in Biology and Chemistry.
After graduating she became a full time missionary
and worked with youths. Before being chosen as Miss
World Fiji, Nanise Rainima was the 2014 Miss Hibiscus
Queen and she also competed for the 2014 Miss South
Pacific pageant in Samoa. She is currently in Sanya City
Arena in Sanya, China to compete for the Miss World
title against other beauties from around the globe.
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RICHARD-HYDE MENKE
Country: Nauru

relatives, I managed to find a job

Programme: Bachelor of Commerce
(2016)

and from that point, I realised that
education opens many doors. I
decided to go back and study. It

Briefly reflect on your student life
at USP. What memories do you
have?
I cherished every moment of my
student life at Laucala Campus. It
was a great experience and I made
a lot of friends. Laucala Campus
was so big that I had difficulties in
locating my classes. What I really
like about USP Laucala Campus are
the services it provides to students.
During my first year, I had difficulties
coping with few courses but I applied
for mentoring and USP assigned a
mentor who assisted me throughout
the year.
Why did you choose your field of
study?

was tough for me but I persevered
thinking that if I quit, nothing good
would ever come my way.
Who/what inspires you?
The person who inspires me the
most is my wife. She endured with
me during all those years of being
What work did you do immediately
after graduating from USP?
Prior to my scholarship to study in
Fiji, I worked for the Department
of Education as the Asset Manager,
a position which I still hold today.
I applied for leave to study at USP
and after I completed my studies, I
resumed my position.

away from home and families. She
helped me throughout my studies
and

making

sure

things

were

organised.
Where do you see yourself in 10
years

goals)?

(career

and/or

personal

I do not have a clear outlook on my

I was supposed to do Information
System and Official Statistics
however it was my personal interest
to do a Management major. So
I chose to do Management in
Public Administration instead of
Information System. Now I find this
combination very relevant to my
field of work as the Asset Manager
for the Department of Education.

Describe your present job and
what you enjoy about it.
I am currently employed by the
Government of Nauru as Asset
Manager within the Department
of Education. I am responsible for
keeping record of all Assets for
the Department and also doing
procurement.

a time and focusing on short term

Why did you choose to do your
studies at USP?

How do you think USP helped you
in your career?

when starting out on their career

I was the recipient of the AUSAID
(ARDS Scholarship) which offers
students opportunity to study in one
of the Universities in the region. The
programme that I applied for was
offered at USP in Fiji so I ended up
at Laucala campus.

USP provided a positive learning
environment, exposure to different
cultures and values, experienced
lecturers and tutors and helpful
student learning services staff

What were some of your
achievements as a student?
I consider myself an average student
and completing my studies with a
Bachelor degree was my greatest
achievement.

future especially ten (10) years from
now. I believe in taking one step at
goals which will contribute to better
things in the future.
Please share three tips that you

think are important for recent
graduates that will help them
paths.

1. Keep improving and upgrading
yourself.
2. Perseverance is the key.

Describe challenges you faced
to reach where you are today
and how you overcame those
challenges?

3. Time management.

I never completed high school
and was unemployed for some
years. Back then Nauru was facing
hardships and jobs were limited.
It seemed my life had hit a dead
end, however with the help of my

I will encourage students to study at

How do you think you could
contribute/give back to USP?

USP and also be a mentor, providing
assistance in any way that I can for
student who are planning to do the
same programme I did.
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SANKEY DELUCKNER
Country: Nauru

Describe challenges you faced

Programme: Bachelor of
Engineering

and how you overcame those

to reach where you are today
challenges?

Briefly reflect on your student life
at USP. What memories do you
have?

I have faced challenges such as the
fear of failing, being shy to ask about
things I did not know and being
afraid to speak in front of crowds.

My study life at USP was very
beneficial. I met different people
and learnt their cultures, traditions
and languages. All this is something
worth remembering.
Why did you choose your field of
study?
Mathematics, Physics, IT and Metal
Work were my core subjects in High
School and I have always been
good at calculating and solving
any technical theory problems. So
straight after High School I chose to
study Engineering since it involved
many of my skills sets where my
strength lay. It also had good starting
salary after graduation and there was
less competition compared to other
fields. In addition there was a need
of Engineers in Nauru.
Why did you choose to do your
studies at USP?
USP is a well-recognised university
in the South Pacific with education
standard equal to standards of
other international universities.
It also offers a world recognised
qualifications. This provides options
for USP students to engage and
work in countries apart from their
own.
What were some of your
achievements as a student?
I was part of a number of winning
teams in tertiary sports such as
rugby, tennis and basketball. I also
had the Best Engineering Project.
What work did you do immediately
after graduating from USP?
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I worked with Nauru Utility
Cooperation as a Renewable Energy
Assistant. Working mainly on solar
projects.
Describe your present job and
what you enjoy about it.
My Job title is Renewable Energy
Assistant and I enjoy this since I am
getting the chance to apply most of
the theories I learned at USP.

