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MESSAGE FROM

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, STRATEGIC
PARTNERSHIPS, ADVANCEMENT &
COMMUNICATIONS

Dear Alumnus,
Welcome to the eleventh issue of the
Alumni News for 2018.
In November, 2018, we celebrated two
(2) Moments to Shine events respectively
in Tonga and Tuvalu Campuses. Tuvalu
Campus also hosted a graduation
ceremony, where 126 students graduated.
The other notable event that took place on
8 - 10 November was the Pacific Islands
Transport Forum (PITF), which was hosted
by the Governments of Fiji, Marshall
Islands and USP.
The Distinguished Alumni Awards has
momentarily been postponed to early 2019
due to unforeseen circumstances.
Actual date will be announced later, but
nominations will be received until 15
December 2018.
I invite you, our Alumnus, to be even more
involved with USP by taking initiatives in
forming networks and giving back to the
University. This level of collaboration will
strengthen us and will also help boost our
corporate and strategic partnerships.
The remaining 50th Anniversary events
for the year can be found on our 50th
Anniversary website: http://50.usp.ac.fj.
Jaindra Karan

January issue 2018

USP Alumnus
– Longest
Serving ViceChancellor
Professor Rajesh Chandra, ViceChancellor and President’s connection
with The University of the South Pacific
(USP) dates back as far as 1971, when
he first entered USP as a Foundation
student on a Fiji Government scholarship.
That year marked his first step into an
institution that he would spend much of
his career studying, teaching and later
leading.
Reflecting back, Professor Chandra said
USP has changed significantly compared
to when it started in 1968, particularly in
terms of resources.
“We now have 33,000 students as
opposed to a little more than 500 in
1971 when I came in. And back then,
bulk of the students stayed on campus,”
he said.
As a foundation student, he recalled that
the University was much smaller. “We
had the hangar and the houses that had
been occupied by the Royal New Zealand
Air Force Flying Boat Base. These had
been hurriedly converted into lecture
and tutorial rooms as well as housing for
the new staff.”
Professor Chandra, alongside many
other students who joined the University
stayed in the halls back then. Despite the
lack of privacy in the cubicles, he fondly
remembers the great camaraderie that
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The Vice-Chancellor and President,
Professor Rajesh Chandra.

developed into lifelong friendships and
networks that has branched across the
Pacific and the world.
After successfully completing his first
year in Foundation Studies he went
on to complete his Bachelor of Arts
and Graduate Certificate in Education
with majors in Geography and History
in 1975. In 1974, Professor Chandra
received the Pacific Publications Book
Prize for the most outstanding record in
history.
Professor Chandra emphasised during
a recent interview, that a lasting legacy
about being involved with the University
is the special bond and the friendships
that were formed.
“I still keep those friendships and that is
the most lasting thing that we took away
with us because back then we were a
very close-knit community,” he shared.
It was the challenges they faced together
as students on campus that cemented
their friendships.
“For us getting an A grade was a
memorable occasion because the
competition was quite intense and
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Professor Rajesh Chandra and students of USP with tablets that were issued to students as part of the University’s mobile platform
for learning.

in those days, we all knew of each
other’s results. There was also a lot
of socialisation involved after the
completion of exams, which resulted in
some very good friendships,” he added.
In 1976, Professor Chandra became
a Research Assistant on a Canadian
Government funded research project. He
also completed his Masters from USP
in 1980 after which he was appointed
as Preliminary and Foundation Lecturer
and later Lecturer. He also received a
Canadian Commonwealth scholarship
to attend University of British Columbia
(UBC) in Canada to complete his PhD
with assistance from the University.
Upon Professor Chandra’s return from
UBC with his PhD, he became involved
in the school administration and the
then Vice-Chancellor, Dr James Maraj,
appointed him to Chair the Computer
Services Committee in 1986. He was
later appointed Pro Vice-Chancellor
Academic in 1990, Deputy ViceChancellor in 1997 and the rest is
history.
Upon being appointed as the ViceChancellor in 2007, Professor Chandra
had to immediately address a number
of challenges with the University’s
administration and staff. Not one to

