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pen source software is viewed by
libraries as the way to go. Pacific
libraries are demonstrating this with the
implementation of two open source softwares relating to library management
and digital collections.
New Zealand is credited with developing
Koha, the first open-source (ILS) and
Greenstone, a tool for building digital
collections.
Koha, created in by Katipo Communications for the Horowhenua Library Trust
has been in operation since and is currently used in over 100 libraries around
the world.

It does not need the initial outlay of funds
of commercial packages that has prevented many libraries from automating
their operations.
The challenge, however, lies in equipping
those working in Pacific libraries with
the necessary information and IT literacy
skills. For many this is a more manageable task which allows the two (software
and training) to work side by side.
Pacific libraries using Koha include the
Cook Islands National Library, FFA Library,
SPC, Noumea with the Nelson Memorial
Public Library the newest user.

Greenstone, developed by the New
Zealand Digital Library Project at the , is
distributed in cooperation with and the
Human Info NGO in Belgium.

Greenstone can be found at the USP
Library Laucala Campus, PRIDE, SPC
and the Belau National Museum with
others in Samoa, Republic of the Marshall
Islands and Fiji working on its installation.

The benefit for Pacific libraries in that
the software is available free of charge.

More information on the software is
found in this edition.

REGIONAL CONNECTIONS
Collections in Danger
PAPUA New Guinea's National Library
at Waigani was in danger of losing parts
of the New Guinea Collection after water
from a broken pipe made its way into
the building.
This forced librarians to relocate materials
to higher shelves. "The most vulnerable
section of the library is the New Guinea
Collection. This section holds the history
of PNG and if the materials are destroyed,
then our history is gone," said Karina
Sereva, Acting Deputy National Librarian.

Meanwhile, the K2.5 million work on the
air conditioning system at the National
Museum and Art Gallery has been awarded to El Tech Engineering Services, a
nationally owned company.
The director of the Museum, Simon Poraituk said the tender was administered
by the Department of Works. The Museum had struggled to keep its collections
intact when the cooling system broke
down.
(Source: PNG Post Courier Online, 13
February 2007)
Continued next page
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NZ Librarians Help Fiji Children
Thousands of Fiji children without access
to books have benefited from the bright
idea of a Tauranga librarian.
The office of Tauranga Libraries Manager,
Jill Best, overflowed with some 5000
children’s books, the result of an email
appeal to colleagues in other public libraries.
This initiative followed a visit to Fiji by
Ms. Best last November at the invitation
of the Fiji Local Government Association
to assess the state of Fiji’s public libraries
and make recommendations for the future.
She left dismayed at the run-down state
of libraries generally, caused by years of
under-funding. The worst example was
the Suva Public Library, which had been
starved of any money to buy books for
at least 10 years.
Having mapped what Fiji needed to do
to save its libraries, and knowing it was

unlikely to happen while coups continued
to destroy the economy, she resolved to
“somehow or other get decent stocks
of books”.
New books were out of the question, so
she asked her friends around New Zealand libraries to think of Fiji’s children
when they did periodic weeding of their
collections. The word went out in February and soon her office looked more like
a publisher’s warehouse.
Six cubic metres of books, all in very
good condition with publication dates of
less than five years were loaded into a
container in the last week of April and
shipped to Fiji, with costs met by the
Commonwealth Local Government Fund.

Digital Libraries in a Box Project
An NZAID funded project, with a budget
of F$265,000 designed to enhance access to digital resources at the USP
Campus libraries via the intranet and to
address the issue of slow bandwidths

DLIAB project: Impressions of staff
Here are excerpts from the thoughts of
some who visited the Region.
Tokelau Campus on Atafu Atoll:

was introduced by library staff who visited
the nine USP Campus libraries of Kiribati,
Nauru and Tuvalu (Elizabeth Reade Fong);
Niue, Tokelau and Tonga (Vilimaina Vakaciwa); Marshall Islands & Solomon Islands
(Sin Joan Yee) in the second half of 2005
and through 2006. The project also involved other Library staff & members of
the USP Information Technology Section
(ITS).
Follow up visits were made by librarians
Judith Titoko (Niue), Lusiana Dakuidreketi
(Marshall Is.), Liviana Tabalala (Tuvalu)
and library assistant Puspha Prasad (Labasa and Lautoka). At the same time
they undertook the retrospective conversion of bibliographic records into MARC
format for the Athena database.
The one obstacle to the project was the
inability to download titles onto local
servers from EBooks Inc. due to copyright restrictions. Never-the-less the Librarian Regional was able and continues
to acquire electronic versions of reference
and general materials for the DLIAB
project.