I
eventually
overcame
these
challenges after realising that in
order to be bold and confident you
need to go through this challenges.
Who/what inspires you?
My parents, family, Church Pastor
and the need of engineering in
Nauru inspires me.
Where do you see yourself in 10
years (career and/or personal
goals)?
I see myself as the CEO of Nauru
Utility Cooperation.

This involves carrying out site
inspections and energy surveys;
maintaining
renewable
energy
system;
finding
methods
of
improving
renewable
energy
systems; collecting and analysing
solar energy data; distributing
grid installation and maintenance;
installing wiring review; IT camera
installation;
grid
extension
design and scope; providing new
connection to houses; clearing of
tress from distribution lines; installing
single and three phase meters;
installing new distribution poles,
and, working on standby duties as
well as attending to customers faults
and complaints.

Please share three tips that you
think are important for recent
graduates that will help them
when starting out on their career
paths.

How do you think USP helped you
in your career?

How do you think you could
contribute/give back to USP?

USP provides a direction to students
to be able to live up to current
pace and standard of living. USP
continuously evolves itself to the
interest of the student.

I can take mentoring sessions to
help students at USP Nauru on the
field of Engineering and well as
engage in any ongoing activities at
USP Nauru Campus.

1. Always make the right decision
and manage your time wisely.
You reap what you sow and time
waits for no one.
2. Always rise up to life’s challenges.
Be keen to do the things which
are challenging for others. Do
not be afraid to get embarrassed.
3. Learn new things every day.
Always be better than what you
were yesterday.
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DOWN MEMORY LANE

Hon Indra Gandhi, Prime
Minister of India visits
USP in 1981.

Hon Ratu K Mara, Prime
Minister of Fiji at USP in 1972.

Hon Sir Michael
Somare, Prime
Minister PNG visits
USP in 1980.
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1970s

1980s

1990s

PROFESSOR BRIJ LAL FIJI

HON JOE NATUMAN VANUATU

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts majoring in History
and Politics in 1974. Prof Lal taught at USP in the late
1970s and early 1980s before moving overseas. He
worked at the University of Hawaii and the Australian
National University (ANU) for the larger part of his
career. Professor Lal currently lives in Australia and
continues writing and researching.

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 1978.
Hon Natuman worked in the civil service
before pursuing his politician career. He
served in a number of positions in various
Government sectors before becoming the
Prime Minister of Vanuatu in 2015. He is an
active member of the USP Vanuatu Alumni
Association and is currently the Deputy
Prime Minister of Vanuatu.

UDAY NARAYAN FIJI

KATHLEEN POOLE USA

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts and a Diploma
in Educational Administration in 1987 and 1989
respectively. Mr Narayan started his career within the
Education sector before migrating to Australia. He
worked as a Secondary School Teacher in Australia
while pursuing his Bachelor of Laws degree which he
completed in 2003. Mr Narayan is now a Solicitor &
Barrister.

Graduated with the Post Graduated Diploma
in Pacific Island Studies in 1989. Ms Poole
completed her Bachelor of Arts, majoring in
Language and Literature from Oregon State
University before furthering her studies at
USP. She is currently an Executive Director
and Assistant Vice Provost for International
Affairs in University of Oregon.

SHERVEN SHARMA FIJI

PAULINE RYLAND FIJI

Graduated in 1983 with a Bachelor of Science
majoring in Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics.
He later completed a Doctorate of Philosophy
in Microbiology from the University of Southern
California’s School of Medicine. He is currently
a Professor and Director of Molecular Medicine
Laboratory University of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA).

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts and
Graduate Certificate in Education in 1982.
Ms Ryland later completed her PostGraduate Diploma in Education in 2006.
She started her career as a High School
Teacher before joining Center for Excellence
in Learning and Teaching (CELT) at USP. She
is currently working as a Student Learning
Specialist at USP.

MONA MATO COOK ISLANDS

TERRY KEJU MARSHALL IS.

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Applied Psychology and Management in 1997. He
later migrated from the Cook Islands and currently
resides in Auckland. Mona is currently the Manager
- Trade Export and Promotionsfor Pacific Trade and
Investment.

Graduated in 1999 with a Bachelor of Arts
majoring in Geography and Education after
which he worked as Assistant of Chief of Policy
at Marshall Islands Marine Resources Authority
(MIMRA). Later he completed Postgraduate
qualifications and is currently the Deputy
General Manager of RMI’s Environmental
Protection Authority (EPA).

