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MESSAGE FROM

DIRECTOR, STRATEGIC
PARTNERSHIPS, ADVANCEMENT
& COMMUNICATIONS
Dear Alumnus,
Welcome to the fifth issue of the Alumni
News for 2018.
In April, we had the Chairman of the
Global Innovation Centre, Fermi National
Accelerator Laboratory, and Department
of Energy, US. Dr. Gong Ping Yeh present
during the “The Pacific Region Can Lead
the World in Sustainable Energy” for our
third seminar. Dr Yeh is invited annually
to the Science and Technology in Society
Forum, the World Science Forum, and other
gatherings of leaders worldwide for solving
the world’s biggest challenges including
energy, water, food, health, environment,
and education.
I invite you, our Alumnus, to be even more
involved with USP by taking initiatives in
forming networks and giving back to the
University. This level of collaboration will
strengthen us and will also help boost our
corporate and strategic partnerships.
Next month, we have the Samoa’s Moment
to Shine event. This week long festivity is
scheduled to take place between 4 to 8
June. If you are in Samoa, please join us.
All 50th anniversary events that will be held
throughout the year can be found on our
50th Anniversary website http://50.usp.
ac.fj which also contains a calendar of
events. We would like you to be part of its
journey by actively engaging with your Alma
Mater.
Jaindra Karan

January issue 2018

Creating Excellence through
Computing Communities
Professor Dharmendra Sharma first
came to The University of the South
Pacific (USP) in 1976 as a fourteen (14)
year old student and graduated in 1979
with a Bachelor of Science when he
was only eighteen (18). He had skipped
ahead a few classes at school and as
a result ended up at USP younger than
peers. He recalls himself being a small
skinny boy excited by the new world of
opportunity. “I had the determination to
succeed and to realise my full potential.”
His humble and respectful nature and
willingness to be of service to others were
the basic values that he had continued
to live throughout his journey at USP and
beyond.
Fate played a hand in Prof Sharma
continuing at USP. His plans were to
become a medical doctor and he had
even managed to score a Commonwealth
Scholarship for Otago University but that
got taken away from him in an unusual
turn of events. He then took a scholarship
to study Bachelor of Science at USP
where he received the Outstanding
Academic Performance Award in 1978.
As a student at USP, he initially felt
intimidated by people around him. “I did
not have much confidence to challenge
opinions or even talk to people around
me. Coming from a remote area, I had
been brought up to respect seniors and
almost everyone around me was senior.”
He did not give up and became active
in other areas such as religous, cultural
and community groups.
“I was quite active in the Indian Student
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Association and the Hindu Society. We
used to have prayers every Friday night
in the E101 (now 018-101) lecture room.
We used to recite the Ramayan.”
Slowly yet surely he gained confidence.
He was determined to succeed and took
on the challenges. “My strength was my
determination to succeed. There were
opportunities missed but the idea was
to learn and move on.” He eventually
became the Vice-President of USP
Science Club.
As a USP student, one of his guilty
pleasures was watching movies. “While
growing up we didn’t have the opportunity
to go to cinemas. Here, I could. I used to
love my old Hindi movies at New Lilac.
Many a time it meant rushing out of there
at 10.45pm to catch the last Raiwaqa
bus back to campus.” It was one of the
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Dr Sharma receiving Pravasi Rattan Award in 2017.

things he enjoyed doing most.
Immediately after graduating he started
working at a Brewery in 1979 as a
Production Supervisor while working
Part-Time at USP running evening
courses in IT for the very first time for
USP on an assortment of old machines
in a small room with one printer. Through
this he was helping raise funds to
invest in computing for the University’s
teaching programmes. He joined USP as
a full time staff in 1982.
He started selling Computer Science
and nudging his way forward in the then
new area of excitement that combined
physics, mathematics, philosophy
leading to his interest in artificial
intelligence. “I actively promoted
computing in the region and led the
establishment of the South Pacific
Computer Society which had a regional
reach.”
Prof Sharma continued his studies and
completed a Master of Science from USP.
He then completed a master’s degree in
Computer Science from the University
of New South Wales before completing
his PhD in Artificial Intelligence from
Australian National University in 1993.
He then returned to Fiji and saw the need
to promote the futuristic discipline of
computer science and IT. “I talked with
schools to deliver the message on IT and
that it was going to play a very important
role in the future.”

