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Editorial
This issue of the newsletter focuses largely on PIMRIS activities. On 15-16
November the joint PIMRIS Steering Committee / IAMSLIC Pacific Islands
Regional Group (PIRG) Meeting was held in Suva, Fiji. A total of 22
PIMRIS and PIRG members, observers and invited guests from seven
Pacific countries and Australia attended the successful meeting, a brief
report of which is included in this issue. The meeting was followed by a
one-day Training Workshop in Marine Information Management and Peter
Murgatroyd (SPREP) and Eleanor Kleiber (SPC) share their personal
reflections on the workshop in this newsletter. The issue also presents
information on recent publications, websites as well as regional and
international activities.
Wishing you all a Happy New Year!
Maria Kalenchits, PIMRIS Coordinator
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--- Opinions expressed in articles included in the PIMRIS Newsletter do not necessarily represent those of any participants. ---

Joint 13th PIMRIS Steering Committee Meeting /IAMSLIC Pacific
Islands Regional Group Meeting
A summary report

th

The 13 PIMRIS Steering Committee Meeting / IAMSLIC PIRG Meeting was held from 15-16
November at the Audio Satellite Communication Room of the Distance and Flexible Learning Centre
of the University of the South Pacific, Suva, Fiji. Conducted via USPNet, the meeting was attended by
a total of 22 PIMRIS participants, observers and invited guests.

Sitting from left to right: Frances Chute (PIMRIS CU), Sin Joan Yee (University Librarian, USP), Esther
Williams (Acting Vice-Chancellor, USP), Eleanor Kleiber (SPC), Pip Cohen (ReefBase)
Standing from left to right: Maria Vaofanua (American Samoa, Dept. of Marine and Wildlife
Resources), Eddie Marahare (FFA), Verenaisi Bavadra (SPC, Suva), Suzie Davies (Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park Authority, Australia; IOC IODE GEMIM Chair), Ulusapeti Tiitii (Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries, Samoa), Teata Haua Nga (Ministry of Marine Resources, Cook Islands), Maria
Kalenchits (PIMRIS Coordinator), Dorene Naidu (SOPAC), George Matutu (Ministry of Marine
Resources, Cook Islands), Vina Ram-Bidesi (School of Marine Studies, USP), Joeli Veitayaki (Head of
School of Marine Studies, USP), Peter Murgatroyd (SPREP), Sikela Ulumutu (Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment, Tuvalu), Jean-Paul Gaudechoux (SPC).
Not pictured, participated part of the meeting: Chris Hammond-Thrasher (USP Systems Librarian),
Asenaca Valemei (ReefBase).
Participated via radio satellite room at USP Samoa Center – Vaiola Maiava (FAO-SAPA).

Opening Address was presented by Dr. Esther Williams, Acting Vice-Chancellor, USP; Dr.
Williams welcomed the participants of the meeting and gave a brief background of PIMRIS and the
role it plays in the region.
Dr. Joeli Veitayaki, Head of School of Marine Studies, USP and Mrs. Sin Joan Yee, the University
Librarian, also welcomed the participants and voiced their commitment to supporting PIMRIS activities.
Joan commented on the increase of participants this year due to the Taiwan/ROC Assistance Project
funding that not only made it possible for the meeting to be held but for three participants from regional
Fisheries Departments to attend.

The PIMRIS Coordinator also welcomed the participants of the meeting and expressed confidence
that this joint meeting will promote closer cooperation between information networks established in the
Pacific region and worldwide; it will also contribute to strengthening the Pacific Islands Marine
Resources Information System.

Review of Minutes of 2005 PIMRIS Steering Committee Meeting and
Matters Arising
Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted by the participants without any amendments or
corrections made. The agenda of the Meeting was adopted with a few minor corrections. A summary
th
of all recommendations and actions made at 12 PIMRIS Steering Committee Meeting was reviewed
by participants. Participants agreed to discuss specific matters under the appropriate items of the
Agenda [see below – Ed.]

