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Ithen library
a university setting,
is considered
by many to be the heart
of learning. Self-directed
learning and discovery are
values that complement
lectures, tutorials, or
laboratory work in a
university, and libraries play an important
and central role in this process. It is well
known that staff and students who know
how to use library resources well are those
that tend to achieve academic excellence.
At the University of the South Pacific (USP),
our libraries play an important and central
role in learning, teaching, research and
academic life within the university. We strive
to become the heart of learning at USP
through the many services and opportunities
for learning that we offer to our students,
staff and general users. Our mission is “to
provide equitable regional access to excellent
library and information services, resources
and facilities to students, faculty and the
wider Pacific community to enable them to
become lifelong learners”.
Our library network consists of the Main
Library and Lower Campus Library based at
the Laucala Campus in Suva, the Alafua
Campus Library in Apia (Samoa), the Emalus
Campus Library in Port Vila (Vanuatu), eleven
libraries in USP Campuses in Cook Islands,
Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Niue,
Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu,
Lautoka and Labasa; and 8 libraries at the
USP Centres in Rakiraki, Savusavu and
Sigatoka (Fiji); Savai’i (Samoa); Ha’apai and
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Vavau (Tonga); Santo and Tanna (Vanuatu).
Our libraries vary in size and in the range
of services they offer, with print collections
ranging from a few thousand to close to a
million at the Main Library at Laucala Campus
in Suva. There is a special Pacific Collection
at Laucala Campus. It is a valuable research
collection of materials pertaining to
Melanesia, Polynesia and Micronesia. It also
includes materials on indigenous Pacific
communities such as the Australian
Aborigines, Hawaiians, New Zealand Maoris,
and Pacific Island migrant communities living
in other countries. In the absence of a
national library in Fiji and in some of the
other countries in our region, the Pacific
Collection has taken on many roles of a
national library and aims to preserve the
cultural and intellectual heritage of our
Pacific nations. We also offer specialized
collections and information services (e.g.
the Pacific Islands Marine Resources
Information System and the Oceania Sport
Information Centre). The Alafua Campus
Library specializes in agricultural information
and the Emalus Campus Library in legal and
linguistic resources.

challenges posed by the new modes and
ways of learning, we provide increasing
access to digital and electronic information.
In this electronic age, libraries are no longer
‘places’ but ‘links’ between people (library
users) and knowledge/information.
Hand in hand with these developments, we
provide our users with a wide range of
services that help users to maximize the
library resources that are available to them.
These include: Information Literacy
Programmes; multi-media collection;
reference services; online public access
catalogues; Internet access; Electronic
Document Delivery; Photocopying & Scanning
services; and All Night Reading Room.
These services and others that are offered
by the library have dramatically changed the
face of education at USP. No doubt there
will be other educational technological
innovations and developments in the Library’s
role as the heart of learning at the University.
For more information: www.usp.ac.fj/library
Libraries Pa-C-fika wishes all our readers a
very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

The world has changed a lot in the past two
decades, with huge developments in the
technology area and radical changes in
teaching methods and in the way students
learn. USP has a very strong emphasis on
distance and flexible learning and has
pioneered communications techniques to
reach distance education students across
the huge Pacific Ocean.
To keep up with the increasing demands and
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CONFERENCE ON COMPUTERIZATION
OF LAW VIA THE INTERNET
by Peter Murgatroyd
From 17-19 November the Pacific Legal
Information Institute (PacLII) and the Emalus
Campus of the University of the South Pacific
(USP) hosted ‘Law via the Internet 2005: the
7th Conference on Computerization of Law via
the Internet’.
Delegates were drawn from Australia, New
Zealand, the United States, Canada, Hong
Kong, Africa, the United Kingdom, Japan,
Papua New Guinea, New Caledonia, Fiji,
Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. Papers focused
on issues relating to the free access movement
and the use of Internet in providing free
access to legal materials for teaching, research
and legal practice.
A number of librarians gave papers including;
James Milles (USA), Janine Miller (Canada),
Margaret McAleese, Gayle Davies and Jacqui
Elliot (Australia). From the Pacific, Verenaisi
Bavadra from the Fiji Human Rights
Commission spoke to the delegates about the
Internet and law libraries in Fiji whilst Peter
Murgatroyd of the USP presented his proposal
for a Pacific Law Portal as a regional online
law library for public law officers in the South
Pacific.
The USP Deputy Vice-Chancellor and former
University Librarian, Dr Esther Williams was
the keynote speaker at the Conference.
The Conference delegates were treated to
distinctively Pacific food and entertainment
with Pacific feasts under the stars and cultural
performances from USP students.
The Conference offered an opportunity to
discuss the very latest developments in access
to the law online and to strengthen global
free access networks in an idyllic Pacific
setting.
Details of the Conference and programme
can be browsed online at:
http://www.paclii.org/conference/progra
mme.html

