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MESSAGE FROM

DIRECTOR, STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS,
ADVANCEMENT & COMMUNICATIONS
Dear Alumnus,
Welcome to the first issue of the Alumni
News for 2018.
From its humble beginning in 1968, the
University now has over 44,000 alumni and
has awarded over 62,000 qualifications. Our
alumni are making a mark in the countries
and communities they serve.
2018 marks the University’s 50th year
anniversary and I am very happy to be able to
invite you to be part of the celebrations and
contribute to the University in whatever way
you can. Your contributions both financial and
in kind will assist the University with projects
that it will embark on in the future that will
assist the current and future students.

January issue 2018

OUR first Science gold
medalist
Dr Padma Narsey Lal is a name
synonymous with setting the bar for
students and graduates of The University
of the South Pacific (USP). Dr Lal created
history by not only being one of the first
students to graduate from the University
but by also being the most outstanding
graduate and the first ever recipient
of the Gold Medal for Science. Dr Lal
completed her Preliminary II, Bachelor
of Science (1971) and Master of Science
(1973) at USP.
Dr Lal believes that anyone can succeed
in life through hard work, regardless
of the circumstances they are born in,
their socio-economic and/or educational
background, by staying focused, working
hard and persevering. Dr Lal’s advice to
the younger generation is to “Pursue your

passion and interests, without regard for
fame or fortune.”
Reflecting on her journey, Dr Lal recalls
that the opening of USP in Suva unlocked
doors for many girls to further their
studies beyond high school. Without USP
Dr Lal is certain that she, like other girls
at the time, would not have been able to
go for university studies, which at that
time would have meant going to New
Zealand or Australia.
As a student at USP, apart from her
academic pursuit, she was actively
involved in extracurricular activities. She
started the first bush-walking club at
the university, called The Biology Club
at the time. She served as its President,
encouraging students to explore the
environment around them, organising

A number of events will be held as part of the
50th Anniversary celebrations this year and
details of these events can be found on our
50th Anniversary website http://50.usp.ac.fj
I invite you to be more engaged with USP by
taking initiatives in forming networks and
giving back to the University.
Over the past five decades USP has achieved
a lot and it aspires to achieve even greater
heights. We would like you to be part of its
journey by actively engaging with your Alma
Mater.
Jaindra Karan

Dr Padma Lal.
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Dr Lal in the mangroves in 1983.

climbs up Mt Korobaba, Joske’s Thumb,
and ‘camping’ visits to Ovalau, Bau
Island, and other places. She was
also a member of the Student Council
representing science students, and
served as its Secretary. She tried her
hand at student politics by vying for the
position of Vice President of the Student
Council, but was unsuccessful. Dr Lal
admits she learnt a lot about politics and
political processes in the process.
After completing her Masters, Dr Lal
started working as Senior Fisheries
Officer (Research) in the Fiji Fisheries
Department, where she championed
environmental conservation. Through her
research and advocacy she succeeded in
getting the Fiji Government to ban large
scale mangrove reclamation, essentially
preserving the mangroves for future
generations.
After finishing her PhD in Hawaii,
she could not find a suitable job in Fiji
following the 1987 coups. She then
moved to Australia with her husband
and two children. In Australia, she held
many prominent positions, including
working as the Head of Fisheries Section
for Australian Bureau of Agriculture
and Resources (ABARE) where her
interdisciplinary research underpinned,
amongst other things, the implementation
of a user charging system for the Great
Barrier Reef Marine Park. She held
a senior position with the Australian
Centre for Internal Agricultural Research,
managing collaborative agricultural and
resource economics research between
Australian economists and their counter

