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ALUMNUS APPOINTED AS 
INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL  
COURT COUNSEL

VICE-CHANCELOR & PRESIDENT VIDEO LOG LINK AND SUMMARY | https://youtu.be/cKhi3ltGpos
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The University of the South Pacific (USP) 
alumnus, Ana Tuiketei-Bolabiu has been 
named the first Pacific counsel to the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) in The 
Hague. 

She completed her studies at USP, grad-
uating with her Bachelor of Laws (LLB) 
degree in 2005 and her Professional Di-
ploma in Legal Practice (PDLP) in 2006. 
Apart from being listed as an ICC Counsel, 
she is the Deputy Director of the Institute 
of Small and Micro States (UK), a World 
Rugby Judicial Officer, a Sessional Lectur-
er at the University of Fiji and Fiji National 
University and a Board Member for nu-

merous Fijian organisations such as the 
Fiji Chamber of Commerce & Industry, 
Save the Children’s Fund, Fijian Holdings 
Ltd, FML and Fiji Exporters Council and is 
a proud Pacific Advocate.

She recalls her time at USP, and how it 
exposed her to a lifetime of friendships 
and networks within the region that are 
helpful in her professional life. “I can con-
fidently say that if I travelled to any Pa-
cific destination I would meet a colleague 
from USP irrespective of nationality.I 
also loved the fact that the law school 
programme covers Pacific island coun-
tries' jurisdictions and legal development 
helping me develop as a better lawyer 
and a better human being.”

Ms Tuiketei-Bolabiu also says that USP 
promoted and highlighted regional patri-
otism through their various campus pro-
grammes. She learnt about other Pacific 
cultures and how to appreciate unity in 
diversity, not conformity. In addition to 
getting her qualifications, she also learnt 
soft skills like people management, be-
ing flexible, being creative in solution in-
novation, and cultural sensitivity when it 
comes to communication.

As an advocate “I love what I do as I am 
in the business of finding solutions and 
adding value irrespective of the various 
hats, I wear. I am passionate about re-
storative justice, law reform and interna-
tional human rights”, she added.

Continuous learning is a vital skill to aug-
ment your mindset, here are some of the 
books, and podcasts Ms Tuiketei-Bolabiu 
recommends the following books and 
podcasts: Becoming - Michelle Obama; 
Rich Dad Poor Dad - Robert Kiyosaki & 
Sharon Lechter and Getting Things Done: 
The Art of Stress-Free Productivity - Da-

vid Allen, and podcasts: World Bank, ADB, 
Asia Global Leadership Newsletter, Red 
Table Talk, Oprah Winfrey O Magazine, 
Uebert Angel; and she also closely fol-
lows pages of global influencers and in-
spirational political leaders.

She says, “I am living my life more abun-
dantly, continuously adding value in ev-
erything I put my hands on and in my 
various leadership roles promoting the 
goodness of the Pacific Region”.

Ana Tuiketei-Bolabiu
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Tuvalu Prime Minister is USP Alumnus

Tuvalu Prime Minister is USP Alumnus

USP alumnus, Honourable Kausea 
Natano is the thirteenth (13th) Prime 
Minister of Tuvalu and was voted into 
Prime Ministership on 19 Septem-ber, 2019 by ten (10) of the country’s 

16 Members of Parliament to form a 
new government. He also serves as a 
Member of Parliament for Funafuti, 
the capital Tuvalu.
Prime Minister  Kausea Natano is  a 
prestigious alumnus of The Universi-ty of the South Pacifi c (USP); where he 

obtained his Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in Management in 1999.Before entering politics, Natano was 

Director of Customs and also served 
as Assistant Secretary in the Ministry 
of Finance and Economic Planning, 

and has been a high-profi le cham-pion for action on climate change, 
co-chairing the United Nations cli-mate change summit in 2014 and 

has vowed to continue the country’s 
climate change advocacy. He said his 
government will carry on Tuvalu’s 
leadership in the climate arena.“Tuvalu is in the frontline of the cli-mate fi ght, and as a country we have 

contributed the least to global emis-sions, but we still do our part to im-plement Paris Agreement and reduce 
our reliance on fossil fuels,” Prime 
Minister Natano said.
In the current government, Climate 
Change is allocated under the Minis-try of Finance in order to better drive 

capacity building activities, and to 
focus on adaptation and mitigation 
from the effects of Climate Change.Climate Change, and sea water level 

rise in particular is a serious issue for 
Tuvalu as the highest point of eleva-tion on Tuvalu is just 4.50 metres, and 

the average elevation is just 1.80 me-tres above sea level. This makes Tuva-lu vulnerable to rising sea levels.“As we have said often, if we save Tu-valu, we save the world,’’ said Pacifi c 
Islands Forum Chair, Prime Minister 
Natano.
Prime Minister Natano is also Tu-valu’s longest-serving Member of 

Parliament, who also has previous-ly held ministerial appointments 
in Communications, Transport, and 
Public Utilities. He has also served as 
the country’s Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Communications in 
former Prime Minister Willy Telavi’s 
Cabinet.

