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Hello and welcome back!

This month, we’re focusing on our youth and the skills they have to offer. Every year on 
July 15, we observe World Youth Skills Day to recognise the importance of preparing 
young people for employment, decent work, and entrepreneurship, followed by 
International Youth Day on August 12. The intention for this is simple: youth have a lot to 
contribute to the development and advancement of their communities and countries. 
Investing in young people’s education and skills ensures that they are prepared to drive 
economic growth in the future.

This year’s theme was ‘Transforming youth skills for the future,’ and thus this issue 
focuses on our youth who are applying their skills and expertise in their chosen fields 
to help shape the future. The young people featured in this issue are passionate about 
issues such as climate change, indigenous language preservation, entrepreneurship, 
art, volunteering and community service, and marine management, and we get a 
glimpse of the transformative work they are doing to make a difference.

We also pay tribute to the late Dr Marjorie Crocombe, a champion of oral poetry and 
literature and one of the Pacific’s most respected authors and academics, and include 
an essay written by a Samoan high school student about youth and youth skills.

I hope you enjoy reading this issue, and if you have any comments or suggestions, please 
send them to us so we can work on bringing you exciting and improved content.

Until next time…

Natasha Begum
Manager Public Relations and 
Communications

Managing Editor:
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Reports by:
Lena Reece | Media & Public Relations Coordinator  
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So far, we 
have managed 
to relocate 
approximately 
three to five 
communities. 
What will happen 
to the rest of the 
795 communities 
that will need to 
relocate in less 
than 27 years?

Surviving 
medical odds to 
fighting for her 
people’s survival

Having overcome medical odds, coming from humble 
beginnings, and learning from her family’s sheer hard 

work, Salote Nasalo is more determined than ever to have 
her voice, and the voices of Fijians and Pacific Islanders heard 
in the current fight against climate change.

Ms Nasalo’s parents were informed when she was only 9 
months old that their only child at the time had a medical 
condition that could be fatal if not operated on. Now pursuing 
her Master’s in climate change at The University of the South 
Pacific (USP), Ms Nasalo maintains that she is going to make 
sure her second chance at life would make a difference for 
her, her family, her village, nation and the region. 

She highlighted that she could still recall the days her family 
would struggle to make ends meet with her father being the 
sole breadwinner. Since then, Ms Nasalo who is the oldest of 
three siblings worked to set the bar in her family and at the 
same time grown a passion to protect Fiji and her people in 
the fight for our livelihoods. 

Feature 
article.
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“Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
reports on loss and damage, how by 2050 Tuvalu 
will be underwater. Also by 2050, 800 communities 
around Fiji will have to relocate because of sea 
level rise. So far, we have managed to relocate 
approximately three to five communities. What 
will happen to the rest of the 795 communities 
that will need to relocate in less than 27 years?” 
Ms Nasalo said.  

Ms Nasalo said her truth was that in the next 15 
years from today, she would be responsible for the 
climate-related decision-making of her country 
and negotiating, convincing, and pleading for 
a chance for her people to live their lives to the 
fullest.

“All these thoughts are weighing heavy on my 
heart, and I am sure that this is the case for every 
youth that is driven for the same course passionate 
about climate justice, aware of the climate 
emergency we’re currently facing thus we will 
keep fighting, we will keep striving to ensure that 
our children and our children’s children and their 
children will have a fighting chance. A chance to 
live not just anywhere else but our homeland,” she 
added. 

Ms Nasalo who is from Bukuya in Ba 
acknowledged the honourable Alok Sharma, for 
choosing Fiji to be his destination and wished 
him well as he prepared for COP27 in Egypt in 
November.

After completing her degree, Ms Nasalo became 
the first to achieve this level of education in her 
family and was not about to stop there. She went 
on to pursue and later complete her Postgraduate 
studies and is a proud Australia Centre for 
International Agricultural Research scholar. 

In July, Ms Nasalo was given the opportunity to 
speak directly to COP26 President, Alok Sharma 
on the growing issue of climate change right here 
in the Pacific. 

In a powerfully moving speech, Ms Nasalo said 
she wanted to speak her truth and make it known 
to leaders and stakeholders that she, like many 
young Pacific Island youths, was the custodian of 
their vanua and is responsible for the protection of 
her people in Oceania and their interests.

“I look around and I was amazed as I watch 
youths, my brothers and sisters take up the stand, 
fighting, voicing their concerns in international 
arenas, marching and chanting their battle cry 
knowing very well what is at stake,” she stressed. 

COP26 President, Alok Sharma was paying 
attention when Ms Nasalo began throwing out 
figures on home displacement and relocation 
due to the ever-increasing effects of the rise in sea 
level and frequent occurrence of severe natural 
disasters – two of the major effects of climate 
change. 
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We are people of the Pacific, we have our 
languages and dialects and for some 

reason nowadays, people here in the region would 
rather converse in English than in their mother 
tongue. This can add to the diminishing use and 
knowledge of our indigenous language. 

