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Fijian alumnus, Esala Masitabua 
completed a Postgraduate Certificate in 
Human Resource Management in 2004, 
an MBA in 2006 and a Post Graduate 
Diploma in Economics in 2013. 

“USP provided a very unique and 
memorable experience. It was an 
opportunity to not only study and hone 
one’s skills but also interact and learn 
from students and colleagues from 
various fields and across the region”, 
said Mr Masitabua. 

 Mr Masitabua fondly remembers his 
lecturers and fellow students and 
most importantly the late nights spent 
completing assignments. 

“I forged lifelong friendships during my 
studies and many lecturers standout 
in my mind. I am so grateful for their 
mentoring”, he added.

 However, it was especially trying 
during his Postgraduate and Masters 
programme when he was challenged 
between studies and commitments at 
work. 

 “Balancing a fulltime career and 
work was quite challenging especially 
pursuing two units per semester or 
trimester. However, I was so fortunate to 
have the support of my family especially 
my loving wife. I believe that with the 
right attitude you can achieve anything.”

It was this very same attitude that he 

has applied throughout childhood and 
academic years.

He grew up in the outskirts of Suva in 
Nauluvatu Settlement along Suva’s 
Reservoir Road and he vividly recalls 
walking pass the 18-storey building that 
he now calls home along Pratt Street, the 
Reserve Bank of Fiji. He never thought 
that he would one day be working at the 
very building he marveled at as a child 
or even be in one of the most executive 
senior positions at the central bank.

Upon completing his secondary 
education in 1988 from Marist Brothers 
High School, Esala decided that he 
would join the workforce. 

“Our lives were difficult then but my 
parents imparted in us (two (2) sisters 
and a younger brother) the value of 
hard work, being honest and building a 
relationship with the Lord”.

Although his parents struggled to make 
ends meet, Esala and his siblings only 
have fond memories of their childhood. 

“My parents inspired us with their hard 
work and sacrifices for us”.

It was these difficult times that he 
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Dear Alumnus,

Welcome to the ninth issue of the Alumni 
News for 2018.

In September, 2018 we celebrated two 
(2) Moments to Shine events, Nauru and 
Solomon Islands. We also had a quiz 
night organised by the Laucala Campus 
Library, and 2 (two) graduations from the 
Laucala Campus, and the Solomon Islands 
Campus.

We are glad to see alumni turning up to 
these events to make them both memorable 
and successful.

I invite you, our Alumnus, to be even more 
involved with USP by taking initiatives in 
forming networks and giving back to the 
University. This level of collaboration will 
strengthen us and will also help boost our 
corporate and strategic partnerships. 

In October, we are celebrating Moments 
to Shine in Marshall Islands, and Cook 
Islands, which also includes the three (3) 
graduations in Marshall Islands, Tonga and 
Cook Islands. I would like to encourage 
you to attend these events, and proudly 
celebrate 50 years of USP’s academic 
leadership in the Pacific.

The remaining 50th Anniversary events 
for the year can be found on our 50th 
Anniversary website http://50.usp.ac.fj 
which also contains a calendar of events.

Jaindra Karan

MESSAGE FROM 
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believes made him more determined 
to work hard and was the driving force 
behind his current success. He attributes 
his achievements to the extreme 
hard work of his police constable dad 
originally from Wailevu in Ravitaki, 
Kadavu and his mum a seamstress from 
Vava’u in Tonga.

Esala commenced his working life 
at Fiji’s National Bank from 1988 to 
1996, which included study leave in 
1991 where he pursued a Bachelor 
of Commerce degree in Queensland’s 
Griffith University. In 1997 he joined the 
Reserve Bank of Fiji’s Accounts Unit. 
It was in the same year that the Bank 
celebrated its 25th Anniversary and this 
would also mark the start of his career as 
a central banker.

He has also held various executive roles 
- Chief Manager Financial Institutions 

in February 2010 and Chief Manager 
Financial Markets in April 2013 while 
pursuing his Masters. He also acted as 
Deputy Governor on several occasions 
before being appointed into the role on 
1 January 2018.

During his tenure at the Bank, Mr 
Masitabua has represented the Bank 
and attended numerous specialised 
central banking training both locally and 
abroad.

 “I am excited about this new role, I am 
humbled by the opportunity, I embrace 
the challenges, I understand the 
expectations and the responsibilities 
and I am prepared to do my absolute 
best,” shared Mr Masitabua.

Like in any other profession, Esala 
explains that one should expect 
challenges and obstacles along the way. 
He believes this has helped mold his 

career and prepared him for his new role. 
He emphasised that his journey has also 
been made easier by being blessed with 
his loving wife Omeri Ravula.