Country and Agency Reports
All country and agency representatives highlighted major points from their reports (reports for Cook
Islands and Samoa are included in this issue).
While agency libraries are well
equipped, have qualified staff and
budget, the regional marine and
fisheries
libraries
suffer
from
inadequate
support
from
their
respective governments. Lack of
equipment and space for collections,
no professional staff, slow or lack of
internet connection, insecurity from
natural disasters are just some of the
problems listed in country reports.
Almost all of the libraries indicated their
need for training and technical
assistance. The Tuvalu participant presented a project proposal for the establishment of a Fisheries
Information Centre in the country. The existing library is a single room with limited space of about 20
2
m ; most of the collection is kept in boxes due to the lack of space and library furniture. External donor
funding is needed to cover 70% of the total projected costs.
The issue of FFA confidential reports was raised and discussed at a previous meeting where it was
recommended that a review be undertaken when possible to improve accessibility to the reports. At
this meeting the issue was raised again. Eddie Marahare
reported that the confidential status of FFA reports was
normally removed two years after publication. There are
some reports produced by FFA that are specific to
certain countries. These reports are also subject to the
two-year rule with the provision that their release or
change in status be subjected to the consent of the
country concerned.
Agency participants reported on several new information
products developed by their organizations:
• PEIN Digest – monthly e-digest of Pacific
environmental news and developments by SPREP
(http://www.sprep.org/publication/Digest.asp)
• Fisheries Digital Library by SPC – DVD versions and on-line electronic document repository of
SPC publications (http://www.spc.int/mrd/fishlib.php)
• Awareness materials and posters for the Pacific Islands and Territories (PICTs) fisheries
administrations and the general public;
• SOPAC Virtual Library (http://www.sopac.org/Data/virlib/index.html).
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Review of Current Activities
Publications
The trend towards electronic publications has strengthened in past years and more are available on
regional agency websites. Several participants undertake projects to digitize older print materials
(mainly institutional publications). The PIMRIS Newsletter is
distributed in print format to more than 150 recipients in the region
as well as worldwide in e-format via the IAMSLIC Distribution List;
the e-version is also available on the PIMRIS website. It was
agreed that the PIMRIS Newsletter should continue to be
published quarterly and participants will more actively contribute to
its’ content. Jean-Paul Gaudechoux (SPC) and Eddie Marahare
(FFA) have volunteered to write articles on SPC Digital library and
FFA library respectively.
Website development varies. Chris Nelson, previous PIMRIS
Coordinator, expanded the PIMRIS website and encouraged
regular contributions from all partners. Maria Kalenchits suggested
several updates for PIMRIS website (including the creation of a
special section for PIMRIS Steering Committee materials). Joan Yee recommended including the
PIMRIS Coordinator into USP Library Web Committee to promote timely updating of PIMRIS website.
PIMRIS participants are asked to provide PIMRIS CU with a copy of, or with a link to, the electronic
version of their departmental publications so that they can be added to the list of publications on the
PIMRIS website.
The meeting agreed that a PIMRIS leaflet should be prepared by the PIMRIS CU and 1000 copies to
be printed by SPC which will then be distributed across the region in 2008.

Regional Database (MOANA)
Moana – the database of Pacific marine resources has been
maintained by the PIMRIS CU for many years and currently
contains around 14,000 records. Participants discussed the
purpose, scope and coverage of Moana, taking into account the
number of similar projects in the region (SOPAC, SPREP, SPC
Digital Library). The problem of duplication of digitization efforts
was raised. All participants agreed that Moana needs to refocus to fulfill the functions of a regional digital repository
for published and unpublished documents produced by
regional marine and fisheries departments to provide
preservation, visibility and usage of those materials. The
new platform chosen for Moana is Greenstone e-repository software. PIMRIS participants are asked to
chase up relevant governmental publications for inclusion of full-text documents into the Moana erepository. Cooperation with, and support by, the heads of fisheries departments is essential for the
success of this initiative.

Training and Technical Assistance
Much attention was paid to PIMRIS training activities and technical assistance. The PIMRIS CU
carried out a survey of regional marine and fisheries libraries in August 2007 to identify six libraries to
be provided with technical equipment. Libraries and organizations that asked for the assistance are
Library of the Ministry of Marine Resources (Cook Islands), Library of the Fisheries Division (Kiribati),
Library of Marshall Islands Marine Resource Authority, Library of Samoa Fisheries Division, Library of
Tonga Ministry of Agriculture & Food, Library of the Department of Fisheries and Marine Research
(Solomon Islands), Library of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (Tuvalu). Funding for
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the equipment as well as to cover three in-country visits by the PIMRIS Coordinator in 2008 will be
provided by Taiwan/ROC Assistance.
The PIMRIS Coordination Unit is looking at organizing a regional Training Workshop back-to-back with
the IAMSLIC Conference in Suva, Fiji in September 2008. Peter Murgatroyd also informed participants
about planned SPREP training in DBTextWorks software.
Participants discussed the revision and updating of the Manual for Fisheries Libraries and agreed with
the suggestion by Peter Murgatroyd to view the publication as an on-line collection of
chapters/modules that could be applied to a range of settings and special libraries. Modules and
chapters should be regularly updated with the PDF files circulated to libraries. The Moana manual will
be prepared first and included in the PIMRIS related chapter.