Living in the islands and trying to physically
organize Library collections in the heat of
Tarawa was a challenge
Campus in Tuvalu:

Vilimaina Vakaciwa “The best part is the contact with people,
they are friendly and humble. Work is a struggle considering
the lack of resources locally. Traveling by boat is the tough bit
and I wondered if this was how those traveling to Fiji in the 19th
century felt.”

Liviana Tabalala “The best part is having the opportunity to do
hands-on library work like searching and downloading Zmarc
records. There were practical library activities that I had not
done for almost a decade due to the nature of my current work
as a library course trainer. I admire the simplicity of theTuvaluan
way of life but did miss my vegetables terribly as they are
scarce and expensive on Tuvalu.”
Kiribati & Nauru Campuses:
Elizabeth Fong “Living in the islands and trying to physically
organize Library collections in the heat of Tarawa was a challenge
as is keeping the library free of dust. The greatest satisfaction
was to leave both library collections in classified order and to
have the staff understand the purpose of the Regional Libraries
Manual.”

The Tokelau Campus on Atafu Atoll

Alofi, Niue:
Judith Titoko “The sounds and sights of nature - the birdsong
at the Niue Campus (surrounded by bush) and the waves crashing
against the cliffs at high tide when the weather is stormy. The
changing colours of the vast ocean - aquamarine/deep blue/grey.”
Majuro, Marshall Islands:
Lusi Dakuidreketi “It was great making inroads into getting the
collection online. Personally, I did not miss the humdrum of
domestic chores that I left behind but it was worrying when I
was told that no one was really sure about when the Air Nauru
flights would resume, especially after two weeks of cancellations!”

The Tokelau Campus on Atafu Atoll
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DEVELOPMENTS
Nasinu Town Council Opens
Public Library
The first community library for Nasinu
Town, situated in the Nasinu Municipal
building at Valelevu was officially opened
on Thursday 7 June, 2007 by the Interim
Minister for Finance, Hon. Mahendra
Chaudhury who, in his opening speech,
commended the Council for its
commitment and vision.
Nasinu Town is seven years old and
serves up to 100,000 people living and
working in the Suva-Nausori corridor. At
the opening, Mayor Rajeshwar Kumar
reconfirmed the Council’s vision for
promoting literacy for Nasinu’s citizens.
“To set up a public library in a new and

developing town is a very ambitious and
expensive exercise that the Council
undertook a year ago. The Council
together with a donation of books from
the Save the Children’s Fund and the
Commonwealth Local Government
Forum New Zealand resourced the
Library.”

The four-day workshop was attended by
a majority of participants from Fiji libraries
and one each from Palau, the Marshall
Islands and three from Samoa that were
either using or planning to use
Greenstone to build their digital
collections. UNESCO Staff from Apia also
sat in on the training.

“We shall work towards providing free
access for families and students that are
deprived of educational opportunities. In
due course as we turn this library into
an electronic facility we will facilitate
training of the elderly and those not
familiar with e-communication. We are
envisaging conducting evening literacy
classes in electronic communication and
computing.” said the Mayor.

Certificates of participation were
presented at the end of the Workshop.

Advanced Greenstone Digital

We shall work towards Training Workshop
providing free access for A training workshop on Advanced
Greenstone was hosted by the USP
families and students
Library with funding from UNESCO, from
25-28 June, 2007.

