CONTENTS
IN THIS ISSUE

EDITORIAL

PAGE 1: ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

PAGE 2: REGIONAL CONNECTIONS
Aotearoa Pacific Language Weeks
Climate Change in the Pacific Te Puna National Library
Pacific Research Librarian...

PAGES 3-4: DEVELOPMENTS &
FEATURES
Fiji Teachers Union Donates
School Books
Information Sharing &
Networking
Bula Si'a USP Labasa Campus
Library
TOGETHER: a Library for
Nasawa...
James Cook University Senior
Liaison Librarian...
USP Press publication - Nine
Decades in Our World.../Daryl
Tarte
PAGES 5-7: PEOPLE AND FOCUS
Appointments
Achievements
Interviews
Viewpoints...Creativity
Departures
PAGE 7: CONFERENCES WORKSHOPS ..
TRAINING
PAGE 7: PUBLICATIONS &
eRESOURCES

ISSN 1815-3240 HARD COPY 1815-3259 ELECTRONIC COPY

Gauging Library Users’ Views

PAGE 1: EDITORIAL

Gauging Library Users' Views

VOLUME 18 NUMBER 2 (JUNE 2022)

Irrespective of the type of library we work in, users are the focus of our services. They are
the reason we exist. Without them, we would not have libraries nor jobs.
To ascertain the value of library services in meeting customer needs, libraries must
periodically consult with their users via surveys. Reasons for conducting such surveys
include:
1. gauging users’ satisfaction rates regarding library services,
2. assessing user needs,
3. ascertaining areas for change/ improvement,
4. gathering demographic information about library users.
Demographic data assists libraries with planning services, activities and resource
acquisitions based on their population's characteristics in terms of educational and cultural
backgrounds, age, and gender and in addition may be expanded to include reading
preferences, research preferences, particularly in school, community, and public libraries.
However, it is important to ensure that all questions are targeted and focused on the
objectives of the survey.
Gauging users’ satisfaction rates determine the adequacy of library information resources
and services currently provided and finding other area(s) that need to be improved or
strengthened. This is true not only for collection development but also for spaces and
equipment.
Assessing users’ needs also help us best serve our patrons within realistic limitations on
time, resources and personnel that impact library services. Given these limitations, the
question we ask is how can our libraries best assist parent bodies (academic, school, public,
special or national libraries) improve user care, services and outcomes?
Library surveys are only useful if we work closely on areas of improvement suggested by the
survey respondents and stretching library budgets by getting best returns on dollars spent.
Whatever the time, cost and resources required, it is important for libraries to continually
gauge our library users’ views, collate survey results, noting in particular, recommendations
for improvement and responding accordingly. Only then are we able to continue to offer
services conducive and meeting our users’ needs.
Liviana Tabalala
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REGIONAL CONNECTIONS
Aotearoa Pacific Language Weeks Series Align with
UNESCO International Decade of Indigenous Languages
2022-2032
Libraries PaCfika draws to the attention of libraries in the Region The Pacific
Language Weeks Series, that runs in New Zealand from May to October 2022.
It showcases programmes and activities promoting the vitality and uniqueness
of Pacific Indigenous language cultures through various social and community a first-hand glimpse on the impact of climate change on
outreach platforms, spaces and networks.
Pacific Islands communities, thus affecting their livelihoods.
Residents of the Cook Islands, Fiji, Marshall Islands, Papua
Collaborative stakeholders will involve Aotearoa communities including New
New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga,
Zealand based Pacific Islanders communities, schools, libraries, arts and
Tuvalu, and Vanuatu provided the images and photos on
cultural heritage institutions, NGOs and government ministries.
display.
Libraries in New Zealand play a prominent and supportive role in showcasing
and promoting awareness and in celebrating with the respective Pacific Island National Library Director Content Services Rachel Esson is
proud that Alexander Turnbull Library's New Zealand and
communities.
Pacific collections are supporting research in New Zealand
The Pacific Language Week Dates 2022 follow:
and the Pacific by way of pressing global issues, such as
Rotuman Language Week: Sunday 8 May – Saturday 14 May 2022
climate change.
Samoa Language Week: Sunday 29 May – Saturday 04 June 2022
Source: https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/455416/troubleKiribati Language Week: Sunday 10 July – Saturday 16 July 2022
in-paradise-images-of-the-climate-crisis-in-the-pacific
Cook Islands Language Week: Sunday 31 July – Saturday 06 August 2022
Pacific Research Librarian at the Turnbull
Tonga Language Week: Sunday 04 September – Saturday 10 September 2022
Library zooms into USP Library, Laucala /
Tuvalu Language Week: Sunday 25 September – Saturday 01 October 2022
Davina Chand and Sala Bukaniyava, Library Assistants USP Library,
Fijian Language Week: Sunday 02 October – Saturday 08 October 2022
Laucala Campus.
Niue Language Week: Sunday 16 October – Saturday 22 October 2022
Tokelau Language Week: Sunday 23 October – Saturday 29 October 2022.
“The United Nations General Assembly has declared the period between 2022
and 2032 as the International Decade of Indigenous Languages to draw
attention to the critical status of many Indigenous languages across the world
and encourage action for their preservation, revitalization and promotion.”
UNESCO reports that at least 40 percent of the 7,000 languages used
worldwide are in danger of being lost.
Suliana Vea, Research Librarian, Pacific at the Alexander
Turnbull Library, a division of the National Library of New
“We thrive when we hear our own stories, in our own languages, from our
Zealand, hosted a talanoa session from Wellington, New
own people. It’s an exciting time for everyone because indigenous languages
Zealand on 10 May 2022 during USP’s mid-semester break.
are being recognised internationally as important for development,
A total of twenty-two Library Assistants and Librarians from
reconciliation, good governance, peace building and lifting people’s general
Laucala Campus, attended the session organized by the USP
wellbeing,” added Hon. Aupito William Sio, New Zealand Minister for Pacific
Pacific Collection Librarian, Gwen Rounds.
Peoples.
USP Campus libraries are encouraged to take a cue from this and organize
displays and discussions on their local languages and where possible might
align their activities with the dates of the NZ week.
Source: https://www.miragenews.com/pacific-language-weeks-announced-737515/