External Relations
Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA)
ASFA is the largest bibliographic database in the world covering literature on marine, freshwater and
brackish water environments. It contains more than one million references, from 1971 onwards.
Every month thousands of new records are added by partners around the world. The international
network of ASFA Partners consists of: United Nations Co-sponsoring Partners (4), National (47) and
International (11) Partners, and the Publishing Partner (Cambridge Scientific Abstracts). PIMRIS
became an ASFA partner in 1997 and SPC in 2005. Non-contributors pay annual subscription fees to
access the database via the Internet, on CD-ROM or in print.
Involvement of South Pacific countries in ASFA activities was discussed. PIMRIS participants are
asked to provide PIMRIS CU or SPC with copies of publications by their agencies and departments so
that relevant records could be added to the database. Participants expressed concern about the lack
of access to the ASFA database for the majority of Pacific Island countries. It was agreed that PIMRIS
CU will investigate possibilities for Pacific LIFDCs (Low-Income Food-Deficit Countries) to join the
project aimed at distribution of ASFA CD-ROMs free-of-charge worldwide.
International Association of Marine Science Libraries and Information Centers
(IAMSLIC)
IAMSLIC is an association of individuals and organizations interested in aquatic and marine information
science. It began in 1975 with a meeting of American marine science librarians and now has members all over
the world, many of whom have formed “local” sections, such as the Pacific Islands Regional Group (PIRG).
Membership benefits include access to an email list and other online resources; a quarterly newsletter; search
access to a distributed Z39.50 database of marine library holdings; assistance with inter-library loans and
document delivery; eligibility to apply for financial assistance to attend regional and international IAMSLIC
conferences; and eligibility to vote.
th

The 34 IAMSLIC Annual Conference is scheduled to be held in Suva, Fiji 15-19 September 2008.
The Conference Planning Committee and Local Arrangements Committee have already started their
preparations for the forthcoming event. The PIMRIS Coordinator participated in the 2007 IAMSLIC
Conference in Sarasota, Florida, USA to promote the 2008 Conference venue and to familiarize
herself with IAMSLIC Conference standards and traditions. Many thanks go to IAMSLIC Pacific
Islands Regional Group members for financial support that made the trip possible (view the selection
of photographs made during the conference on p 11).
ReefBase Pacific Project
Reef Base Pacific project is a component of the Coral Reef Initiative for the South Pacific (CRISP) executed by
the WorldFish Centre. ReefBase Pacific aims to improve the quality and accessibility of data and information
for reef fisheries and coral reef research, management, conservation, and education in the Pacific region.
PIMRIS and ReefBase Pacific aim to share information in the form of PDF files between Moana and
ReefBase to avoid duplication of effort. The SPC librarian and ReefBase Pacific coordinator will work
together to develop a metadata standard acceptable to all parties.
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Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) and subsidiary bodies
The IOC was established by UNESCO in 1960 to provide a forum for global cooperation in the study of the
world’s oceans. It assists governments to address ocean and coastal problems through the sharing of knowledge,
information and technology and by coordinating national programs. IODE is a programme of IOC that
facilitates the exchange of oceanographic data and information between participating Member States by
developing standards, formats and methods for data sharing and building the capacity of member states to
participate the networks. Several expert groups, including one of the management of marine information (GEMIM) advise these bodies.
Suzie Davies, GE-MIM Chair, gave a presentation about IOC IODE activities, explaining the objectives
of ODIN (Oceanographic Data and Information Network) projects. Meeting participants discussed and
agreed to proceed with an IODE/GE-MIM proposal to implement a South Pacific ODIN Project under
the umbrella of ODINWESTPAC. The South-Pacific Network will have its own identity and coordinator,
and will be implemented by the PIMRIS Coordination Unit. The Project’s aims are to: i) strengthen the
networking of aquatic and fisheries libraries in the region; ii) support the development of aquatic
libraries/information centres in the region; iii) promote professional education and providing training
opportunities in marine information management; iv) assist with the development and dissemination of
aquatic information by utilization of appropriate methods and technologies. The PIMRIS CU will work
together with agency participants to prepare a Pilot Project Document by February 2008.

