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Alumnus, Eseta Nadakuitavuki wears 
many hats not only within her career but 
also in the community. She graduated 
in 1998 with a Diploma in Management 
Studies and later in 2006 with a Bachelor 
of Arts, majoring in Management and 
Industrial Relations at The University of 
the South Pacific (USP).

“I believe USP has helped me in so many 
ways, the connection that I made while 
at USP, not only with the students and 
peers but also with the lecturers. Every 
now and then, while in my career, I am 
still connected with some of my lecturers 
at the 300 level,” she said.

The alumnus started her Diploma in 
Business Studies at Fiji Institute of 
Technology (FIT), now known as Fiji 
National University (FNU) but was 
recruited by Westpac Bank in 1988 
before she completed her studies. She 
later cross credited those units from FIT, 
and completed her studies at USP.

With over 30 years of service, Eseta is one 
of Westpac Bank’s long serving staff, and 
is currently the banks Senior Manager for 
Microfinance and Women’s Market.

“I am proud to say that we empower 
women through financial literacy from 
the financial education series that we 
offer.  Series one is called the financial 
first steps and teaching anyone who 
understands how to save, how to set 
up a household budget and the second 

series is the business basic workshop 
targeting  micro entrepreneurs engage 
in any income generating project, ” she 
said.

Apart from her busy work schedule, 
Eseta is also committed to community 
work, the alumnus is currently Chairing 
the Women Entrepreneurs & Business 
Council under the Fiji Commerce and 
Employers Federation and also an active 
member of the Graduate Women (Fiji).

“We participate a lot in community 
work, in financial literacy, and micro 
finance markets. For me personally, I 
love helping people. I’m a people person 
and am a great believer in giving people 
second chance and this is my career 
aspiration.”

After a lapse of seven (7) years, Eseta 
decided to pursue further studies at The 
University of the South Pacific in 1995.

“After I got my diploma, I wanted to start 
off straight away with my degree. But I 
thought, no, I need a break because work 
was quite challenging,” says Eseta.  

Her decision to study at USP is from the 
fact that the University was available 
locally and offered courses that aligned 
to her career path.
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Dear Alumnus,
Welcome to the eighth issue of the Alumni 
News for 2018.
In August, 2018, we celebrated Open Days 
and Moments to Shine in Kiribati, Vanuatu 
and Niue Campuses. The Laucala Campus 
had a grand opening of the Research 
Week, which was officiated by the Prime 
Minister of Samoa and the Chair of the 
Pacific Islands Forum, the Honourable 
Tuilaepa Lupesoliai Neioti Aiono Dr Sa’ilele 
Malielegaoi. We are happy to see alumni 
turning up to these events to make them 
both memorable and successful.
I invite you, our Alumni, to be even more 
involved with USP by taking initiatives in 
forming networks and giving back to the 
University. This level of collaboration will 
strengthen us and will also help boost our 
corporate and strategic partnerships. 
In September, we are having a series of 
events, which also includes the Nauru and 
Solomon Island Campuses celebrating 
their ‘Moments to Shine’. I would like to 
encourage each one of you to attend these 
events, and proudly celebrate 50 years of 
academic leadership in the Pacific.
All 50th Anniversary events that will be held 
throughout the year can be found on our 
50th Anniversary website http://50.usp.
ac.fj which also contains a calendar of 
events. We would like you to be part of its 
journey by actively engaging with your Alma 
Mater.

Jaindra Karan

MESSAGE FROM 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, STRATEGIC 
PARTNERSHIPS, ADVANCEMENT & 

COMMUNICATIONS



Despite being a mature student, Eseta 
did not have trouble settling in to the 
University and restructured her studies 
in balance with both her career demand 
and personal life.

“I found it very easy for me because I 
compared myself to the students that 
were fresh out from high school and I 
didn’t find that as a barrier because I was 
a matured person. I just had to learn to 
make sure that I balanced my work and 
my study at the same time,”she said.