Climate Change in the Pacific - Te Puna National
Library

Climate change and impact pose the greatest challenge to Pacific Island
nations at this time of history.
Over the period November 2021-April 2022, the New Zealand Te Puna
National Library Exhibition held a photographic exhibition titled ‘Trouble in
Paradise’ that showcased 60 winning photographs from a competition
documenting the effects of climate crisis in the Pacific that painted `a
combined stark picture of rising sea levels, tropical cyclones and frequent
floods experienced by South Pacific islanders.’
Images of bleached corals in Fiji and water submerged houses in Samoa
were amongst those on display. These and other photographs gave visitors

The session began with introduction to the website of the
National Library of New Zealand and Alexander Turnbull
Library Collection. Suliana then explained in some detail the
library catalogue’s basic search feature and how to best view
the bibliographic details of a particular item by using the see
original record tab. Participants were informed that copies of
items are also available under the copyright guidelines and
that Inter Library Loans was a way of accessing the collection.
Alexander Turnbull Library Collection holds New Zealand’s
national documentary heritage collections and has restricted
viewing under various accessibility instructions. Many items
are donated and thus have donors’ instructions on how the
collection can be accessed by the client. The ‘Ask a librarian,’
service is also encouraged for any queries and patrons must
be registered online to view the published and unpublished
collection in the reading room.
Suliana’s presentation revealed the similarities between the
collection she looks after and the USP Library’s Pacific
Collection.
All participants found the presentation very useful as they
were informed and reminded of how important the
collection is to the people of New Zealand, made up of many
2
Pacific Islanders from the USP Region.

DEVELOPMENTS & FEATURES

Fiji Teachers Union (FTU) Donates
School Books

institutions such as SPC. She has a wealth of experience having served in
different types of libraries, including school, academic, public and special
libraries in Fiji for a number of years. She was unfazed by the challenges
‘thrown’ her way during the early years of her career, where she
managed with her paraprofessional qualifications. Vere took it all as a
learning curve.