PARBICA BIENNIAL CONFERENCE

Officiating at the opening of the weeklong
conference, the Minister for Information,
Communications and Media Relations, Marieta
Rigamoto revealed Fiji’s plan for the
development of its National Archives and the
need for a National Library for Fiji.

Reports reaching Libraries Pa-C-fika confirmed
that thirty school participants representing
some twenty-one schools in Honiara and
Guadalcanal attended the training.
Speaking at the workshop, the Under-Secretary
of the Ministry of Education, Timothy Ngele
acknowledged the move by the National Library
as a move in the right direction. He said that
the workshop was a clear manifestation of
the National Library’s commitment to improve
school library services in the country. He
pointed out that it is his Ministry’s aim to
promote and improve school libraries
throughout the country and the training was
timely in that it was to re-emphasize the
importance of libraries in schools and also
provide participants with the necessary skills
and knowledge required in setting up and
running their school libraries.

Combined with a good number of guest
speakers, the conference offered a rich and
stimulating series of interrelated sessions
that put forward food-for-thought and practical
advice for all involved. Among the guest
speakers was Fiji’s Auditor General, Eroni
Vatuloka who spoke on the topic ‘Assessing
the state of record-keeping: measuring
progress towards better systems.’

The Under-Secretary added that school libraries
play an important role in the education system
by equipping students with life-long learning
skills and which develops their imaginations,
self-esteem and confidence, enabling them
to become responsible citizens. He concluded
by assuring the participants that his Ministry
would ensure that similar training is held in
the other provinces.

Acting University Librarian (USP), Joan Yee
attended the Conference and gave a update
on discussions between the USP and PARBICA
on a records management course.

Following the workshop, one of the
participants, Jamal Namo thanked the
organizers and facilitators of the workshop
for the opportunity to attend a very important
and useful training. He pointed out that in
most schools, books are lying around waiting
to be rescued from termites, cockroaches and
rats because of a lack of knowledge and skills
by teachers on how to organize the materials
properly and make good use of them. He
urged the Ministry of Education to look
seriously into establishing libraries in the
rural schools for the benefit of the children
that would be the leaders of tomorrow.

by Tony Dadalo
The 11th Pacific Regional Branch of the
International Council of Archives (PARBICA)
Biennial Conference was held in Nadi, Fiji
from 19-23 September. The theme of the
conference was: ‘Record-keeping for Good
Governance’.
It was attended by more than seventy
participants from around the region.

SCHOOL LIBRARIES WORKSHOP
HELD IN SOLOMON ISLANDS
by Tony Dadalo
A library is an important component in the
education system but in Solomon Islands,
school libraries are either non-existent in
most rural schools or lack reading materials.
Despite these obstacles, the Solomon Islands
National Library recently took the initiative
to improve the running of school libraries
through a weeklong training workshop for
school librarians in Honiara.