Eseta also mentioned the lifelong friends 
she made during class activities while 
completing her studies at the University.

“When we did our group activities, we 
bonded and the bond is strong, so after 
we graduated, we still connected with 
one another and we used that bonding to 
add value to our current work,” she said.

She also recalls the quick buildup of 
her career within the Bank during those 
years of studies and the sacrifice made 
to dedicated herself to any new role she 
was assigned to.

“When I’m new to a role, I will always try 
to do justice to the promotion and give it 

my all. I give myself 18 months to master 
the role and then afterward I can afford 
to do other extracurricular activities, 
which at that time was to study, “she 
said.

 She would like to encourage working 
students with experience to take 
advantage of the fact that they have 
practical knowledge, and to use that 
knowledge and skills while pursuing 
further studies.

“We have work experience, it adds 
value when you are doing your studies 
compared to someone fresh from 
high school they don’t have any work 
experience it’s hard for them to connect 
the theory to the practical,” says Eseta.

Alumnus, Eseta’s road to success was 
not all joy ride but similar to many other 
alumni, she also faced hurdles along the 
way.

“One is probably by just being a woman 
and it’s not easy to be in a sometime 
male dominated environment, especially 
in banking sectors which is always male 
dominated but now it has changed” she 
said.

Despite the dominance difference, Eseta 
learned to overcome and conquered the 
different obstacles and challenges over 
time.

 “I’m really not a risk taker, I need to have 
110%, information before I can make 
the decision but I have to overcome that 
quickly because I know if I continue to 
do that, I won’t go anywhere. Now even 
if I have 80% information, I can make a 
decision right there and then,” she said.

As for the next five (5) years, the 
dedicated alumnus Eseta aims to be 
the first local head of retail for the 
corporation.

“I want to head the retail banking space 
and to be the first local woman, yes 
that’s where I want to see myself in the 
next five years,” she said.

Eseta hopes to give back to the University 
through contributing to leadership 
seminars and also by being an active 
member of the Graduate Women of Fiji.

“I participated in this leadership talk 
and with my involvement now with the 
Fiji women graduates, I can participate 
in a lot of other activities,” she said.

Eseta N (Employers Federation) Latileta Gaga (FTUC), Dr Sharman Ston (Australia’s Ambassador for Women and Girls), Salaseini 
Daunabuna (PS), Seruwaia Bavai (NEC)
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Alumnus, Goru Arvind remembers his 
University days and the life lessons it has 
taught him. He graduated in 2002 with a 
Bachelor of Arts, majoring in Computer 
Science and a minor in Accounting and 
Financial Management.

“University studies taught me the art of 
working under a tight schedule with a 
smile. It is a beautiful phase of life when 
we meet some of the most special friends 
and grow as individuals,” Goru said.

After graduating, Goru joined the HFC 
Bank and later ANZ Banking Group 
Limited before settling down to his 
current career as a User Consultant, 
Application Support at the University. 

“I gained valuable experience from the 
private sector while working at HFC Bank 
and ANZ Banking Group Limited. After 
that, returning to USP as a full-time staff 
is a dream come true,”  Goru said. 

Goru’s decision to join the University was 
that it will provide him with more career 
opportunities.

“The University of the South Pacific is the 
largest regional educational institution 
in Fiji, and I believe that graduation 
would help me get employed anywhere 
in the South Pacific,” says Goru.

During his high school days, Goru 
dreaded Mathematics and wished never 
to encounter it in University.

“I dreaded Mathematics in High School 
My biggest victory in student life was to 
become a Part-Time Tutor /Marker in 
MA101 (Basic Mathematics) and MA261 
(Discrete Mathematics) in the final year 
of my degree. I never imagined that it 
was possible for my weakest subject, 
mathematics,” Goru said.

Goru also remembered the sacrifice he 
made during his days as a University 
student.

“Yes, the freedom of studying when and 
how we want is new after High School, 
but tertiary education is about learning 
how to take control of everything at 
once,”  Goru said.