Fiji Teachers Union (FTU) donated $3000 worth of school books
to both primary and secondary school students living in the
Nasole Housing Authority and Relief Trust (HART), Narere HART
and Valelevu HART.

Emmie St. John, an ALIA awardee also shared her inspiring experiences
and journey, especially how she managed to complete her Diploma
qualification commuting daily for about three hours from Namosi, in the
interior of Viti Levu, which was a challenge. Emmie is now a library officer
The FTU had established a separate fund specifically for assisting with SMEC, a global engineering, management and development
consultancy firm.
school children in need, the project has been in existence for 14
years, said Agni Deo Singh, the Union General-Secretary. The
The talanoa session was a success
funds helped students and schools affected during and in the
as it provided an opportunity for
aftermath of COVID.
current and former LIS students
Further $37,000 spent in assisting those large number of families
in the Western Division, who lost their jobs in the COVID
pandemic.
FTU also distributed additional $30,000 worth of books and bags
to schools in the Northern Division.

and library professionals to interact
and mingle over refreshments.

Bula Si’a from USP Labasa Campus Library – the
Friendly North / Mukesh Chand, Library officer USP Campus, Labasa

The USP Labasa
campus library with a
floor area of 119
Information Sharing and Networking
square meters, seats
35 readers and
TALANOA Session for USP LIS Students /
currently houses
Sofia Kubuwai, Library Assistant at USP library, Laucala Campus
approximately 6,500
The concept of "Talanoa” is used in Fiji and across the Pacific to
volumes.
reflect a process of inclusive, and participatory dialogue or simply
The physical space is within the campus building which is located at the
`to talk’. A “talanoa session” was organised by Lorin Pai,
east end of town near the Labasa river and close to the market bus
Coordinator of the Library and Information Services (LIS)
stand. Of significance is its collection of Pacific titles, prescribed texts,
programme on April 21st at the USP Library Learning Commons
reference materials, supplementary reading, serials and audio resources.
for students enrolled in the Certificate and Diploma qualifications.
The launch of the Sirsi-Dynix’s Symphony web based integrated system
LIS alumni students, one with an ALIA award, shared their journey
for all libraries in the USP regional network in 2019, with both the
and experiences during their studies at USP and in their
customer-end, Enterprise and back-end facets and Workflows managed
respective careers.
and controlled by library staff is an achievement.
Guest speaker Liviana Tabalala, USP Deputy University Librarian
The library is a focal point for student activities mainly study support,
and former LIS Coordinator, emphasised on the importance of
research and provision of information facilities and services for users at
the LIS programme, and how these ALIA accredited awards are a
the Labasa Campus. Our aim is to offer equitable service provision as
“stepping stone” to success. She also discussed how libraries
stated in the Library’s Mission.
have had to adapt to meet user needs with reference to how the
In 2022, the orientation was held during the first week of the semester.
USP Library responded during the 2021 Covid-19 lockdown
The Labasa Campus Library was involved with delivering IRS and library
period.
tours to first year students. Enrolments showed a remarkable growth of
The talanoa session provided new and continuing students with
9% for new students and 68 % continuing students. The library is a
an insight to the LIS programme and its relevance to the skillspopular and highly used space at the campus for studies, quiet
based needs of the Library/Information industry at a
discussions and use of PCs, laptops and tablets for researching and
paraprofessional level. Discussions also focused on how aspiring
surfing the internet. The marketing of the library services is constant and
and upcoming library staff can respond to the changes faced in
vigorous, thank you to the “Babasiga” marketing team.
the Library and Information environment. The presenters shared
their success stories and provided hints on how students can plan In Labasa, the demand for university learning continues to increase
every year, and more and more students are enrolled in post graduate
their studies and even pursue a professional qualification.
studies and in USP Pacific TAFE pre-degree and skills-based courses.
Such a growth in enrolment is placing a burden on the library in view of
Of particular interest was the presentation from the current
its present limited human resources of one full time trained library
Director of the College of Marshall Islands Library, Verenaisi
Bavadra who is in her fourth year of service. Verenaisi worked in officer and congested library floor space, but for the time being I will do
3
various libraries in Fiji: government, non-government and regional what I can to provide users with timely and quality services.
Source: https://www.fijitimes.com/union-gives-books/
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TOGETHER: A Library for Nasawa…