This is partly what fuelled the love for language for 
Mr Wilfred Fimone who will soon be on his way to 
the United States of America to pursue his PhD in 
Linguistics at Stanford University. 

Following the completion of his studies at Yat 
Sen Secondary School, Mr Fimone undertook 
foundation studies at The University of the South 
Pacific (USP) and at the time was sure he was 
going to pursue law and fulfil his grandfather’s 
dream of becoming a lawyer. 

Life had other plans for Mr Fimone as his journey 
at USP was not an easy one. Like many young 
people who go through university, the road to 
getting a degree was long and winding for Mr 
Fimone who for some time said he was lost and 
had to change the combination of majors. 

However, as time caught up, Mr Fimone realised 
he had a passion for language, and narrowed it 
down to studying Linguistics and History before 
eventually graduating with a gold medal in 
Linguistics. 

During this time, assisting other students studying 
linguistics as a peer assistant was Mr Fimone’s way 
of fulfilling some part of his dream of becoming a 
teacher. 

As a Postgraduate student, Mr Fimone was 
heavily involved in teaching Linguistics at USP 
and worked hard to ensure he expanded his 
knowledge in the Rotuman language. Working 
as a Peer Assistant at the University during his 
undergraduate studies in a way also allowed Mr 

Feature 
article.

Fimone to reaffirm his choice of study where he 
relearned all he had been taught.

A key figure in Mr Fimone’s life as he journeyed 
to find his way through university was his late 
grandmother who was the only person who 
communicated with him through the Rotuman 
language and this is what drove him to probe 
further into the language. 

Throughout his studies, Mr Fimone looked at 
how the Rotuman language was used, from 
those who spoke it as well as non-speakers; how 
they perceived the language and its usage; and 
why they preferred to speak in English instead of 
Rotuman. 

These were some of the aspects of the study 
of language Mr Fimone researched. Former 
Associate Professor of Linguistics at USP, Paul 
Geraghty and Senior Lecturer Dr Fiona Willans 
were also instrumental in growing his passion for 
learning linguistics.

His love and passion to keep his mother tongue 
alive pushed Mr Fimone to work to acquire the 
highest level of academic qualification and he is 
now on his way to beginning another journey in 
academia.  

It is up to the youth 
to ensure their 
indigenous language 
is preserved
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Having a baby while in high school put a spanner 
in Ms Nelsie James’ plans for her studies 

forcing her to give up a secured opportunity to 
study in Fiji in 2018. However, she was determined 
to raise her son and provide for him to the best of 
her abilities. 

Despite not having a father figure for most of her 
life, Ms James’ father reached out to her when he 
found out she was pregnant in December of 2018 
in an effort to reconnect. Her father flew to Vanuatu 
and as they spent time together, he encouraged 
Ms James to get into some sort of business for 
financial stability. This was the beginning of a 
plan for the young mother-to-be, as she knew this 
could help provide for her and her son. 

Ms James then eventually began venturing into 
making Moringa Oil and tested the market in 
Port Vila where it turned out to be a great start. 
She slowly managed to save to help cater for their 
medical expenses. The arrival of her bundle of joy 
was a memorable moment and Ms James recalls 
she was content as the sales from her product 
had catered for most of their bills and needs. 

In early 2019, Ms James joined the Youth Challenge 
Vanuatu and took some Business Courses and 
soon after began taking a certificate course at 

The University of the South Pacific’s (USP) Pacific 
Technical and Further Education. Completing 
her certificate in Business Development and 
Management Pacific, Ms James began managing 
her little business even better. 

The single mother presently works a second job 
to sustain her little family’s expenses, and this 
allows her business to thrive on whatever money 
is coming through the sale of her products. 

Ms James said, “juggling motherhood, two jobs 
and studies has not been easy but I am truly 
thankful that I decided to start”.

She is now looking into other products 
acknowledging the support from her former 
teachers and lecturers who have helped her along 
the way. 

“I am forever blessed to have a strong support 
system as well, mainly from my maternal links as 
they have stepped in to accommodate me during 
my journey to being where I am today,” she added. 

Ms James is encouraging other young women in 
her community, country, and region to overcome 
the odds that they may face and to work hard to 
achieve what they set their minds on. 

Feature 
article.

Single mother takes 
on challenges to 
start up her own 
business

The Conch  |   Issue 7   |   July 2022 5



Artist rises 
above 
naysayers

Feature 
article.

I am 
concentrating 
on my sculpting, 
and I hope it 
continues to 
develop. I see 
myself doing 
more in the 
future

During his first exhibition, renowned Fijian artist Jeke 
Lagi was told he wasn’t good enough. Surprisingly, 

this did not demotivate him.