While completing his Postgraduate 

studies, Goru faced a personal tragedy 
that left him devastated. 

“During my postgraduate studies, both 
my parents passed away within 18 
months of each other. It was devastating. 
I had to leave USP, drop out of the Fiji 
Chess Olympiad Team to Germany and 
immediately find full-time employment,”  
Goru stated.

However, this did not hinder Goru’s lively 
spirit and he continued to strive.

“To avoid falling into depression, I 
resorted to creative activities which 
motivated me like listening to music, 
playing chess, researching about 
different faiths for peace of mind, 
participating in creative writing 
competitions and randomly helping 
Non-Government Organisations (NGOs) 
with social work,”Goru said.

Apart from his normal schedules, Goru’s 
hobbies includes creative writing, playing 
chess and he has also represented Fiji to 
several world tournaments.

“With God’s grace, my hobbies also paid 
off when I represented Fiji in the 40th 
World Chess Olympiad (2012, Turkey), 

Oceania Zonal Chess Championship 
(2013, Fiji) and 42nd World Chess 
Olympiad (2016, Azerbaijan).”Goru said.

The alumnus has published and won 
awards for his literature work.

“My creative writing skills helped me 
to edit and produce a book titled ‘11 
Strategies for Academic Success’ under 
2016 USP Press for a student who 
needed help with it. A short story of mine 
titled ‘Home’ came 3rd in the Annual 
Literary Competition in 2007 under 
Alliance De France,”  Goru remarked

Goru’s advice for graduates is to be more 
than just students and employees.

“Learn to nurture your creative talents, 
hobbies and social obligations because 
they will motivate you to become a better 
person give back to the community in 
some way. When others smile as a result 
of your efforts, it is rejuvenating,” Goru 
said.

He also reminded graduates not to forget 
the good things they learned from their 
elders, school teachers and religious 
texts.

ALUMNUS DRIVES HUMANITARIAN SERVICE

Goru Arvind
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A L U M N I  N E W S  &  H I G H L I G H T S

50th Anniversary events in September 
The 50th Anniversary celebrations continue, and in the month of September we would like 
to invite you to the following events across the region:

■ Nauru Campus Moment to Shine (3 - 7 September)

■ Laucala Library Quiz Night (11 September)

■ Our sea of Islands symposium 11 and 12 September: A two-day symposium will 
feature select presentations by USP staff on key issues relevant to the broader working 
theme of Oceania – our past, present and future focusing on heritage, Resilience & 
Sustainability through Education & the Arts.

■ Suva Graduation (21 September)

■ Solomon Campus Moment to Shine (24 -28 September)

■ Research Seminar (25 September)

■ Solomon Island Graduation (27 & 28 September)

Please email usp50@usp.ac.fj or visit http://50.usp.ac.fj/ for more information on our 
50th Anniversary events.

The Japan – Pacific Alumni Association 
(JPAA) was formally established in 
2013 out of initiative of the Kizuna and 
JENESYS Exchange Project participants. 
These projects were funded by 
Government of Japan and coordinated 
by USP. Out of over 1370 JPAA Alumni, 
approximately 700 are the USP 
Alumni. JPAA conducts activities such 

as USP Open Day Information Booths, 
promoting the exchange projects, 
educational outreach programs with 
Embassy of Japan and the recent one 
being the Commemoration of the 73rd 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Event at USP, 
whereby the general public was invited 
together with students and staff of USP. 
These events are also attended by the 

JPAA members and a good number of 
them are USP Alumni members who are 
in USP as Staff and it makes it easier 
for them to engage in these activities. 
Many USP Alumni always look forward 
to events organised in USP, to visit their 
University again and JPAA has been 
actively involved in organising such 
activities that allow their members (who 
are also USP Alumni) to come down and 
participate in these activities. Members 
of JPAA, who have left Fiji for future 
endeavors, still share their thoughts and 
messages for any JPAA activities and 
are thankful to USP for providing them 
with such great opportunity to be part of 
projects like Kizuna and JENESYS while 
they were students at USP.