shy away from challenges, Professor
Chandra was committed to turn the
University around.
“My first major achievement was to
give the University confidence, not only
overcoming the financial difficulties,
but that the future of the University was
very bright. I had a record of managing
the University’s finances quite well. In
2009, I delivered a very large operating
surplus,” said Professor Chandra.
This was to be the foundation of many
more achievements for the Professor,
including undertaking the largest
reform and restructure of the University
especially at a time when Fiji was
establishing its first national university.
Despite the uncertainty of the impact,
Professor Chandra articulated USP’s
next successful move.
“The University would shift towards
being the highest quality provider and
that our job was not to see the national
universities as competitors but as
essential components of a synergistic
ecosystem; and USP was never going
to be able to do everything that every
country wanted, but it was setup to
provide the major requirements of
the region in tertiary education,”
emphasised Professor Chandra.
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With the promise of providing quality
education, USP has achieved 27
accreditations and 15 recognitions
for its programmes and provides a
comprehensive range of relevant
academic programmes, many of which
can be pursued at all campuses and in
a variety of learning modes including;
face-to-face, online, flexible learning, or
via a combination of modes.
USP continues to reaffirm its reputation
nationally, regionally, and very
importantly, internationally with the
recent accreditation by the American
accrediting agency, WASC Senior College
and University Commission (WSCUC),
valid for six years. This accreditation
is for the whole of USP, which means
the University’s programmes will be
recognised in the United States.
Professor Chandra has and continues
to advocate that a better future for all
Pacific Islanders can be created through
appropriate and high quality education,
human resource development and
through regional co-operation and
integration.
Commenting on what sets USP apart
from the others, he said it is the dual
nature of this University in the sense that
it is a regional university, owned by 12

alumni news & highlights
member countries and is expected to
respond to them.
“No other university in the region and
in the world other than the University
of West Indies has this kind of
multinational ownership and obligation
to its members,” he said.
In addition, out of this “regionality” is
the role that USP plays as a regional
organisation, which sees USP engaging
in Pacific Island Leaders’ meeting,
therefore doing its part in meeting the
aspiration of the leaders. This, he said,
does not exist in a national university as
such.
He mentioned that students get high
quality education that prepares them for
lifelong success, where the education
and training is very closely linked to the
workplace but at the same time it gives
them all necessary generic skills like
problem-solving and other soft skills
that ensures their success even if they

change jobs.
“Our students also get very good
exposure to different cultures and when
we look at the world now, it is a very
mixed one, so the ability to respect
others, the ability to understand and
to be emphatic, gives USP students the
extra edge,” he noted.
Furthermore,
Professor
Chandra
highlighted that because USP was
one of the earliest institutions that
was established, it has managed
to develop its systems much better
particularly in the area of Information
and Communications Technology (ICT).
“A lot of our ICT development focuses on
the vision of our founders, who wanted
all people of the Pacific to experience
the University and for USP to engage
with those communities to enhance
the affection for the University in their
minds,” he related.
According to Professor Chandra, the

USPNet is the perfect expression of
this and that is how USPNet in the
regional campuses enable the region
to experience the University even in the
remotest parts of the Pacific.
Professor Chandra has also encouraged
USP alumni to be involved more closely
with the University, its governance, its
direction and in terms of giving back
to USP like any other university alumni
around the world.
He explained that while bulk of USP
alumni are involved as public servants
and in the private sector in the Pacific
and on the global stage, they see their
involvement more as a community
member rather than an alumni
engagement.
“We also know that in the Pacific people
may not come forward as much as we
would want them to and this is where our
alumni office needs to step in and keep
the momentum going,” he added.