He had his first Sculpture Exhibition at The University of 
the South Pacific (USP) Oceania Center. 

He expressed his gratitude to USP for recognising his 
abilities and grooming him into one of the best artists in 
the country.

Mr Lagi is a Fijian-born, self-taught artist who is also a 
member of the Red Wave Collective. Every sculpture he 
makes represents an event or a personal observation. It 
has a lot of significance, as stated by him. 

“Many different ideas have influenced me to make 
sculptures. The intricate grain of the tiniest breadfruit seed 
or piece of wood inspires me. In my mind, even a single 
word from a conversation can conjure up the image of a 
painting or creating a sculpture. I get ideas from nature’s 
simple lines, and the colours and designs I use reflect that,” 
Mr Lagi said. 

Mr Lagi creates his sculptures from Mahogany and Vesi 
(Intsia bijuga). He also stated that having the appropriate 
tools was critical. His sculptures are sold between 100 FJD 
to 3000 FJD. 

“When I was young, I made figures and scenes out of 
copper wire and plasticine. I started drawing as well; it 
was a small hobby that took off in high school. I consider 
sketching to be a member of my family.”

By the time he was in Year 12, his mother had recognised 
his skill and interest in art, and she brought him to the USP 
Oceania Centre. 
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Every day after school, he came to the Centre. 
His first impression of the artists was that they 
were geniuses. He was not disheartened despite 
being the only student and the youngest artist.

He was astounded when he received his first A3 
canvas, and the first time he held a paintbrush 
because he had never seen anything like it 
before.

During his first workshop, he tackled a 2x2 
meter canvas; he was the last artist to finish it 
because it took a lot of time to express his ideas 
on canvas. That painting was about the 2000 
coup. 

“A politically influenced piece represented how 
Fiji stood alone while other countries tried to tell 
us what to do,” he said.

He painted this with a face with no ears. “The 
wrinkled-up face looks back, suggesting the 
suffering of the Fijian people at that time.”

His style, colours, and designs have progressed 
to a new level since his first workshop. He knows 
exactly what to do with a blank canvas or piece 
of wood when he sees it. It’s all because of real-
life experiences, according to Mr Lagi. 

He realised that his life had more meaning if 
he painted and did sculpting, and now he is 
committing to his art. 

“I am concentrating on my sculpting, and I hope 
it continues to develop. I see myself doing more 
in the future,” he added. 

One of the things that motivated him was when 
a top artist told him he wasn’t good enough 
during his first exhibition with the Red Wave 
Collective.

When people see his work, he enjoys seeing the 
expressions on their faces. The joy on their faces 
is his greatest reward. 

He continues to create and develop his art to 
please his mother, who saw an artist in him and 
brought him to the Oceania Centre to become 
the artist he is today.

Since its inception in 1998, the Oceania Centre 
emphasised communal open spaces centred 
on outdoor exhibitions, and it was only in 2012 
that the Centre opened its first Gallery space. 
The Centre supports new and emerging artists 
seeking exhibition advice and assistance.
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Marjorie lived up 
to her exacting life 
motto. Her efforts have 
impacted and inspired 
uncountable others.

Honouring Marjorie 
Tua’inekore 
Crocombe: A 
remarkable Pacific 
life

Over 92 active years, Marjorie Tua’inekore 
Crocombe was first and foremost the 

devoted matriarch of her family, as well as an 
educator, author, and university administrator 
whose life helped and touched so many.

Marjorie Crocombe (née Hosking) was born in 
1930 in Rarotonga, the youngest of 11 children of 
Dr Rupert and Vaevae Hosking of Titikaveka.

Marjorie, mostly know as Mama Marjorie, was 
a champion of oral poetry and literature, and 
outspoken about encouraging Pacific writers 
to analyse contemporary life through poetry, 
art and stories. She often collaborated with her 
husband, Ron Crocombe, including co-writing 
and editing several books and articles.

Marjorie trained as a teacher at Ardmore 
Teachers Training College and in 1955, she 
became the first Cook Islands female lecturer at 
Nikao Teachers College.

A 50-year partnership began when Marjorie and 
Ron Crocombe got married in 1959.

At USP, Marjorie completed her Bachelor of 
Arts degree majoring in history and education. 

Feature 
article.

Influenced by her creative writing teachers at 
the University of Papua New Guinea (UPNG), 
she helped establish and became the first 
president of the South Pacific Creative Arts 
Society (SPACS), a post she retained for 23 years 
(1977-2000).

