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Dear Alumnus,
Welcome to the final issue of the Alumni
News for 2018.
I want to thank all of you, our hard-working
and dedicated alumni for your commitment
to the University, to each other, your
communities, and to our students.

USP Alumni and other guests at the 50th Anniversary Closing Dinner at the Grand
Pacific Hotel, Suva, Fiji.

More than four hundred (400) guests
including Alumni, of The University of
the South Pacific’s (USP) gathered at the
Grand Pacific Hotel’s (GPH) Britannia
Hall on Thursday 13 December, to
conclude the year-long 50th Anniversary
celebrations for the University.

achievements, reflecting our past and
preparing for our future,” these were the
sentiments of Professor Rajesh Chandra,
during his address at the dinner. He spoke
at length on the journey of the University
over the 50 years and in particular its
progress and achievements.
“It is a university fired with its own
confidence that it is on its way to
becoming one of the world’s great
universities in the best traditions of
universities but one that continues
to produce Pacific Islanders equally
competent and confident in the world
of the internet and artificial intelligence
and in their own traditions and cultures,”
he said.

The 50th Anniversary events and photos can

The “50th Anniversary Closing Dinner”
hosted by Vice-Chancellor and
President, Professor Rajesh Chandra,
was a culmination of 50 celebratory
events held over the year and across
USP’s regional campuses. The event
was critical as it brought together
Alumni, Heads of State, Members of the
Diplomatic Corp, Government Officials,
Donors and the USP family together to
develop and strengthen partnerships
between the University and various
stakeholders.

be found on our 50th Anniversary website:
http://50.usp.ac.fj.

“We have been celebrating the
University journey and various significant

As the year draws to a close, we have much
to be proud of, and much to build upon. On
behalf of the University, I would like to wish
you a safe and festive holiday and I hope to
see many of you at one of our events in the
coming year.
The Distinguished Alumni Awards will
be held in early 2019 and I invite you,
our Alumnus, to be a part of this event
and also be more involved with USP by
taking initiatives in forming networks and
giving back to the University. This level of
collaboration will strengthen us and will
also help boost our corporate and strategic
partnerships.

Merry Christmas and a prosperous New
Year.
Jaindra Karan
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Alumnus
credits USP/
Tradition
and Culture
Top Priority
for Alumnus
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50th
Anniversary
celebrations
reflections

The event that was officiated by the
President of Fiji His Excellency Major
General (Ret’) Mr Jioji Konusi Konrote,
accompanied by his wife Madam First
Lady Ms Sarote Konrote, saw many
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turn increase initiatives and support
towards future projects.
“Congratulations to The University of
the South Pacific on the achievement
of 50 years, a significant milestone. A
university plays a key role in developing
talent and skills for the benefit of an
economy. USP has been instrumental
in this. I wish to congratulate the ViceChancellor for his leadership, hard
work and guidance towards this,” said
Mrs Susan Kumar, USP Alumnus and
Chief Manager Currency and Corporate
Services at the Reserve Bank of Fiji.
Over the past 12 months a total of 50

of the “Moments to Shine” for Vanuatu.
Jeosaphat, a Senior Alumni Member of
the Vanuatu Alma Mater, was joined by
Deputy Prime Minister Hon. Joe Natuman
(MP), religious leaders, family members,
Alumni, friends and staff of USP at the
launch.
At the Solomon Islands campus in
Honiara, Alumni participated in an Arts
Exhibition, Samoa’s Alumni took part
in the anniversary parade as part of its
“Moment to Shine”, in Tuvalu there was
a Research Evening where Alumnus
reflected on the Educational journey at
USP, while three Alumni, Honorable MP
Simon Kofe, a Law Graduate, former

Professor Rajesh Chandra with Dr
Esther Williams (LEFT) Former Deputy
Vice-Chancellor of USP.

prominent USP alumni and friends of the
alumni including; CEO of Vodafone Fiji,
Mr Pradeep Lal, CEO of Telecom Fiji Mr
Charles Goundar, Former Deputy ViceChancellor of USP Dr Esther Williams,
Fiji’s Minister for Lands and Mineral
Resources Hon Ashneel Sudhakar,
Former Deputy Governor of the Reserve
Bank of Fiji Mr Inia Nayaga, and many
others.
It was evident that for many in
attendance, years have passed since
they last met and the event provided
a wonderful opportunity to catch up
with old friends and reflect on many of
their own achievements and that of the
University.
“Since its formation in 1968, The
University of the South Pacific has
established itself as a hugely vibrant
and much respected place of learning.
As we reach the 50th anniversary, we
celebrate the positive impact it brings
to the region. There can be little doubt
that The University of the South Pacific
is looking forward with confidence to
the next 50 years and beyond,” said Ms
Salote Uluinaceva, USP Alumnus and
Senior HCM Consultant at Maxumise,
who was at the dinner.
Alumni relations is critical to the success
of the University and vice-versa; in
providing support and activities for
professional and personal development.
Strengthening Alumni relations will in-