Professor Chandra (centre) with members of the first meeting of Pacific Island Countries (PIC) Diplomats for 2018 at the USP
Laucala Campus.
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Upcoming 50th Anniversary
events in December
With just one (1) month remaining in the year to commemorate USP’s 50th Anniversary, the
University would like to invite you to the following events in December:

Samoa Graduation: 7 December
The Samoan Campus graduation will be held at the USP Alafua Campus. We would like to
congratulate all the graduates, and would like to encourage you to become a member of
the USP Alumni Network (USPAN).

Time capsule:
13 December

Distinguished Alumni
Awards 2018

To
commemorate
the
50th
Anniversary, USP will prepare a
time capsule to preserve for future
generations to review, the essence of
2018. It will include items that reflect
the University as it stands today
together with examples of the culture,
people, issues and challenges faced
by the Pacific region at this point in
time.

Vice-Chancellor’s
Closing Dinner:
13 December

COMING SOON

VENUE: GPH

Celebrating 50 years of combined success
for the University and its Alumni.

The Distinguished Alumni Awards has
momentarily been postponed to early 2019
due to unforeseen circumstances.
Actual date will be announced soon but
nominations will be received until
15 December 2018.

For more information, contact Michelle Tevita-Singh, Alumni Affairs Coordinator:
P (+679) 323 2148 | W alumni.usp.ac.fj | E alumni@usp.ac.fj | Fb USPAlumniNetwork
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To close the 50th Anniversary, a gala
dinner will be held at GPH in Suva.
Showcasing not only many of the
accomplishments of the University
from the past 50 years, it will also
reflect on the various Anniversary
events of 2018. Tickets for this
premier event will be keenly sought
and those wishing to pre-register
their interest should contact the 50th
Anniversary Office on stewart_p@
usp.ac.fj
To join the celebrations or to
find out more information or
to see how you can be more
involved in the 50th events, please
email: usp50@usp.ac.fj or visit
http://50.usp.ac.fj
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Alumnus Receives Outstanding Award

USP Pacific TAFE CEO Mr Hasmukh Lal (middle) with other awardees at the award ceremony.

The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of The
University of the South Pacific’s (USP)
Pacific Technical and Further Education
(Pacific TAFE) and alumnus of USP, Mr
Hasmukh Lal was recently awarded the
prestigious Fellow of THE-ICE Award
2018.
This was presented to Mr Lal during
an Award Ceremony held at the
12thInternational Panel of Experts (IPoE)
Forum 2018 in Bangkok, Thailand. The
status of Fellow of THE-ICE, that Mr Lal
received, is the highest award given by
THE-ICE to any person across the world,
and is only awarded to people who have
demonstrated strong commitment to
quality.
This journey of hard-work, commitment
and dedication began many years prior
when Mr Lal decided to complete his
Undergraduate Studies.
“Looking back, it was a roller coaster ride
for me as a full time teacher, engaged in
social activities and studies. I started
believing in myself and my ability to
multi task to the extreme, no matter
what hurdles I was faced with, I believed
and I succeeded. Believing in oneself is

the greatest strength of all,” he stated.
Mr Lal completed his Bachelor of
Education in 2007 with other notable
alumni; namely Dr. Wahab Ali and Dr.
Brij Lal, both of who would become
respected advisors to him. He later
completed his Postgraduate Diploma
in Education in 2008 and Master of
Education in 2009 through the Lautoka
Campus, predominantly on Flexible
Learning mode (then known as DFL),
while juggling a full time job as a teacher,
maintaining religious commitments, and
other obligations to aid in his finances.
“But I struggled, conquered and
succeeded. I had to sacrifice my social
gatherings, say ‘no’ to luxury items and
deliver competing outcomes. I saw my
friends and companions enjoying social
and kind of lavish life. My mother used
to see me through struggles, was and
still is a great comforter and believer in
me,” he said.
Mr Lal also credited the encouragement,
support and understanding of staff that
helped him continue his journey to where
he is now. He noted that “the staff at
Lautoka Campus had been very helpful
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during my study which encouraged me to
continue. I found that they understood
predicaments of me as a full time worker
and pivoted support to ensure that I
complete my studies.”
He also urged current staff to see
their work as a means of transforming
someone’s life, “whether it is in your
Key Performance Indicator (KPI) or not,
you will be remembered by graduates as
being part of their learning journey.”
It is this very journey that has shaped his
career, from the challenges faced to the
many achievements attained, and Mr Lal
remains focused on the overall objective
and impact of his work to the community
and the industry.
Mr Lal said he was delighted to receive
the Fellow of THE-ICE Award 2018 and
added that the hospitality industry in the
Pacific is growing and poised to create
far greater employment opportunities for
many Pacific Islanders.
“Tourism is a global industry and it is
important that we work with partners like
THE-ICE to ensure we meet and surpass
global standards,” he added.
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Unaisi Talolo Lekenaua (FIJI)