parts in developing countries.
Her desire to work on Pacific issues
saw her return to Fiji as the Sustainable
Development Adviser at the Pacific
Islands Forum Secretariat. She is widely
recognised to have championed the
development and acceptance of many
regional policies about governance,
including those on climate change and
natural disaster risk management,
climate
change
financing
and
environmental management, taking a
systems approach. She has served as
a Co-Coordinating lead author for the
chapter on national systems in IPCC’s
Special Report on Climate Change and
Extreme Events.
Dr Lal is best known for her seminal
interdisciplinary research on the
Fiji Sugar Industry which was later
published as the book Ganna while she
was an Associate Professor and Director
of Graduate Studies in Environment
Management and Development at the
Australian National University. “It was
during those early USP days when student
population was small and it was easy to
get to know not only science students
but also Social Science students, that
the seeds of interdisciplinary knowledge
pursuits were planted.”
Dr Lal has inspired many through her
work in the Pacific region and she was
selected as one of the 70 most inspiring
Pacific women in 2017. She has now
retired from full time work and enjoys
spending time with her husband who
is also a USP alumni, her two children
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and three grandchildren, and doing
community work. To keep her mind
active, she does occasional consultancy
projects in relation to economics of water
and sanitation, climate change financing
and mainstreaming climate change and
disaster risk management.
She credits her success to the teachings
of her dad which emphasised on following
one’s dream, working hard and not
expecting rewards, fame or fortune, and
leading an honest, ethical and principled
life regardless of consequences.
Dr Lal is a Rotarian and a Paul Harris
Fellow. She currently is serving as the
Director of the Youth Services with
the local Rotary Club of Ashgrove The
Gap; and as a Henry Durrant member
of International Red Cross. She is a cofounder of and serves as the Secretary of
the local Boomerang Bags The Gap and
Surrounds – a local community based
organisation making shopping bags using
donated fabric and voluntary labour, and
engaging with local schools and wider
community about plastic pollution and
solution, encouraging people to reduce
their plastic footprint while also building
stronger communities.
Dr Lal encourages young graduates to
embrace opportunities, to work hard
and persevere, do the best they can
regardless of rewards, and to find a
mentor early on in their career. Staying
true to her values, Dr Lal continues to
work hard to make the world a better
place.
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USP alumnus is University Librarian
The University of the South Pacific (USP)
recently appointed its alumnus, Elizabeth
Reade Fong as the University Librarian.
Libby, as she is more commonly known
has had a long association with the
institution having graduated in 1977 with
a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in Sociology
and Administration and becoming a staff
member in 1978.
After graduating, Libby worked with the
Fiji Public Service Commission and in
the same year (1978) joined the Library
as a Graduate Trainee. A British Council
scholarship enabled her to study for a Post
Graduate Diploma in Librarianship (1980)
at the Polytechnic of North London. She
later completed a Masters in Information
Science with Distinction (1995) from the
University of North London. Until her
appointment as University Librarian, she
was Deputy University Librarian having
held library leadership positions.
“USP has been the backbone of my
career and it gave me, and many others,
opportunities we might never have had. I
remain grateful for its contribution to my
personal and professional growth. USP
is without a doubt, the most successful
regional agency and to be part of the
50th anniversary in 2018 is wonderful.’
says Libby after thirty-nine (39) years at
the USP.
Describing her student days she said
“USP was a Pacific village where
everyone knew everyone. Those years
were some of the best years of my life;
I was young and truly believed the world
was my oyster. I played hard but I studied
harder and never lost sight of graduation
day. The friendships I made then remain
today. I can travel to any regional country
or visit any regional institution and will
know someone.” Particularly memorable
for her was her selection for the 1976
Student Exchange Programme to UPNG.
Professionally, she has held executive
positions with the Fiji Library
Association and is a Trustee. As the
Pacific representative of the IFLA
Regional Standing Committee for Asia
and Oceania for six (6) years she made

Ms Elizabeth Reade Fong (Libby) has served USP for 39 years.

valuable contribution to the development
of libraries in the Region. She is a
Trustee of Graduate Women Fiji having
been involved since its establishment.
She has served on numerous University
Committees and has represented the
University externally. She has presented
papers at local, regional and international
conferences on library & information &
women’s issues.
As she leads the Library into its next
strategic phase of development Libby
is passionate about ensuring that each
graduate of the University possesses
the information skills vital for both
professional and personal success
in life. With the massive amounts
of informationproduced today, it is
important to be able to discern the
best information available for decision
making in all aspects of life.
Libby attributes her success to many.
“I had a community of people made
up of supportive parents and siblings,
grandparents, a catholic upbringing
and education guided by the SMSM
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and Cluny Sisters and close personal
friends and work colleagues; people who
strived at all times and especially under
adversity, to make the world a better
place,” she said.
She pays special tribute to her husband
Moses. ”When I was doing my Masters
by distance and working full-time and
undertaking duty travel, he looked after
our primary school age children and the
home and his support continues.”
She believes in balance in life and relaxes
by watching local and international
rugby union matches; engaging in
church activities, reading and spending
quality time with her four energetic
grandchildren.
Libby’s advice to all university students
is to venture out and try new things and
to make a difference. “Whilst a student,
develop an inquisitive and questioning
mind that will give you the confidence
to venture out of your comfort zone to
try new things that may show that you
have talent in areas you never thought
you had.”