The workshop animators were USP Solomon
Islands Campus Librarian, Josephine McPherson
and Solomon Islands College of High Education
Principal Librarian, Peter Asaph.
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A NATIONAL LIBRARY FOR FIJI!
by Tony Dadalo

The Fiji Government is planning to build
a national library for educational and
socio-cultural development of the public.
Information, Communications & Media
Relations Minister, Ms. Marieta Rigamoto
revealed this during the opening of the
11th Biennial Conference of the Pacific
Regional Branch of the International
Council of Archives (PARBICA) held in
Nadi from 19-23 September.
Ms. Rigamoto said that this was part of
the Government’s commitment to good
governance and transparency and the
commitment to continue with the safe
care of the public records of Fiji. She
pointed out that this commitment was
obvious in the Government’s plan to
construct a $1million new purpose built
National Archive facility where the National
Archives will relocate and an opportunity
to establish the National Library for Fiji.
She added that the public in Fiji have
utilized the National Archives of Fiji and
Fiji Museum when conducting research
and the increasing expectations from the
public had forced the Government to
consider a new library. The Government
considers that a National Library should
assume its proper role in education and
development of Fiji.
(Source: Fiji Times, 22 September 2005)

HINARI DATABASE TRAINING
by Carol Talbot

The University of the South Pacific was
the venue for a four day HINARI (Health
Inter Network Access to Research
Initiative) Workshop, 29 November-02
December. HINARI is a website developed
through the partnership between the
world’s leading publishers of bio-medical
journals and the World Health
Organization.
The HINARI ‘train the trainer’ style
workshop aimed to provide health workers
from around the region with training that
familiarized them with the HINARI
database and imparted searching
strategies. Upon returning home, the
participants will commence training health
practitioners and students. Participants
at the workshop included librarians,
educators and government departmental
staff.

USP LOWER CAMPUS LIBRARY
RECEIVES A PERSONAL DONATION
OF BOOKS by Chris Nelson
On December 5th, a small ceremony was
held in the Lower Campus Library to accept
the donation of over 200 books from the
personal collection of Professor Masashi
Yamaguchi of the University of the Ryukyus
in Okinawa, Japan. Professor Yamaguchi
spent much of his early career researching
aspects of coral reefs and invertebrate
species in the Pacific fields in which he
is an acknowledged world expert. He has
a u t ho re d ma ny s c ie nt i f ic b o o k s
and papers himself and has edited and
translated a number of Japanese texts
into English. His current research involves
determining the impact of inter-tidal zone
developments on the wedge clam, Donax
cuneatus, native to Okinawa.
Professor Yamaguchi was represented at
the ceremony by Mr. Tadashi Ikeshiro, the
Resident Representative of the Japan
International Cooperation Agency in Fiji.
Mr. Ikeshiro gave a speech outlining
Professor Yamaguchi's association with
the Pacific region over many years and
stated that JICA was very pleased to
have facilitated this donation by
transporting the books from the Ryukyus to
Suva.
Professor Leon Zann, Coordinator of the
Marine Studies Programme of USP accepted
the donation on behalf of the University,
thanking Professor Yamaguchi and JICA.
Professors Zann and Yamaguchi share
common research interests on coral reef
ecology and have worked together over
the years. Dr. Milika Sobey of the
Department of Biology also spoke warmly
of Professor Yamaguchi, having met and
conducted field research with him in
Japan.
The ceremony concluded with a light lunch
enjoyed by all guests.The books will be
available at PIMRIS. Several rare
and valuable items will be placed in the
Pacific Collection of the USP Library to
ensure their security and preservation.

The HINARI website provides access to
3000+ full-text online journals published
by major publishers in bio-medicine.
For more information about HINARI, or
for access to the online database, go to:
h t t p : / / w w w. w h o . i n t / h i n a r i / e n /

L-R: Mr. Tadashi Ikeshiro (JICA Resident
Representative), Professor Leon Zann
(Coordinator, MS.P)