Council of Regional Organisations in the Pacific (CROP)
The CROP was established by the Pacific Islands Forum to assist with cooperative planning and consultation
between all stakeholders in the region; PIMRIS reports to the Marine Sector Working Group of CROP as well as
Heads of Fisheries.
Joan Yee reported on outcomes of the CROP libraries informal meeting that was held at the PRIDE
th
Office on 14 November. The meeting expressed concern at the invisibility of libraries/archives in the
Pacific Plan and Digital Strategy and identified the need for greater attention to be given to the
information management field, especially the need for human resource development in these sectors.
The need for collaboration and harmonization of policies amongst CROP libraries/archives was also
discussed. A working group called CLAIM was formed to initiate dialogue with Forum leaders and
donors, and to formulate a regional plan to facilitate further development, implementation and
monitoring of the Pacific Plan with regards to information management.
Funding Bodies
PIMRIS is being funded by the Taiwan Government in 2007-2008 to develop a project aimed at
improving access to Pacific marine literature. The following activities are included in the project
workplan: 1) Migrating Moana from DBTextWorks software to Greenstone, updating Moana with new
records, production and distribution of CD-ROM version of the Database; 2) surveying of regional
fisheries and marine libraries state and training needs; 3) providing scanning facilities and computers
for use in country to six of PIMRIS participants; 4) conducting in-country training to three of PIMRIS
participants; 5) training workshop during PIMRIS Steering Committee Meeting; 6) small digitizing
projects to scan documents for Moana; 7) updating of the Manual for Fisheries Libraries.

Future Directions
On the basis of discussions held during the Meeting a workplan consisting of 6 standing orders, 28
recommendations and 12 actions was prepared by the Coordinator. This workplan will be reviewed
periodically to ensure that the recommendations are being met.
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PIMRIS Training Workshop on Marine Information Management
th

was organized back-to-back with the Joint 13 PIMRIS Steering Committee Meeting / IAMSLIC PIRG
Meeting 17 November 2007.
Participants:
Ulusapeti Tiitii (Samoa)
Haua Nga (Cook Islands)
George Matutu (Cook Islands)
Sikela Ulumutu (Tuvalu)
Maria Vaofanua (Am. Samoa)
Sofia Kubuwai (PIMRIS)
Vere Bavadra (SPC, Fiji)
Eddie Marahare (FFA)
Eleanor Kleiber (SPC)
Peter Murgatroyd (SPREP)
Maria Kalenchits (PIMRIS) –
Workshop Coordinator

The programme included the following topics:








USP Main Library Tour
Koha software and SPC information products / Eleanor Kleiber
Scanning techniques / Eleanor Kleiber
Greenstone as a platform for Moana e-repository / Maria Kalenchits
SPREP information products (incl. update / overview of DBTextworks as a software platform)
/ Peter Murgatroyd
On-line access information sources and retrieval / Maria Kalenchits
Small and middle-size fishery library management (maintenance and procedures, collection
development) / Maria Kalenchits