In Brief

Alumnus recognised at A-CSEAR
The University of the South Pacific (USP) alumnus and
Associate Professor Sumit Lodhia was recognised at the 16th
Annual Conference of the Australasian Centre for Social and
Environmental Accounting Research (A-CSEAR) which concluded
in Nadi, Fiji on 9 December 2017. He graduated from USP in
1996 with a Bachelor of Arts (BA) and a Master of Arts (MA)
in 1999. He later completed his PhD at Australian National
University. Associate Professor Sumit Lodhia was inducted into
the A-CSEAR Hall of Fame in recognition of his leadership and
sustained research contributions to social and environmental
accounting. He acknowledged the assistance of various USP
academics in shaping his initial career and attributed his success
to the values and principles instilled in him while growing up in
Fiji. Associate Professor Lodhia is currently the Director of the
Centre for Sustainability Governance (CSG) at the University of
South Australia.
Associate Professor Sumit Lodhia

Alumnus Appointed Chief Manager
The University of the South Pacific (USP) alumnus, Ms
Lorraine Seeto has been appointed as the Chief Manager
Governor’s Office from January 2018. She graduated in
1981with a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University
of the South Pacific (USP) and later, received Master of
Commerce degree from the University of the New South
Wales, Australia. Ms Seeto joined the Bank in December
1981 and was appointed Chief Manager Currency and
Corporate Services Group in 1998. She served as the Chief
Manager Corporate Planning and Assurance from 2001, a
position which she held for about ten (10) years before being
appointed as the Advisor to Governor in 2010 and then Chief
Manager Risk Management and Communications in January
2014 – a position she held until her current appointment.
Ms Lorraine Seeto
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Taina Hazelman | Fiji | Trainer – Fiji Elections Office
Bachelor of Education (1998), Post Grad Dip in Education (2000), Graduate Certificate in
Tertiary Teaching (2006)
Briefly reflect on your student life at
USP. What memories do you have?

How do think USP helped you in
your career?

We did in-depth research and lots
of reading. Group work was also an
interesting aspect as it built good
team spirit and close bonding among
members, besides, we learnt so much
from each other sharing our knowledge
and experiences. I got to make friends
with students from other Pacific countries
and learnt their cultures and ways of life.

It has made me a good and patient
leader and it has certainly boosted
my confidence. I see things from a
broader perspective, thinking outside
the box and I have become tolerant of
people especially when it comes to
brainstorming ideas and decision making
on important matters. I have a strong
sense of empathy towards those that
may have conflicting views from mine so
as to try to understand their stand.

Why did you choose your field of
study?
It was an extension of the subject matter
I taught my students as a classroom
teacher. My majors were English
Language and Literature and Education
suited my career then. Having graduated
from Victoria University, Wellington
with a Diploma in Teaching English as
a Second Language under the New
Zealand Overseas Development Aid
scholarship was another reason for my
pursuing this field of study.
How do you think USP has impacted
the region?
It has impacted the region in a very
big way. Most leaders in government,
corporate companies, non-government
organisations and private enterprises
have one way or other studied and
graduated from USP.
Details of further studies after USP
(if any).
I continued to pursue my Post Graduate
Diploma in Education the year after
followed by my Graduate Certificate in
Tertiary Teaching. I am currently writing
a Master of Arts in Education thesis for
my research on inclusive education in Fiji
primary schools.
What work did you do immediately
after graduating from USP?
I was a school teacher with the Ministry
of Education and my study was part of an
in-service program that enabled me to do
so under the Public Service Scholarship

Where do you see yourself in 10
years (career and/or personal
goals)?

scheme. After graduating, I had to
resume my classroom teaching.
Career highlights since graduation.
I was promoted to an executive teacher
position and was recommended to
become head teacher of a very large
primary school in Suva, but I opted to take
up a full-time tutor and co-coordinator
position of the English Course at the
Institute of Education at the USP. I
was also promoted to the position of
Academic Dean of Studies at Corpus
Christi Teachers’ Training College. I am
also an examiner for the Cambridge
English examination.

To attain my Master’s degree in Disability
Studies with a special focus on Inclusive
Education and champion the dreams and
aspirations of young people with special
needs in my country and in the Pacific.
Please give details of any community
work you are involved in. (if any)
I am involved in my church obligations
by taking part in prayer groups and
helping in the preparation of the church
service on Sundays. I support my spouse
in his charity work for the poor and the
homeless of Suva.
What has your involvement been
with the University since you
graduated? (if any)

Please share three tips that you think
are important for recent graduates
that will help them when starting
out on their career paths.

I worked for the Institute of Education
for 8 years tutoring International and
regional students who wished to take up
degree programs at the university.

•

How do you think you could
contribute/give back to USP?

