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ALUMNUS AWARDED FOUR GOLD
MEDALS IN CEREMONY

Branesh Prakash
Mr Branesh Prakash, an Alumnus of The
University of the South Pacific’s Faculty of
Business and Economics (FBE), received
four Gold Medals during USP’s Medals and
Awards Ceremony in September 2020.
The awards include the Vice-Chancellor
and President’s All-Rounder Gold Medal
for the Best Combined Academic Performance and Record of Service to the Community, Most Outstanding Bachelor of
Commerce Graduate, Most Outstanding
Graduate with a major in Economics and
Most Outstanding Graduate with a major
in Mathematics.

Branesh adds that USP offers numerous
opportunities to participate and be involved in seminars and forums, debates,
learning support services and student
association activities, which are incredibly beneficial and allow one to give back
to the wonderful community. Beyond his
academic courses, Branesh has many fun
memories related to working alongside
bright and wonderful peers, whether it
was brainstorming ideas for debates or
during their volunteering work in organising and running their own events or assisting in school organised ones. “Also,

Branesh, a Graduate Actuarial Analyst at
BSP Life, works within a team of intelligent individuals, where their primary role
is to assess, monitor, make recommendations relevant to, and report on the risks
the business insures.

I will always treasure my memories of
running mentoring sessions while I was a
student peer mentor with FBE as it was a
gratifying experience to give tips, and inspire and challenge my mentees to develop learning strategies and take ownership
of their learning”, he said.

His involvement in this complex task includes doing a variety of data analysis and
assisting in preparing reports and making
recommendations. He enjoys his work as
there is a lot of scope for learning and it

Before enrolling in USP, Branesh was the
DUX at both the primary and high school
he attended. He was also the national topper in Fiji Year 12 Certificate Examination
in 2014.
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gives him the opportunity to work with
other areas of the business to play a role
in assisting financial innovation and widening insurance penetration in Fiji. “We
also get the opportunity to do professional actuarial exams from the United Kingdom, which are a great way to boost your
knowledge and skills,” he added.
Branesh has many fond memories of his
University student life. While it required
dedication and hard work, he remembers
the long hours spent during the day and
night on doing assignments, studying,
trying to figure out concepts and solving
problems. This he came to ultimately enjoy as he was learning subjects he was
passionate about. He commented that
the learning experience at USP is enriching, with courses which challenge critical
thinking and emphasise excellence and a
Pacific focus.
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As a high school student, he engaged in
many activities, some of which included:
• Participating in many inter-form debates in high school. These were really
fun working in teams and debating on
interesting issues, and were very helpful in building research, writing and
speaking skills;
• Taking part in activities such as the
Fiji Team Mathematics Competition in
years 6-13, the nationally broadcasted
Calcul8 competition in years 8 and 11
and the Students in Parliament project
in year 13. Through this, they received
■ Continued on Page 2
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Success Stories
■ Continued from Page 1
the opportunity to have a session in
the parliament;
• Holding various leadership roles in
school, including receiving the prestigious responsibility of being one of the
head prefects in years 8 and 13.
Branesh’s personal inspiration has always been his family. He has always valued learning and doing things thoroughly
and to the best of his ability, which were
motivating factors during his studies.
During his time at university, he gained
an appreciation of the “Pacific identity”
and became motivated to contribute to

the Pacific’s future and development.

countless number of people”.

As a high achiever, many have asked
him what his secret was. While he found
that to be a difficult question to answer
because different strategies work for
different people, he believes that a combination of consistency, being passionate about what you’re doing or learning,
seeking help when needed and involving
yourself in other events and activities
of your interest are crucial. He added,
“Above all, it’s important to recognise
and value the mountain of support that is
rooting for you. Where I am today would
not have been possible if it weren’t for a

Dedication: I would dedicate my successes to my mom (Naynish Lata Prakash),
dad (Prakash) and my sister (Pranisha).
Their overwhelming support and belief
in me have been crucial to all my accomplishments. I am also deeply grateful to
all my teachers throughout school and
university, to my mentors at university
who had a wealth of advice and support
to give, to all my friends and colleagues
with whom I have made many cherished
memories and of course, to God for giving us all strength and life.

ALUMNUS LEADS FIJI STOCK EXCHANGE
Mr Pretesh Prasad, an Alumnus of The
University of the South Pacific (USP),
was appointed as the Acting Chief Executive Officer (CEO) for South Pacific Stock
Exchange (SPX) in July 2020. Mr Prasad
completed his Bachelor of Arts Majoring
in Accounting & Financial Management
and Economics (2008), a Post Graduate
Certificate in Business Administration,
Financial Management (2015) and a Post
Graduate Diploma in Business Administration, Advanced Analytical Skills (2016)
from USP.
Some of Mr Prasad's memories as a student at USP consisted of meeting people
from different backgrounds and making
lifelong friends with people having similar ambitions; Meeting strict deadlines
to complete assignments for maximum
marks and ultimately a good grade and
graduating with a degree and walking
across the graduation hall being proud of
that accomplishment.
Mr Prasad chose to study Accounting,
Finance and Economics as he had been
good with numbers and calculations in
high school. And while considering his
further education, Finance was relevant
given his profession as an analyst and a
business development executive which
revolved around understanding and analysing various stock market data and financial statements for listed entities.
As a student, he was inspired by observing certain senior representatives in the
corporate arena, aspiring to become like
them in the near future.
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keting of the SPX Group in Fiji and internationally.
Three (3) tips Mr Prasad would like to
share with new graduates, or with those
looking to establish themselves in their
careers:
• Maintain discipline and be organised –
this will take you far and ensure you are
able to manage your lectures, personal
study time, meet assignment deadlines
and also have some fun time with your
peers;
• Develop a sense of purpose – you may
not be able to score all A+ but you can
be clearer on how your academic pursuits create a meaningful long-term
achievement for you and those around
you;

Mr Pretesh Prasad
Mr Prasad has worked for SPX since April
2008 where he has held various positions.
He started as a Market Analyst and was
promoted to Manager Operations, then to
a Business Development Manager. He has
also held the position of Company Secretary for the SPX.
His current role as the Acting CEO is associated with providing a general oversight
of all operational activities to ensure the
smooth and efficient functioning of the
SPX Group. It also includes effectively
managing the SPX Group’s human and financial resources and the effective mar-

• See challenges as opportunities and
never stop learning - work smart and
be long-term focused. You may need
to start at the bottom of the corporate
ladder to be able to develop cross-functional skills that are critical for future
leadership and/or management roles.
Mr Prasad said the following about USP,
“Choose study areas that you are passionate about as USP provides a very
good platform and a solid foundation to
become a recognised graduate mainly
because of its robust teaching methods
which promote self-development and
provides exposure to many real-life situations which prepares you well for a successful professional future.”

Alumni Profile

Eferemo Christopher Kubunavanua › FIJI
BA Geography and Marine Studies (2009)
Community Engagement Officer,
Wildlife Conservation Society, Fiji

What memories do you have of your
University student life and what inspired you during your studies at USP?

destroy the very thing that we human
beings and other living things depend on
to survive.

The best memories of being a student were the opportunity to meet new
friends from all over the Pacific. Many of
my university classmates have gone on
to various leadership and influential positions within their respective countries
and I still maintain contact with them via
the various social media platforms and
through email.

I was able to complete my undergraduate studies with the support of the Fijian
Affairs Board Scholarship.

The never-ending daylight sessions at
the lower campus was perhaps a great
highlight of uni life as we studied together for final exams and definitely eating
food that almost every university student lived/lives on (tuna, biscuit, noodles
and water if we had enough than maybe
a bottle of Pepsi or Coke from Cost ‘u’
Less (we nicknamed it Cost ‘u’ more) to
reflect our buying power as students.
I was most inspired by the great lecturers in my field (Geography and Marine
Studies). Each one of them contributed to
why I am doing the work that I am now.
Their hard-working ethic and knowledge
of their respective areas of work have
helped mould my thinking towards sustainable environmental management
and conservation.
Why did you choose USP and your field
of study?
I wanted to receive a quality education
and I knew that the USP could provide
me with this. The Annual ‘open day’ that
is hosted by the University also played a
huge part in my undertaking studies at
the USP.
My inclination towards studying Geography and Marine Studies was born out
of my passion and interest in the natural
world. Fiji is a small island nation with
limited resources compared to other
countries like PNG, Australia and New
Zealand. I wanted to learn how best to
maximise the opportunities free provided by mother nature without having to

How did USP prepare you in your career?
USP allowed me to be very appreciative of people that I come across in my
life every day. The field trips that I went
on as a student really opened my eyes
to the challenges of living in remote
communities and so I have always been
grateful for the opportunities that come
across me each day.
Describe your present job and what
you enjoy about it.
I work as a Community Engagement Officer. In my work, I support the development of district Ecosystem-Based Management (EBM) plans where the Wildlife
Conservation Society works in (Bua
Province, Wailevu district in Cakaudrove
Province, the islands of Koro and Ovalau
in Lomaiviti Province, Dawasamu district
in Tailevu province and Nakorotubu district in Ra. An Ecosystem-Based Management plan assists resource owners
and users to sustainably manage as well
as utilise their resources. The creation of
an EBM plan involves years of consultation with resources owners, users and
other stakeholders including the government, private business entities and
individuals. Through the EBM process,
we do mapping exercises for important
biologically significant areas as well as
other areas available for agricultural activities and other types of development
that each community wishes to pursue.
Working in and with communities is very
rewarding and to be able to bring about
a change in the mindset of individuals
with regards to environmental conservation is very rewarding indeed. Many of
the communities that I work in have seen
the benefits brought about through the

implementation of their EBM plans (increase in fish and other marine invertebrates in the fishing grounds, improved
waste management actions, reduction
in logging activities and increase in sustainable agriculture methods).
What literature or subscriptions would
you recommend for graduates (books/
blogs/magazines)?
For those in my field, I would definitely
recommend reading the Fisheries newsletter produced by the Pacific Community (SPC). It has very interesting updates
on the latest developments and stories
about Fisheries from all over the Pacific.
Where do you see yourself in five (5)
years (career and or personal goals)?
I’d like to think that I will continue supporting communities in Fiji and the Pacific region on best practices for maintaining a balanced approach towards natural
resource use and management.
Please share three tips that you think
would be important for current students and recent graduates that will
help them start out on their career
paths.
a) Make as many friends as possible
(not on Facebook) but in real life. Your
personal and professional networks
become useful once you begin work
b) If you are able, take up an internship
within one of the support services of
the university to start building up on
your work experience
c) Be adventurous – it makes working
life less stressful
What would you tell someone who's
considering USP?
Getting a qualification from the USP
opens doors to a world of opportunities.
The university is a melting pot of different cultures from all over the world. Why
go overseas when everyone overseas is
coming home to the Pacific.

USP ALUMNI NEWS

3

Where are they now?
1970

Makereta

Graduation
• Bachelor of Arts (1976), USP
• Bachelor of Laws (1984), The
University of New South Wales
• Master of Laws (2013), The Australian
National University
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Lawyer and Development Practitioner

Waqavonovono

Graduation
• Foundation Science (1986), USP
• Bachelor of Science (1992), USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Director at National Trust of Fiji

Graduation
• Bachelor of Arts (1974), USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Chair of Pacific Dialogue Ltd, Fiji

Jone
Dakuvula

1980

Elizabeth
Erasito

Jagdish
Narayan

Graduation
• Bachelor of Science in Chemistry and
Biology (1993), USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Director of Secondary Education,
Ministry of Education Fiji

1990

Iosefo
Masivue

Lavenie
Tawake
Graduation
• Bachelor of Arts (2006), USP
Country: Vanuatu
Occupation
R&A Manager, ANZ Vanuatu

Jessica
Tiningkon

Graduation
• Bachelor of Science in Environmental
Science (1997), USP
• Postgraduate Diploma Environmental
Science (2002), USP
• Master of Science (2008), USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Environmental Project Manager, USP

Graduation
• Bachelor of Arts (2004), USP
• Master of Business Administration
(2009), USP
Country: Kiribati
Occupation
Talents and Culture Business Partner at
ANZ Kiribati

Temarewe
Titon

Graduation
• Bachelor of Arts (2014), USP
Country: Marshall Islands
Occupation
Howitzer Section Chief, United States
Army

Hyunwoo
Ji
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2000

Graduation
• Bachelor of Arts (1989), USP
• Master of Business Administration
(2002), University of Southern
Queensland
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Finance & Administration Manager
at Gracemere Surveying & Planning
Consultants Pty Ltd, Australia
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Graduation
• Bachelor of Commerce (2019), USP
Country: Fiji
Occupation
Accounts Payables Specialist - Neptune
Pacific Line, Fiji

Simrana
Khan

Stay
Connected
to USP,
your

Alma
Mater!

Our professional network provides opportunities
make new business contacts, obtain referrals, view
professional profiles of other alumni and inform
other USP alumni of your professional endeavours.

Register Online:
www.usp.ac.fj/alumni

Contact Details T: +679 3232914 E: alumni@usp.ac.fj

www.facebook.com/USPAlumniNetwork

twitter.com/USPAlumni

www.usp.ac.fj/alumnilinkedin

Or into the following Bank account with “Alumni Fund” in the narrative:

Online cntributions which can be made
using the following link:

www.usp.ac.fj/onlinepayment

Name of Account:
Main Account #:
Bank:
Address:
Branch/Swift code:
BSP or IDN #:

The University of the South Pacific
9801283301
Westpac Banking Corporation
Suva Branch1 Thomson Street Suva FIJI
WPACFJFX
039001
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Make
Education
Your
Priority

USP CALL CENTRE
Mondays – Fridays f rom 8am-8pm
Saturday f rom 11am-4pm

CALL FREE
on 1568

If you have any difficulty in accessing your Moodle shell, or any
issue at all that may be preventing
you from continuing your classes,
please contact us.

from any Digicel,
Vodafone or
Telecom Fiji phone

Email: helpdesk@student.usp.ac.fj;
moodlehelp@usp.ac.fj
or evonne.inia@usp.ac.fj
REGIONAL STUDENTS can contact their
Campus Directors:
www.usp.ac.fj/campuses for assistance.

The continuous assessments in your courses are being designed flexibly,
so it is not too late to resume.

USP - SHAPING
PACIFIC FUTURES

ASPIRE
STUDY
ACHIEVE

CONTINUE WITH
QUALITY TERTIARY
EDUCATION HERE

T: 3231000
E: helpdesk@usp.ac.fj
Be READY to fight #COVID19
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