Personal reflection by Peter Murgatroyd, IRC Manager,
SPREP.
Following on from three long days of meetings, the success of the all day
workshop on marine information management was as much a testament to
the commitment of the participants as to the urgent need for such
opportunities to further knowledge and update skills in this critical area. An
interesting and varied programme of presentations and discussions was
facilitated by the Workshop Coordinator and it is worth noting that the
exchange of information and views was as useful to the CROP library
professionals as it was to the regional fisheries officers in attendance. Of particular interest to me
were the presentations and discussions about library software applications and their use at the various
regional CROP organisations and possible use in fisheries offices in the region. None of the three
software platforms discussed – Greenstone, Koha and DB Textworks – are the complete solution for
pacific marine libraries and all have their strengths and limitations. A common thread is the underlying
need for ITS infrastructure and support to maximize the potential benefits to be gained from using a
database management software to promote better access to information resources. Similarly the need
for ongoing training and user support is also critical regardless of the software platform chosen. Indeed
it is encouraging to see the collaboration and cooperation amongst CROP librarians and a renewed
commitment to regional integrated capacity building and training support for regional library and
information officers. The workshop sessions on information sources presented by Maria Kalenchits
and Peter Murgatroyd highlighted the diversity and value of online information sources and again
underlined the value of regular training and awareness in information literacy.
Finally, practical sessions on ’Digitisation and scanning techniques’ and ‘Small and middle-sized
fishery library management’ by Eleanor Kleiber and Maria Kalenchits respectively gave the workshop
participants a good overview of best practices.
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Whilst the time available could never do all topics justice the overviews presented were insightful and
an excellent starting point.
Personal reflection by Eleanor Kleiber, SPC Librarian.
I found the discussions concerning library software to be of great interest to
me, and hopefully to the participants as well. The idea of addressing some of
the IT infrastructure issues by working with a few centralized databases is very
appealing, (which is a theoretically possible with Koha). However, we cannot
forget the importance of training, training and more training! I think what we
discussed at this workshop is relevant to all small libraries in the region and it
emphasized the importance of collaboration between all the CROP agencies.
The purpose of the digitization and scanning techniques presentation was to emphasize the critical
need to properly plan and scope a project. Digital objects are by definition temporary in nature and to
ensure long-term accessibility require an ongoing commitment of funds and stable IT support. These
projects can also grow to unmanageable sizes if the scope is not carefully defined and followed. This
ties in well with discussions from the previous day’s PIMRIS Steering Committee Meeting where we
were trying to define what type of literature would be the focus of the MOANA database. That same
discussion needs to happen for every digital project undertaken.
Relevant sites of interest:








Putting Content Online: a Practical Guide for Libraries - http://interoperating.info/mark/node/3
UNESCO Workshop on Digital Archiving http://www.preservationsolutionsaustralia.com.au/parbica12/parbica12DAW.asp
Koha - http://www.koha.org/
Greenstone - http://www.greenstone.org/
DB Textworks - http://www.inmagic.com/products/textbase/TextWorks.html
Pacific Environment Databases and Recommended Internet Resources http://www.sprep.org/publication/Links.asp
Ocean Teacher: a Training Resource for Data and Information Management Related to
Oceanography and Marine Meteorology http://ioc.unesco.org/oceanteacher/OceanTeacher2/index.htm

♦♦♦
Open Training Platform
http://opentrainingplatform.org
Supported by SPIDER (Swedish Government),
IDRC and the Swiss SDC, the Open Training
Platform was launched by inviting development
stakeholders worldwide to join forces to better
serve local and specialized communities by
providing opportunities to improve living
conditions. The OTP’s target audience are
community
access
centres
with
local
development stakeholders providing training and
specialized communities committed to one of the
21 domains covered to date*.
It gives access to 1600 free and (advocating
open) training resources, from 590 development stakeholders including all the UN agencies and UN
official Partners like ITU, UNITAR, FAO, WHO, the International Training Centre (ILO), UNEP and
UNESCO.
295 online training resources included in Category “Environment”; Subcategory “Oceans” includes 28
training resources.
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The Role of the Librarian and Information Officer in Marine and
Fisheries Departments in the South-Pacific Region;
Possibilities to Get Involved in Regional and International
Professional Activities
Maria Kalenchits, PIMRIS Coordinator
Many fisheries and marine departments in the South-Pacific region have collections of published and
unpublished departmental materials as well as other specialised literature. Whereas some of the
collections are well organized and used locally, others are kept in boxes and cabinets for years
remaining unorganized and thus unavailable for users. This situation does not encourage the use of
research and development work already done in the region, nor does it contribute to the effective flow
of information between Departments.
Developments in information and communication technologies (ICTs) provide new opportunities to
share information online and to make it available globally to end users. Valuable online sources of
information remain unknown to Departmental staff if they have no qualified librarian or information
professional. Staff who do not have a background in library or information science will have difficulty
managing a specialized fisheries library unless they have the opportunity to benefit from some training.
Departments should encourage and support library staff, enabling them to complete Certificate and
Diploma programs in librarianship, for example at the University of the South Pacific.
What benefits can organizations realize by having a trained person in charge of their library?
•