SOUTH PACIFIC PERIODICALS INDEX
by Chris Bull

Though the Pacific Information Centre is
no longer in existence at the USP Library,
one of the titles which made its appearance
under the Centre was the South Pacific
Periodicals Index (previously the
Bibliography of Periodical Articles Relating
to the South Pacific). Articles on the
Pacific (excluding Hawaii, PNG, Australia
and New Zealand). Some two hundred
journals were indexed and published in a
monograph form. Access was by Library
of Congress subject heading and by author.
The index was last published in 1988.
In October of 2004, the South Pacific
Periodicals Index project was restarted.
With the capabilities of the automated
Spydus system which the library is now
using, it is possible to create analytics in
full cataloguing format for each indexed
article. These analytics are integrated into
the USP Library catalogue. Articles are
denoted by the note …. In: (the title and
volume information of the journal). As
access through the library catalogue is
much more convenient than searching
through a number of the previous print
volumes, an effort to do retrospective
indexing has been carried out.
The periodicals chosen to be analyzed
have so far been journals which are
published in Fiji and are concerned with
the South Pacific. All articles longer than
1/4 of a page are indexed. It is understood
that the University of Hawaii has indexed
some of these titles, but they have done
without subject detail or entry heading.
As of the date of writing (Dec 6 2005),
11,157 analytics have been created in
the USP library catalogue. Access can be
from any of the indexed access points or
from the title of the journal. (Access the
individual articles via Component Parts in
the body of the journal record).
The titles indexed are: Directions (Suva,
Fiji); Fiji Agricultural Journal; Fiji Business;
Fiji Islands Business; Fiji Library
Association Journal; Fiji Medical Journal;
Fijian Studies : a journal of contemporary
Fiji / Fijian Institute of Applied Studies;
Islands Business; Islands Business Pacific;
Journal of Pacific Studies; Manna: a South
Pacific journal of language & literature;
Mana annual of creative writing; Oceanic
waves; Pacific Curriculum Network; Pacific
ecologist; Prospects : a quarterly review
of comparative education; South Pacific
journal of natural science; USP Beat.
Those periodicals/articles indexed are held
by the University of the South Pacific
Library. Articles may be obtained through
interloan.
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USP LIBRARY RECEIVES BOOKS AND
EQUIPMENT FROM MALAYSIA
by Tony Dadalo

th

On Wednesday 28 September, Her
Excellency Ms. Nafisah Mohamed, Malaysian
High Commissioner in Suva officially
handed over a gift of books, ten computers
and multimedia materials to the USP
Library. The presentation was made
possible under the Malaysia Technical
Cooperation Programme (MTCP) and is
part of the ongoing thrust by the
Government of Malaysia to support regional
cooperation among the Pacific Islands
Forum member states and the USP member
countries.
The donation included books on a range
of subjects including politics, history, the
culture of Malaysia, economic sustainability
to tourism. Titles included Civil society
in South East Asia, edited by Lee Hock;
Malaysia and the Islamic world, edited
by Abdul Razak Baginda; Malaysia’s
economic sustainability; Confronting
new challenges amidst global realities;
and Who’s who in Malaysia.
In thanking the Malaysian High
Commission, the Acting University
Librarian, Ms. Joan Yee said the donation
was the first of its kind for the University
Library and was pleased with the presence
of the Vice-Chancellor Professor Anthony
Tarr to officially receive the gift on behalf
on the USP.
Professor Tarr said he was honoured to
receive the contribution and added that
Malaysia has had remarkable experiences
and success stories in terms of economic
growth, information technology and
innovative creation. He added that it
had been the mistake of many countries
that they did not look to their nearest
neighbours to learn from their experiences
and to get advice.
“With the material donated by MTCP,
students and staff will be able to learn
more of these successes and experiences,”
Professor Tarr said.
The PCs will be placed in the reading room
for students and the books will be
catalogued and added to the library
collection.

PRESIDENTS OF TWO FRENCH
UNIVERSITIES IN THE PACIFIC VISIT
THE USP LIBRARY by Tony Dadalo
Presidents (or VCs) of the two French
Universities in the Pacific visited the
Pacific Collection of the USP Library as
part of their recent visit to the University
of the South Pacific.

are a source of knowledge and hopes that
the public would make good use of them.
Margaret Talasasa of the National Library
also thanked the ACT Library and the
Health Ministry of Canberra for the gift
and also thanked the Australian Defense
Force for transporting the books to
Honiara.