JPAA news and events are published on:

Facebook Page:  
https://www.facebook.
com/Japan-Pacific-Alumni-
Association-363775240455835/

 JPAA can be contacted through:

Email Address: jpaafj@gmail.com

Alumni Organise 73rd Hiroshima Peace 
Memorial Event 

Alumni of USP representing USP Campuses
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A l u m n i  P r o f i l e 

Briefly reflect on your student 
life at USP. What memories do 
you have?

I have fond memories of my time at 
USP. I remember my days of studying 
with friends, living independently and 
surviving without any guardians or 
parental supervision. Most nights my 
friends and I would not have anything 
to eat, yet we continued on pursuing 
despite difficulties - knowing that we we 
are all working towards a better future 
for our families back at home.

Why did you choose your field 
of study? 

I chose my field of study because 
mental health is a minor issue in the 
Pacific region and is an area that is 
often neglected. However, with modern 
lifestyles and results of globalisation, we 
need to realise that society nowadays is 
not similar to past ages. Mental health is 
a vital aspect that is constantly ignored 
when we are discussing social problems.

Why did you choose to do your 
studies at USP?

It was only natural that I attended USP. It 
is the most recognised institution in the 
Pacific Region and all my friends were 
studying there. 

What were some of your 
achievements as a student?

I was able to host a performance during 
the 2015 Open Day Celebrations. I 
played in the Tertiary rugby competitions 
for the Tongan team and performed a 
Matai for UU204 which was featured on 
the Fiji Times Newspaper. Also I was able 
to accomplish and be a member of a 
band (Kava Drive) and performed all over 
Fiji as a means of making some money to 
survive on.

What work did you do 
immediately after graduating 
from USP?

After graduation I became a Radio Host 

and then later worked as a Graphic 
Designer before I was offered my current 
job.

Describe your present job and 
what you enjoy about it.

I currently work in the Human Resources 
Section of the Ministry of Lands and 
Natural Resources. I am responsible for 
its staff, recruitments and ensuring that 
the right people are positioned to the 
right roles to aid in the effectiveness and 
efficiency of the Ministry as a whole.

How do you think USP helped 
you in your career?

USP provided me with the proper 
qualifications and credentials to be able 
to apply for my current position within 
the Ministry.

Describe challenges you faced 
to reach where you are today 
and how you overcame those 
challenges?

The only challenge that I often faced 
during my student days were usually 
financial problems. One of the main 
challenges was the struggle to pay 
tuition fees but I was lucky enough to 
have found myself performing gigs and 
performing in hotels and bars which 
helped acquire sufficient amounts for 
my school fees. However this resulted 
in a blow to my grades. It was hard but 
I still was able to accomplish most of my 
goals.

Who/what inspires you?

I am inspired by the ability and chance to 
better myself. I often read motivational 
stories of how people who came from 
nothing went to achieve great things in 
life. Those simple rags to riches stories 
always encouraged me to go forward 
despite the harsh realities I was born 
into.

Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years (career and/or 
personal goals)?

I see myself leading the Corporate 
Services Division in the Ministry of Lands 
and Natural Resources, or working with 
regional corporations under the same 
capacities.

Please share three tips that 
you think are important for 
recent graduates that will help 
them when starting out on 
their career paths.

- Pay attention

- Meet the deadlines

- Timeliness and accuracy cannot be 
efficient on their own

How do you think you could 
contribute/give back to USP?

By providing advice to new regional 
students and providing mental support.

Tevita Halahingano Hafoka
Tonga | Freelance Consultant

2017 – Bachelor of Arts (Psychology, Literature & Language)

Tevita Halahingano Hafoka
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 Laucala - Cook Is. Students Performance, July 1980

Laucala - Pacific Week, September 1980 

Laucala - USP South Pacific Festival of Arts Team, Port Moresby, June 1980 
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Karoline Afamasaga
Graduated in 1976 with a Bachelor of Science 
and Graduate Certificate in Education. Karoline 
is also the holder of the Afamasaga chiefly title, 
Fasito’o-tai, Samoa. She is currently a Chief 
Executive Officer of the Ministry of Education, 
Sports and Culture. 