“I also strongly believe that the Lord 
places people along our life’s journey to 
help us along the way. Family, friends, 
workmates even strangers. You only 
have to reflect on your life to realise this. 
So I try to pay it forward any opportunity 
I can.”

In his new role Masitabua will play a 
supportive role to the Governor with key 
arears of defined responsibilities.

Mr Masitabua is a testament of how 
hardwork and perseverance is key to 
success. Although he gave up on his 
initial dream to be a pilot he found his 
true calling at the Reserve Bank of Fiji. 
His one advice to youths is to listen to 
their parents and elders.

Deputy Governor RBF, Esala Masitabua during the FIA Global Forum PIRI Working Group Meeting in Russia held in September 2018.
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Alumnus and also an Assistant Lecturer 
at the University, Kelesi Whippy 
graduated with a Bachelor of Education 
(Primary) in 2000, a Postgraduate 
Diploma in 2002 and her Masters of Art 
in 2010. She later received her Doctor of 
Philosophy in 2018.

 The mother of four (4), who is originally 
from Samoa with maternal links to 
Tailevu and Lomaiviti remembered the 
sacrifice and dedication she made 
throughout her years of studies at the 
University.

 “All those years of hard work, exhaustion, 
self-doubt and tenacity culminated 
in the PhD but one must understand 
that we only get to live once so the PhD 
journey is part of that precious one-time 
opportunity to engage in this life” said 
Kalesi.

 Apart from her children, Dr Whippy also 
took in her sister’s four children and 
was inspired by her late mother Siteri 
Lalaciwa Raduva-Sale, her husband, 
Peter Whippy of Kasavu, Savusavu, a 
source of strength and stepping in to 

play both parental roles throughout her 
academic journey.

 “Time passed by and through it all, my 
family and colleagues kept reminding 
me that life has to go on, to keep myself 
occupied with work and life experiences 
and not to miss out on special moments 
with family and friends,” said Kalesi.

She faced challenges while studying 
at the University but was able to 
successfully complete her PhD research 
on an exploration of the iTaukei 
perceptions and expressions of play and 
its implications for early learning and 
development.

“All in all, I found that procrastination 
was my biggest challenge. Most often 
than not, I had to mull over few things 
in my head first before getting it down 
on paper which resulted in the long 
‘silences’ during the course of this 
journey,” she said.

She said her achievement reminded her 
of everyone who had touched her life in 
one way or another during the course of 

her study.

“This milestone is also dedicated to my 
Adi Cakobau School Alumni and the 
group of vibrant young women of the 
Class of 88. The gift of their support and 
acknowledgement is truly appreciated,” 
she said.

“Without my colleagues’ and supervisors’ 
critical remarks, I would not have done it 
for which I am very grateful,” she added.

Her advice to current students and 
recent graduates is to persevere with 
dedication because “a doctoral degree 
is no mean feat, without the failures, 
there would not be any successes.”

“Your area of specialisation is important 
so strive to set a precedence. Similar to 
all success stories, the initial chapters 
may denote humble beginnings. It is 
the author who drives the tone so be 
passionate about the storyline. There 
will always be an oasis for refresher 
ideas and of course the punchlines (not 
so academic in nature) but include it 
anyway,” she said.

ALUMNUS strives to set a precedence

Dr Whippy receiving her PhD award from USP’s 25th Chancellor, His Excellency Taneti Maamau, the President of the Republic of 
Kiribati.
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Upcoming 50th Anniversary events in October 
With just three (3) months remaining in the year to commemorate USP’s 50th Anniversary, 
the University would like to invite you to the following events in October:

■ Marshall Islands Campus Moment to Shine : October 1 - October 5

■ Marshall Islands Campus Graduation Ceremony: October 2

■ Sails Exhibition from October 11 - November 8 at the Laucala Campus

■ Tonga Campus Graduation Ceremony October 19

■ Cook Islands Campus Moment to Shine : October 22 - October 26

■ Cook Islands Campus Graduation: October 24

■ 50th Anniversary Book Launch: October 29

To join the celebrations or to find out more information on the 50th events, please email: 
usp50@usp.ac.fj or visit http://50.usp.ac.fj

The University of the South Pacific 
alumnus, Elvis Kumar, is one of the 5 
Pacific Regional Finalists, receiving a 
certificate of achievement, a trophy and 
£1000 cash prize at the Commonwealth 

Youth Forum (CYF) hosted in London 
earlier this year. He graduated in 2017 
with Bachelor of Engineering, majoring 
in Electrical and Electronics and is 
currently pursuing his Post-Graduate 

studies in Diplomacy and International 
Affairs.

With the theme, “Towards a Common 
Future,” the Commonwealth Youth 
Forum 2018 included young people from 
around the globe who are contributing to 
peace and security, poverty alleviation, 
conflict resolution and other areas. 
Elvis, who is also the Oceania Regional 
Coordinator and Certified Mindfulness 
Trainer for the World Peace Initiative 
Foundation (WPI) and Peace Revolution 
project, has been engaged in youth work, 
social development and community 
services not only in Fiji but in the Pacific 
Region. 

He has worked in ten (10) Pacific countries 
with the inner peace and meditation 
framework for self-development and 
has also represented Fiji by being the 
voice of the young Fijians in numerous 
seminars and conferences abroad. Elvis 
is currently a Project Assistant for the 
Japan East-Asia Network of Exchange for 
Students and Youths (JENESYS) Project 
at USP.

ALUMNUS RECEIVES achievement AWARD

Elvis Kumar receiving his achievement award at the 2018 Commonwealth Youth 
Forum.
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Briefly reflect on your student 
life at USP. What memories do 
you have?

The three years I spent at USP were the 
best years of my life. The lecturers I 
had were just great, my journalism and 
literature lecturers opened a totally new 
perspective for me. I have always told my 
friends that I learnt the true meaning of 
life from my lecturers. At USP, you don’t 
only learn the subject matters, you learn 
about life, and gain lifelong skills.

Why did you choose your field 
of study? 

I chose to study journalism because I 
have always been fascinated by how 
strong willed journalists are. I wanted 
to do more for the community that I 
belonged to as well as learn more about 
my country, the region and the world, 
and journalism provided just that. 

Why did you choose to do your 
studies at USP?

As a primary school student, I always 
envisioned myself studying at USP. 
People may choose to study at USP 
because of its name but I chose USP 
because I wanted to learn from the 
best. My eagerness to learn beyond the 
conventional modes, a more integrated 
approach to teaching and the thirst for 
knowledge from the Region and globally 
brought me to USP.

What were some of your 
achievements as a student?

One of my achievements as a student 
was when a video documentary that my 
assignment group members Rashika, 
Lowen and I made for as part of an 
assignment won the runner-up best 
video documentary in the South Pacific 
in 2016. The other was, as part of the 
third year, I was given an attachment job 
at FijiLive where I got to cover various 
stories from different streams including 
sports, court stories, parliament and 
much more.

What work did you do 
immediately after graduating 
from USP?

Immediately after my finals last year, I 
was employed by UniFiji as the Media 
Relations Officer (MRO).

Describe your present job and 
what you enjoy about it.

I get to write press releases, maintain 
a steady relationship with the 
media, organise and maintain press 
conferences and much more. What I love 
the most about the work is that you get 
to learn something new each day. With 
academics all around me at UniFiji, I get 
to learn from a wealth of knowledge.

How do you think USP helped 
you in your career?

USP has helped me in not only getting 
a qualification required in my field of 
work; it has helped shape a professional 
ethic and attitude towards work. Also, 
while we study at USP we are told to be 

update with current happenings around 
the world. This habit is an essential 
component of my day-to-day job and I 
am grateful to USP for promoting such a 
culture in its students.

Describe challenges you faced 
to reach where you are today 
and how you overcome those 
challenges?

One of the biggest challenges I faced 
was in my second year of studies. I had 
to juggle studies together with taking 
out time for my daughter and since I had 
had a major surgery it was not a smooth 
ride. My husband has been my pillar of 
strength. I overcame those challenges 
with support of my friends and the 
journalism group including my lecturers 
and tutors, who I call family. We were 
all closely knit and their support and 
encouragement throughout the period 
saw me through.

Who/what inspires you?

My source of inspiration has been my 
mum, who, throughout each struggle of 
life, continued to support and encourage 
me to pursue my dream.

Where do you see yourself 
in 10 years (career and/or 
personal goals)?

In 10 years, I wish to have completed my 
Masters in International Relations from 
USP contribute to the society’s growth 
and development.

Please share three tips that 
you think are important for 
recent graduates that will help 
them when starting out on 
their career paths.

I think that having thorough subject 
knowledge of the field of study, having 
good work ethics and always being eager 
to learn are essential when starting their 
careers.

Sonal Shivangani 
Fiji 

2017 Bachelor of Arts - Journalism and Minor in Literature and Language

Sonal Shivangani 
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 Alafua Campus - Pacific Week, 1980

Industrial Art Home Economics Exhibition,  
Laucala, August 1980

Suresh Chand, Glass Blowing, Laucala 1980 
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Savenaca Madanavosa (Fiji)
Graduated in 1976 with a Bachelor of Arts and 
a Postgraduate Diploma in Development Studies 
in 2006. He later completed a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Business Studies from Massey 
University in 1994. He is currently a Retired 
University Executive, supporting The University of 
the South Pacific executive management group - 
Vice-Chancellors, Deputy Vice Chancellors and 
Pro-Vice Chancellors in university governance. 
Apart from his career highlights, Savenaca is also 
involved in numerous community work, chairing a 
numbers of project around Fiji. 

Raghwa Gopal (Fiji)
Graduated in 1977 with a Bachelor of Science. 
Soon after his graduation he left Fiji for Canada 
where he joined his brother and started an 
IT business. He founded Kelowa’s first high-
technology company – the Valdium Software. 
He is retired now but is very closely involved with 
the local community.

Sarojni Choy (Fiji)
Graduated in 1978 with a Diploma of Science 
from USP,  Dr Choy started her career as a Science 
and Mathematics teacher at Suva Grammar 
School and also worked for the Curriculum 
Resources Unit (CRU) at the University. She 
later completed a Bachelor of Education from 
Queensland University of Technology in 1994. 
After completing her Bachelors studies, she 
was offered a scholarship for Masters and a Phd 
studies. Dr Choy successfully completed both 
studies and is currently an Associate Professor 
at Griffith University, Australia.

Ioane Naiveli (Fiji)
Graduated in 1978 with a Bachelor of Arts, 
majoring in Accounting. He had worked in 
numerous prominent organisations such as 
Reserve Bank of Fiji, Fiji Institute of Accountants 
and Fiji Rugby Union. Ioane is currently a sole 
partner for Naiveli & Co, Chartered Accountants 
& Business Consultants.

Cynthia Naidu (Fiji) 
Graduated in 1982 with a Bachelor of Arts and 
Graduate Certificate in Education at USP. She 
worked as a High School teacher and later 
as Head of Department Languages in various 
high schools. She completed a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Literature and joined USP as the 
Coordinator of English for College of Foundation 
Studies. She now resides in Australia and 
teaches at the University of Sydney.

Louzanne Sahib (Fiji) 
Graduated in 1998 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Land Management and Development at USP 
and began her career as Graduate Trainee 
as Valuer with Ministry of Lands and Mineral 
Resources. She later worked as former Principal 
Valuer for the HFC Bank, Fiji. Louzanne is the 
Secretary of the Institute of Valuation and 
Estate Management of Fiji and is currently 
with Rolle Associates a private valuation 
and property consultancy firm where she is a 
Consultant Valuer.

Sunia Manu Fili (Tonga)
Graduated in 1989 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Economics and Accounting from USP, after 
which he served in the Tongan Education 
ministry as a teacher. He then completed a 
Certificate in Legal studies in 1995 promoting 
him as member of the parliament in 1999 till 
2014. He also graduated with a Masters in 
Business Administration (MBA) in 2017 and is 
currently the Manager for Niuloa Investments in 
Tonga.

Jack Maebuta  
(Solomon Islands)

Graduated in 1992 with a Certificate Teaching 
English as a Second Language at USP. He 
later received his Bachelor of Arts, majoring 
in Education Linguistics and Postgraduate 
Diploma in Educational Administration in 1996 
and 1998 respectively. Jack later received his 
Master of Arts, majoring in Education in 2003. 

Margaret Agnes Tongaha’apai 
Fruean (Samoa) 

Graduated in 1988 with a Bachelor of Arts 
(Economics/Administration) at USP and 
started working for the Treasury Department as 
a Research Officer in the Policy and Research 
division. She has worked in a number of 
positions and represented Samoa in many 
international forums. Currently, she is the 
Director for the National Provident Fund Board.

Subhash Appana (Fiji)
Graduated in 1986 with a Bachelor of Arts and 
has over 25 years of experience in teaching, 
research, consultancy and executive training for 
industries in Fiji, Japan. He has presented and 
published a considerable number of papers on: 
quality and productivity management, public 
sector reforms, governance, civil aviation, 
international education, leadership, etc. Dr. 
Subhash Appana is currently a Senior Lecturer 
in Management and Public Administration at 
USP.

7



1
9

9
0

2
0

1
0

2
0

0
0

Silika Mo’unga (Tonga)
Graduated in 1996 with a Bachelor of Arts 
majoring in Home Economics at USP. She began 
her career as a high school teacher and taught 
in various schools in Tonga. She served in a 
number of positions and worked her way up to 
Deputy Principal. She is currently the Principal 
of Tailulu College, Ha’apai. 

Unaisi Narawa (Fiji)
Graduated in 2008 with a Bachelor of Laws at 
USP. Unaisi started her career as a Tutor and later 
promoted as an Assistant Lecturer with USP’s 
School of Law. She pursued further studies and 
completed her Professional Diploma in Legal 
Practice (PDLP) and Master of Laws (LLM) in 2008 
and 2010 respectively. Unaisi later received her 
Professional Diploma in Legislative Drafting (PDLD) 
in 2017 and a Post Graduate Certificate in Tertiary 
Teaching (PGCTT) in 2018. She is currently working 
with the Parliament of Nauru as Legislative Counsel.

Hannaline Nalau Ilo (Vanuatu) 
Graduated in 1999 with a Certificate of Law 
and later with a Bachelor of Law in 2005 at 
USP. After her graduation she served for a little 
while as a Senior Investigator at the Vanuatu 
Ombudsman’s Office before being appointed 
as a Legal Officer at the Public Service 
Commission. She is now a Senior Magistrate for 
the Republic of Vanuatu.

 Salote Bulouvela Toge (Fiji)
Graduated in 2004 with a Bachelor of Arts, 
majoring in Geography and Demography. 
She started her career in the Geographical 
Information System at the Land Management 
Unit. Salote is currently working for Telecom Fiji 
Limited as a GIS engineer.

Agnes Olivia Underwood (Fiji)
Graduated in 2018 with a Bachelor of Science, 
majoring in Environmental Science. While 
completing her studies at the University, Agnes 
was actively involved with the World Wide Fund 
Organisation (WWF). She received a Volunteer 
Recognition Award from WWF and is currently 
pursuing her Masters in Diving.

Fazeena Hussain (Fiji)
Graduated in 2010 with a Bachelor of 
Commerce, majoring in Accounting and 
Information Systems and later with a 
Postgraduate Diploma in Accounting in 2012. 
She began her career as a graduate Accountant 
at Pricewaterhouse Coopers and also served as 
an Examiner at the Reserve Bank of Fiji. Fazeena 
migrated to New Zealand and is currently a 
Senior Analyst at Reserve Bank of New Zealand.

Kishan Kumar (Fiji)
Graduated in 2014 with a Bachelor of 
Science, majoring in Electrical and Electronics 
Engineering. After graduating, he joined 
Mechanical Services Limited as a BMS 
Engineering Trainee. He later joined the 
University as a Tutor and a Lab Demonstrator. 
Kisha is currently working as a Distribution 
Engineer for Energy Fiji Limited.

Felix Hollison (Solomon Island)
Graduated with a Bachelor of Laws (LLB) in 
2014 and later completed his PDLP training 
in 2015. After graduating, he was appointed 
and is currently a Senior Crown Counsel at the 
Solomon Islands Attorney-General’s Chambers 
5. He has participated in international 
negotiations with the Ministry of Fisheries 
and Marine Resources and other prominent 
agreement discussions with other countries.

Salaseini Daunabuna (Fiji)
Graduated in 2004 with a Bachelor of Laws, a 
Professional Diploma in Legal Practice in 2005 
a Professional Diploma in Legislative Drafting 
in 2008. She spent eleven (11) years at the 
Attorney General’s office on employment related 
issues and has also served as the Government 
Advisor to the ILO Governing Bodies and 
Conferences. Presently, she is the Permanent 
Secretary for Employment, Productivity and 
Industrial Relations.

Tomasi Vakamocea (Fiji)
Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts majoring 
in Management & Public Administration and 
Information Systems in 2004, his Postgraduate 
in Commuting Science and Information Systems 
in 2010, then finally completed his Masters in 
Information Systems in 2018. Tomasi started his 
career at Telecom Fiji Limited as an Applications 
Support Engineer in 2001, a System Analyst 
Programmer in 2006, and is the Billing Tariff 
Team leader, a position he has held since 2015.

d o w n  m e m o r y  l a n e
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Our professional network provides opportunities make new business 
contacts, obtain referrals, view professional profiles of other alumni and 

inform other USP alumni of your professional endeavors. 

Register Online: www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin www.instagram.com/unisouthpacific

twitter.com/USPAlumni

Contact Details
T: +679 3232914 
E: alumni@usp.ac.fj 

Stay Connected 
to USP, your 

Alma Mater!
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