Prime Minister of Tuvalu Kausea Natano 
(Photo Credit: Tuvalu Government)

Tuvalu is the 
frontline of 
the climate 

country we have contributed the 

but we still 
do our part to implement Paris and reduce our reliance on fossil fuels.”
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Her Excellency Reteta Rimon is the Kiribati 

High Commissioner to Fiji and well known for 

advocating for climate change for Kiribati and 

the Pacific Islands. 

She came to The University of the South Pacific 

(USP) to do her Diploma in Education in 1978 

on a Fiji government scholarship and later 

completed a Bachelor of Arts in History and 

Politics in 1987. The present Vice-Chancellor 

and President, Professor Rajesh Chandra was 

one of her Lecturers along with Professor Konai 

Thaman, Professor Vijay Naidu, and Professor 

Subramani. 

She states her years at USP as the most 

enjoyable time of her life. During her time at the 

University she was part of the USP choir which 

was similar to the present day Pasifika Voices. It 

had members from different countries and HE 

Rimon remembers travelling to Niue, Tonga, 

Samoa, and American Samoa to sing and dance 

to showcase the multiculturalism and diversity of 

the University. 

She worked as a High School teacher in Fiji for 

thirteen (13) years after her graduation before 

moving to Kiribati as an Assistant Secretary 

in Foreign Affairs. That started her journey in 

International Relations. 

She felt inspired working in Kiribati. “Kiribati is 

a small country and your contribution is more 

valued and you feel you are really making a 

difference.” 

Talking about climate change, HE Rimon says, 

“Climate change is a global issue but affects 

countries with different degrees especially those 

such as Kiribati and Tuvalu that are low lying.” 

This complicates the equation even more since 

the proposal of relocation is on the table for the 

people of Kiribati. She echos what all Pacific 

Islanders would identify with – “We have a 

spiritual connection to the land. It’s part of us.” 

No one would be keen to leave a place they want 

to stay in which is why HE Rimon and the Kiribati 

government are looking at other options. 

“We are trying to maintain our islands by getting 

outside innovations, technical assistance, and 

financial support to help us keep the islands.” 

HE Rimon is working closely with the international 

counterparts exploring all options to tackle 

climate change. “Relocation is the last option. 

We don’t want to be refugees and are upskilling 

our people so they can be easily marketable 

overseas. So that they will not be looked down 

upon as burden – so that they can contribute to 

their adopted country.”

On the University, HE Rimon says, “USP is region’s 

premier institution. USP will continue to be very 

important in addressing the contemporary 

issues as long as it remains relevant in kinds of 

programmes it offers and the quality.” 

Aptly she mentions, “we are young nations but 

we need to catch up very quickly. We don’t want 

to be left behind. We need to assert ourselves as 

masters of our own destiny.” 

She  has spent twelve (12) years as the High 

Commissioner to Fiji. 

HE Reteta Rimon

i-KIRIBATI ALUMNUS ADVOCATES  

FOR CLIMATE CHANGE
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Success Stories

Ms Tuiketei-Bolabiu continues to main-
tain a good relationship with USP over 
the years as she has been a regular 
guest lecturer at various USP Faculties 
and also has taught summer and winter 
courses at the School of Law for at least 
5 years.

She is also the only Fijian female accred-
ited World Rugby Judicial Officer and is 
one of only two women that are Ocean-

ic Judicial Officers and in 2017 she was 
awarded the Medal of the Order of Fiji for 
her contribution to Fiji. 

She has been involved in presenting be-
fore the Fiji Parliamentary Committees; 
drafting legislative reviews, strategic 
policies and industry negotiations for 
regional institutions. “I am passion-
ate about law reform and come with a 
wealth of experience, knowledge and 

extensive professional exposure not 
only limited to Fiji’s domestic public pol-
icy and private sector engagement but 
with a reasonable degree of regional 
professional perspective, engagement 
and experience” she added. 

We would like to thank Ms Tuiketei-Bola-
biu for her time and congratulate her on 
her ICC appointment. 