Maewo is known to be one of the most beautiful places in Vanuatu

𝐋ocated in the Province of Penama, Nasawa
stretches over 56 kilometres of intense
mountainous green forests, vertiginous
waterfalls and crystal-clear rivers. An
extraordinary rainfall shaped a lush landscape
where the banyans are legion. In the South of
the island, the village of Nasawa today counts
about 600 souls. The place has welcomed
around 500 evacuees from Ambae a few years
ago, after several episodes of large explosive
eruptions but most of them have now returned
to their home island. Year after year, Nasawa is
expanding! The village houses a French primary
school (year 1 to year 6), a dispensary, a
provincial government office, market facilities,
private retail shops, access to the main road,
hydropower electricity, two main anchorage The Government put in place plans
ports and soon... an airport. From a touristic to address the challenge. Today, it
is important to go even further to
point of view, it is an enchantment. There is
assist the local community in
lots to do and to discover: the series of
cascades commonly referred to as Big Wota, building a creative conducive
environment for the children.
the water taro gardens, the prawn fishing,
the stories about the ancient secret societies, Titan FX and the Kiwanis
the traditional dances, and so much more.
association decided to bring their
help and contribute to the effort.
There is unfortunately always another side
of the coin. For many years now, the primary
school has been struggling to keep up a
correct level of literacy. The Vanuatu
standardised test of achievement (VANSTA)
revealed, in 2015, that a large number of
students failed. The report pointed at the
root of the problem: the lack of reading skills.
All specialists conclude that reading skills are
the foundation of school learning. It is
therefore essential to address the problem
and to help these young children build a safe
future for them and their community.

One of the first recommendations
of the Ministry of Education’s was
to expose children to more
learning material, so they decided
to finance a library. The school
allocated a classroom that will be
entirely transformed and
equipped. Thanks to an
investment of 900 000 vatu, the
principal, the teachers, the staff
and of course the children can now
hardly wait to see the final result.
There is no doubt this new facility
The Ministry of Education and several
agencies, among which the French Embassy, will help the young generation of
Maewo build strong reading skills,
Seacology, World Vision, Vanuatu Women
Centre, political parties, Church of Christ, and to open up and to grow their
capacities to share with the world
Seventh Day Adventist Church, have taken
more about their precious culture
measures and brought their support to the
and heritage.
school and its teachers.

James Cook University, Senior Liaison
Librarian Shares with USP Library Staff

Ms Claire Ovaska,
Senior Liaison
Librarian based at
James Cook University
visited the USP library
on Thursday, 2 June
where she met with the
University Librarian, Elizabeth Fong and liaison librarians
and library assistants.
Claire shared her experiences in her role as senior liaison
librarian at James Cook University. Claire is the key point
of contact for the three major disciplines in the College of
Arts, Society and Education; College of Business, Law and
Governance; and College of Science and Engineering.
Claire primary responsibilities as senior liaison librarian
include:
The development, delivery and assessment of library
liaison services that contribute to the University’s learning,
teaching and research.
Coordination of a proactive cross-campus team of
librarians and partners with other professional and
academic staff to integrate and embed digital and
information literacies into the curricula to enhance
student learning.
Providing specialist consultation services for discipline
based scholarly information and communications to
researchers and scholars including the development of
research profiles.
Claire made reference to social capital which relates to
the role of liaison librarians in breaking through barriers
and integrating with social networks and groups within
and beyond the academic communities. A way forward
service delivery approach for liaison librarians to engage
and connect more outside our comfort zone.
Claire ended the visit with a tour around the library and a
visit to the Pacific collection.
For more information about Claire and her role :
https://www.jcu.edu.au/library/about/contacts/staff/claire
-ovaska

A USP Press publication

Nine Decades in Our World: a place called home 1930-2020 by Daryl Tarte

This is the second title to be launched under the USP Press 2021 label https://www.usp.ac.fj/library/usp-press
The book was launched by Mr Robin Yarrow at the USP Library’s Learning Commons on 29 June 2022. He
explained his close friendship with Mr Tarte from the early 70s and how their paths had crossed with his work
with the Fiji Ministry of Agriculture and Mr. Tarte’s with the Sugar industry.
He saw the book as a contribution to the history of Fiji from the pre and post -and independence periods to 2020
and the relationships and observations of Mr Tarte of life in Fiji and the world that included visits to some very
interesting places. The book is easy reading and at the same time an historical document.