Nikenike Vurobaravu (Vanuatu)
Graduated in 1977 with a Bachelor of Arts 
from USP and a Masters of Arts in Diplomatic 
Studies from the University of Westminster. He 
previously held the position of Coordinator for 
the Vanuatu Comprehensive Reform Program 
with the Asian Development Bank

The first resident High Commissioner of 
Vanuatu.

Father Arthur Leger (Fiji)
Graduate in 1973 with a Bachelor of Diploma 
in Education.She began a career in writing after 
attending the Solomon Island Women Writers’ 
Workshop in 1980 and later published the poem 
Civilised Girl, which is a light-hearted critique of 
women becoming westernised in the islands. Jully 
later published several other recognised literature 
work.

Jully Makini (Solomon Islands)
Graduate in 1973 with a Bachelor of Diploma 
in Education.She began a career in writing after 
attending the Solomon Island Women Writers’ 
Workshop in 1980 and later published the 
poem Civilised Girl, which is a light-hearted 
critique of women becoming westernised in 
the islands. Jully later published several other 
recognised literature work.

Sikahema Aholelei (Tonga)
Graduated in 1984 with a Bachelor of Education, 
majoring in Accounting & Mathematics. She 
is an active member of the Tongan Parish and 
the Tongan community in Canberra, Australia, 
which works  with the Tonga High Commission 
and the Australian Government.

Siosiane Bloomfield  (Tonga)
Graduated in 1981 with a Bachelor of Arts. Ms 
Bloomfield has authored and published many 
journals and publications contributing to modern 
and traditional health practices in Tonga. She is also 
a founding member of the Tonga Mental Health and 
Disabilities Association (TMHDA)

Ray Ah Liki (Samoa)
Graduated in 1980 with a Bachelor of 
Agriculture.He is currently the Managing 
Director of the Samoa Commercial Bank, (SCB). 
Mr Ah Liki, through the SCB launched then 
Small Development Loan Scheme for the Low 
Income Earners

Daisy (nee Bentley) Gray  
(Samoa)

Graduated in 1999 with a Bachelor of Education, 
majoring in History and Politics. After graduating, 
Daisy started her career as a History and Social 
science teacher for secondary schools in Samoa. 
She completed her Post Graduate Diploma in History 
Politics in 2002 and later in 2008 a Masters in Pacific 
Studies from the University of Auckland . Daisy is 
currently a Pacific Academic Development Lecturer 
at the Unitec Institute of Technology in New Zealand.

Tererei Abete (Kiribati)
Graduated in 1988 with a Bachelor of Science, 
majoring in Graduate Certificate in Education and 
Biology.Tererei is involved in the fight against climate 
change and has worked for numerous Government 
Environment Officer positions including Director of 
Environment and Conservation Division. 

Orianiha Ambrose  
(Solomon Islands)

Graduated with a Diploma in Tropical Fisheries in 
1988 from USP. He was previously the Assistant 
Observer Placement Officer, and is now the Fisheries 
Observer Coordinator at the Forum Fisheries Agency 
(FFA)
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Makelesi Adireki (Fiji)
Graduated in 1997 with a Foundation Science 
and later received her Bachelor of Science, 
majoring in Chemistry and Physics in 2002. 
Makelesi pursued and later completed her 
Postgrad Diploma in Science in 2017. She 
started and has still continues her career as a 
teacher with the Ministry of Education.

Sovala Agaiava (Samoa)
Graduated in 2002 with a Postgraduate Diploma 
in Education and later received his Masters 
in Education in 2003. Sovala completed his 
Bachelor of Education, majoring in Geography and 
Education Studies from the University of Waikato 
in 1994. He currently works for the Government 
of Samoa as ACEO, Community Economic 
Development, Ministry of Women, Community and 
Social Development.

Benjamin Aitoroi  
(Solomon Islands) 

Graduated in 1993 with a Foundation in 
Social Science and later completed Diploma 
in Management Studies in 1999. Benjamin 
later pursued and received his Bachelor of Arts 
and Master of Business Admin in 2001 and 
2009 respectively.He works as consultants 
with various diplomatic corps and is currently 
working as a Project Accountant for Asian 
Development Bank (ADB).

Nickey Namrat Mishra (Fiji)
Graduated in 2009 with a Bachelor of Arts, majoring 
in Management and Public Administration and 
Information Systems. Nickey started her career as 
Australia and New Zealand Banking teller. She later 
was promoted as a Prime Banker. Nickey is currently 
appointed into the position of Quality Review 
Manager for the bank Pacific Retail.

Ashna Arti Anand (Fiji)
Graduated in 2014 with a Bachelor of Science, 
majoring in Biology and Chemistry and later received 
her Post Graduate Diploma in Biology in 2018. She 
started her career as a Part Time Lab Demonstrator 
in the University. Ashna is currently working for the 
Ministry of Education as a teacher and is teaching at 
Drasa Secondary School.

Henry Graham Work (Fiji)
Graduated in 2015 with a Bachelor of Science and 
Graduate Certificate in Education, majoring in Biology 
and Chemistry. Henry started his career journey 
as an ‘International Students Officer’ at the USP 
International Office. He later received a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Science, majoring in Biology studies in 
2017 and is pursuing a Postgraduate Diploma in 
Diplomacy and International Affairs. Henry is currently 
a ‘Student Officer – Enrolment’ at the University.

Frederick Iro (Solomon Islands)
Graduated in 2011 with a Bachelor of Arts, 
majoring in Marine Affairs, Manage. Frederick 
later completed his Post Graduate Diploma 
in Marine Affairs. He started his career as 
a proofreader for RAMSI Law and Justice 
Programme In 2016, Frederick worked as 
Parliamentary Research Officer for the National 
Parliament of Solomon Islands and is currently 
a Fisheries Officer for the Ministry of Fisheries 
and Marine Resources in the Solomon Islands.

Sovaia Ditoga  
Lewanavanua (Fiji)

Graduated in 2008 with a Foundation of 
Science and later in 2013 with her Bachelor 
of Science, majoring in Biology and Chemistry. 
After graduating, Sovaia started her career as a 
assistant teacher with the Ministry of Education.
She later enrolled for a Postgraduate Diploma 
in Climate Change in 2014 and and is currently 
a Scientific Officer in Mineral Resources 
Department under the Ministry of Lands and 
Mineral Resources.

Cody Clements (USA)
Graduated in 2009 with a Bachelor of Science, 
majoring in Marine Science and later completed 
his Masters in Marine Science. Clements 
research for his Masters studies focused on 
assessing the potential ecological and fisheries 
benefits of small no-take Marine Protected 
Areas along Fiji’s Coral Coast. He is currently 
completing his Doctorate studies at Georgia 
Tech School of Science.

Tevita Dawai (Fiji)
Graduated in 2000 with a Bachelor of Arts, 
majoring in Management, Public Administration 
and Tourism Studies. He also completed 
a Postgraduate Certificate in Finance and 
Administration in 2010. Tevita started his 
career as an Economic Planning Officer for the 
Ministry of Finance and National Planning. He is 
currently a Deputy Program Manager for Access 
to Justice, Rule of Law and Human Rights for the 
UNDP Pacific Office.

d o w n  m e m o r y  l a n e
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Our professional network provides opportunities make new business 
contacts, obtain referrals, view professional profiles of other alumni and 

inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavors. 

Register Online: www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin www.instagram.com/unisouthpacific

twitter.com/USPAlumni

Contact Details
T: +679 3232914 
E: alumni@usp.ac.fj 

Stay Connected 
to USP, your 

Alma Mater!
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