KOHA: Open Source Integrated
Library System
Late in 2006, the University of the South
Pacific Library was asked by UNESCO to
install the Koha open source integrated
library system at the Cook Islands National
Library (CINL) for which UNESCO also
provided a server.
It is hoped that this is the beginning of
a critical mass of Koha users & expertise
in Pacific libraries. For more information
about Koha see www.koha.org for
UNESCO see www. unesco.org for the
USP Library see www.usp.ac.fj/library

CONFERENCES, TRAINING & WORKSHOPS
By Michael Dowling
(adapted from ALA International Leads)
ALA Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels
participates in a breakout discussion with
John Pagolu, Enion Kalles, and other librarians
from the Marshall Islands.

ALA brings advocacy workshop
to the Pacific
The need to advocate for libraries is
universal, even in paradise. How do you
raise awareness of the importance of
libraries and their impact? How do you
make sure that schools hire trained,
certified librarians? How do you get a
new roof for your library after a typhoon
rips it away?
In November, ALA Executive Director
Keith Michael Fiels and I (Michael
Dowling) presented a two-day Advocacy
Workshop in Palau as a prelude to the
16th Pacific Island Archives and Library
Association (PIALA) Conference
(http://www.uog.edu/rfk/piala/piala.html).
Thanks to the efforts of the indefatigable
Arlene Cohen, from the University of
Guam, the workshop became a reality,
with sponsorship from IFLA’s Action for
Development through Libraries
Programme Core Activity (ALP), and
I F L A’s M a n a g e m e n t o f L i b r a r y
Associations Section (MLAS).

Getting a group of 33 librarians from nine
island nations and territories spanning
thousands of square miles where planes
sometimes fly from an island only once
a week is a challenge, but it all came
together. Participants were from
American Samoa, Guam, Marshall
Islands, Commonwealth of Northern
Marianas (CMI), Federated States of
Micronesia (FSM), Fiji, Kiribati, Palau, and
Papua New Guinea.

each topic, the participants heard a local
success story before breaking into
groups. Libby Cass of the University of
South Pacific and President of the Fiji
Library Association, served as a facilitator
with Arlene Cohen during these
breakouts.

The workshop and the PIALA Conference
were graciously hosted by the Palau
Library Association and Palau Community
College.

By the end of the Workshop each country
had put together an outline for an
Advocacy Action Plan for next year.

Despite jetlag, the dedicated participants
were eager, which energized the
presenters. The workshop took the
participants step by step through the
development of the creation of an
Advocacy Plan. The first day focused on
Planning and Defining Issues and Goals,
Developing Your Message and Talking
Points, and Defining Your Audience. After
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Day Two focused on Building Support,
Team Building, Media Outreach, and
Lobbying.

Since the Workshop, participants have
been firming up their Action Plans. ALA
will provide advice to help meet their
goals, one of which is a new roof for the
Chuuk Public Library two years after the
typhoon destroyed the old one. If you
are interested in helping libraries in the
Pacific, please express your interest on
the Sister Libraries site at
http://wikis.ala.org/sisterlibraries/index.
php/

PEOPLE

Chris Hammond-Thrasher
Systems Manager, USP

Ela Qica
Digitization Librarian, USP

Chris Hammond-Thrasher joined the USP Library in July 2006
as Systems Manager. Chris says he left frozen Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada with his wife and seven-year-old twin daughters
for the Fiji tropical weather. In Canada, Chris formerly worked
in the private sector as a Senior Management Consultant in
Security, Privacy, and Technical Risk for Fujitsu Consulting.

Ela Qica rejoined USP Library in January this year as Digitization
Librarian. Ela is no stranger to USP Library where she had
worked from 1990-2000 as Librarian in the Cataloguing and
Centre (now Regional) Libraries sections. In April 2000, she
resigned to join the United Nations as an Associate Librarian
in the United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG) Library. There
she worked as a cataloguer, indexer, and later became the
Reference Librarian for the Social and Economic Section. In
2005, she moved from the Library to the Office of the Director
General as Associate Speechwriter. Ela resigned from the UN
in 2006 and returned home to Fiji.