Professor Stewart Firth of the ANU congratulated Daryl on his work and shared his thoughts on the book.
It is a personal reflection of Daryl Tarte’s ninety years of life in Fiji and his experiences growing up in colonial and post-independence Fiji from
1930 to 2020. It is a history of Fiji from the perspective of one man who has contributed to Fiji in many ways. For the secondary student and
those interested in history this book written by a `local european’ is a certain acquisition for a readers collection.
The launch was attended by friends of Mr Tarte, the USP Press Advisory Panel Members, Heads of Schools of the University and prominent
local individuals
The Book is available from the USP Book Centre https://www.usp.ac.fj/commercial-operations/usp-book-centre/
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PEOPLE AND FOCUS
LIANZA President Elect

Elam Kafolea, Librarian USP Library
Sushila Devi Lal – Librarian, Reader Services
USP Library
Sushila joined USP library on 2 May 2022 after
serving the Fiji National University (FNU) for
over ten years as Senior Librarian responsible
for the FNU Medical library, eLearning and
eResources management and user
engagement.
Sushila is not totally new to USP library as she
first joined in 1997 to 2005 as a library
assistant. Sushila had worked in both customer
and technical services namely: Reader Services,
Cataloguing, Regional Libraries and PIMRIS. She
joined TPAF as librarian from 2005 to 2011.

Ms. Elam Kafolea was recently appointed a
Librarian of USP Library, Laucala Campus.
She began work at the Solomon Islands
Campus Library on 25April 2022 while
awaiting the issuance of her Fiji work permit.
Ms. Kafolea was a former librarian at the
Solomon Islands National University (SINU).
She holds a Diploma in Library & Information
Studies and a degree in Business and
Administration from USP and a Masters in
Information Studies (Librarianship) from
Charles Sturt University (2019).

Richard Misilei will take up
the position of LIANZA
President-Elect from July 1,
2022 and will serve three
consecutive years as LIANZA
in the latter position, as
President, and Immediate
Past President.
He has been LIANZA PIMN SIG co-convenor for several
years and as the conference co-convenor at the LIANZA
2019 Conference in Auckland.
Richard is the Connected Communities Lead and Coach,
where he looks after
most of the Auckland Council sites in the Ōtara-Papatoetoe
area, one of the local board areas in South Auckland. Four
of these sites are libraries. He used to manage one of
these four sites: Tupu Youth Library, a job he absolutely
adored.

INTERVIEWS

Sushila has a USP Diploma in Library &
Information Studies, Bachelors in Literature,
Language and Education, USP; Post Graduate
Diploma in LIS, and the Master in Information
Management from Curtin University, Australia
in 2012.
Jione Jimione, IT Library Technician

Verity Naota, Library Attendant, USP
Solomon Islands Campus
Ms. Verity Naota was recently appointed to fill
the second Library Attendant position (exJeffery Tauman) Ms Naota joined the Campus
Library on 25th April 2022. She is currently
enrolled in the USP Certificate in
Library/Information Studies programme.

Jione Irava Jimione was appointed IT library
technician at USP library on 2 May 2022. Prior to
this, he was IT assistant with the Secretariat of the
Pacific Community (SPC) for 3 years. Jimione has a
USP Diploma in Information Technology from
Pacific TAFE and is now pursuing a Bachelor of
Science in Information Systems and Geo-Spatial
Science at USP. His reasons for joining USP are for
enhanced work conditions, environment and
study opportunities. Jimione dreams to gain a
Postgraduate Master’s degree in his field of
interest and expertise in 5 years’ time.