SPACS provided a platform for a “New wave of 
Pacific writers” through its journal Mana with 
Marjorie as editor. Many of the early authors 
who were published in Mana, such as Albert 
Wendt, Konai Thaman, the late Alistair Te Ariki 
Campbell, and the late Grace Molisa, were or 
went on to become well-known writers and 
academics internationally. This prompted 
Cook Islands academic Emily Powell to wonder 
whether a Pacific literature would have existed 
at all if Marjorie and her colleagues had not 
established SPACS and sustained Mana with 
their own tireless work!

Dr. Linda Crowl writes that “writers and 
publishers from the wider region owe a great 
debt to Marjorie’s insight and generosity.”

The first Cook Islanders to graduate from USP 
were Marjorie and Lionel Brown in 1971. Marjorie 
served as the USP Extension Studies director 
from (1983-88), with responsibility for delivering 
extension studies to the university’s 12-member 
countries.

For their 20 plus years in Suva, Ron and Marjorie’s 
home at 6 Mariko Street, was a refuge for Pacific 
students — in John Herrmann’s words — “a 
marae, in essence ‘a home away from home’ for 
many students and staff members from across 
the region … (providing) a homely outing, a 
quiet exchange, some informal counselling, and 
above all else, some island songs from home”.

Among her honours, Marjorie was named 
by Islands Business their 1990 Pacific Islands 
Woman of the Year, and in 2000 the Cook Islands 
Business and Professional Women’s Association 
as their Woman of the Year. In the 2009 New 
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Year Honours List, Marjorie was appointed 
Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) 
for services to the Cook Islands, the Pacific, 
education, literature and the community.

In 2011, her alma mater honoured her with the 
award of a Doctor of Letters (honoris causa) 
in recognition of “her exceptional academic, 
literary and community achievements”. The 
citation included 6 full pages recording all of 
Marjorie’s published works covering subject 
areas including Pacific History, Pacific Literature, 
Education, Current Affairs, Information 
Technology, and Pacific Women as well as 22 
edited publications.

The following year, USP Cook Islands campus 
commissioned a full-length portrait from the 
Pacific artist Nanette Lela’ulu. The artist pictured 
Marjorie in doctoral robes with bare feet on a 
woven mat emphasising her “groundedness” in 
the Pacific.

Ron’s empty chair standing beside her in the 
portrait depicted the now absent “other half” of 
a 50-year partnership.

On the University’s 50th Anniversary in 2018, 
USP Cook Islands celebrated Marjorie’s pivotal 
role in the development of Pacific Literature 
with publication of the book Mana – 50 Years 
of Cook Islands Writing, a tribute to Marjorie 
Crocombe.

Marjorie fulfilled another goal in 2017 by 
successfully lobbying the university to develop 

a full degree programme in her much-loved 
Cook Islands Māori language after challenging 
the then Cook Islands Prime Minister, Henry 
Puna as to why the university taught Chinese 
but not Pacific languages. She argued, that 
the teaching of Pacific vernacular language 
programmes would help affirm the university’s 
commitment to regionalism.

The degree was introduced in 2018 and once 
established, was followed by Tongan and 
Niuafo’ou, Vagahau Niue, and Rotuman. The 
first students with a Diploma in Cook Islands 
Māori graduated in 2021.

Anyone who has borrowed books from the 
Crocombe’s extensive library will have noticed 
an ex-libris plate on the inside front cover of 
each book containing the words of the French 
American Quaker missionary Stephen Grellet, 
which reads: “I shall pass through this world but 
once. Any good therefore that I can do, or any 
kindness that I can show, to any human being, 
let me do it now. Let me not defer or neglect it 
for I shall not pass this way again.”

In living a fulfilling life, not deferring nor 
neglecting but actively seizing opportunities 
to do good, helping innumerable lives along 
the way, Marjorie lived up to her exacting life 
motto. Her efforts have impacted and inspired 
uncountable others.

Marjorie is survived by four children, 14 
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.
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Elvina Omirete an 
alumnus of The 

University of the South 
Pacific (USP) is also a 
proud member of the 
US Youth Council. 

Ms Omirete like many 
students juggled 
school, work and family 
commitments as she 
studied for a Bachelor 
of Commerce and 

Bachelor of Law.  She was also awarded a Master 
Mariner Class 6 Certificate of Competency from 
USP in 2009. 

The oldest of five siblings has worked hard to 
achieve as much as she could for her family, 
herself and more recently for her children. 

“With many students in the islands being content 
with where they are, I want to just encourage them 
to never give up and to know they are working for 
so much more than themselves,” Ms Omirete said. 

Coming to Fiji from Kiribati to study at the 
university level was a challenge for Ms Omirete. 
She said the culture shock she experienced was 
quickly met with familiarity once she got busy 
with her coursework. 

She admitted that upon completion of her 
programme she needed to do additional units, 
however, the support from her tutors and lecturers 
helped her immensely. She acknowledged the 
support of the former Acting Head of the School 
of Law, the late Mr Nainendra Nand. 