For Prof Sharma USP plays a very
significant leadership role in education,
research and leadership role to shape
our communities. “If USP hadn’t
been here, our communities and the
thousands of people who benefited from
it primarily wouldn’t have. The alumni
also contribute quite significantly on
the global scene. My special tribute
to all those parents who, despite their
hardships, had seen value in education
and had supported their children for
education to give them their best in life.”
He states that one must always
acknowledge and pay respects to those
‘giants’ before us. “We would always be
indebted to those who had the vision
for transformative education and that
led to the creation of this institution.
Its regional nature was visionary as we
now all acknowledge diversity is in the
front and centre of the modern world.
Founders of USP thought of diversity
and education as a common strategic
purpose for our communities at a very
early time.”
According to Prof Sharma, USP has
shaped the people, the individuals, the
region, and the community in many ways.
It’s a very strategic driver of the region
in terms of continuing to strengthen it
and ensuring that it actually continues
to play its crucial part for the region and
on global stage. It has not only produced
leaders within the region but also
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internationally. The world has much to
benefit from our cultures, traditions and
contextualised leadership developed
and drawn through the institution.
Professor Sharma has won many
accolades in his academic career. He
has won several research grants and
has served on several Boards and
national committees. In 2012, Prof
Sharma was bestowed the inaugural
position of Distinguished Professor by
the University of Canberra. Then in 2017,
he was recognised with a Pravasi Indian
Ratan Award for his achievements
and outstanding contributions as an
academic, a scholar and a community
leader being a member of the Indian
Diaspora.
Today, with an outstanding publication
record, winning several significant
competitive research grants, serving
the sector through senior leadership
roles and serving on several Boards and
national committees, Prof Sharma has
built a proud reputation in the higher
education industry. He continues to be
humble and treasures USP, Fiji and the
Pacific. “My story would resonate with
most of the students from my time. The
journey has been typical for people with
my kind of background. Building the
values of courage, resilience, humility
and empathy has been my highlight
throughout the journey.”
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Dr ‘Elina Kaufusi Bloomfield is a proud
alumnus of The University of the South
Pacific (USP) who first graduated with
a Bachelors of Arts (BA) in 1992, and
then with a Doctor of Philosophy in
Geography in 2018. Graduating with
a PhD, she was one of the Graduate
Speakers in this year’s graduation where
she delivered an inspiring speech. She
is the Managing Director of the North
Star Fishing Company Limited which is
situated in Nuku’alofa the capital city of
the Kingdom Of Tonga.
Dr Bloomfield said that since her parents
were unable to afford tertiary education
for her, she did not have the luxury
of choosing where to study. She was
fortunate to be offered a New Zealand
funded scholarship to study at USP.
Remembering her journey of learning,
Dr Bloomfield states, “I achieved my
Diploma in Teaching prior to coming
to USP, so I chose English Language &
Literature as my second major in my BA
to assist me in teaching.” She resumed
teaching after completing her BA. Later,
Dr Bloomfield completed her Graduate
Diploma in Environmental Management
and Development GDEMD) from the
Australian National University (ANU)
in 2014 and in 2015, she graduated
with her Masters in Environmental
Management and Development (MEMD)
from ANU. In 2011 she began her journey
of PhD with Geography as her area of
research, “my realisation of Geography
as a multi-discipline area has taken
me much closer to people and nature
thus make sustainability the integral
concept that should describe their
relationships.” After graduating with
her PhD, she took on her current role as
the Managing Director of the North Star
Fishing Company Limited in 2018.
To be in her current position as Managing
Director, Dr Bloomfield stepped out
of her comfort zone broadening her
understanding
and
management
skills in key areas such as finance,

Dr ‘Elina Kaufusi Bloomfield.

operations, interpersonal relationship
and planning. Dr Bloomfield says that
“venturing out of one’s comfort zone” is
“immensely challenging and rewarding”
and that “it also opened up doors for
business creativity through perceiving
situations from a different perspectives.
Accordingly this thought process
strengthens critical and constructive
thinking particularly in decision making;
a major asset and skill for a management
position.”
Dr Bloomfield is also thankful to USP
for giving her more than she expected
particularly in contextualizing the world
on a Pasifika platform, she said: “It is
always better to begin by knowing who
you are in order to make additional
knowledge meaningful and useful”.
Dr Bloomfield has had a long and
aspiring career for almost two decades
now. She has worked at both high school
and university. At USP she worked as
Assistant Lecturer at the School of
Geography, and Teaching Assistant at
the Foundation Studies while at high
school level some of her roles were as the
Senior Lecturer & Head of the Geography
Department at Tonga High School, and
Head of Department of Social Science at
Vava’u High School.
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Growing up, Dr Bloomfield’s biggest
inspiration were her parents. She says
they worked hard and struggled to
educate her and her five (5) siblings. She
is honoured to say that she achieved her
PhD as a product of a family collaborative
effort.
Some of the major challenges Dr
Bloomfield met in her academic journey
were cultural shock; excessive workload;
family responsibilities; family issues;
financial issues; time constraints;
and motivation. She overcame
these challenges by trusting in God,
remembering who she is, and staying
focused.
In years to come, she sees herself as
a successful Managing Director and a
successful consultant on environmental
management
and
sustainable
development
“I will maintain my allegiance to USP by
being a good ambassador in executing
and implementing of any tasks and
responsibilities at any workplace in the
Pacific and beyond. Teaching is still
one of my strengths and I am sure I will
always have a space at USP.”
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50th Anniversary Research
Presentation by usp alumnus
The fourth presentation for the 50th
Anniversary Research Presentation
series featured a world-renowned
scientist and researcher, USP staff and
alumnus, Prof Som Naidu. Prof Naidu
graduated from USP with a Diploma
in Education in 1973, a Bachelor of
Education from the University of
Waikato, New Zealand in 1977, and
a PhD in Educational Technology
from Concordia University in Montreal,
Canada in 1991. In 2014 the Open
University of Sri Lanka awarded him a
D.Litt. in recognition of his extensive
contributions to the field of open,
flexible, distance and e-learning both
regionally and internationally. An expert

in the field, Professor Naidu is currently
the Pro-Vice Chancellor for Flexible
Learning, and Director of Centre for
Flexible Learning at USP.
The presentation was called Every
Teacher is a Design Scientist and took
place on the 30th of May, 2018 at the
Japan-Pacific ICT Centre. The talk was
about teachers being more than subject
matter experts, and that teaching is a
lot more than about communicating a
subject matter to the learners. The talk
also covered how to empower teachers
of all levels, spanning from elementary
to tertiary level - how the role of teachers,
and teaching helps uncover the required

Prof Som Naidu.

knowledge to help teachers realize their
role as a Design Scientist in order to
design effective, efficient, and engaging
learning experiences.
For more information on our 50th
events, please check out our website:
http://50.usp.ac.fj

50th Anniversary - Library Week
Led by USP alumnus and the current USP
Librarian, Elizabeth Reade Fong (Libby),
the Laucala Campus library week event
took place from the 14th to the 20th of
May 2018 to coincide with the official
opening of the current Library building
on 20th May 1988. The Laucala Campus
Library week event took place from the
14th to the 20th of May 2018.
The library held a number of exhibitions
throughout the Anniversary year in the
foyer at the Laucala campus. On the
17th and 18th of May, one of the displays
in the Main Library foyer included the
contents of the 1997 USP Time Capsule
which was opened at the launch of the
USP 50th anniversary celebrations.
Other displays showed how library
services evolved over the years as the
transfer of knowledge moved from print
to digital resources. The distinctive
Pacific Collection, one of the world’s
largest collections of Melanesian,
Polynesian and Micronesian books,
serial titles including journals,
magazines and newspapers, theses,
consultancy reports and government
documents, conference and symposia

Attendees of the Library week event.

proceedings, reprints, DVDs, CD-ROMs,
videotapes and microforms, maps,
posters and ephemera was displayed.
It was an opportunity to learn of
the people who have shaped the
development of academic learning
across the region and the role that USP
library played in the development of the
Fiji Library Association (FLA).
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Coinciding with the opening of the
Library building opening in May 1988,
the Library hosted a week of debates,
panel discussions, impromptu talks and
interviews involving students, past and
present library staff. The week ended
with a Bula Dinner for friends of the
Library.