IANESI RENE FAASISILA-ENOSA
SAMOA

SULTAN KOREAN – MARSHALL IS.

Graduated with Bachelor of Arts, majoring in History,
Politics and Tourism in 1999 followed by a Master
of Arts in 2005 and later a Graduate Certificate in
Public Sector Management in 2015. She is currently
the Manager Human Resources at the Central Bank
of Samoa.
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Graduated in 1997 with a Foundation
programme. He then completed a Bachelor
of Social Sciences at University of Waikato
in 2000 and landed his first job as the intern
for the Ministry of Finance at RMI. Later
he pursued Postgraduate qualifications
from Australia and USA. He is the present
Commissioner of Banking at the Office of the
Banking Commission of Marshall Islands.
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2000s

2010s

CHARLENE TUKIUHA NIUE

JOSEPH IROGA SOLOMON IS.

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and
Applied Psychology in 2005. Charlene was also
involved youth-led activities to raise awareness
on HIV/AIDS in Niue in 2010. She now works as
the Community Development Manager with the
Government of Niue.

Graduated with a Bachelor of Laws in 2006
and a Post Graduate Diploma in Legal
Practice in 2007. He was employed by
the Government of Solomon Islands and
also worked at several private law firms in
Honiara. Joseph is working as a successful
legal practitioner (Barrister and Solicitor) in
the Solomon Islands.

TUALA PAT LEOTA SAMOA

PATRICK PIKACHA SOLOMON IS.

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Economics and
Management and Public Administration in 2001.
Tuala used to work as a part time Junior Auditor
before pursuing his degree with USP. He furthered
his studies in Samoa and Australia and he is now a
Certified Public Accountant. He is currently a Partner
for Isitolo Leota Chartered Accountant firm in Apia,
Samoa.

Graduated with Bachelor of Science in 2003
and Marine in Science in 2007. Patrick has
worked in various science fields positions
and also completed his PhD in Ecology and
Evolutionary Biology from the University of
Queensland. He is currently the Research
Officer, Aquatic Systems Research Group,
School of Civil Engineering at the University
of Queensland.

JUNIOR NGATOKORUA COOK IS.

BENEY KELEN MARSHALL IS.

Graduated in 2006 with Bachelor of Laws and
Postgraduate Diploma in Legal Practice. Apart from
being inspired by his Law Professor Donald Paterson,
Mr Ngatokorua chose to study Law as it related to his
work. He now works as the Senior Maritime Officer/
Legal for the Ministry of Transport in the Cook Islands.

Graduated with a Diploma in Early Childhood
Education in 2003 and a Bachelor of Early
Childhood Education in 2010. She received
further funding from the AusAID programme
to pursue a Master degree in Education
which she completed in 2014. She worked as
a teacher for HeadStart on Ejit Island and is
currently working at the Ministry of Education
office in the Republic of the Marshall Islands.

KAROLINA RAIBUSE FIJI

MOHAMMED RIAZ ALI FIJI

Graduated in 2017 with a Bachelor of Commerce
majoring in Land Management and Geography. Ms
Karolina was able to secure a job with the Government
Ministry while awaiting her graduation in September.
She is currently a Draughting Officer with the Ministry
of Land and Mineral Resources in Fiji.

Graduated in 2012 with a Bachelor of
Science, majoring in Chemistry, Food
Science and Nutrition. He also received his
Master of Science in 2017. Mr Ali has worked
as a Laboratory Technician in a number of
prominent organisation such Coca Cola
Amatil (Fiji) Limited. Now living in New
Zealand he is currently working as an Analyst
with AsureQuality.

TEVITA HALAHINGANO HAFOKA
TONGA

RALPH REGENVANU VANUATU

Graduated with Bachelor of Arts majoring in
Psychology and Literature and Language in 2017. He
pursued his studies at Laucala Campus and was able
to secure a job at Tonga while awaiting graduation.
He is currently working as an Assistant Secretary at
the Corporate Services Division of the Ministry of
Lands and Natural Resources.

Graduated with a Bachelor of Laws in 2011
from Emalus campus. He also received the
Gold Medal. Ralph is an Artist and ni-Vanuatu
anthropologist and has been a leading figure
in Vanuatu’s cultural world, primarily as a
promoter of cultural knowledge preservation.
He began serving in the Vanuatu Parliament
in 2008 and is currently the Minister for Lands
and Natural Resources for Vanuatu.
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Stay Connected
to USP, your

Alma Mater!

Our professional network provides opportunities make new business
contacts, obtain referrals, view professional profiles of other alumni and
inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavors.

Register Online: www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin

twitter.com/USPAlumni

www.instagram.com/unisouthpacific

Contact Details

T: +679 3232914
E: alumni@usp.ac.fj
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