Following the completion of her Bachelor of Law 
in 2019, the mother of 10 was admitted to the bar 
and hopes to inspire more young people in her 
community and country to work to reach higher 
levels of education even if it is in the field of sports. 

The COVID-19 pandemic took a toll on so 
many young people and their studies. Ms 

Feature 
article.

Omirete pushed back and continued with her 
Professional Diploma in Legal Practice (PDLP), 
Professional Diploma in Legislative Drafting 
(PDLD), and Postgraduate Diploma in Commerce 
Management and Public Administration in 2020 
and 2021.

It was also in 2021 the USP alumnus was chosen to 
be part of the U.S. Embassy’s Youth Council (EYC). 

She explained the EYC was a youth-led initiative 
launched by the U.S. Embassy to promote 
and empower young, emerging voices in the 
Embassy’s five countries of accreditation including 
Fiji, Kiribati, Tonga and Tuvalu. 

Ms Omirete said it was an honour to be part of the 
Embassy’s Youth Council as it allowed her to work 
with a diverse group of people to address and 
overcome the challenges that youth faced.

The Kiribati lass is now awaiting to be awarded her 
Master’s in Commerce Management and Public 
Administration from USP before beginning 
a Postgraduate Diploma in Law this coming 
semester. 

Omirete represents 
USP and Kiribati at 
US Youth Council
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Growing up by the sea with her father’s work 
revolving a lot with being out at sea, Sarina 

Pania always knew she would be destined to work 
in a field that is linked to the ocean. 

Ms Pania holds close to her memories of fishing 
trips she had been on with her dad where he 
would also take time to teach her the fish names 
and species and the best fishing spots at the reef 
of her village coastline in a Western Province in 
the Solomon Islands. 

Ms Pania accredited her father as a great 
inspiration in her life and he always encouraged 
her and told her from a young age that she would 
one day become a Marine Biologist. 

The first time the 28-year-old stepped foot in 
the capital Honiara was when she started her 
high school education, though it was not an easy 
journey living with relatives and switching schools 
four times. Ms Pania eventually managed to 
secure a scholarship to study at The University of 
the South Pacific (USP) and start working toward 
her dream of becoming a marine scientist. 

Ms Pania said she did not feel like she was missing 
out when her peers would go out and have fun 
while she stayed home to study, as she wanted to 
achieve her goal and give back to her family and 
relatives that helped her during her time studying. 

Fast forward to 2016, Ms Pania experienced for 
the first time how it was to fly on an aeroplane to 
begin her tertiary studies in Fiji at USP. She started 
her undergraduate studies in Marine Science and 
finding her lodge and school facilities situated by 
the sea made it feel like home for Ms Pania. 

Moving onto her Postgraduate studies and 
studying for a Master’s in Marine Science, Ms 
Pania’s dream of advocating for the preservation 
of marine resources in her village is quickly 
becoming a reality. 

“In my village, we don’t really practice marine 
conservation, unless it’s for important cultural 
events where they would close off the whole reef 
for like a whole year, and then they will open the 
harvesting after a certain period following the 
performance of customary rituals,” she said. 

Ms Pania added, “What I want to do when I go back 
home is to create more awareness, I think that’s 
what’s needed especially for coastal fisheries in 
the Solomon Islands”.

The second of three siblings wants to change 
the way people think about unrestricted ocean 
harvesting. She wants to return to the villages 
and educate the locals there about the value of 
conservation.

Ms Pania is passionate about talking to her people 
and educating them on how the land and sea 
sustain their livelihoods and that these same 
resources need to be conserved, sustained, and 
managed for their future generations. 

Feature 
article.

Sabrina aspires to 
advocate for marine 
management in the 
Solomon Islands
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International 
Youth Day 
2022

Young people can be effective change makers 
and problem solvers of many of society’s 

pressing problems. As the ones who will be 
around to see and feel the long-term effects 
of policy decisions, it is only right that they are 
given real and substantial opportunities to 
meaningfully participate, to be heard, and to be 
given a seat at the decision-making table. 

Young people face innumerable and diverse 
barriers to participation. They experience 
struggles across the board, in the fields of 
education, economic empowerment, climate 
change, peace and security, governance, and 
human rights. Young people are very diverse. 
The solutions to the issues they face must 
take into consideration that diversity through 
nuancing. 

The 2022 theme for International Youth Day is 
“Intergenerational solidarity: creating a world 
for all ages.”  During my recent participation at 
the European Union Parliaments joint youth 
session, I highlighted the need for current and 
future leaders to work together in addressing 
issues and finding innovative solutions. This 
shared path on which we all can work together 
so that no one is left behind. 