•

•

•

•

Library collections are organized,
catalogued and available for online searching
Departmental publications are
digitized for preservation and
wider on-line access
Departmental staff are informed
about and trained in the use of
valuable
on-line
information
sources
Information
support
to
the
decision-making
process
is
provided
Efficient flow of information within
the Department is organized

Through its Library, the organization can become part of a regional information network and benefit
from international training programs in Marine Information Management supported by the
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission. Training will be offered to library staff in the region
already in 2008-2009 within the framework of the South Pacific ODIN (Oceanographic Data and
Information Network) project.
International Association of Aquatic and Marine Science Libraries and Information Centers - IAMSLIC
(http://www.iamslic.org) is an international network for sharing information resources as well as
professional knowledge and expertise. Currently IAMSLIC has six regional groups, including the
Pacific Islands Regional Group (PIRG) with around 30 members from marine and fisheries libraries in
the Pacific Islands, Australia and New Zealand. IAMSLIC members are in Cook Islands (Ministry of
Marine Resources), Federated States of Micronesia (College of Micronesia, Learning Resources
Center), Fiji (PIMRIS, SOPAC), Kiribati (Fisheries Division, Ministry of Fisheries and Marine
Resources Development), Marshall Islands (MIMRA library), New Caledonia (SPC), Papua New
Guinea (National Fisheries Authority, Motupore Island Research Centre), Solomon Islands (FFA),
Tonga Ministry of Fisheries),Tuvalu (Ministry of Natural Resources & Environment, Fisheries
Department).
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Benefits of IAMSLIC membership for Marine and Fisheries Departments include:
Resource Sharing Program via the IAMSLIC
39.50 Distributed Library and Union List of Marine
Aquatic Serials. More than 100 libraries in different
parts of the world have made their catalogues
available for federated on-line searching or have
added their serials data to the Union List, which
covers some 16,000 journals. Journal articles and
documents are supplied, usually electronically, in
response to requests from members. Search help
and tips provided at:
http://library.csumb.edu/iamslic/ill/help.php
Duplicate Exchange Program. Members use the
IAMSLIC Discussion List to share information about
duplicates that are available to send to other
libraries and also to post items sought for library
collections. Even small departmental libraries with
a limited budget are able to enrich the existing
collection with valuable books and serials via this
program.
Aquatic Commons Initiative. The Aquatic
Commons – is an Open Access digital repository
for the aquatic sciences, including fisheries and
aquaculture. The repository contains a growing fulltext collection of published and unpublished
research, organizational publications, and other
scholarly materials contributed by researchers,
librarians
and
their
institutions.
http://aquacomm.fcla.edu
IAMSLIC Conferences. Annual Conferences are
held in different parts of the world. Next year’s
IAMSLIC Conference is scheduled to be held in
Suva, Fiji, 15-19 September 2008! The
Conference local organizer is the PIMRIS
Coordination Unit, USP. Conference topics will
include panel discussions, research presentations,
training workshops and conference field trips.
Special attention will be paid to South Pacific
regional information and library topics. This is a
chance for librarians from the South Pacific region
to acquire new professional knowledge, to report
on library problems and achievements and to meet
colleagues from all over the world.
The author expresses gratitude to Jean Collins from FAO
Fisheries Library for her helpful advice and corrections.
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What is necessary to become an active
IAMSLIC Member and to use
membership benefits
1. Pay your annual membership fee, which
is 20 USD for Low and Middle Income
Countries (information about membership
http://www.iamslic.org/index.php?section=
3 ). Those South-Pacific regional marine
and fisheries departments that cannot
afford the membership fee for their library
staff, please contact Eleanor Kleiber at
SPC
EleanorK@spc.int
regarding
sponsorship to cover a 3-year IAMSLIC
membership fee (available for up to three
libraries, on a “first come – first served”
basis);
2. A username and password will allow
you to access the Members Area of the
IAMSLIC website (including Resource
Sharing page). If you are an old member
but have forgotten your password or you
have replaced a resigned IAMSLIC
member please contact Kristen Metzger,
IAMSLIC Membership Database Manager
at kmetzger@conshelf.com regarding your
password and data updating;
3. Familiarize yourself with the IAMSLIC
website http://www.iamslic.org ;
4. Subscribe to the Discussion List at
http://www.iamslic.org/?section=22 to be
able to participate in discussions, receive
announcements and lists of duplicates (act
promptly when deciding to ask for
duplicates; many other libraries are also
asking for them!);
5. Use IAMSLIC Z39.50 Distributed library
to ask for free copies of the articles (some
libraries may require you to pay mailing
expenses if not available digitally);
6. Express your interest in attending the
2008 IAMSLIC Conference, PIRG meeting
and Training Workshops by contacting
Jane
Barnwell,
PIRG
Group
Representative barnwellj@prel.org or
Maria
Kalenchits,
PIMRIS,
kalenchits_m@usp.ac.fj. The Conference
Committee is looking for sponsors to cover
the expenses of the regional conference
participants.