ACHIEVEMENTS
Gyaneshwar Narayan aka Junior, 2022 USP
MBA Gold Medalist
Congratulations to USP Library Systems Manager,
Gyaneshwar Narayan, for being one of the two
recipients of the 2022 USP Graduation Gold Medalist
for the Masters in Business Administration award
which he co-shared with friend, Sachil Ram Sharma.
Junior as he is better known by library colleagues,
juggled between fulltime work as the Library Systems
Manager and being a part time post graduate student Junior added that the MBA is an
accredited and an exemplary qualification
and a parent. He always started studies on the very
in the region, and that it is designed to
first day of the semester, focusing on learning the
nurture t leadership skills through problem
objectives of the course and each lesson.
solving, decision making, integrity and
Junior shared his most enriching experience was
ethics, team ownership and passion for
engaging and relating with students from different
development.
cultural and professional backgrounds and learning,
understanding and most importantly respecting each
Junior dedicated his achievement to his
other’s viewpoints.
family, who supported and motivated him.

Susana Macanawai : Perspective of New
Role as Senior Librarian Customer Services
Susana Macanawai took up her new appointment as
Senior Librarian Customer Services with USP library,
Laucala campus on 16 May 2022. She is not totally new
to the USP community because she has been a librarian
and PIMRIS Coordinator, USP lower campus for the past
11 years.
Libraries PaCfika thanks Susana for her willingness to
be part of this interview to share her views on her new
role.
Q.1: Please state your years of service with USP:
qualifications attained, and positions held in
academic institutions, etc.
I have around 20 years of service with the University of
the South Pacific (USP), in various positions between
USP Alafua campus, USP Laucala lower campus and the
USP Laucala main campus. I had been in and out of the
USP system in various roles and in between other jobs in
Samoa, Fiji and Australia. My first ever job was as an
Agriculture Researcher (crops) after graduating with a
Bachelor of Agriculture from Alafua Campus. I also hold
a teaching qualification from USP and the Masters in
Library and Information Management from Charles Sturt
University, Australia. So, in total I have around 30 years
of work experience between USP, the Samoan
Government, Fijian government, Queensland University
of Technology and the University of Queensland in
Brisbane.
Q.2. As a PIMRIS librarian with extensive years of
experience in marine and fisheries information
management in the region, please highlight what
75
aspects you would miss about the job?
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I will miss the project management part of the PIMRIS role and the regional
(Pacific Islands) and international partnerships to develop marine/fisheries
information services and collections and provide training. The information and
resource sharing has been a significant and rewarding part of these partnerships
as we face challenges relating to budgetary constraints. The coordination of the
PIMRIS network overall and its annual activities is similar to my previous role at
the USP Institute of Research, Extension and Training in Agriculture (Alafua
Campus) except for the planning, organizational and management part of
projects where I do most of the work. As Coordinator PIMRIS my position, with
more than 11 years in the role has been a rewarding and a great learning
experience, managing not only the regional network but also as a librarian at the
PIMRIS Lower Campus Library.
Q.3. You have teaching qualifications and experience, how much of these
attributes fit in your role as the Head of Customer Services?
Quite a lot as we offer information literacy or as we call it at the USP, Information
Research Skills (IRS) programme at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels
at USP. We also offer IRS training for USP staff based on their needs including our
own Library Staff Development programme focusing on staff upskilling and
refresher trainings, in all aspects of library/information service work.
Having taught at secondary school in both Samoa and Fiji, the organisational,
planning, management, assessment, and other learner focused aspects of
teaching are invaluable to this role (I think).
Q.4. What are your plans for the first 6 months in the position?
This is just my first week on the job and am still going through orientation. At the
moment I am scanning my environment, getting to know the team, my new
responsibilities, and reading through manuals, etc. I love challenges and during
my first year on the job, I hope to concentrate on working closely with the
Customer Service team, library management and all sections of USP library to
implement what has been planned for the year.
Vinaka Vakalevu once again Susana, best wishes on your new appointment!