In a recent report from our Youth Sounding 
Board titled “Meaningful Inclusion of Youth: A 
Promising Future”, that I contributed towards 
with my fellow Board members highlights 
different the areas of youth engagement and its 
impacts. One of the important thematic areas 
that we covered amongst others is on Economic 
Empowerment through Education and Skills. I 
feel that this is very relevant to our Pacific Youths. 

It is becoming increasingly difficult for young 
people to achieve financial stability due to the 
global economic uncertainty and complexities 
of the modern labour market. The situation 
is made worse by the fact that the current 
schooling system and its educational policies 
are outdated and are on the brink of a collapse. 
Young people across the globe are finding it 
increasingly difficult to rely on this outdated 
and underfunded education system to prepare 
them for modern jobs and future industries. 

The attempts of local governments and 
international organizations to mitigate these 
challenges have not made the situation better 
because their initiatives and policies are not 
reaching the affected youth. The problems, from 
how to advertise economically empowering 
opportunities to what languages should be 
used to reach different segments of youth, are 
novel and require a pragmatic approach. 

There is a silver lining nonetheless. Young 
people are more hopeful than ever that 
they can rise above all these challenges and 
come out stronger. They are looking towards 
entrepreneurship and science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM) 
education as promising opportunities. 

Contributed By: Mr Aneet Kumar
Deputy Secretary General, USP Students 
Association
Member of the European Union’s Youth 
Sounding Board for International Partnerships 
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Fanny gets 
creative with 
catering 
business

One of the unique enterprises succeeding 
in Fiji is ‘Malife Catering Services,’ founded 

by young entrepreneur, Fanny Serai Raboiliku 
Levuilowa.

Malife Catering Services is a catering service 
that offers menu customisation tailored to each 
client’s preferences and needs, as well as bar 
services, food preparation, delivery, service, and 
cleanup.

32-year-old Fanny received her Postgraduate 
Diploma and Master’s in Business Administration 
from USP. She completed her Professional 
Diploma in Business Administration in 2018. She 
went on to further her studies by completing 
the Postgraduate Certificate and Postgraduate 
Diploma in Business Administration in 2020 and 
2021, respectively. 

Fanny said the idea of opening the business was 
derived from her mother’s passion for cooking 
and her culture. 

“The food is always the highlight of any function 
or event. However, because food preparation 
takes a long time from planning to delivery, we 
provide the assurance that you can enjoy your 
function or commemorate the life of a loved 
one without worrying about whether the food is 
good or enough,” she said.

She said their business was creative as it was 
collaborative and built on relationships with 
their customers which she learnt from. 

“When catering an event, it always has a homely 
feel. Our menus are fully adjustable. We also 
build relationships with other small businesses 
to utilise their services when we are catering. It 
is a whole network of small businesses helping 
each other,” Fanny said.

She stated that by sharing her experience, she 
hoped to inspire other students to pursue their 
dreams of working in the business.

“I believe with my MBA and work experience; 
I am more marketable now than ever before. 
This programme gave me the confidence and 
practical experience I needed to take our family-
owned business to the next level,” she added.  

USP has given her the confidence and knowledge 
needed to survive in today’s economic climate. 

Fanny added, “The culture and relationships 
built at USP including the practical knowledge 
last forever. Studying under some of the utmost 
experts in their fields is an added advantage”.

I believe with my 
MBA and work 
experience; I am 
more marketable 
now than ever 
before.
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Celebrating 
International Youth 
Day, You(th) Are 
Worth It

The University of the South Pacific (USP) 
partnered with the U.S. Embassy Youth 

Council (EYC) to commemorate International 
Youth Day and turn up the volume on young 
people’s engagement in their communities.

Acting Deputy Chief of Mission (A/DCM) Rebecca 
Owen emphasised that the theme of the event 
was You(th) Are Worth It. 

“We chose this theme because ‘Youth’ are the 
problem solvers of today and the leaders of 
tomorrow. We at Embassy Suva support youth 
through our programmes like the EYC, and we 
recognise and appreciate the value of including 
young people in critical decision-making and 
development spaces,” she added. 

A/DCM Owen also introduced the event’s keynote 
speaker, White House Champion for Change, 
Samira Cook Gaines, whose presentation 
focused on exploring social entrepreneurship as 
one avenue to solve the problems of today.

This occasion also marks the end of the first 
chapter for the EYC, and U.S. Embassy Suva is 
now accepting applications until September 2 

from young people who are interested in joining 
the new council.

USP Senior Lecturer and Acting Director Pacific 
Centre for Economic Policy and Modelling, Dr 
Rup Singh also encouraged the youth present 
not to limit themselves to a number of skills that 
they could learn. 

“Being able to learn various skills will enable 
youths today to take care of themselves, you are 
our future leaders, learning an extra skill will only 
add value to your life,” he added. 

