
1 
 

 

SPEECH BY 
ACTING VICE-CHANCELLOR AND PRESIDENT, DR GIULIO PAUNGA 

AT THE 23RD USPSA FEDERAL COUNCIL MEETING 
VIA ZOOM ON THE 27TH OF JULY 2021, 10AM – 11AM 

 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 
The Secretary General, Pacific Islands Forum, Mr. Henry Puna; 
The Minister of Education, Heritage & Arts, Fiji, Ms. Rosy Akbar; 
Pro-Chancellor & Chair of USP Council, Mr. Winston Thompson; 
The President, NZ Union Of Students’ Association, Mr. Andrew Lesells; 
The USPSA Chairperson & President, Mr. Lepani Naqarase; 
Honourable Members of the USPSA Federal Council; 
Members of the USPSA Federal Staff; 
Distinguished Invited Guests; 
Our Students; 
 
WELCOME 
 

• Bula Vinaka and warm Pacific Greetings to you all across our university region, it 
is such a pleasure to see all your wonderful faces although we cannot meet 
together in person today.  
 

• I am greatly honoured to be part of our Students’ Association 23rd Federal Council 
Meeting,  
 

• I believe that historically, this is your second Council Meeting virtually and so I 
wish to acknowledge and appreciate the efforts made for us all to be together 
today and to ensure continuity in business by the Federal Council.  
 

• It is indeed a spirited reflection of exactly the theme you have penned out, 
“Resilient Leadership”.  As the saying goes, “the show must go on”.   

 
• We are always proud of our students and today, on behalf of the University, I wish 

to thank you for ensuring that the solidarity of our students across our 12 member 
countries continues for the betterment of our university. 
 

YOUR UNIVERSITY 
 

• The pandemic has really taught us a lot. Unprecedented crises also present 
opportunities for transformation. Most importantly, that we must work together.  

 
• As your university, the safety and care of our people are paramount, most 

especially when the pandemic hit our shores.  
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• With the Pandemic Management Plan widely distributed to our USP community, 
it has been the clear lines of communication and the immeasurable support from 
all stakeholders, most especially our Students Association that has helped us 
navigate the many challenges we faced.  
 

• We have created many great initiatives together (the Call Centre, the Common 
Spaces, tablets and laptop initiatives) in a short span of time because of the 
fantastic partnership we have held during this pandemic period. 
 

• With the closure to borders we all have had to adjust, relearn and rethink how we 
go abouts with business. In the ‘new normal’, the onus is on us to create how we 
move forward as an individual, a family, a community, an organization, a region.  
 

• It begins with us and it is shaped by what we action today.   
 

• As many universities all over the world face closure, USP is very fortunate to have 
maintained its enrollments numbers through 2020 and for 2021.  
 

• We also had an of increase of twenty-one percent (21%) for students resuming 
studies after three years absenteeism this semester. 
 

• Besides the thrill it has been in settling all learning and teaching to online, the 
University has continued to do its best to highlight graduations, seminars, 
workshops and many of its usual business virtually whilst maintaining national 
COVID protocols.  
 

• It has been nothing short of amazing to witness our staff and students make these 
transitions to digitalization platforms together.   
 

• A remarkable recent feat and proof of our success is the external acknowledgment 
by the World Universities Real Impact (WURI) Ranking System where USP ranked 
11th in category for Crisis Management amongst the Top 100 Universities.  
 

• We stood shoulder to shoulder with many prominent and very well-resourced 
universities, a clear reflection that our size and limited resources have not held 
USP from producing quality education to the Pacific region; 
 

• I also wish to highlight a recent achievement where our staff and students in 
STEMP developed a low-cost emergency care ventilator prototype.  
 

• We are so proud that we are continuously contributing to our region in a positive 
way in the fight against COVID from providing technical expertise to providing 
platforms for conversations for sustainable agricultural best practices.  
 

• It is so important now more than ever that we are sharing knowledge to harness 
successful strategies, or pooling together of resources and expertise.   
 

https://www.usp.ac.fj/news/story.php?id=3408
https://www.usp.ac.fj/news/story.php?id=3408
https://www.usp.ac.fj/news/story.php?id=3404
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• I wish to acknowledge the presence of the NZ Union of students’ Association today 
who I am confident has many great insights of how they have tackled their fair 
share of challenges.  
  

 
RESILENT LEADERSHIP 
 

• We ask ourselves, what is resilient leadership.  
 

Winston Churchill once said and I quote, “success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is 
the courage to continue that counts”  

 

• Each and every one of us, I believe has a God-given unique purpose and calling. 
None of us are where we are at by accident.  
 

• It means that your presence during this pandemic is because you are packed with 
solutions to respond to the challenges of today.  
 

• As you contemplate your role in this unique season we are in, I want to encourage 
you our student leaders, make the most of this opportunity to encourage, to 
inspire and to impact your community. 
 

• As you deliberate over the next few days, seize the opportunity to birth 
courageous innovative practices whether it be in advocacy on issues relating to 
our Pacific region or student voice, continue to muster the great solidarity you 
have as the voice of our future generation. 
 

• We are trend-setters in the making and we have a great responsibility to our 
future generation to set the path and the pace well.  
 

• Trend-setters does not have an age limit, a race, a religion, or a culture it is people-
focused in the heart and resilient in the soul. May all your discussions be sources 
of strength and motivation set your sails to new horizons as One Ocean, One Voice, 
One People and One Journey. 
 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 
 

• Ladies and gentlemen, as I conclude, on behalf of the University, I wish to thank 
you for the tremendous work and support and for the opportunity to address your 
23rd Student Council Meeting today. 
 

• May your deliberations over the next few days be fruitful and I look forward to 
meeting you all once again tomorrow with the Senior Management Team. 
  

 
Thank you, Malo Au’Pito and a Blessed day to you all. 