Tribal & Mystic – Rise to Protect Your Heritage
“I am tribal and mystic in many ways” says the Papua New Guinean
writer Joycelin Kauc Leany.
Joycelin, who lives in Brisbane, Australia is a proud and passionate writer
and narrator of the Arts, Culture and Heritage of Melanesian and Papua
New Guinea people. She is an Ahe woman, part of a tribe from a small
village Wagang, in the outskirt of Lae, Morobe Province. She was raised
by her mother, grandmother, and an Australian father whom she met at
19.
Her recent book, ‘The lazy Little Frog’ is a delightful universal story for
children of all ages. It talks about love, kindness and friendship, while
offering an insight into life in Papua New Guinea. The book is written in
both English and Tok Pisin for the purpose of preserving and promoting
PNG language. Joycelin in this book reveals how a blend of local
languages can be used to intricately weave a story that is readable and
understood.
As a writer, Joycelin’s plea to all tribal and indigenous people around the
world is to rise, fight and protect our heritage – our languages for
instance to speak it, write it and teach it to our children. Source:
https://tribalmystic.me/2022/04/

VIEWPOINTS…CREATIVITY
Aarti Mala, Library Assistant - Unleash her Golden Chord of
Creativity

Aarti, USP Library Assistant shared her talent and skill when she was
selected to play a part in the play written by renowned Pacific playwright
Larry Thomas in his play titled, ‘The Accident’.
Aarti discovered her interest and involvement in creative and performing
arts at a very young age. A passion she believes that grew with her and as
she jokingly added “it runs in her veins.” Aarti’s family namely her father,
uncles and cousins were known in the religious circle for playing the
harmonium and singing in local bhajan (religious songs) competitions.
The same with her mother who is still very much involved in cultural
singing and dancing as well as her hobby of sewing.
Besides acting, Aarti also has her interest in fashion and designing. “I just
feel so alive and so me when I am involved with any form of performing
arts or fashion. So, I guess I was not spared from the creative juice that
runs in my family,” she said.
Back to the play The Accident, Aarti added, it is about memories, love, the
demons within us about faith, race and religion and the coup culture.
How individual perspective affects the relationship among family
members, colleagues, and friends.
What are some lessons you have learnt from the play? That we all have
some form of perception within us, as being human we either choose to
encapsulate it within our own defined spaces or we let it out to expose its
sting which in a way reveals our very true nature to the world. Apparently,
I was reminded of the biblical expression of love in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8,
while doing this play, despite many odds, bittersweet experiences we
encountered, love keeps no record of wrongs, love conquers all, she said.
Aarti played the role of an Indo-Fijian woman, named Sharmila, a teacher
and principal in a high school. She was a widow and had two daughters
and a son. A very strict and disciplinarian working mother and raised her
children alone after losing her husband in a road accident. Her purpose
was to provide the best for her children after the tragic loss of her
husband and not to lose sight of her customs and expectations from her
husband’s family. Aarti described her role, as a widowed mother a real
challenge, an emotional roller-coaster ride when some memories are relived.
The play cuts deep into the chords of faith, race and religion which to an
extend influence the decisions we make for our family and our children.
In the play, the bride’s father wanted his future Indo-Fijian son in law
convert to Christianity. The talks between two contrasting families on the
marriage of two young people who dearly love each other reveal our own
individual’s prejudices, perceptions and beliefs. How these come into play
as we are confronted with experiences that touch our very core of
identity.
Do you see a co relation in your fulltime profession as library assistant
and interest and hobby in performing and creative arts? “Very much so,”
Aarti being an avid reader and equipped with trained library and research
skills, she is able to find the relevant resources that facilitate her work in
scriptwriting, directing, acting, costume designing and choreography.
Aarti in her pursuit, sees many opportunities in the world of performing
arts that she will no doubt continues to explore. “Taking a creative path is
not easy, it takes lots of time, effort, and lots of patience,” she said. Aarti is
with a Dance Company and learning sign language, penning a few scripts,
and designing for local clientele. “I must thank the Director of the play
Larry Thomas for not only believing in me but also having patience and
lots of it.”
Let us unleash the chord of creativity within us, go out there explore
your universe not because you want but because you can!
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DEPARTURES
Judith Titoko – Senior Librarian Technical Services Retired After
43 Years at USP Library
Judith Titoko retired from the library
on Wednesday 18 May 2022, “after 43
years of faithful service to USPLN,”
according to the University Librarian,
Elizabeth Fong. In her parting
statement, Elizabeth, on behalf of the
University Library thanked Judith, who
was a senior member of the Library’s
Management Team for her
commitment and professional
contribution to the USPL Network.

