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genetic loss in food crops in the Pacific:
Socio-economic causes and Policy issues

Clement A. Tisdell

abSTracT

Genetic diversity of traditional food crops is declining in the Pacific Islands. Background information 
on the evolution of the diversity of these crops is provided, socioeconomic reasons for this loss are 
outlined, the economic consequences of this loss are analysed, and the economic benefits and costs 
of conserving crop varieties is examined. The potential economic benefits foregone by failing to 
conserve a crop variety are shown to depend on the nature of the demand function for the crop’s 
production. The economics associated with the conservation of crop diversity by in situ and ex situ 
methods are discussed. 
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