Dr Rup also recalled his days in university and 
how he thought getting a degree was all he 
needed to be successful in life. Later he realised 
that learning other skills could go a long way 
together with the degree he achieved. 

Youth entrepreneurship was also a topic that 
was discussed, and youths acknowledged this 
could be part of the solution to socio-economic 
problems as it could help unemployed 
youth with an emphasis on inventing jobs to 
complement creating jobs for the young people 
in the Pacific region. 
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“Youth 
and Youth 
Skills”

What are youth, education, and youth skills?

Youth are you and me. Individuals who 
are between childhood and adulthood. Youth 
are the future of a nation. It is they who will 
continue what the adults have done so far. It is 
they who will continue the development of the 
nation.

Education is a system of learning, where 
individuals especially the youth are taught skills, 
they will use in areas of work they choose to be 
in as part of developing their country.

Education has countless stages to pass and 
challenges to overcome so that youth skills are 
sharp, fast, solid as well as flexible. With a good 
education, opportunities open up, because 
education is key.

Opportunities are locked doors in our way, but 
with a good, solid education we can open any 
door of opportunity because we have perfected 
our skills to change the shape of the key to fit 
any door of opportunity.

Opportunities give chances for the educated 
youth to use their skills to create ways and 
things that will be of great help to develop their 
country.

Youth skills are skills that we need to have and 
perfect, to be able to lend a hand in developing 
our country.

What skills do you think youth should have to be 
able to help with developing the country?

First, youth should be hard working, with 
hard work youth developing their country is a 
guaranteed success. Youth should be adaptable 
to any environment of work they are placed in 
for they have developed the skills required for it.

A skill that is important for youth to have is 
communication. Being able to communicate 
with others, and making them see and 
understand what you are trying to convey is very 
important because to succeed in developing a 
country youth must work with others, not by 
themselves.

Youth should be creative and original. Being 
skilful in these ways will guarantee national 
development.

Habits youth should have to assure national 
development are discipline, time management 
and honesty. If you gain these skills and good 
habits, helping develop the country will not be 
a problem.

As a youth, I must say it is not easy trying to get 
all the required skills to help with developing 
our country, but positive outcomes are truly 
rewarding.

Contributed By: 
Emmla Taua | Year 13
Aoga Faamasani Amosa – Le Amosa 
Preparatory School
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Our Alumni.

Suifua Afereti Suifua
Master of Environmental Law

Current Occupation: Tourism and Environmental 
Consultant

Most recently was Chief Executive Officer at Samoa 
Tourism Authority

Humans 
of USP.

What memories do you have of your time at 
USP?

As a part-time student, working full time and 
mostly overtime, it was a challenging experience. 
I remember when I was just started in one of 
the management roles working for the Ministry 
of Natural Resources and raising a very young 
family was a test of character for us. During all 
these challenges, I still remember how helpful 
and accommodating the USP admin staff was, 
especially our Law Faculty. Lectures, tutorials, 
moodle and reading were quite intense BUT very 
rewarding. It was all worth it. It certainly assisted 
me tremendously with work and also everyday 
life challenges. The teaching was first class, with 
up-to-date regional and global resources. Quality 
education at its best!

Why did you choose USP and field of study?

Having to experience tertiary education in both 
Australia and NZ, USP offered an opportunity and 
also a challenge. And boy, I did make the right 
decision. Quality learning materials, lectures etc 
are similar to any overseas recognised Uni. Where 
else and a better place you can learn about the 
Pacific laws and especially Environment, than 
the USP. My MELs degree is one of my proudest 
academic achievements. All learning materials 
dig deeply into the core of our Pacific laws and our 
vulnerable environment.

How did USP prepare you for your career?

Broad understanding and application of western 
teachings with our Pasefika localised case studies. 
From management decision making, holistic 
consultation approach of key issues, teamwork, 
problem-solving of the day-to-day management 
and execution of one of the government key 
agencies and the whole tourism sector. An effective 
management team and good collaborative work 
are vital.

Where do you see yourself in five years….

As a young graduate, hopefully, will continue 
to contribute to our local tourism sector or in a 
regional capacity. Alternatively, politics is also 
another interesting pathway. Will see where God 
Almighty guides me.

Please share three tips you think would be 
important for current...

1. Do not expect the way to achieve something 
good to be easy and quick. NO. If you want 
somebody, be prepared for the journey. All 
struggles, cries and hard work are a test of 
character, mind and soul. It’s all worth it once 
you reached the end. You will miss the hard 
work you came through once you reached the 
peak;

2. Work hard and smarter. Honesty and being 
fair no matter what is the key to any decision. 
Treat everybody the same as you prefer to be 
treated. The very same people will continue 
your work and ethics in the future.