33rd Annual IAMSLIC Conference, October 7-11, 2007,
Sarasota, Florida, USA

1

2

3

4

Photos from the Conference: 1- Guin Silent Auction; 2 – Conference participants (photo credit Lawson Mitchell); 3
– Book Exchange action, Guillermina Cosulich, librarian from INIDEP, Argentina; 4 – PIRG poster (photo credit
Lenora Oftedahl);. 5 - Field trip to Myakka River State Park;
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NEWS from the Region
COOK ISLANDS
The Ministry of Marine Resources Library assists government departments and students, both local
and international, with their studies.
PIMRIS has helped by providing
library software to the Ministry to
organise the library.
But due to past cyclones and
movements, MMR saw the need
for rebuilding the library again. In
August 2004 we moved into a
stabilized building which was
previously occupied by Cook
Islands Television Station and it
is still in use by the Ministry of
Marine Resources today.
The
Cook
Island
National
Environment
Service
(NES)
began its program organizing a
computer donated to MMR with
Inmagic (DOS) version. The NES
also assisted with expert advice
to the non-librarians from MMR to
start work in getting all the books
catalogued onto the system, and from there, this information was sent to SPREP which also assisted
with IT advice in setting up the HUB system within the region.
The PEIN project which is known as the Pacific Environment Information Network became the
assisting arm to MMR’s problem in organizing its library. From 2001 – 2007, the NES under the PEIN
project have given the MMR Library two computers, a printer and software to carry on with cataloguing
fisheries and environmental information.
Materials such as books, pamphlets,
journals, leaflets and reports were donated
by staff, international organizations and
members of the community who attended
national/international meetings and trainings.
With all this information MMR library tries to
meet the needs of the country and region.
Our library is mainly used by staff, college
students, primary schools, tourists, local
fishermen, government departments, the
private sector and other organizations for
their project needs.

(Prepared by Teata Haua Nga, Administration
Officer in charge of library)
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SAMOA Fisheries Division Information in place after a long time!!!
Samoa Fisheries Library has been moved from one location to another in the last three years due to
the renovation of the old office. In 2004, all material, including books, publications, posters and reports
was transferred to one of the rooms behind the main building for storage. In July 2007, the material
was again transferred, this time to the main office where a room was allocated for the library.
As we are well aware, the library is important in any institution to shelve and display reports and
materials specifically or related to that particular institution. For instance, a library is vital to a Fisheries
Department to house materials related to fisheries, marine resources and the environment. In the old
days, putting together a library was a difficult task where everything was done manually. However,
today, it is just a click away when the information you are searching for is in front of you. One of the
tasks our library assistants have been working on for the last few weeks is scanning materials and
saving them to the desktop. Scanned materials can later be used for the Moana database and also to
produce a digital library for Samoa
Fisheries.
To date, the library assistants are working
on sorting all the information starting from
the Samoan collection to the general
collection. They are manually recording the
titles and authors of the books. Although
library material is still on the floor awaiting
the shelving, we have seen the lights of
civilization with an air conditioned room,
computer, printer and scanner.
I would like to take this great opportunity on
behalf of the Samoa Fisheries Division to
show our appreciation and gratitude for the
1
support that PIMRIS had given. Samoa
Fisheries believed that it was a dream come
true when the cargo arrived with a PC computer,
scanner and a printer for the library. In addition,
we express our thanks for our representative’s
th
sponsorship to attend the 13 PIMRIS Steering
Committee /IAMSLIC PIRG meeting and to
participate in the one-day training workshop on
information management. It was a fruitful training
which equipped each participant with the skills on
the new software such as KOHA and
GREENSTONE.
With all this equipment and training provided there
is no doubt that Samoa Fisheries information will
be in a great place and accessible not only to the
general public but also to our people around the
Pacific. We are also looking forward to PIMRIS
Coordinator Ms Maria Kalenchits visiting our office
in February next year. This visit will assist us in
many ways from shelving to cataloguing and also
digitization of materials.
(Prepared by Ulusapeti Tiitii, Senior Fisheries Officer in
charge of library)