The visiting presidents were Professor
Alain Fages of the University of New
Caledonia (UNC) and Ms. Louise Peltzer
of the University of French Polynesia
(UPF).
During their time at the USP they met
with Vice-Chancellor Professor Anthony
Tarr as well as various members of the
USP academic staff. The focus of the
meetings was on creating stronger links
between the three universities of the
Pacific as well as to discuss potential
areas of cooperation.
At the Pacific Collection they were shown
collection of books on New Caledonia and
French Polynesia (or Tahiti).
Displayed for the visit were books recently
donated under French cooperation
programme with the USP.
Both Presidents were impressed by the
wealth of resources available in the Pacific
Collection.

SOLOMON ISLANDS NATIONAL
LIBRARY RECEIVES BOOKS FROM
AUSTRALIA by Tony Dadalo
The Solomon Islands National Library
collection received a boost with a recent
donation of about 1,500 new books by
the Australian Capital Territory (ACT)
Library and the Ministry of Health in
Canberra, Australia.
Reports obtained by Libraries Pa-C-fika
stated that the books were donated after
an appeal from an Australian, Brian Liddy
who had worked in the Public Solicitor’s
office in the Solomons capital, Honiara
and were transported to Honiara by the
Australian Defense Force serving as part
of the Regional Assistance Mission to
Solomon Islands (RAMS.I).

STAFF OF UNIVERSITY OF NEW
CALEDONIA LIBRARY ATTEND
PORTFOLIO TRAINING by Tony Dadalo
The staff of the University of New Caledonia
(UNC) Library attended a week-and-half
long training programme from 21-30
November on PortFolio, the library
management system used by the UNC
Library. The training was conducted by
PortFolio expert from France, Ms. Amandine
Bonnet.
According to the Director of the University
Library, Jean-Francois Corral, the training
was to help the library staff improve their
knowledge on the use of the system which
was acquired a year ago to replace
Concerto, the system used before that.
UNC Magenta Campus librarian, Ms. Gaelle
Gauvrit said that the training was very
useful and thorough because they were
taken through the different modules of
PortFolio including the Acquisitions,
Cataloguing, Circulation, Periodicals, OPAC,
Administration, Security, and WebExport
clients.
The UNC has two campus libraries at the
Magenta and Nouville campuses; both
campuses are in Noumea city. The Magenta
campus library houses the social science
collection while the Nouville campus
library houses the science and law
collections.

When receiving the books, the Supervising
Minister of Education, Augustine Taneko
thanked the ACT Library and the Ministry
of Health in Canberra for the gift and
everyone who assisted in the ensuring
that the books were delivered to the
National Library.

Prof. Tarr receiving gift from Her Excellency
Ms Mohamed

Mr. Taneko said the books enhanced the
resources at the National Library which
has suffered from a lack of resources in
the past years. He added that the books

Staff of UNC Library with PortFolio trainer, Amandine
Bonnet (standing far right)
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VANUATU NATIONAL LIBRARY

of national pride in our literary
cultural heritage; and

by Anne Naupa, Librarian

•

The Vanuatu National Library is currently
situated above the National Museum. It
houses two special collections, the Pacific
and Vanuatu Collections. The Vanuatu
Collection provides materials in English,
French and the national language,
Bislama. The Linguistics section offers
materials in and about many of the 113
vernacular languages.

To act as a specialised information
service and educational tool in
assisting Library users of all ages
to access and use reference and
other resources for their general
and educational benefit and
enjoyment.

Rare and special items include
anthropological and archaeological
materials, Art and Arts references,
a u t o b io g ra p h ic a l re c o rd s a nd
biographies, a large section of works on
the languages of Vanuatu, mission
histories, oral traditions, cultural,
historical and political records, journals,
newspapers and periodicals published
in or about the Pacific region and
Vanuatu and many more.

The mission of the Vanuatu National
Library is:
•

To collect and preserve all literature
pertaining to and published about
Vanuatu, thus activating and
upholding the Deposit of Books Act
(1988, revised); all additions and
donations of Vanuatu materials will
be most gratefully received.

•

To encourage and enhance public
access to the Collections, thus
maintaining and developing a sense

network throughout the islands of the
archipelago, and also to the wider world.
The Library is open to the general public
for browsing, reference and research on
every weekday, from 8:00 a.m. to
11.30am and reopens from 1.00pm to
4.30pm.