3. Family is important. The same application 
can be applied to how you treat people. Be 
professional and never stop learning. Continue 
to enrol and refresh your knowledge. Keep up 
with the evolving world. 
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Our Staff.

Suzanne, a clean 
environment role model for 
youth and wider members 
of the university community

Humans 
of USP.

The Institute of Applied Sciences (IAS) at USP 
is proud of its young staff member, Suzanne 

Turaganiwai, for her long-term commitment and 
passion to sustain the natural environment.  Most 
recently, Suzanne, who has a degree in Marine 
Studies, has been working on marine pollution 
and inspiring youth to work together for a clean 
Pacific and encouraging the USP community to 
be better environmental citizens.

Having been at the IAS for five years as a Media 
and Graphics Assistant in the Quality, Marketing 
and Communications unit (QMC), Suzanne is 
well versed in IAS’s vision, mission and purpose 
aligning well with her additional voluntary role as 
a community activist.

Suzanne’s line manager, Mereoni Degei said, “We 
are not only proud of Suzanne for her contributions 
to our QMC unit and IAS more widely but also 
because of her team building & networking skills 
to engage with members of the USP community 
beyond IAS into other parts of the School and 
wider University community”.

In recognition of the extensive efforts in the past 
year with the clean-up collection of marine debris, 
art, and plastics that Suzanne and her colleagues 
and students of the USP have been doing, she 
was invited by the USP Research & International 
Office, Director of Research, Professor Sushil 
Kumar to attend a meeting with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General 
Rafael Mariano Grossa and his IAEA delegation. 

The Acting Director of IAS, Dr Isoa Korovulavula 
was particularly pleased to see this as IAS was one 
of the selected regional laboratories that had been 
participating in the free IAEA Proficiency Rounds 
since the early 2000s for heavy metals analysis in 
marine biota and sediments.

Deputy Director IAS Dr Gilianne Brodie said, 
“Suzanne is not only a helpful colleague but 
walks the talk in conservation and sustainable 
development by having a proactive approach to 
problem-solving. She does not wait around for 

someone else to take responsibility for keeping 
her work environment clean”. 

Suzanne is also a co-founder of the newly 
established “Pacific Ocean Litter Youth Project” 
(POLYP) and works closely with other like-minded 
individuals such as Pacific European Union Marine 
Partnership Programme (PEUMP) Master’s 
scholarship recipient, Andrew Paris in engaging 
students and staff at USP to keep the environment 
clean. The POLYP team have included USP as 
a study site for their work in categorising and 
quantifying different types of marine litter for a 
wider USP research study on the Suva foreshore.

Suzanne said, “The rubbish collection project 
hoped to bring about behavioural change in 
people and encourage more Pacific youth to 
become better stewards of the ocean and the 
natural environment.”

Contributed By: Institute of Applied Sciences
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USP participates at the 
Pacific Islands Forum 
Leaders meeting

USP’s Tourism and 
Hospitality Management 
and Political Science make 
Shanghai Rankings

USP ranked for the 
second time in a row in 
WURI Ranking

USP made significant contributions towards 
the Council of Regional Organisations of the 
Pacific (CROP) Heads Dialogue.

This was done through the three panellist 
members from the Secretariat of the Pacific 
Community, the Secretariat of the Pacific 
Regional Environment Programme and the 
Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency.

USP’s Discipline of Tourism and Hospitality 
Management (THM) under the School of Business 
and Management (SBM) was been ranked in the 
top 151-200 Hospitality and Tourism management 
schools in the latest Shanghai Ranking.

Head of School for School of Business and 
Management, Professor Gurmeet Singh said that 
achieving rank in the top 151-200 was a great 
achievement.

Despite the challenges brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, USP continued to strive to 
punch above its weight.

This came as USP had been ranked 12th against 
some of the top Universities of the world in the 
area of Crisis Management and ranked 101-200 in 
the Global Top 100 Innovative Universities by the 
World’s Universities with Real Impact (WURI) 2022 
global ranking.

Recap.

Mark 
the date.

August, 2022

Follow us 
on Social 
Media!

The University of the 
South Pacific

The University of the 
South Pacific

The University of the 
South Pacific

www.usp.ac.fj
UniSouthPacific

UniSouthPacific

Look back 
in history

1981 USPSA President, Giyannendra 

Prasad speaks at the opening session 

of the Nuclear Free and Independent 

Pacific conference in the University Bure. 

More than 70 delegates represented 32 

organisations from 10 countries for a 

Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific. 

The conference was held by Asian 

Students Association and USPSA.

10-26 August: Laucala Campus Fiji
Red Wave Restrospective 2 
Exhibition

24 August 
Pacific TAFE - Admission closes

26 August
Deadline for late registration for 
Semester 2

30, 31 August & 1, 2 September: 
Laucala Campus Fiji 
Pacific Market Days