CONFERENCES..
WORKSHOPS.. TRAINING

IFLA will hold the 87th IFLA World Library and Information
Congress in person, in Dublin, Ireland. 26-29 July 2022

Elizabeth paid the following tribute to mark
her personal as well as the library's acknowledgement of Judith's unwavering
commitment and allegiance to the University community:

"Over the years Judith has held positions of Librarian, Pacific
Information Centre, Reader Services, Pacific Collection, Cataloguing
(Head) and for the last 10 years or so as Senior Librarian (Technical
Services) with responsibilities for acquisitions and serials. She has
liaised with the region in her various positions and worked at Emalus
Campus and the Alafua Campus where she was Senior Librarian on
contract in the 1980s.
She has been the lead Librarian in the development of the Library’s eresources and digital collections.
It was under her leadership in the preparation for the Learning
Commons that de-selection of the serials collection was completed
and the same for the monograph collections.
Her contribution to the development of the easy reading collection
under a project to encourage reading and excellence in the English
language at USP is acknowledged.
Judith has trained and mentored many professional and
paraprofessional staff and particularly those who have worked in
Technical Services where her eye for detail and emphasis on quality
has contributed to the Library’s high technical standards.
Judith was relied upon to share professional articles on library
development and which often times were discussion items on the
senior staff meeting agenda.
Judith has worked with all University Librarians namely Harold
Holdsworth, Esther, Carol, Joan and myself and all have
acknowledged her unwavering commitment to the Library profession
and its standards.
The Library’s farewell gift to Judith is an `External Borrower Card with
Life Membership’ and without a doubt you will see her in the
Collection!
In the immediate future, Judith plans to visit and spend time with her
mum in England.”
Vinaka Vakalevu Judith for your contribution, Team Library wish you continued
good health and an exciting retirement when your time will be your own!
Source: Elizabeth Fong. University Librarian’s Email posted 17/05/22

Pacific Libraries Network
Interested people are invited to visit PLN's very active Facebook page
and join the Listserv - to subscribe to the listserv email
sympa@nla.gov.au with the subject subscribe
pacificlibrariesnetwork.

PUBLICATIONS@USP BOOK CENTRE
PUBLICATIONS...eRESOURCES
Now Available: IFLA Asia and Oceania Regional Quarterly
News – May 2022 Issue
Download the PDF to dive right into the articles.
https://cdn.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/IFLARO-EDM_Final-May22.pdf

Honiara Village-City of Solomon Islands/ Clive Moore.
ACT: ANU Press, 2022. ISBN: 9781760465063; ISBN
(online) 9781760465070 A$90 [Also available online]

"The book argues that over decades there have been
four and sometimes five changing and intersecting
Honiara ‘worlds’ operating at one time, each of
different social, economic and political significance. The
importance of each group—British, Solomon Islanders,
other Pacific Islanders, Asians, and more recently the
2003–17 presence of the Regional Assistance Mission to
Solomon Islands (RAMSI)—has changed over time."

Contested terrain : reconceptualising security in
the Pacific / Steven Ratuva. ACT : ANU Press, 2019.
ISBN: 9781760463199; ISBN (online) 9781760463205
A$50 [Also available online]
"Contested Terrain provides a cutting-edge,
comprehensive and innovative approach to critically
analysing the multidimensional and contested nature of
security narratives, justified by different ideological, "
political, cultural and economic rationales. Using three case studies from the
Pacific (Fiji, Tonga and Solomon Islands), Contested Terrain
shows the different security challenges facing each country,
which result from their unique historical, political and
socio-cultural circumstances.
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