Kathleen Rarua (Vanuatu)

Graduated in 1988 with a Bachelor of Arts in
Literature & Language and Geography. She
also received her Graduate Certificate in Public
Sector Management in 2006, a PostGraduate
Diploma in Management in 2007 and a Master
of Commerce in 2008 from USP.

Graduated in 1972 with a Diploma in Education.
She later received a Bachelor of Arts in History/
Politics and Administration in 1988 from USP.
She was the first ni-Vanuatu female, to graduate
in 1972. Kathleen was previously a Planner at
the Health Department in Vanuatu.

Dr Nacanieli Rika (Fiji)

Rex Horoi (Solomon Islands)

Received his Foundation Social Science in
1987, a Bachelor of Arts in Accounting and
Economics in 1990, a Master of Business
Administration in 2001 a Master of Commerce
and PostGraduate Diploma in Tertiary Teaching
from USP. Dr Rika completed his PhD from the
Australian National University. He is currently a
Senior Lecturer and an Associate Dean at USP.

Graduated in 1977 with a Diploma in Education
from USP. Rex later received his Bachelor of
Education from University of Papua New Guinea
and his Master in Applied Linguistics from
the University of Sydney. He was formerly the
Director for Foundation of the South Pacific
International based in Fiji.

Salote Uluinaceva (Fiji)

Semi Tukana (Fiji)

Graduated in 1987 with a Foundation Social
Science, then a Bachelor of Arts in Literature
& Language in 1994, and then a Master of
Business Administration in 2015. She was
formerly the General Manager Business Sales
& Corporate Communications at TFL. Salote is
currently a Senior Human Capital Management
(HCM) Consultant at Maxumise Ltd.

Graduated in 1982 with a Bachelor of Science
from USP. Semi also has a PostGraduate
Diploma in Computer Science from Queensland
University of Technology, and a Master in
Information Systems, Management Information
Systems from the University of Queensland. He
is the Founder and Chairman at the Software
Factory Limited - Fiji.

Dr Katarina Tuinamuana (Fiji)

Anare Tuilevuka (Fiji)

Graduated in 1986 with a Bachelor of Arts and
a Graduate Certificate in Education (Literature
and Language) from USP. She also received
a Master of Education from University of
Wollongong and completed her PhD from The
University of Edinburgh. Dr Katarina is currently
a Senior Lecturer, Education at Australian
Catholic University.

Graduated in 1987 with a Bachelor of Arts,
majoring in History Politics from USP. He later
received his LLB and PostGraduate Diploma in
Labour Practice (PGDLP) from the Australian
National University in 1998. Anare was
formerly a Master of the High Court in the Fiji
Government, and is currently a Puisne Judge at
Judiciary Fiji.

Bertharene Aveau (Samoa)

Vilimone Baledrokadroka (Fiji)

Graduated in 1999 with a Bachelor of Education
majoring in Literature & Language and in 2003
with a Master of Education from USP. She is
currently a teacher at Sylvan Learning Center,
British Columbia, Canada.

