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Abstract

“The Australian colonies displayed expansionist tendencies almost from the beginning” is a pointed 
statement, and there is evidence that Australia exerted its influence on and expanded its spheres of 
interest to neighbouring territories in Melanesia and in the Pacific region as a whole almost from 
the beginning of its existence. This article gives an overview about Australia acting as a hegemonic 
power in the Pacific Islands before World War I, its engagement in the decades afterwards, and its 
regional political involvement recently, perceived and interpreted from a European viewpoint.
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