Vanuatu alumni, Hon. J.P. Nirua, Mr J. Natuman and Ms K. Rarua at the USP 50th
Anniversary plaque unveiling.

events, including the dinner, have been
completed to symbolise the 50th Anniversary celebrations. Some of the events
covered included; the JICA Symposiums,
unveiling of Royal New Zealand Airforce
Commemorative Monument, “World Energy Transformation “seminar, Library
Quiz nights, Living Objects Exhibition,
JICA LEAP programme launch and the
Royal visit of the Duke & Duchess of Sussex to name a few, all of which Alumni
members either participated or attended.
One such event in particular was the
launch of Mr Jeosaphat Melai La’au’s
autobiography Passport No. 1 as part
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Tuvalu Government Senior Magistrate
and recently youngest elected Member
of Parliament, Dr. Taniela Kepa Siose,
the first Tuvalu USP PhD Graduate and
Campus Director Dr. Rosiana Lagi were
panelists in the Alumnus Panel
Discussion reflecting on their education
at the USP.
Of the total 50 events the “50th Anniversary Closing Dinner” marked conclusion
of the anniversary celebration. It is the
hope of the Alumni Unit that the new
relationships forged and old strengthened on the evening and throughout the
year of celebrations will continue as the
University embarks on another 50 years.

alumni news & highlights

Alumnus credits USP, Tradition and Culture as
Top Priority for Alumnus
The University of the South Pacific
(USP) Alumnus, (Ret.) Honourable (Hon)
Bikenibeu Paeniu, is one of two Prime
Ministers of Tuvalu to have served two
(2) terms as the Head of State, first in
1989 and the second in 1996.
“I may have been the first USP graduate
to take up the highest post of a nation’s
Prime Minister in the USP region when I
was only 33 years old,” stated the Hon.
Paeniu.
He was amongst the very last Tuvaluan
students to enter USP straight from
the King George V and Elaine Bernachi
Secondary School in the then Gilbert &
Ellice Islands Colony (GEIC) and was also
the first to graduate (Degree) after the
separation and independence of Tuvalu.
Hon. Paeniu graduated in 1980 with
a Bachelor of Agriculture from USP’s
Laucala Campus in Suva.
It would be his experience at the
University that would shape his path
into the leadership roles he would later
undertake.
“My background as President of the USP
Alafua Campus Students Association
gave me some leadership skills which
helped me in my new career as Director
of Agriculture. I remember as President
then, the Samoan Students went on
strike because they were treated second
class to us overseas students. We ate
different food and they had to strictly
comply with rules. So I asked all the
overseas students to join the Samoan
students and we went on strike,” he said.
He added that “It was this very act of
confidence that brought about the much
needed change.”
He fondly recalls his time at the University
as the first experience to sit and study
alongside people of other races and he
recalls how the results were published in
the Fiji Times and posted on the notice
board in the dining hall and led to much
anticipation when checking the number
of units passed.
He also shared his experience traveling

(Ret.) Honourable (Hon) Bikenibeu Paeniu

to classes “walking through the tall
grasses then where the ANZ Stadium is
now located.”
He started as a Master Fisherman
Student before changing his programme
to Agriculture, and he had to travel
to Koronivia now the Fiji College of
Agriculture at the Fiji National University
to take two other courses during his
degree programme.
“Last but not the least, I remember one
of the activities I always did was going
to church every Sunday. My church then
was the Wesley at Butt Street,” said
Minister Paeniu.
Upon completing his studies at USP and
as the first graduate after independence
he was fortunate, as jobs were readily
available when he returned home. He
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was recruited as an Agriculture Officer
in the Department of Agriculture which
was later designated as Director of
Agriculture. This would begin his journey
on the path to being the Prime Minister
of Niue.
On giving advice to the future of Niue, the
former Prime Minister, had a lot to share
from being honest and doing the right
thing to loving your family but none as
critical as “Don’t ever forget God in your
life and in your studies.”
“I pay tribute to the outgoing ViceChancellor a colleague and friend who
was at USP around the same years. You
had taken the USP to higher grounds.
May you go with many more good years
to come and wishing you all the best,”
concluded Hon Bikenibeu Paeniu.