Alumni Profile

Dr. Litiana N. T. Kuridrani
FIJI | Associate Professor- Director Centre of iTaukei Studies - University of Fiji
BA Management/Sociology (1996); PG Diploma Social Policy Administration (1999); PG Dip BA (HRM) (2000); MBA (2001).
Briefly reflect on your student
life at USP.

USP taught me the knowledge and skills
to see beyond the box.

I started as an Extension student in 1987
and joined as a Full-Time scholarship
student in 1994.

Describe challenges you faced
to reach where you are today
and how you overcame those
challenges?

Why did you choose your field
of study?
I had limited choices from the programmes offered. I am a Public Health
person and I wanted to specialise in
community development. I first enrolled
in the Diploma in Community Development and switched to the Bachelor of
Arts programme in 1994.
Why did you choose to do your
studies at USP?
It was the only local university during my
time.
How do you think USP has
impacted the region?
USP graduates have impacted the region
as high powered leaders; politicians;
government and corporate workers in
their own unique way.
What were some of your
achievements as a student?
I was part of the first cohort of Student
Tutors funded by AusAID and NZODA,
the Residential Warden for 5th Hall,
President of the Tailevu Students Group
and Task committee of the first SPICOL
(Student Pacific Island Conference of
Leaders).

The biggest challenge is marrying cultural anthropology with medical anthropology in indigenous people’s health and
development
Who/what inspires you?
Dr. Litiana N. T. Kuridrani

I am Fiji’s first person (Medical Anthropology/Sociology) to have graduated
with a PhD in International Public Health
from The University of Queensland, Brisbane.
What work did you do immediately after graduating from
USP?
I joined as a Research Officer with Fijian Affairs Board after which I joined the
Fiji School of Medicine, School of Public
Health & Primary Care as a Lecturer 1.
Career highlights since
graduation

• Care of the Elderly in Western Pacific
region in 1996 WHO funded (Principal
Investigator (PI) Professor Nii K
Plange)

• Executive Officer Research, Fijian
Affairs Board
• Student Services Manager, Fiji School
of Medicine Corporate Services
• Lecturer 1 and Senior Lecturer Public
Health, Fiji School of Medicine
• Head of Discipline for the Health
Services Management department,
Fiji School of Medicine
• Director Post Graduate Studies,
Umanand Prasad School of Medicine
• Director Centre of iTaukei Studies,
University of Fiji

• Women and Sexuality & UNFPA
funded (PI - Dr.Kesaia Seniloli)

Describe your present job and
what you enjoy about it.

• Class Analysis in Fijian Politics by
Sasakawa award (PI - Dr. Alumita
Durutalo)

I am spearheading the development and
the teaching of iTaukei studies at the
University of Fiji.

Details of further studies after
USP.

How do think USP helped you in
your career?

In addition to this, I was also a Research
Assistant on the following projects:
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My USP classmates and colleagues
namely Dr. Alumita Durutalo; Professor
Unaisi Nabobo Baba; Dr.Tui Rakuita;
Dr.Sunia Vosikata; Dr. Naca Rika and the
late Dr.Jese Verebalavu.
Share three tips that you think
are important for recent graduates that will help them when
starting out on their career
paths.
1. Make use of your full potential
2. Create a demand for business
3. Be creative and innovative
Please give details of any community work you are involved
in.
1. Academic Advisor to Fiji Country Coordinating Mechanism of Global Fund
(TB/HIV)
2. Chair of the Pacific American Climate
Change Project (PACAM), University
of Fiji
3. Former Chair of the Healers Association -Traditional Medicine in Fiji
4. Former Executive of the National
Council of Women
5. Advisor of the KaiViti Naisoro Women’s project and Kainicola Women’s
Project
Where do you see yourself in
ten years?
First to attain full Professorship. Hoping
to be a Dean of School at one of the three
(3) universities in Fiji.