Maria Kalenchits
Librarian/Coordinator,
PIMRIS
Denise Rosenblat
Reader Services Librarian
Maria Kalenchits joined USP as Librarian/Coordinator of PIMRIS
in May 2007.
Maria replaces Chris Nelson who resigned in December 2006.
Maria comes from Estonia in Europe and she holds a Masters
degree in Information Science from Tallinn University. Prior
to joining the USP, Maria was the Head of the Library at the
Estonian Marine Institute. She had also worked as a coordinator
of the UNESCO IOC IODE ODINECET pilot project
(Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange for European
Countries in Economic Transition) in 2005-2006. Maria has
moved to the Pacific with her husband whilst her daughter
continues her education in England.

Denise Rosenblatt joined the USP Library as a Reader Services
Librarian in March 2007. Denise came to the USP after seven
years of work with the National Library of Education (NLE) in
Washington D.C, USA. While there she was a liaison librarian
for the Institute of Education Sciences, the National Center
for Education Statistics, and the Office of Innovation and
Improvement where she was also responsible for the NLE’s
Federal Depository Library Program and Government
Documents Reference.
Denise is not new to the Pacific though. In 1994 her family
moved to Saipan in the Marianas Islands where she began
her library career as the Literacy Coordinator for the JoetenKiyu Public Library. She returns to the Pacific for the second
time after completing a Masters degree in librarianship.

Susanna Macanawai
Librarian, Reader Sevices,
USP

Reijieli Tawaketini
Junior Library Assistant

Susanna Macanawai was appointed to a 3-year contract as a
Librarian at Reader Services in June 2007 after obtaining the
Graduate Diploma of Applied Science in Library & information
Management from Charles Sturt University, New South Wales.
Susanna also holds a degree in Agriculture (USP) and the
Diploma in Library/Information Studies (USP). She has worked
at the Alafua and Laucala lib-raries as a paraprofessional.

Reijieli Tawaketini joined the USP Library in February 2007 as
Part-time Junior Library Assistant and works at the Main Issue
Desk. She is currently enrolled in the vocational USP Certificate
in Basic Skills in Library & Information Studies.

Dianne Thompson joined the USP as Law Librarian at Emalus
Campus in Port Vila, Vanuatu on 22 March 2007. Diane replaces
Peter Murgatroyd who resigned early this year to join SPREP
in Apia, Samoa. Diane visited the USP Main Library in Suva
from 23-25th July on a familiarization tour.
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FAREWELLS

Yadav Narayan resigned in June to
migrate after serving for 2 years as
the Library’s Analyst/Programmer.

ACHIEVEMENTS

UH Curator
Receives Lifetime
Achievement Award
(Adapted from UH News)

C h r i s N e l s o n , U S P ’s L i b r a r i an/Coordinator at PIMRIS and former
Alafua Campus Librarian resigned and
returned to Australia in mid-December
2006.

Dr. Karen M. Peacock, Curator of the University of Hawai‘i
at Manoa Library’s Pacific Collection and friend of many
Pacific librarians, received the Lifetime Achievement
Award at the closing ceremony of the 16th annual Pacific
Islands Association of Libraries and Archives (PIALA)
Conference last month. The only other recipient of the
award is her father, Daniel J. Peacock, who received
the honor in 1998. Daniel Peacock is considered the
“father of Micronesian librarianship,” and was recognized
for his work in developing libraries throughout the Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands as its director of library
services.
“I am deeply honoured and was completely surprised by the award,” said Peacock.
“The members of PIALA are extremely generous, and I am so grateful for their
friendship through the years, and for their kind recognition at the conference.”
The ceremony was held at the Belau National Museum amphitheatre in Palau, and
the award was presented by PIALA President, Aaron Sigrah of Kosrae.
Representatives from Hawai‘i, the Marshall Islands, Kosrae, Pohnpei, Chuuk,
Guam, CNMI, Yap and Palau presented gifts and lauded Karen Peacock’s deep
personal impact on their islands, their libraries and on their personal and professional
lives.
Raised in the Pacific Islands, Peacock calls Hawai‘i her home, but says part of her
heart is always in Micronesia. Since receiving her master’s degree in library science
from UH Manoa in 1973, Karen has combined both heart and home in her work
for 33 years in the library’s world- renowned Pacific Collection. She went on to
earn a Master’s in Pacific Island Studies in 1978 and a PhD in History in 1990.