ALUMNI NEWS & HIGHLIGHTS

USP ALUMNUS MAKES REFLECTIONS
ON USP 50TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRTIONS
During the recent University of the South Pacific (USP) Graduation ceremony in Niue, its Education Director, Ms Birtha W Lisimoni, found herself feeling a strong sense of pride and almost
tearful as she watched the new graduates receive their certificates.
It reminded her of the many successful Niueans’ who had once
walked down the very same path to receive their certificates.
She hoped that the graduates would join the many before them,
who had contributed to shaping Niue like the current President
His Excellency Ekalesia Keresiano and many other prominent
Ministers and Heads of Regional Institutions.

“During one of Vice-Chancellor (VC), Rajesh Chandra’s graduation speeches, he quoted the American essayist, Ralph Waldo
Emerson where he said, “Do not go where the path may lead; go
instead where there is no path and leave a trail’. The VC urged
everyone to make a difference in our communities, leave a trail
for others to see and follow, be role models and strive for excellence at every opportunity,” shared Director Lisimoni-Togahai.
During the week of the graduation ceremony and as part of
the 50th Anniversary Celebrations in Niue, Niue’s “Moment to
Shine”, the USP Niue Alumni launched a publication especially
penned to commemorate the 50th Anniversary titled, Niue USP
50th Moment to Shine Commemoration 1968-2018. The publication draws information from the archives and personal communication with alumni members.

Distinguished Alumni
Awards 2018

Director Lisimoni-Togahai expressed that trends showed that
over the first 15 years, since Niueans had been graduating from
USP, all graduates came from the same village, Mutalau Ululauta, the first village to receive the Gospel (Christianity). “It maybe divine intervention or that these students were blessed and
parents have planted the seed of education early, it is a great
legacy for Niue’s early USP graduates,” she added.

COMING SOON
Celebrating 50 years of combined success
for the University and its Alumni.

“Niue owes a debt of gratitude to the The University of the South
Pacific and all its USP graduates and wish them well but especially encouraging all those ones living and working abroad to
return home and contribute to nation building,” she expressed.

The Distinguished Alumni Awards has
momentarily been postponed to early 2019
due to unforeseen circumstances.

She also wishes that USP will continue to make a difference in
the lives of its Pacific people as they continue to sustain livelihoods in their respective islands whilst balancing full time work
with caring for the families, communities, churches and nation
building.

Actual date will be announced soon but
nominations will be received until
15 December 2018.

The Niuean Government, Niue USP Alumni and USP Staff Association acknowledged USP and thanked Dr Paunga, Vice President Regional Campuses, for attending in person and asked to
pass Niue’s sincere congratulations to the Vice-Chancellor and
President and everyone back in Suva.

For more information, contact Michelle Tevita-Singh, Alumni Affairs Coordinator:
P (+679) 323 2148 | W alumni.usp.ac.fj | E alumni@usp.ac.fj | Fb USPAlumniNetwork
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Andrew Paris
Fiji |Research Assistant Company, USP
Bachelor of Science Engineering (2011),
PostGraduate Diploma Geo(2017) Currently
undertaking MSc in Marine Studies
What memories do you have of your University
student life and what inspired you during your
studies at USP?
I have lots of fond memories of my undergraduate days
interspersed with a few brief moments of grief/frustration.
Fond memories and good times with new-found friends from
around the region in the classroom and during field trips I
will hold dear. I was fortunate that during the course of my
undergraduate programme we were able to attend 3-5 day
field trips where a thorough understanding of natural processes
was gained by observing real world phenomena. A constant
source of inspiration came from teachers like Dr Randy
Thaman, Dr Eberhard Weber and Dr Marta Ferreira who were
uncompromising in their pursuit to educate students as best
they can.

Andrew Paris

Where do you see yourself in five (5) years
(career and or personal goals)?
In the near future, I hope to still be involved in research (and
teaching) as a permanent staff member of USP. Personally I
hope to not be living from paycheck to paycheck.

Why did you choose USP and your field of study?

Please share three tips that you think would
be important for current students and recent
graduates that will help them start out on their
career paths.

I decided a long time ago that I wanted to learn more about the
physical environment and the natural processes that sustain us.
I was fortunate to be accepted into the Environmental Science
programme at USP which at the time was one of the best in the
world.
How did USP prepare you in your career?
USP assisted in developing sound theoretical knowledge of
environmental process. In academic spheres, being surrounding
by a diverse assemblage of like minded individuals can have
a positive impact on a person by information exchanges,
collaborations and networking.