ACTON PTE LTD Fiji is a 100% Employee Owned, 100% Fijian 
Owned and 100% Employee Operated technology company. It 
was recently featured on Forbes 30 under 30 Asia. The founders 
of ACTON are USP alumni Sanjesh Kumar and Mukesh Lodhia. 

Sanjesh who completed his Bachelor of Science degree in 2013 
and Mukesh who completed his Bachelor of Science degree in 
2011 were also the first Fijians to be on Forbes 30 under 30 Asia, 
and amidst the Covid-19 crisis, they are providing uninterrupted 
support to businesses using digital technologies.

#ForbesUnder30 is a highly respected, competitive and sought 
after list that celebrates and recognises individuals who are 
leading, disrupting industries and tackling major global issues. 
Honorees were vetted by a panel of accomplished and globally 
acclaimed judges in each category.

The Fiji Entrepreneur magazine also featured ACTON, touting 
that the cloud-based business started from casual get-togeth-
ers to generating $800,000 in nine months.

In an interview to the Fiji Times, the alumni said that they look 
forward to pushing the boundaries of cloud, growing with their 
customers and helping to create a modern, well-connected so-
ciety.

We congratulate and wish Sanjesh, Mukesh, the employees and 
stakeholders of ACTON all the best in the future.

If you want to find out more about ACTON, you can check them 
out on these links:

www.forbes.com/profile/acton-fiji/#1c2dae7b13d6 

ACTON Fiji - https://actonfiji.com/

ALUMNI APPEARS ON FORBES 30 UNDER 30 ASIA 

Continued from Page 1
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What memories do you have of your 
University student life and what in-
spired you during your studies at USP?

When I was working and studying full 
time and had to balance things out en-
suring I gave my best and not second 
best. I had matured friends who were 
working part-time and studying the 
way they managed their time with work, 
study and family inspired me. They in-
spired me by showing me that I can do 
much better than I was at that time. I 
wanted to challenge myself to study and 
work full time and guess what? It was a 
moment of realisation where I began to 
understand my capabilities and what I 
could achieve. I also believe I can still do 
way more.

Why did you choose USP and your field 
of study?

Initially, I wanted to be a Doctor but this 
changed when I went to high school. We 
couldn’t afford the Science Stream so I 
had to settle with Commerce. 

I applied stating I wanted to study Ac-
counting and Finance but changed my 
mind when I discovered that the Univer-
sity offered Geospatial Science under 
the Land Use Planning and Geography 
programmes. Geospatial Science was 
something other than medicine I've been 
wanting to study mainly because it is 
very rare in the Pacific so right there and 
then, I was confident I'm up to something 
special.

How did USP prepare you in your 
career?

Being a student has taught me a lot of 
things especially in terms of indepen-
dence, time management, financial bud-
geting (something that most students 
find it difficult), goal setting and most 
of all to have a purpose in life and work 
towards. I always had this thinking that 
one should always “aim for the sky” but 
I made up my own that I can reach the 
“stars beyond the sky”. Also, USP has 

equipped me with all the knowledge and 
skills I need to be a successful GIS and 
Remote Sensing practitioner so I can go 
out there and contribute to our beloved 
Fiji.

Describe your present job and what 
you enjoy about it.

At the moment I am part of the COVID 
19 Incident Management Team (IMT) 
based at the Ministry of Health and 
Medical Services serving our country to 
fight against COVID 19. It’s a pleasure to 
use my talents and skills to contribute 
towards the effective management and 
responses of COVID 19 in our country. I 
do enjoy this, it’s something different to 
what I normally do and has opened my 
mind to GIS has a lot to offer in Public 
Health.

What literature or subscriptions 
would you recommend for graduates 
books/blogs/magazines)?

My advice is to read journals related to 
your field of study/work. There’s a lot 
of research going on that presents new 
findings which you can either recom-
mend to employers or improve and add 
as a build-up to your skills. They will 
come in handy one time and I have expe-
rienced this so many times.

Where do you see yourself in five (5) 
years (career and or personal goals)?

To be somewhere, where I can develop 
the knowledge and skills I have to solve 
geospatial problems that allows me to 
serve Fiji and the Pacific Region.

Please share three tips that you 
think would be important for current 
students and recent graduates that 
will help them start out on their career 
paths.

1. Start your career with an internship. 
This is where you get to understand 
in applying what you’ve learnt in  
real-life scenarios. 

2. Be creative and innovative as this will 
market your skills.

3. Don’t be too comfortable with what 
you currently have, have a dying 
thirst for more.

What has your involvement been with 
the University since you graduated? 
(Or how would you like to be involved?)

I have been assisting the Geospatial Sci-
ence students with their final year proj-
ects and mentoring to ensure they are 
well guided.