•

•

do not be discouraged if you don’t
get your dream job, be the best you
can be with whatever job you take
up
always be humble and be ready to
learn from colleagues who have had
years of experience in the field.
pay gratitude to those who sacrificed
to get you where you are today
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I could help in mentoring young students
who are settling into the new university
life.
Since I specialise in the English language,
I could help out in this area by helping
students who are not quite proficient in
the language.

down memory lane

Men’s hall - 1968

Temporary students’s council - Feb 1968

Student lounge - 1968
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where are they now
Anirudh Singh (Fiji)

Sis Anna E Betham (Samoa)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Science
majoring in Chemistry and Biology in 1972. He
then taught briefly at Xavier College before
continuing his studies at the University
of Auckland where he graduated with a
Masters in Science in 1980. He was later
awarded an Association of Commonwealth
Universities (ACU) scholarship in 1986 to
study in the UK where he completed his
PhD from University of Leicester. Dr Singh
is currently the Adjunct Associate Professor
within the School of Engineering and
Physics at USP.

Graduated in 1973 with a Bachelor of Arts,
majoring in English and Geography. She
was among the first Samoan students
to graduate from USP. After graduating,
Sister Emanuela returned to Samoa as a
teacher and was soon appointed the first
local Principal for Saint Mary’s College
in Samoa. She then moved to Rome to
fulfill her Sister duties. Sis Emanuela is
now retired but continues to teach at the
Thoelogical College in Samoa and carry out
her spiritual duties.

Mukesh Prasad (Fiji)

Hon John D Kuku (Solomon Is)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in English
and Social Sciences in 1991 and with a
Master of Arts in 1995. He started his career
as a secondary school teacher and later
joined the Embassy of Japan. After several
years in the Australian private sector he
completed his PhD in Social and Business
Economics from the USQ. Mukesh currently
works as a Business Strategy Officer in the
field of analytics and intelligence at the
Australian Taxation Office.

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts, majoring
in Management with History/Politics in 1989.
After graduation, he pursued a career as a
teacher in his former high school for five
(5) years in Solomon Islands. Later he was
appointed a Director and the Chairman of
the North New GeorgiaTimber Corporation.
Hon Kuku joined politics in 2014 and is
currently the Minister of Education and
Human Resources Development for the
Solomon Islands.

Priya Chattier (Fiji)

Seema Narayan (Fiji)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts majoring
in Sociology and Economics in 1997. Priya
was offered a scholarship to further her
studies at USP. She successfully completed
her Postgraduate Diploma in Sociology in
1998 and Master of Arts (thesis by research)
in 1999. She is currently a Research Fellow
in Gender at the Australian National
University’s State, Society and Governance
in Melanesia Programme (SSGM).

Graduated with Foundation Studies
in 1995 before starting a double major
undergraduate degree in Accounting and
Economics which she completed in 1998.
After graduation, Seema worked at the
Reserve Bank of Fiji for two (2) years before
pursuing post-graduate studies. Seema
later graduated in 2009 with her PhD from
Monash University in Australia and is
currently a Full Time Lecturer at RMIT.

Dennis Meone (Solomon Is)

Thomas Rodgers (Solomon Is)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts majoring
in Economics and Public Management in
2008. He worked at the Economic Reform
Unit in the Ministry of Finance and Treasury
from 2006 to 2015. Then later joined the
Australian High Commission from 2015 to
2016. Dennis is currently working as the
Chief Executives Officer at the Solomon
Islands Chamber of Commerce and
Industry.

Graduated with a Bachelor of Science,
majoring in Computing Science and
Electronic Engineering in 2004. After
graduating, he worked as a Programmer
for the University. He later worked for
numerous communication system company
such as iT House, SkyNet Internet Café,
Connect Internet Services, ATH InTouch
and Telecom Fiji Limited. Thomas is
currently working as an IT Technical Lead
for the Bank of South Pacific.

John Paul Alasia (Solomon Is)

Abigail Limen (Nauru)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Agriculture in
Applied Science from USP, Samoa in 2014.
He previously worked as a Livestock Field
Officer at the Taiwan Technical Mission
Farm at King George VI in East Honiara
in 2016. John is currently working as an
Export Industry Development Officer for
Solomon Islands Chamber of Commerce
and Industry.

Graduated with a Bachelor of Commerce in
2011. During her time as a student, she was
the Treasurer of USP Student Association.
After graduation, she worked as a Senior
Accountant at the Government Treasury
Department then later became the Director
for Financial Reporting. Abigail currently
works as a Part-Time Accounting Tutor at
USP, Nauru Campus.
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Stay Connected
to USP, your

Alma Mater!

Our professional network provides opportunities make new business
contacts, obtain referrals, view professional profiles of other alumni and
inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavors.

Register Online: www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

twitter.com/USPAlumni

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin

www.instagram.com/unisouthpacific

Contact Details

T: +679 3232914
E: alumni@usp.ac.fj
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