GREENSTONE SOFTWARE TRAINING
by Tony Dadalo

A training workshop on Greenstone
digital library software was held at USP
from 12-15 September.
The four day workshop, which was funded
by UNESCO and co-sponsored by USP
Library, was attended by participants
from the libraries that are using or
thinking of using Greenstone. Most
participants were from libraries in Suva
but a few were from the region including
a participant from the Solomon Islands
Ministry of Agriculture.

The Library is currently developing its
electronic catalogue so it may be readily
accessed on an up-to-date electronic
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ASSOCIATION OF SOLOMON
ISLANDS LIBRARIES (ASIL)
by Peter C. Asaph

A total of fourteen librarians representing
various libraries in the country met on October
26, 2005 to elect the Executive Committee
of the Association, which would run the ASIL
for the next year. The following were chosen
as the inaugural Executive Committee members
of the ASIL:

Secretary
Mr. Nelson Manerara (SICHE)
Treasurer
Ms. Roselyn Maelagi (SICHE)
Members
Ms. Margaret Talasasa (National Library Service)
Ms. Nancy Fugui (High Court Library)

President
Mr. Peter C. Asaph (Solomon Islands College
of Higher Education, SICHE)

The Executive Committee will meet in early
December, 2005 to plan out its programme
of activities for 2006. The official launching
of the Association will be held in January
2006.

Vice-President
Ms. Josephine McPherson (USP SI Campus
Library)

The formation of a library association in
Solomon Islands had been a long outstanding
issue for many years and there have been

several ‘false-starts’ in the past. In an age
where networking and information sharing is
becoming increasingly important and more
so in third world countries, the means of
survival for libraries in the country mean that
they cannot afford to be isolated from the
rest of the information networks as isolation
is the door way to information stagnation.
The establishment of ASIL may be seen as a
humble beginning for libraries in the country
but a great open door of opportunity for
greater cooperation and information resource
sharing. The Executive Committee of ASIL will
work on these links nationally, regionally and
internationally in the years ahead.

Celt Hosts Second
Regional Tutor Workshop

S P E C I A L F E AT U R E
by Robert Hogan, Louise Vakamocea & Connie Marsh
Twenty-one tutors came
together for a fun-learning
experience in a five day
workshop hosted by CELT
from 31 October – 4
November. Two of these
tutors were from the Laucala
Math and Computer Science
Department. The purpose of
the workshop was to:
•∑Develop tutor skills
•∑Use multimedia
•∑Incorporate studentcentered learning
•∑Add critical thinking
•∑Teach motivational
strategies

Tutor Challenges
The tutors also discussed
challenges they face. For
example, tutors complained
that the turn around time
of DFL assignments is much
too long. Often, a first
assignment is not returned
until halfway in the
semester.

Improve Tutor Skills
The tutor workshop was very
interactive. Participants
considered their roles as
tutors and how to improve
them. On a daily basis, they
built up a repertoire of skills
for an “Ideal Tutor”.
These skills included
communication, information
literacy, critical thinking,
working in teams,
networking and multimedia.
The reinforcement of many
of these ideas came out in
the movie, “Coach Carter”.

Innovative
Teaching
Methods
At the workshop the
participants took part in a
simulation which took them
into different cultures. This
experience got them to
reflect on the learning
experiences of their own
students. One of the most
popular activities was the
Egg Drop in which tutors had
to design a package to
protect an egg dropped from
the top of a building. In
the picture below, tutors are
chanting to protect their
egg.

Critical
Thinking

Collaborative
Activities

Another activity that the
tutors valued was the critical
thinking session, which
began with fun activities
where the participants
worked in groups on
designing, creating a song
and story and being
innovative with limited
resources. In the session,
the tutors learnt to infuse
critical thinking into their
tutoring. The tutors also
learned how to incorporate
fun in their teaching. The
finale for the workshop was
a debate and a video
presentation.