Vilimone Koiroko Raqona › Fiji 
Bachelor of Arts – Land Use Planning & Geography, 2015
Masters of Applied Science – Geographic Information Science
(GIS) Specialist – COVID 19 IMT
Ministry of Health and Medical Services, Fiji
 

Vilimone Raqona's dashboard project showing COVID-19 confirmed case updates 
- Ministry Of Health & Medical Services Fiji Islands.



 

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork
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Where are they now?

Professor 
Ravi Naidu

Graduation
• Bachelor of Science (1975) from USP
• Master of Science (1979) from USP
• Master of Science in Soil Chemistry from the 

University of Aberdeen, UK
• PhD (1985) from Massey University, New 

Zealand
Country: Fiji
Occupation
• Global Innovation Chair & Director of GCER. 
• Managing Director and CEO of the Cooperative 

Research Centre for Contamination 
Assessment and Remediation of the 
Environment (CRC CARE)

Emele 
Biukoto

Graduation 
• Dip in Education (1973)
• Bachelor of Education (Primary) (2000) from 

USP
• Postgraduate Diploma in Education (2003) 

from USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
• Education Management Professional
• Formerly worked as a lecturer at the Lautoka 

Teachers’ College.

Mere Vadei

Graduation
• Bachelor of Science /Graduate Certificate in 

Education (1983) from USP
• Postgraduate Diploma in Education (1997) 

from USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Assessment Officer at the Educational Quality 
and Assessment Program, SPC

Mosese 
Natuilagilagi

Graduation 
• Diploma in Education (1983) from USP
• Bachelor of Arts (1994) from USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Lecturer at Fiji National University

Lawrence 
Sammy

Graduation
• Bachelor of Arts (1994) from USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Director, Owner - Port Coquitlam, British 
Columbia, Canada 

John Jack

Graduation
• Bachelor of Science in Computer Science 

(1999) from USP
• Masters in Information Technology and 

Systems (2013) from the University of 
Canberra

Country: Vanuatu
Occupation
Deputy Chief Information Officer
Vanuatu Government

La-Toya Lee

Graduation
• Bachelor of Arts (2016) from USP
Country: Samoa 
Occupation
Communications Assistant Officer of the Central 
Bank of Solomon Islands/Women Deliver Young 
Leader

Umesh 
Radhika 
Prasad

Graduation
• Postgraduate Certificate in Human Resource 

Management(2014) from USP
• Postgraduate Diploma for General Managers 

(2014) from USP
• Master of Business Admin (2014) from USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Programme Officer - Scope Global, Baoro and 
Associates.

Natasha 
Eddie

Graduation
• Bachelor of Arts (2016) from USP
Country: Solomon Islands 
Occupation
Communications Assistant Officer of the Central 
Bank of Solomon Islands/Women Deliver Young 
Leader

Freda 
Wickham

Graduation
• Postgraduate Certificate in Human Resource 

Management(2014) from USP
• Postgraduate Diploma for General Managers 

(2014) from USP
• Master of Business Admin (2014) from USP
Country: Solomon Islands
Occupation
Programme Officer - Scope Global, Baoro and 
Associates.
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Stay 
Connected 

to USP, 
your 

Alma 
Mater!

Or into the following Bank account with “Alumni Fund” in the narrative:

Name of Account: The University of the South Pacific
Main Account #: 9801283301
Bank:  Westpac Banking Corporation
Address: Suva Branch1 Thomson Street Suva FIJI
Branch/Swift code: WPACFJFX
BSP or IDN #: 039001

Online cntributions which can be made 
using the following link: 

www.usp.ac.fj/onlinepayment

twitter.com/USPAlumniwww.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin

Our professional network provides opportunities 
make new business contacts, obtain referrals, view 
professional profiles of other alumni and inform 
other USP alumni of your professional endeavours. 

Register Online:  
www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

Contact Details T: +679 3232914 E: alumni@usp.ac.fj 
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Be READY to fight #COVID19

ONLINEPROGRAMMES

moodle
chooSeyour course

ONLINE 
TUTOR

ONLINE 
classes

learn from 

anywhere

Make education  
your priority
USP has a strong and a successful 
track record in open, flexible and 
technology-enhanced learning with 
over 30 years of experience.

Experience online learning at its best.

E: helpdesk@student.usp.ac.fj   
CALL TOLL FREE  
ON 1568 (for Fiji) 
(679) 3231000 FOR  
OTHER CAMPUSES
 

enrol
now
FOR

 SEMESTER 2, 
2020

OBTAIN
QUALITY 

EDUCATION
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