Graduated in 1993 with a Bachelor of Arts
in Economics and Population Studies &
Demography from USP. He later received a
Master of Commerce, Business/Managerial
Economics from the University of New South
Wales. He is currently the Director Labour
Standard Services at the Ministry of Labour and
Employment, Fiji.
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Tevita Boseiwaqa (Fiji)

Dulari Doras Traill (Fiji)

Graduated in 1989 with a Bachelor of Arts,
majoring in Literature & Language and
Geography, in 1998 with a PostGraduate Dip
in Development Studies, in 2003 PostGraduate
Diploma in Education and in 2009 a Master
of Business Administration. Mr Boseniwaqa
was formerly the Permanent Secretary at the
Ministry of Lands & Mineral Resources - Fiji.

Graduated in 2001 with a Bachelor of Arts
in Accounting and a Master of Commerce in
Professional Accounting in 2013 from USP. She
also received her PostGraduate Certificate in
Fraud Investigation from La Trobe University.
She is currently the Director Assurance &
Compliance at USP.

Desmond Mene Leehang
(Samoa)

Goru Arvind (Fiji)
Graduated in 2002 with a Bachelor of Arts,
majoring in Computer Science and a minor in
Accounting and Financial Management. After
graduating, Goru joined the HFC Bank and later
ANZ Banking Group Limited before settling
down to his current career as a User Consultant,
Application Support at the University.

Graduated with a PostGraduate Diploma in
Education in 2001 followed by a Master of
Education in 2003. He later pursued doctoral
studies in New Zealand. He is currently the
Deputy Vice-Chancellor for Academic &
Research at the National University of Samoa,
and is also the current President of the USP
Samoa Alumni.

Dr Kelesi Whippy (Fiji)

Virisila Lidise (Fiji)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Education
(Primary) in 2000, a PostGraduate Diploma in
2002 and a Masters of Art in 2010. She later
received her Doctor of Philosophy in 2018
from USP. Dr Whippy is currently an Assistant
Lecturer at USP.

Graduated in 2004 with a Bachelor of Law with a
Professional Diploma in Legal Practice (PDLP).
Virisila formerly worked as a Principal Legal
Officer at the Office of the Chief Registrar, and
is currently an Associate at Young & Associates.

Masima Mailekutu (Fiji)

Nicolette Chambers (Fiji)

Graduated in 2018 with a Bachelor of
Environmental Science, majoring in Biology
from USP. Masima volunteered for World
Wildlife Fund (WWF) and earning herself a WWF
Certificate of Recognition for her voluntary
work. She is currently working as an Attaché
for the position of Conservation Officer for
Cakaudrove Provincial Council.

Graduated in 2018 with a Bachelors of Arts,
majoring in Journalism and Management. She
started her career as a journalist for the Fiji
Times Newspaper. Nicolette is currently working
for The Fiji Sun Newspaper.

Elvis Kumar (Fiji)

Wendy Bati (Solomon Islands)

Graduated in 2017 with Bachelor of Engineering,
majoring in Electrical and Electronics and is
currently pursuing his PostGraduate studies
in Diplomacy and International Affairs from
USP. Elvis is currently a Project Assistant for
the Japan East-Asia Network of Exchange for
Students and Youths (JENESYS) Project at USP.

Graduated in 2011 with a Bachelor of Science,
majoring in Environmental Studies from USP.
After graduating, Wendy was involved with a
Research Project on Economic Vulnerability
and Resilience of People in Solomon Islands
and later as an attaché with the Ministry of
Environment. She currently works as a National
Project Assistant for J-PRISM Project in
Solomon Islands.
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Closing Dinner
The 50th Anniversary of The University of the South Pacific will
conclude with a Gala Dinner at the Grand Pacific Hotel in Suva on
13 December 2018. Alumni and friends of USP are invited to attend
an evening that will be full
of memories,
ORDER
FORMfun and entertainment.
Tickets prices are FJ$200 per person, which includes pre-dinner
drinks, a three course table service meal and entertainment.
Why not make a table of 10 with your friends and colleagues?
This event comes only once in 50 years so do not miss out!
TICKETS
NOW
LE
AVAILAB

Tickets available now! Contact Anabelle Chand,
email: anabelle.chand@usp.ac.fj or tel: (679) 3232427