2
Photos: 1- Library new rooms; 2 – Samoan
Collection
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NHBS Gratis Book Scheme
NHBS Environmental Bookstore in collaboration with British
Ecological Society and the publishers and authors of the books provides
Gratis Book Scheme to conservation workers and researchers in
developing countries.
The aim of this scheme is to provide ecology and conservation
books to those from outside Western Europe, North America,
Japan, Australia and New Zealand who would otherwise be unable
to obtain them. The simple purpose of this scheme is to spread
ecological knowledge as widely as possible. Individuals may request the
book for themselves or suggest the book for others. It is likely that some of
these schemes will be oversubscribed: all applications will be considered together
and the available copies will then be awarded to those considered most able to benefit from them.
Here is a link to the Gratis Book Scheme:
http://www.nhbs.com/Conservation/gratis-books.php
There are currently two books on offer, both published this year:
Analysis of Variance and Covariance, published by Cambridge University Press
http://www.nhbs.com/title.php?tefno=151855
Forest Ecology and Conservation, published by Oxford University Press
http://www.nhbs.com/title.php?tefno=143096
Please contact Anneli Meeder, Title Researcher/Cataloguer, NHBS Environment Bookstore
(http://www.nhbs.com) for additional information ameeder@nhbs.com

New Books
“Status of Coral Reefs in the SouthWest Pacific: 2004”
by Reuben Sulu (ed.)
This report details the status of the reefs in Fiji, Nauru, New Caledonia,
Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu and Vanuatu in 2004 and is based on
surveys undertaken under the auspices of the SW Pacific node of the
Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network. The report provides a detailed
snapshot of the health of reefs throughout the SW Pacific and comment
on the threats to and management of many of the most significant areas.
The information provided in the report will contribute to the sustainable
use and management of coral reefs and reef resources in the South
Pacific, and is an important resource for those interested in the marine
environment.
2007, 274pp, 25 cm, ISBN: 978-982-02-0386-0, Illus in col. US$34.
Global fishery resources of tuna and tuna-like species / By: J. Majkowski. FAO
Fisheries Technical Paper No. 483. Rome, 2007, 64 pp. ISBN: 9789251058067.
This paper reviews the state of fishery resources of tuna and tuna-like species on a global scale,
focusing on those most important commercially, i.e. the so-called principal market tuna species. These
are classified as tropical tunas (skipjack, yellowfin and bigeye) and temperate tunas (albacore and
bluefin [Atlantic, Pacific and southern]). For each tuna and tuna-like species, the document provides:
taxonomic and other basic biological information; the development and expansion of the fishery; catch
trends; institutional frameworks for regional cooperation in fisheries research, particularly stock
assessment; procedures and input information for stock assessment; the status of the stocks; potential
improvements in knowledge of the status of the stocks; and the future outlook for this status and
catches.
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Conference Notices
2008
March 2-7

2008 Ocean Sciences Meeting. From the Watershed to the Global
Ocean, Orlando, Florida, USA
http://www.aslo.org/meetings/orlando2008/

March 7-11

4 Global Conference on Oceans, Coasts, and Islands, Hanoi, Vietnam
http://www.globaloceans.org/globalconferences/2008/index.html

July 7-11

11th International Coral Reef Symposium, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
www.nova.edu/ncri/11icrs

July 8-11

International Symposium on Coping with Global Change in Marine Socialecological Systems, FAO, Rome, Italy. For more information contact: Mr.
Kevern Cockrane kevern.cochrane@fao.org

August 18-22

Coast to Coast 2008. Darwin, Northern Territory, Australia
http://www.coast2coast.org.au

August 25-28

4 International Symposium on GIS-Spatial Analyses in Fishery and
Aquatic Sciences, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
http://www.esl.co.jp/Sympo/4th/index.htm

October 20-24

5th World Fisheries Congress, Yokohama, Japan
http://www.5thwfc2008.com/

th

th

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------If undeliverable, please return to:
PIMRIS Coordination Unit
c/- School of Marine Studies
Faculty of Islands and Oceans
University of the South Pacific
Private Mail Bag
Suva, FIJI
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