down memory lane

School of Education Staff Party - 1982

Senior Administrators
and Managers Course - 1982

USP Staff - 1982
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where are they now
Prof Mahendra Kumar (Fiji)

Oscar Billings (Fiji)

Graduated from USP in 1974 with a Bachelor
of Science, majoring in Mathematics, Biology
and Physics. He has worked as an academic in
USP, the other local universities in Fiji and also
internationally. Dr Kumar initiated interest in climate
change programmes in the Pacific in 1998. He was
appointed as the Director for Climate Change in Fiji
in 2014 and is currently an Honorary Professor at the
Climate Change Institute in Canberra, Australia.

Graduated with a Bachelor of Science, majoring in
Chemistry and Mathematics in 1976. Oscar started
as a Production Superintendent at the Fiji Sugar
Corporation in 1987, then a Production Supervisor
at Arnotts Snack Foods in 1990. With over thirty-five
(35) years of experience in the production supervision
and facilitation industry, he now resides in Sydney,
Australia and works as a Shift Manager for BOC
Gases.

Rajneesh Charan (Fiji)

Inosi Turaga Kuridrani (Fiji)

Graduated with a Diploma in Applied Computing
in 1989, a Diploma in Management Studies
in 1996, and a MBA in 2000. She joined the
Fiji Sugar Corporation Ltd (FSC) as a Systems
Analyst Programmer and then moved on to New
Zealand Pacific Training Centre as Director of
Studies and later was promoted to Regional
Director – Western. In 2001 she re-joined FSC
as Senior Systems Analyst/Programmer. She is
currently FSC’s Manager Information Systems.

Graduated with a Diploma in Tropical Agriculture
in 1982 and an MBA in 1997. Mr Kuridrani
worked on a range of projects after graduation.
He was the Youth Coordinator Nadroga/Navosa
Province, the Project Coordinator National Food
& Nutrition Committee at UNICEF, the Head of
Small Business Advisory Unit, Fijian Affairs
Board, and as the Executive director at HAKWA
Water. He is currently retired and working as a
Freelance Consultant.

Dr Mohammed Sameer (Fiji)

Una Tuituku Korovou (Fiji)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Education in
1998 followed by a Postgraduate Diploma in
2000 and Master of Arts (Linguistics) in 2005.
His first job after graduation was as a high
school teacher at a prominent school in Fiji. This
was followed by his position as a Tutor and later
an Assistant Lecturer at USP. Mr Sameer then
left for University of Technology Sydney where
he attained his PhD in 2015. He is currently
working as an Academic English curriculum
writer and teacher at the University of Sydney.

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Literature
and Language in 1994, followed by a
Postgraduate Diploma in Management and
Public administration in 2011, and a Master
of Commerce in Management and Public
Administration in 2013. Ms Korovou started
her career Teaching at Lelean Memorial School.
Una has taught English and Economics at senior
level for over twenty (20) years. She is currently
working at Fiji LDS College Suva as a Senior
economics Teacher.

Nanette Wooton (Cook Islands)

Pranita Sharma (Fiji)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Education
and Literature & Language in 1995. She started
her career as an English Teacher at Tereora
College. Nanette is currently working in Media
and Public Relations at the Secretariat of the
Pacific Regional Environment Programme
(SPREP).

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Geography
and Literature in 1994, followed by a
Postgraduate Diploma in Education in 1999.
Ms Sharma started her career as a teacher. She
is now working at the Department of Education
in Training in Australia as a Teacher.

Dr Radika Kumar (Fiji)

Karalaini Rabo (Fiji)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Accounting
and Financial Management and Economics as
well as a Graduate Certificate in Education in
2007, a Masters in Economics in 2012, and
a PhD in Economics and International Trade
in 2017. She has represented countries of the
Pacific in major trade negotiations. She is
currently a Lecturer at the School of Economics
at USP.