1.

Do not hesitate to seek guidance from senior academics
staff.

2.

Think about what career you would like to pursue regardless
of the money.

3.

ind your passion and follow through.

What has your involvement been with the
University since you graduated? (Or how would
you like to be involved?)

Describe your present job and what you enjoy
about it.

As previously mentioned I have been a non-permanent staff
member for the better part of 3 years as a research assistant
and a part-time tutor.

I am currently a research assistant at the School of Marine
Studies working with the marine pollution team lead by Dr
Marta Ferreira. The work entails the acquisition of field samples
(through fishing and diving), coordinating field visits, community
liaisons, laboratory analysis of samples, results analysis, report
writing and database creation and maintenance. I enjoy working
with a team that is very oriented towards learning, teaching and
conducting research that has the potential for positive social
changes.

Any other information you would like to share
e.g. community work you are involved in (Include
other relevant information and photographs that
you would like to share)
I would like to mention the great work the marine pollution team
is doing in conducting research and liaising with community
representatives and communicating these results to them. We
have worked with 6 communities around Viti Levu conducting
research on marine pollution and we have been fortunate that
the project results have also assisted in developing sound
policies around waste management in Fiji.

What literature or subscriptions would you
recommend for graduates (books/blogs/
magazines)?
Aside from the usual journals, I feel the social media platform
‘Twitter’ has a massive potential for education and networking.
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Alumnus, Mr. Brian Seni showcasin
g his Artwork during the Art
Exhibition launch in Solomon Islands.

nts at the
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Vanuatu USP Alumni President J. Natuman (far left) , Minister J.P Nirua
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where are they now
Barry Whiteside (Fiji)

Dr Lonise Tanielu (Samoa)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 1977
from USP. He also has a Master of Arts degree
from the Simon Frazer University in Canada. Mr
Whiteside is an Economist by profession and is
the former Governor of the Reserve Bank of Fiji.

Graduated in 1978 with a Bachelor of Arts
in Education and Geography from USP and
received her PhD from the University of
Auckland in 2004. Dr Tanielu is a writer and
has authored books on literacy and classroom
teaching concepts.

Stephen Williams (Australia)

Sunia Manu Fili (Tonga)

Graduated in 1984 with a Bachelor of Arts in
Social Science in. He received a Gold medal
for being the best graduate in Social Sciences.
Stephen is currently an Independent consultant
for Non-Profit Organisation Management .

Graduated in 1989 with a Bachelor of Arts in
Economics and Accounting a Certificate in
Legal studies in 1995 from and a Masters in
Business Administration (MBA) in 2017 from
USP. He is currently the Manager for Niuloa
Investments in Tonga.

Mele Paea (Tonga)

Lemalama Taaloga Faasalaina
(Samoa)

Graduated with a Bachelor of Arts majoring in
Education and Economics in 1997 from USP.
Mele also received her Masters (2008) and her
PhD in Management (2016) from the Victoria
University of Wellington. She is currently
an Innovation & Research Development
Coordinator at USP.

Graduated in 1990 with a Bachelor of Science,
and then worked at Extension Services,
(USP-Suva). She is currently the Government
Statistician and Chief Executive Officer of the
Samoa Bureau Statistics.

Beney Kelen (Marshall Islands)

Tomwa Tehumu (Kiribati)

Graduated in 2003 with a Diploma in Early
Childhood Education, Bachelor of Education
in 2010 and Master of Education in 2014. As a
kindergarten specialist, Beney often visits Early
Childhood Centres in Majuro to observe what
the teachers are doing and to update them on
new concepts.

Graduated in 2008 with a Postgraduate
Diploma for General Managers Business
Administration, Management. He also has
a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and
Government; Sociology from the Brigham Young
University - Hawaii in 2000. Tomwa was formerly
the CEO of the Government of Kiribati.

Dr Jeffery Garae (Vanuatu)

Dr Edgar Pollard
(Solomon Islands)

Graduated in 2010 with a Bachelor of Science,
then in 2015 a Postgraduate Diploma in
Computer Science from USP. He also received
his Master of Cyber Security in 2015 and his
PhD in Computer Science.

Graduated in 2010 with a Bachelor of Science
then a Master in Science in 2014 from USP.
Edgar is currently working as a Terrestrial
Ecologist for Pacific Horizons Consultancy
Group Ltd.
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Happy
Christmas
&
a Prosperous
2019
From the Alumni Unit
Strategic Partnerships, Advancement
& Communications Office
USP Laucala Campus, Suva, Fiji

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork
www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin

