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1.0 Course Overview 
The University of the South Pacific International Commercial Aviation course has been developed 

for aviation professionals who are currently working in aviation and associated industries and 

for students seeking a career in the aviation and tourism industries. This course complements the 

training and educational requirements for pilots, aircraft engineers, air traffic controllers, safety 

regulators, government employees, commercial managers, airport operators in terms of their 

workplace duties and associated legal and regulatory responsibilities. This course also provides 

a general overview of the law and legal systems including contract and tort law and also areas of 

corporate and criminal law. Students undertaking aviation-related studies would also benefit 

from this course as it presents all the areas of the law that impinge upon aviation activities. This 

first module provides an overview of how civil aviation is regulated by describing international 

conventions, in particular the Chicago Convention 1944, and international bodies, such as the 

International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), which have established internationally 

recognised standards. The module will also look at the various regulatory authorities in terms of 

their areas of responsibility. The various areas examined include: the authorities responsible for 

air safety, the providers of aviation services and those responsible for the regulation of 

competition in the State's aviation industry. The liberalisation of international aviation markets 

will also be examined. This is then followed by an account of how ICAO Standards and 

Recommended Practices (SARPs) are developed and implemented internationally. The module 

concludes by looking at the way in which the environment is protected from the adverse effects 

and operations of aircraft. 

 

2.0 Course Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this module, participants should be able to: 

1. Describe the way in which commercial aviation is regulated; 

2. Explain the importance of international aviation conventions; 

3. Identify and describe why ICAO was established; 

4. Chart the development and implementation of SARPs; and 

5. Identify the difference between multilateral and bilateral air services agreements. 

 

3.0 Course Details 
Starts: Monday, 9th June 2025 

Duration: 6 weeks, expect to spend at least 3 to 4 hours a week  

Fees: None 

Mode: Fully online with instructor. 

Classes: None. (All learning materials will be available online) 
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4.0 Course Schedule 
Week Content 

Week One 

 

The Regulation of Aviation 

• Unique Aspects of Commercial Aviation  
• Fundamentals of Regulation 

Week Two 

 

Development of Aviation Regulation 
• First Manned Flight 
• Special Permits and Safety Regulations 
• Development of Aviation Regulation 
• Powered Flights - Pre and Post World War 1 
• Development of Aviation Law 
• The Creation of Air Law to Regulate Aviation 
• Reservations to Treaties 
• Paris Convention 1919 
• Sovereignty 

Week Three 

 

Chicago Convention 1944 
• Chicago convention 1944 
• Safety and Technical Regulation - The Chicago Convention 
• Aircraft Nationality - The Chicago Convention 
• State Duties - The Chicago Convention 
• Duties Imposed Upon Aircraft - The Chicago Convention 
• Rights of Overflight and Traffic Rights - The Chicago 

Convention 
• Freedoms of the Air - The Chicago Convention 
• International Air Services Transit Agreement - The Chicago 

Convention 
• Discussion Exercise 
• ‘Two Freedoms’ Agreement 
• Civil and State Aircraft - The Chicago Convention 
• Safety and Technical Regulation 
• International Civil Aviation Organization Annex 
• Safety and Technical Standards 

Week Four 

 

Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) 
• Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) 
• Development of SARPs 
• ICAO as a Dispute Resolution Body 
• India vs Pakistan (1952) 
• United States vs France (1978) 
• Discussion Exercise 
• Commercial and Economic Regulation 
• Deregulation 
• Open Skies 
• Bilateral Agreements 
• International Air Transport Association 
• Environmental Regulation 

Weeks Five - Six 
 

Module Quiz 
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5.0 Course Completion – Certificate of Participation 
This course offers a Certificate of Completion. To be eligible for a Certificate, participants need 

to: 

i. Attempt and score at least 50% or more in the final quiz. 

All certificates will be issued during the last week of the course.  

6.0 Course Team 
1. Course Instructor and Facilitator 

Professor Ronald Bartsch AM 

Mr Ming Li 

 

2. Learning Experience Design and Development Team 

Mojito Jione – email openedu@usp.ac.fj for any technical issues. 
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