CELT worked closely with
the Library and Media during
the workshop. Ms. Victoria
York, Reader Services
Librarian, conducted session
for tutors on how to use the
library as a tutorial resource.
The tutors rated this
workshop very highly.
Similarly, the Media worked
closely with CELT to produce
student films. The films were
so well made that the tutors
have all asked for personal
copies. We cannot thank
Media enough for all their
help. Our special thanks
goes out to Sangeeta Singh
and Kelepi Koroi for their
assistance.

For Further Information: If you would like to set up a tutor workshop, contact Eileen Tuimaleali’ifano at 323-2818.
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APPOINTMENTS
Rose Campbell joined the USP Library as
Digitization Librarian on October 31. Rose
comes from Portland, Oregon, USA. Prior
to joining the USP Library, Ms. Campbell
has just completed a Master of Science
in Medical Informatics from the Oregon
Health & Science University. She had also
worked as an Information Specialist at
the Health Sciences Human Services
Library, University of Maryland, Baltimore,
USA during 2000-2003.

Library thanked Dr Williams for her
leadership and vision, and wished her
well in her new position.

Ellen Pua, second from right, with staff of
Emalus Campus Library
HURIDOCS help strengthen Human
Rights documentation

Welcome to USP Rose!

FA R E W E L L
Tym Parsons, Reader
Services Librarian at
USP Library left in early
December after serving
21 months. Tym had been
the person behind the Library’s Ask-ALibrarian online reference service.

FORMER UNIVERSITY LIBRARIAN
APPOINTED DEPUTY VICECHANCELLOR by Tony Dadalo

Former University Librarian, Dr Esther
Batiri Williams was appointed the USP
Deputy Vice-Chancellor at the USP Council’s
meeting on 26 October. Dr Williams, who
has been with the USP since 1972 as a
Graduate Trainee Librarian, was University
Librarian from 1981-2004 and Pro ViceChancellor January-December 2004. She
has also held other senior management
and administrative positions including
the Director of Planning during her time
at the USP.
Dr Williams holds a Bachelor of Arts degree
and a Master of Arts from Victoria
University, Wellington, New Zealand and
a PhD from the University of Queensland,
Australia.
At a farewell function held for Dr Williams
on 25 November, the staff of the USP

Sushila Lal, Library
Assistant, left the USP
at the end of October
to become librarian of
the Training &
Productivity Authority
of Fiji (TPAF). Sushila
has served at the USP Library for 9 years.
She holds a Diploma in Library &
Information Studies and a BA from the
USP. She is currently enrolled in the
Master of Information Management
programme from Curtin University in
Australia.

Vere Bavandra, Fiji Human Rights
Commission Information Officer spent two
weeks on a training internship at a Geneva
based human rights non-government
organization.
The internship at the Human Rights
Information and Documentation System
(HURIDOCS) provided Ms. Bavadra with
an opportunity to master new skills and
learn new tools for human rights
information management.
HURIDOCS International is a global
network of human rights documentation
work. Its main activities include
developing, organizing and providing
strategies for human rights monitoring,
information handling and establishing
and maintaining documentation centers
and information systems.

TRAINING ATTACHMENTS
Ellen Pua, Library Assistant of the USP
Solomon Islands Campus was on a
weeklong attachment with the USP Emalus
Campus Library in Port Vila, Vanuatu from
11-17 November. Her attachment was
mainly to learn firsthand and familiarize
herself with ATHENA, the integrated library
system used by the both Campus libraries,
in particular the circulation module. Ms.
Pua spent most of her time learning
through discussions and hands-on on
Athena. She also spent some time at the
different sections of the Emalus Library
to learn about their operations.

Ms. Bavadra was trained by the HURIDOCS
training coordinator Bert Verstappan. She
learned about HURIDOCS work and
familiarized herself with the special
database software WinISIS and tools used
for human rights violations
documentation. The documentation and
bibliographic tools have been developed
by HURIDOCS to manage information more
effectively. The internship provided a
chance for Ms. Bavadra to explore the
possibility of developing a judgment and
ease law database using this software.
During her attachment, Ms. Bavadra also
had an opportunity to visit NGOs and
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United Nations organizations like
International Council on Human Rights
Policy, Office of the High Commissioner
of Human Rights, Office of the High
Commission for Refugees & Anti-Racism
Information Services.

research, technical and instructional needs
of the SPC staff’.
Apart from the main library in Noumea,
New Caldeonia, there are six small branch
libraries dispersed among the offices of
the SPC in Suva, Fiji.