Graduated with in Foundation Science in 1999,
followed by a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry
and Biology in 2002. Then in 2014 she
completed her Master of Science in Chemistry.
Her first employment was in Quality Assurance
at Carlton Brewery Fiji Ltd. Karalaini is now
working at the USP as a Scientific Officer.
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where are they now
Dr Monishka Narayan (Fiji)

Tomasi Vakamocea (Fiji)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Science, majoring
in Mathematics and Physics in 2009, and then
in 2011, she received her Master of Science
in Physics. Dr Narayan completed her PhD,
Physics, Solar Energy, Renewable Energy in
2014, from the Charles Darwin University,
Australia. She is passionate about renewable
energy and combating change, and is currently
working at Energy Networks Australia as a
Program Coordinator.

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts majoring
in Management & Public Administration and
Information Systems in 2004. He then did
his Postgraduate in Commuting Science and
Information Systems in 2010, then finally
completed his Master in Information Systems in
2018. Tomasi started his career at Telecom Fiji
Limited as an Applications Support Engineer in
2001, a System Analyst Programmer in 2006,
and is the Billing Tariff Team leader, a position
he has held since 2015.

Goru Arvind (Fiji)

Waisiki Ravula (Fiji)

Graduated with a Bachelors in Computing
Science and a Minor in Accounting & Financial
Management in 2002. He started his career as
a Part-Time Tutor & Marker for the Department
of Mathematics and Computing Science, after
which he joined HFC Bank, ANZ Banking Group
Limited and USP. Mr Arvind is currently working
as a User Consultant for Application Support at
USP.

Graduated with a Bachelors in Computing
Science in 2008. Waisiki started his career in the
Fiji Government as an Information Technology
& Computing Services. He was part of the Fiji
Government Data Centre Implementation and
Data Migration Team 2011. He is currently
working at USP in the IT Infrastructure Services
(ITS) department, as a Systems Engineer.

Ashneel Chandra

Ravi Karan (Fiji)

Graduated in Bachelor of Science in 2014,
majoring in Mathematics and Physics. He is
currently pursuing his Master’s Degree in the
important topic of Tropical Cyclones (TCs) and
its intensification in the Southwest Pacific region using lightning and oceanic heat content.
Ashneel started his career as a Graduate Assistant at the Research Office, and is currently a
Teaching Assistant in Physics at the School of
Engineering and Physics.

Graduated with a Bachelor of Commerce in Accounting and Economics 2012. His first job after graduation was at PricewaterhouseCoopers.
He is currently working at State Street Australia
Limited as a Senior Financial Accountant.

Alvin Prasad (Fiji)

Joseph Hing (Fiji)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Commerce
in Tourism Studies and Human Resource
Management and Employee Relationship in
2014 followed by a Postgraduate Diploma in
Commerce in 2015. He started his career as an
Industrial Relations Officer at National Union
of Factory and Commercial Workers. He is
currently working at Energy Fiji Limited (EFL) as
the Acting Unit Leader in the Human Resources
department.

Graduated with a Postgraduate Diploma in Arts,
majoring in Pacific Studies in 2016. He first
started working as a Graphic Designer at Fijilive.
Joseph also achieved his Flight Crew Remote
Pilot Licence from the Australian Government
Civil Aviation Safety Authority. He is currently
working at the United Nations International
Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) as the
Senior Communication’s Assistant.

Noeline Browne (Cook Islands)

Edgar Pollard (Solomon Islands)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Laws in 2016.
She became part of the first cohort of students
in the Cook Islands to enrol and graduate for
the online undergraduate degree level in law.
Noeline is now a Communications Advisor at the
Ministry of Infrastructure and Planning in the
Cook Islands.

Graduated with a Bachelor of Science in
Biology and Geography in 2010 followed by a
Postgraduate Diploma in Bio Conservation in
2011 and Masters in Environmental science in
2014. He is currently employed as a Terrestrial
Ecologist at the Pacific Horizons Consultancy
Group Ltd, in Solomon Islands.
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Stay Connected
to USP, your

Alma Mater!

Our professional network provides opportunities make new business
contacts, obtain referrals, view professional profiles of other alumni and
inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavors.

Register Online: www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

twitter.com/USPAlumni

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin

www.instagram.com/unisouthpacific

Contact Details

T: +679 3232914
E: alumni@usp.ac.fj
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