Peter Murgatroyd resigned as the
USP’s Law Librarian at the Emalus
Campus Library,Vanuatu to take up his
new position as Information Resource
Centre Manager (IRCM) with SPREP
in Apia, Samoa.

Sharmila Pillay resigned in February
2007 after a year with the USP Library
as a Reader Services Librarian.

Libraries Pa-C-fika wishes
departing librarians/staff
the best in their
endeavours.

“Thanks to the work of my predecessors and my colleagues today, the Pacific
Collection is the most comprehensive representation of information about the
Pacific region in the world,” Peacock said. “It is my daily joy and privilege to
continue that legacy, and to work and correspond with the dedicated librarians
throughout the Pacific Islands.”
Karen says, “These librarians face huge obstacles. Internet access in much of the
Pacific is slow and expensive. So, while we can find ways to use technology to
enhance access, this is not always a feasible option for PIALA member libraries.”
“Email and organizations like PIALA, which provide training to empower Micronesian
librarians, are valuable developments over the past 20 years,” said Karen. “They
provide a sense of community to people who are physically quite isolated. Email
has facilitated and increased teamwork, communication, and cooperation on
everything from patrons’ reference questions to applying for grants.”
This sense of cooperation and teamwork is reflected in the carved wooden
storyboard presented to Peacock by Tina Rehuher, director of the Belau National
Museum. The carving is of a two-headed eel, representing an ancient Palauan tale
on the importance of teamwork and cooperation.
“My father has, of course, been an example of dedication, integrity and scholarship
for me. What distinguished him, though, is that more than anything, my father
cares about people, and has always put them first. I’ve carried on this approach,
and incorporated it into every facet of my Hiwork.”
“Thirty years ago, I hoped that I would someday work with scholars who came
from the Pacific Islands. When I began my career, there were very few Pacific
Islanders in academic careers,” Peacock said. “Today, there are many young
scholars from throughout Micronesia and the entire region that come into the
Pacific Collection every day to find the resources that make their research possible.
That makes it all worthwhile for me.”

5

RECENT

PUBLICATIONS
From election to coup in Fiji

Jon Fraenkel & Stewart Firth (eds) (2006), 483 pp. ISBN-9789820108080
.. a collection of essays by more than 30 commentators on Fijian affairs. "In May 2006
Fiji held its tenth general election since independence in 1970.In a country with an
unenviable history of election trauma, the mood was apprehensive if not tense- not
least because of controversial public statements against the incumbent Qarase
government being made by the commander of Fiji's military forces." ISBN

Under the mango tree : the people, the palates, the pleasures
Rob Rickman ,Peter Henning & Glen Craig (2006), 96 pp. ISBN-0958756333

"This publication has been created as an everlasting memento of people met, of
palates tantalised and of pleasures enjoyed. Of world travel. Of Pacific rhythm. Of
Fiji flavours...and our own Fiji's Nadi Bay Resort. "

Traditional trees Of Pacific Islands

Craig R. Elevitch (2006), 800 pp. ISBN-9780970254450
This book provides in-depth information for 80 of the most important Pacific island
trees. Written by experts, the text is richly illustrated with over 800 color photographs.
Learn how and where to grow these important trees.

Traditional medicine of the Marshall Islands: The Women, The Plants,
The Treatments
Irene J. Taafaki, Maria Kabua Fowler & Randolph R. Thaman (2006), 300 pp. ISBN9789820203785

This book is an attempt to ensure that traditional knowledge is not lost and that
ecosystems are protected for future generations. It is the result of a collaboration
of nine expert Marshallese healers, members of clans who possess their own special
medicines, and numerous others who are familiar with folk or general remedies. It
describes more than 270 traditional medicinal treatments, all of which use the plants
of the Marshall Islands, and provides a biogeographical, historical and anthropological
context, with a particular focus on the use of traditional medicine for the treatment
of women.
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