“Professionally, this attachment has been
the most enriching experience for me
during my four years of work at the
Commission,” said Ms. Bavadra. In 2001,
she was also on a brief attachment with
the New Zealand Human Rights
Commission.
(Source: Fiji Human Rights Commission
Rights Quarterly, Vol.4, Issue 3)
Tony Dadalo, Pacific Collection Librarian
at the USP Library was on a three weeks
attachment with the University of New
Caledonia (UNC) Library in Noumea, New
Caledonia from 14 November to 2
December.
Tony’s attachment was part of a
collaborative programme between the USP
and the UNC that had been ongoing for
over four years and was funded by the
French Embassy in Suva. Under the same
programme, the USP Library has also been
receiving French books, mostly on New
Caledonia, donated by the French Embassy.

During his attachment, Tony visited a
number of other libraries in Noumea. These
include the Secretariat of the Pacific
Community (SPC) Library, the Bernheim
Library, the Institute of Research for
Development (IRD) Library and the Tjibaou
Cultural Centre Library.

by Tony Dadalo
The USP Library was the winner of the
Best Display award in the Support
Services category at this year’s USP Open
Day. The prize was a trophy which will
be kept by the Library until next year’s
Open Day plus $75.00 cash. The USP
Library staff celebrated the win with a
morning tea.

Tony poses for a photograph with SPC Librarian
Rachele Oriente (left) and Library Assistant Anne
Gibert (right).

On a related issue, USP librarian Victoria
York’s entry was the winning entry for
this year’s 2005 Open Day theme of
Explore Today, Excel Tomorrow!

The Bernheim Library is a public library
and is also the depository library for New
Caledonian publications. The library has
a New Caledonian and Pacific collection.
Interestingly, the library has recently
started digitizing its photographic
collection to make it more accessible (on
the web).
The IRD Library provides support to the
IRD, which is a research centre focused
on natural and human environment in
tropical island locations.
The Tjibaou Cultural Centre Library
supports and complements the Tjibaou
Cultural Centre whose main aim is to
preserve and promote Kanak (indigenous
people of New Caledonia) culture and
heritage as well as to promote the
exchange with other Pacific cultures. The
library is in two rooms; Room 1 holds
books, periodicals and other print materials
on Kanak and Pacific cultures, and Room
2 holds audio-visual materials on New
Caledonia and the Pacific. The library is
accessible to the public and those who
visit the cultural centre.

Libraries in brief…
The SPC Library supports the functions
and programmes of the SPC. Its Mission
Statement is: ‘To achieve excellence in
the collection, storage and preservation
and retrieval of information to meet the

USP Library wins a Best Display
Award at the 2005 USP Open Day

Head Librarian Liliane Tauru explaining storage of
photographs

Carol Talbot and Lila Nair with the trophies for
the Best Display Award.

PUBLICATIONS @ USP BOOK CENTRE

P U B L I C AT I O N S

Tony is shown the Circulation procedures by two
library assistants (Juanita, left & Francois, standing)
at UNC Library

ACHIEVEMENTS

Commerical Law & Practice In
The South Pacific

Author: Mohammed L
Ahmadu & Robert A.
Hughes

Country: Fiji
Date Published: 2006
Publisher: Cavendish
Publishing (Australia)
Pty Ltd, NSW, Australia
487 pages; paperback
ISBN-1859418406
Price: US$98.00

This new textbook is the first to examine
the main areas of commercial law in the
common law jurisdictions of the South
Pacific region. These jurisdictions include
the Cook Islands, Fijian Islands, Kiribati,
Marshall Islands, Niue, Nauru, (Western)
Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu
and Vanuatu. The text is divided into
six parts each with its own introduction
to aid the reader through each particular
area.

